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“U.Ss SEVEHTH =RiY

~ Durihg first week of this month, direction of attack turns
northward toward the Saar-Palatinate and the Siegfried Line
foritifications stretching across the Saar Valley, the Vosges
Hountains, and the Rhine Plain, from Saarbruecken on the W to
Lauterbourg on the E. ' ' '

LV Corps  On Corps L flank, 44th Div receives considerable
enemy arty and mortar fire in viciaity of Tieffenbach.
During night, an enemy inf force sqpported by SP guns

and 5 half-tracks enters Weisslingen, 1 mile N of

Tieffenbach. Elements of 114th Inf fight back with rocket

launchers, automatic rifles, carbines, and pistols,

finally outflanking enemy. Through the afternoon, 7lst

Inf attacks toward high ground ¥ of Mackwiller, 3% miles
W of Welsslingen.s On E edge of the Vosges Kountains, 45th

Div is in heavy fighting on the hills about Zinswiller.

Div front line extends E across narrow, open stretch be-

tween forests of the Vosges and the W end of Haguenau

Forest. Forces WW of Engwiller are held in place by

strength of enesy fire., After weathering intense SA and
-morter fire, elements of 179th Inf succeed in-taking most

of Engwiller by nightfall. The 180th Inf completes clear—
ing Kindwiller and Bitschnoffen, on Div R flank, and attacks
Mietesheim, where heavy fighting ensues for remsinder of
day, with tank battles within the town. Hnewy ¢ounter-
attack forces withdrawal to SW outskirts late in aftcr~
noon. Attached 397th Inf (100th Div) remains in nosition
on rear L flank of Div, N of Loder R. near edge of Vosgzes
forest, blocking Tngwiller-iirmenau pass. Enemy patrols

attempt to enter Gries, near Bischwiller on 79th Div R

flank, and are driven off by arty, mortar, and S& fire.

The 94th Cav Ren Sq of 14th armd Div is attached to 79th
Div to pretect R flank and rear and to reconnciter to the
Rhine, At 0800, 314th Inf -attacks N toward clearing in
woods SW of Haguenau, then N to the Wintershouse-Haguenau
road, which is partislly interdicted by airbursts fired
by flak guns. Schuweighausen, 2 '
cleared by 315th Inf. Div units
farther up the lioder R., receive
mortar shelling. - ' »
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1 VI Corps A 3d Div co continues to besiege Maginot Line
Cont fort where enemy 1s holding out N of mutzig on the Bruch

R, Alr bombardment and direct 155-mm., fire on the fort
proves ineffective. ' Greater part of 3d Div is employed
in holding Strasbourg area along the Rhine, where enemy
has blown all important bridges. Tihen attacked by 7th
Inf, enemy withdraws most of his forces from the Keihl
bridgehead and subsequeintly blows maln bricges over the
Rhine E of Strasbourg. Units of 36th Div still deep in
the Vosges are nearing‘le Bonhoimme froi the % and the o;
farther E, fighting is in progress at nubure; Div elerents
at the edge of the Vosges forests occupy Chatenois and

~clear several towns SW of Selestat. By end of day, 2

bns have entered cutskirts of strongzly defended city of
Selestat., CCa of 1lh4th armd Div and 103d Div have con-
verged on Epfig, 6 miles N of Selestat, from the N and

W respectively. Continuing to attack 3, elements of 103d
Div, supported by CCk, occupy Ebersheim, 3 miles NE of
Selestat., To the W, ancther column of 103d Div also
moves .S, attacking from Dambach-la-Ville. It contacts
36th Div near Scherwiller and reaches HR in N part of
Selestat, where house~to-house fizhting begins. CCR of
2d Fr armd Div seizes Kogenheim on Strasbourg~Selestat
highway SW of Benfeld. .Advance is delayed by blown
bridges over I1l R, Turning NE, elements of CCR seize
Huttenheim and Benfeld without opposition. Advance of CCV
toward Herbsheim, 2 miles SE of Benfeld, is halted cduring
night of 1--2 Dec by heavy enemy a7T, mortar, and Sa fire,
CCD advances S toward Friesenhelm along the Rhine R. road,
encountering mine fields covered by fire. Harassing fire
is received from across the Rhine.

FIRST FRENCE ARMY

Enemy is defending Rhine Valley % of the Vosges along
general line of Harth Forest--Thann--St, Hippolyte—-Selestat~-
Ffiesenheimg forming the .WColmer Pocket" lying across the gzone
of advance of First Fr Army and contained on the N by clements
of U.S. VI Corps.

<S4

; Div units occupy Bussanyg Pass, between
Thur R, Inemy counterattacks 2d Mor Div,
' aci le Bas,
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L Corps Units of 4th litn Div in Harth Yorest reach
crossroads 6 miles NE of iulhouse. dJust W of ulhouse,
enemy counterattack is repulsed near Lutterbach. Along
Rhine R. to the S, elements of 9th Col Div work to reduce
eneny bridgeheads between Kembs and the Swiss frontier,
capturing Rosenau and reacning Heuf. W of iulhouse,
eneny troops are in general gradually'withdrawing,'while
maintaining pressure against la Doller R. line on Corps

N flank.

Alps Sector Second Bn of RCT Lh2 relieves 68th armd. Inf Bn
(14th Armd Div) near Peira Cova. ROT LL2 now occupies 20-mile

 front between Menton and Peire Cave in ioritime alps region

of southern France, with mission of patrolling aggressively
against German 34th Div stetioned on cther side of border in

‘Italy. It is under control of L4th sih Brig, which is re-

sponsible for Franco-Italian front from the liediterrancan up
to Larche Pass. N of Larche Pass the front is held by
remnants of Fr 4th litn Div, in process of transfer to iulhouse
area. Enemy arty is heavy in sector of 442d RCT.

U.S. SEVENTH ARLY

iV CQ{E§ Forty-fourth Div reswacs advance N in direction
of Petit-Rederching, 10 miles NNE of Weilsslingen. Hand-
to-hand cowbet occurs necar latter town during night of
1--2 Dec. &E of Weisslingen, elements of 11l4th Iaf
mounted on medium tanks attack ¥ from Petersbach toward
Hinsbourz, which is taken by 1500, then turn W and advance
through Frohmuhl. Two miles Wi of weisslingen, at
Waldhambach, enchy counterattacks unsuccessfuily against
324th Inf. Attacking at 0700, 7lst Inf cleurs Bois de
Todtenberg, SE of.kackwiller., Hlements cross RR track

but are prevented by enemy fire from entering town.

ZIT TaC fighter bombers set fires in Volksberg, Pubsrg,
Waldhambach, and keckwiller in close support missions,

The 100th Div assembles at Metting, 4 miles Ni of
Phalsbourg, prepared to advance NE and breach Maginot

Line at Bitche. On E edge of 7th Inf of L5th
Div tekes hills E a it | Petrols

bridge at Zinswilled T g‘f
. W t"] v 1.5

follows up 157th's

o #
Vosges forest, At
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4C;buTS and occupies Herbsheim after bitter
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Wi is continued by 179th Inf; resistance remains stiff,
iiictesheim, SE of Engwiller, falls to 180th Inf, but is
not yet cleared of -snipers. Units of 79th Div sttacking
towerd Haguenau encounter considerable Si-and flat
trajectory flre. Small counterattack is repulsed in
afternoon,

VI Corps Thirty-sixth Div troops on %W edge of Selestat

‘are engaged in heavy fire fight with the enemy. Elements

E of Colmar highway attack SE section of city against
intense sniper fire and reaoch blown bridge over I1l R.

To the SW, units have pushed through Oruchw1ll sroand are
fighting in St. Hippolyte. Bitter combat continues ot
subure, & miles WSW of latter. The 409th Inf of 103d Div
batties its woy into the. walled section of the city
through well protected road blocks and under fire from
tanks, arty, mortar, and automotic wespons. almost LOO
Pls cre teken in Selestat during the day. The 411th Inf
attacks SE from Ebsrsheim, but eneny counterattack at

‘dusk from the woods to the SO causes a slight withdrawal.

During night, heavy arty barrage is luid on enemy po-
sitions here, Second Fr armd Div's CCD captures
Friesenheinm after full day of fighting., On Div's R flank
as it drives S, CCR and elements of 30th Inf, 34 Div,
cross 1!'I11 it. near Serumershocim and Kogenneim, CCV
fighting.

FRENCH ARMY

II Corps Resistance is lively on Schlucht rocd and toward
la Bresse, in N of 3d algz Div sector, but heas collepsed in
central Thur Valley, where Div slements ors on oubskirts
of St. Amorin, with encmy troops retrecting hurriedly
toward Metzeral in the N and Thann in the S. Second Yo

Div finds rssistence heavy before Thonn. Several cnemy

tanks destroyed as COUﬂvaxttoCKS arc renulsed,

I Corps Ni th Col Div captures Huningue, just N of Basel,

C‘

after severe .f
captured. anlr &tll
tween Rosen

ighting. Over 200 PWs and much materiel
holds bridgehecad ot Loechle, be-
Fourth Mtn Div repulsés rencwed
rbach bridge and takes many Fis.
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4lps Sector During 24~hr. period ending at noon, cnemy
attacked Fr post at les Granges Chevillot, in Brisncon crea,
and took a number of prisonsrs after a- buttl@ of several
hours. Enemy arty active in 44th A&k Brig sector during
aftesrnoon of 2 Dec.

3 U.S. SEVANTH nRIY '

xv XV Corps  Blowing bridges and mining and DlOCRlng roads,
enemy'w1tﬂdruws rapidly on Corps L flank after. failure
to retoke Waldhambach., Two miles NNZ, delaying action
occurs ot Rutzw1licr, uﬂqer attack by 324th Inf, Lith
Div. Other slements of 324th Inf teke Diemeringen, less
than 2 miles N/ of %aldhambach, then loss half of it as
enemy counterzttacks., South of Diemcringen, 7lst Inf
seizes Manckwiller and occupiss high ground N of town.

On Div E flank, 114th Inf attacks th hrough woods toword
Volksberg, miles N of Hinsbourg. Enemy road blocks
and gunfire halt attucking forces just W and S of the
cwn. at 0730, 100th Div uttquc through elements of
Lith Div toward Puberg and Wingsn, N of la Petite Pierc.
Puberg is captured and one co cnters Yingen, where it
becomes surrounded. Sk, MG, morter, and 88-mm,., fire

from vicinity of Uingen is hecvy cnd there is road block

on road S of town. The 397th Inf, still attached to L5th
Div, attacksNW from Rothbach to outflank Wimmenau-iiingsn
area from N, ond mcets very heavy resistance. Zinswiller
falls to 157th Inf, 45th Div, after fisrce fizhting.
Engwiller, to the SE, is tcken by 180th Inf and troops
of 179th Inf cross Zintzel R. ot Guumbrechtshoffen.
Uttenhoffcon, over o mile NE of letCShClm is cleared,
Forty-fifth Div hos been ordered to scigze RR line from

Niederbronn to myrtzv1llcr. Gries, in 79th Div secctor,
is heavily shelled by enemy following a demonstration by
clements of 313th Inf. Aassault guns of 94th Cov Ren Sq
damage RR stotion in Gombsheim. '

VI Corps Hou C—tO—uOdSb 11gltlng ccnu*nuws in Sclcstat,
Thlrtyhulxth Div craploys two assault bns. inemy counter-
| {ecity is b-» Gn off in

attack with tonks from E edgs
the afternoon.. The 4L09th Inf
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casualties from tenk fire. Town of St. 1ppolytb,
dircctly Sd of Selestat, 1s cle.red by 36th Div troops,
which encounter resistonce' from town of Rodern to the Si.
In W ssgctor of Div zone, RCT 143 cleors Aubure and is
rclieved therc by RCT 14l. Cther clements of RCT 141
seize the Bois de Lapoutroic and clecor town of Ferupt in
lc Bonhomue Pass area. Elements of RCT 143 movimg S& on
Ste. Moerie~Ribeauville road enter Ribeauville, midway
between Kaysersberg and Orschwiller. Twelve planes
support 1033 Div trcops NE of Sclestaet by attacking eacmy
‘gun positions at Mutterholtz, 3 miles E of Selestot.
-after bayonet fight, 41lth Inf regeins ground lost SE of
Ebersheim. TF Selestat is cre utpd from L09th Inf and
attoched units and is given mission of carryin@"through
the capturc of Selestat, wllied vehicles NE of Strasbourg
are strafed from the air and fired on from E of the Rhines.
Strasbourgts main powcr plant is hit by 240-mm. shells,
CCA-of lith armd Div returns to Div control cnd roves to

assembly arec in vieinity. of Hochfelden on the Marne-Rhine
Cr_uﬂc.l .

| FIRST FRENCH ARMY

IT Corps Second kior Div units advance to within less than
a mile SS9 cf Thann. !

I Corps Enemy counterattack against Lth Mtn Div clcmgnts
in Harth Forest destroys a bridge over Huninguc Canal.
leny snemy mines encounter da First Armd Div meets heovy
resistance from AT weapons

a
o
&

~alps Sector Enemy activity grcatly‘rcduccd. Arty of LAth anh
Brig fircs about 30 missions. The Puerto.Ricazn 65th Inf Regt

(less 1st and 2d Bns) is attached to Lhth aas Brig on arrival

at Hice. '

U.s. SEVEKTTLJ%ﬂf

=

ATy rpgroups in uccorgancc w¢t1 shift northward in
empihiesis of ttgcr.‘ ‘The 36th Div.is to assist Plrst French
'? W3z, 1 q ion of thc Colmdr Pocket.




: x,l;(:.\ #

123

Scction I: VESTERN FUROPEAN THEATER

Poert 2 : Sixth srmy Groqp

XV Corps  On L flenk, 44th Div line now ruas from
Dieﬁﬁringcn on the T to Hinsbourg on the &, as Div con=-
tinues to advince ageinst opposing 130th Pz Lehr Div,
Blements of 324th Inf couplete seizure of leu»rlﬂbbn
and advance E towerd Retzwiller, but are pinned down
by eneuy AT, mortar, LG, ond rifle fire ond withdraw
to Diemeringen ot derk, 1m15hvr E, troops of ilhth Inf
cnter Volmsocrb in afternocn; other units of this regt
coch aigh ground E of Roesert, which is Just B of
Volksberg, Patrols of 100th DlV chter Wingen and roport
no contect with co which pntpruc town on preceding doy.
Yore arty fire is placed on 1ngun. In the peantime,
Rosteig, 2 milcs N7 of Wingen, is caoptured agoinst
modercte opposition. - Forty-fifth Div's 157th Inf
elements attocking from woods B of Zinswiller toward
Nicderbronn cre pinned down by 20-mm. fire from the
town, but othcr slements of Regt succeed in toking
neer-py Oberbronn ofter house-to-housc fighting. On
Div R flank, motor patrol rcochcs buuoourc and contacts
clements of 79th Div!s Ren Tr. attached 397tn Inf .
elements on extroeme L flonk “tt in Hill 375 overlooking
Rothbach stream. sdvance units reoch koder R., on the
S. at 2000, 397th Inf is detached from A5th Div, passing
to control of 100th Div. Villeoge of Grics, on 79th
Div R flank, 1s aguin terget of enuiy crty fire and is
evacunted by civilicns. Horassing crty and mortor fire

B

strikes along most of 79th Div frent. Four of six CRGLY

plancs which strafe Ada positions are shot down.

4

- VI Corps The 103d Div, lcss«TT Selestat, COLAIBNCES

rovement H to Gouccnhcl“ﬁ wihich is in rear of 79th and
45th Divs. ECT 411 is relicved by 24 Fr armd Div in area
SE of Ebcrs shelim.  TF Selostat completes climination of
resistonee in Sclestat by 1645 and control.of thc clty
is passed to 36th Div. /ithin the. Vosges, RCT 141 of
jétn Div advances & from aubure and T from Faurupt - townrd
vicinity of Frelond und " entrance of Kaysersberg Valley,
CHCOuﬂbbPlné nafly mines and OOOOY-ETLDQ and SC¢ttbeQ
;nf dot:§%ALnth> Unlts lA? Clbur ‘woeds

3 i Third

chorge a7°1nst
holec in, the wall,
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attemnt dufing night. Encmy blows Rhine R. bridge E of

FIRST FRENCH AREY

II Corps. Encmy withdrewal ceases in center of Corps
~zonG. Mortor activity increasss. On Corps cxtremc N
flenk, 3d hlg Div units approach lc¢ Veltin, NE of

Lac de Retournemers In 24 Mor Div sector on the S

flenk, enciiy holds firmly ot Rammersmatt, Roderen, and
Michclbachs several n1¢ls exchange hands in v1ol@nt
Tighting S of ‘Thann. -

I Corps Inemy inf and toenks in vicinity of Pent du Bouc,
uppr0X1nLtclv in center of Harth Forest, cause withdrawal
of 4th ¥tn Div eloments in area N of Huningue Cancl
betwecn Ilc Nepcleon ond the bridge. N/ of kulhouse,
sharp fighting continues around Luttcrbach,.

-3

klps Sector Ficld arty scorcs dircct ! 1ts on ¢nemy pillbex

and CP.

Yestern French Forces Vilthdrawel te Cire dlAunis has boeen
made by elements in Lo Rochelle sector.

U.S. SEVENTH sREMY.

b

VI Corps~£V Corps boundary is shifted N to follow the
crest of the Low Vosges from MNi of Saverne throuéh Philippsbourg
to the NE, with XV Corps on the L and VI Corps on the R.
Twclfth armd Div comes under owerational control of XV Corps
and elements of 1t meve to Drulla» n~la Petite Pierrc arca in
rear of L4th Div. At 0001, 45th and 79th Divs and 1hth aArmd
Div are detached from XV Corps and attached to VI Corps, the
beundary betwecn 100th and 45th Divs becoming the XV Corps-—
VI Corps bhoundary. '

) XV Corps The 7lst Inf of L4th Div rmoves into- Lorentzen,
‘immediatelj NW of Uicimeringen. Ratzwiller and Butten,
ured by 324th Inf. Yooded

ared by 1l4th Inf. Within
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.

the Vosges forests on the E, 397th Inf, which reverts
to 100th Div from attachment to 45th Div, cdvancés

NW" from Rothbach area, -seizing Lichtenberg, Reiperts-
willer, and Wimmenau, meeting moderate resistance.
after a 20-min. arty preperation, 3938th Inf attacks and
occupies "ingen, 2 miles MY of ¥immensu. Petrols reach
Heisenthal and Soucht, several miles forther NY. The
399th Inf advances through: 398th towerd Lemberg,

VI Corps Control of 45th Div, 79th Div, and 1hth arnd
Div passes from XV to VI Corps. Becowing pinned down by
Sk and tonk fire, slements of L5th Div. moke little
progress from Oberbroan.towaerd Niederbronn, objective on
Div L flenk., On Div R flank, 180th Inf advances, SE from
lMietesheim and attacks Mertzwiller, in clearing at W end
of Haguenau Forest, where elements cross Zintzel R, in
face of heavy firc from enemy's prepared positions aleng
RE line. Seventy-ninth Div remains in position along
general line runﬁing N to SE from Neubourg to Grics, |
probing eneny positions and patrelling across loeder R.
wheré possible. arty ond morter fire is roceived all
along front lines; encmy shells Griss, Chlungen, and
Niederschoeffolshein., Elemsnts of 708th VG Div in old -
fort N of Mutzig surrender to 3d Div treops after days
of stubborn resistance to bloze bombs and demolitions;
over 80 PHs taken., First Bn of 30th Inf is relieved
from aettochment to 28 Fr armd Div and moves N to

- achenhein; 5 miles W of Strasbourg :

e

FIRST FRENCH ARMY

4t 050001, U.S. Seventh army passcs 36th Div and 24 Fr
Armd Div to II Corps contrel, First Fr army. Sccond Mor Div
is transferred from II to I Corps.

- AL Corps Thirty-six Div's 142d RCT occupies Rodern, os
© owmell' as Bergheim and Rerseffwihr, oll. 4 to 5 miles S of
Selestet. . Othor clomentsffof A 3 Logh occupy Selestat
and relieve 103d Div unitsiig 3 _of city.. - Farther
te the S, 143d RCT finishes g igheyihr and
Zellenberg, S of Ribsauville, chd S Gu
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and Osthvlm ugwlnst scittered resistance Wthﬂ stiffcns
to strong opposition as towns are neirod Blsucnts
- still further S attack through prlCﬂhClnLWltﬂ aim of
sccuring high ground overlooking Colmor. wbout & miles
W of positions held by 143d RCT, RCT 141 sccurcs
Freland wlthout a fight, The Lapoutroice~Kaysersberg
road is cut and potrols enter meoutLOlu. CThird Alg
Div trcops rcach Schlucht Pass and W outskirts of le
Valtin. licny obstacles and mines cncountered, Diebolshein,
¢n Corps fi flonk, is reached by 2d Fr a~rmd Div.

I Corps Sccond ifor Div is assigned to thls corps,
Q&llnb its erea to include Taunn—Cgrnay arec.. arty
ctlvb on both sides.

o

alos Sector Lﬂuhy p?tf is aetive 1n Terumignon region. During
24~hr, period ending at ncon, cn attack of about 50 cnewny
against rt.'Tournoux {about 50 miles S of Termignon) is re-
pulsed. FEnomy movement ond arty active in S of L4th aaa Brig
sictor. ' -

jo~

U.S. 8 VI]NTn AalulY

XV Corps The 44th end 100th Divs are driving clong
parallel axes NE across 77 slopos of the Vosges toward
Sicrsthal and Bitche, which arc located in one of the
strengest seetors of the koginot Line.- The 324th Inf
of 4Lth Div advances frow Buttcn to viein 1tv of Guisberg,
encountering many demclition obstacles along the road.
rr»quvncv of plostic and other types of m1qcs on the
arrow mountain roads also prevents tanks and TD's fron
giving c¢ffective close support to 1lhth Inf in its ad-
ance on kontbronn, 5 miles NE .of Aatzwiller. ontkronn
is attacked from the W and cleared. Enemy used 20-mm
i fire and also Russien 152-mm. guns in this area.
Lttacking astride wingen~Lemberg road, 399th Inf of
100th Div svcures Sarrcinsberg, Guctzpnoruck, and
Plateou 409 almost without opposition. Resistance

stiffens as Lerborg is neored ond by nightfell there is

noovy fighting 211 about the town. Soucht and leisenthal
are secured by 396th Inf. Littlc rcsistance is net by
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6 .~ 397th Inf as it moves HE from ¥immenau and takes
Cont Wildenguth and iklch. louterhouse, 1% miles N of
teleh, is enemy occupied but is surrcunded by night-
fall, : :

VI Corps Positions of 157th Inf on L flank of 45th Div
remain under direct enemy fire from vicinity of Niederbronn.
Farther down the Falkenstein R., elements of 179th Inf

are under direct fire from Gundershoffen. FEnemy counter-
attack supported by 3 tanks overruns 180th Inf positions

at Mertzwiller, forcing a withdrawal to S part of the

town after a fierce fire fight.  On 79th Div R flank,
patrols reconnoiter bridges. S of Bischwiller, finding

one intact but suitable for tracked vehicles only.

Gries is again shelled by enenmy arty and mortars.
Hinety-fourth Cav Recn Sq patrols draw heavy enemy fire

from Gambsheim. TFifteenth Inf of 3d.Div compleies

wiring in of defensive positions § of Strasbours.

FIRST FHENCH sRiY

II Corps Ilements of 2d Fr »riad Div are at Rhinau,
Diebolsheim, Rossfeld, Lbersmunster, and Ibersheim--all
in area between Selestat-Erstein RR line and the Rhine.
Snery enters Lapoutroie from the W, causing local with-
drawal of 1hlst RCT elements of 36th Div. RCT 142
garrisons St. Hippolyte and Selestat and secures bridge-
head across 1'Ille R. at SE edge of Selestat. Fierce
fichting holds 1434 RCT.at Ostheim and Guemar. Latter
is taken in the afternoon and portion of Ostheim i of
Fecht B. is cleared. . In sector of 3d alg Div, encmy
pressure is particularly strong between Fellering and
Kruth on the upper Thur R.

}_J. l,.h

I Corps Eneny counﬁerattacks twice in 2d ¥or Div sector,
but loses ground in front of Bitschwiller and Thenn. In
iulhouse area, patrol ciashes occur ¥ of Lutterbach,

Ren units near Niffer, betwecn Hombourg and Keubs, pro-
voke violent snemy arty reaction, '
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Alps Sector Vigorous patrolling: First enemy erty fire in
3 days in R sector of LLth AAk Br1* front. .

'

Western French Forces FEnemy occupies Chateau Didonie.

2 U.5. SEVENTH ARMY

XV Corps  On Corps L flank, 324th Inf of Lith Div advances
Nii from vicinity of Gui sbcrg against mortar and arty
fire. Troops of 114th Div approaching Enchenberg from
Liontbrunn are pianed down by fire from edge of touwn and
from RR tracks that run SE to Lemberg., Elements of 100th
Div are fighting for the hills commanding Leaberg from
‘the ¥ and NE, making slow progress against considerable
gneny 20-um. fire, Ilouterhouss, L miles SE of Lemberg,
is captured by 397th Inf, which receives mortar, zuto-
matic weapons, Sa, and flak gun fire while :oving into
the town. CCh of 12th irmd Div commences relief of Lth
srod Div (XIT Corps) on Corps L flank, directly Ui of
SLA4th Div. ' :

: VI Corps saggressive patrolling and local fire fights
take place on L5th Div front along the Zintze7 and
Falkenstein Rivers, The 94th Cav Ren Sg and elements
of 19th armd Inf Bn attached to 79th Div attack Gambshein
from the W and S. This is well defended strongpoint near
the Rhine aboyt 10 miles N& of Strasbourg. Fighting
continues throughout the day: by evening, attacking
forces hold Wi and S corners of the village. Enemy
herassing fire is strong in Haguenau arees, and Schweighausen,
to the W, receives heavy shelling in the morning. Soume

"of enemy arty fire is probably from across the Rhine.

The 103d Div advances N-between L5th and 79th Div., Its
ren units relieve L flank units of 79th Div around
Neubourg, on the lioder R.; other Div elements relieve
180th Inf, L5th Div, along Zintzel R. in liertgzwiller

and vieinity during the night. Armd inf elements of 1hth
Armd Div reinforce 1ts cav units in vicinity of Hoerdt,

S of Haguenau., - :
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ST FRENCH ARMY

;;mgorps Elements of 24 le relieve 141lst RCT of 36th

Div in Lapoutr01e~rrelaﬂd sector on N flank, N of Orbey.

mnemy renews attacks in Kaysersberg area, where he is

‘building up considerable strength., Heovy fighting rages

in hills about K Kientzhein, Sigolsheinm, -Beu wlhr, ittelwihr,
and Beblenheim. wmortor, arty THG, and 4T fire heeavy on

-143d RCT elements., Latter occupy Beblenhelm, but are

SuLOQulJ countcr tEuCch at Guerar anhd Hittelwihr and in
7 crosses Fecht R. in boats. Enemy
traffic £ from Colru and  across the Rhine at Breisach
rceported heavy, R e R

I Corps Second Lior Div captures Bitschwiller, enters
Willer sur Thur and: mhunn, captures Michelbach, and
extends. its front along la Doller k. to Pont d!aspach.
Bridges at Thann and nupacu have been washed out. Strset
fighting in progrcs at Than Enemy arty fire sitrikes
at Heimsbrunn and | ““Cﬂ“lTIC&g W of Lulhouse. Fr heavy

arty wokes two dircct hits on Chelampe bridgc.

E3

Alps Sector RCT LL2 captures 8-man enemy patrol near Moulinet.
arty of LAth Anh Brig fires 57 missions at enemy piliboxes,
mortar positions, and barracks.

U.S.

into Lemberg, making

Hq Detachuent of 63d Div arrives ot lierseilles.
SEVENTH RiY

LV Corps In iiﬁlth obj pCthb attuck in afterncon and

evening, CCi of 12th Armd Div advances toward high ground

E of Gros Hederching and NE of Singling, completing re-
lief of A4th 4rmd Div, Third Ay rny.  The 11h4th Inf of L4th
Div fights its way into Enchenberg, although mines and
88~min. fire UT”ant armor . fror getting into the town.
liany casualtiés arc caused by heovy arty, mortar, and
sutometic weapons fire from dug-in enermy positions. High
ground conmanding Lemberg is secured by 399th Inf, 100th
Div. Lemberg-Bitche road and.ER are cut and troops attack
considerable progress in late after-

<

‘noon, Five wmiles S& of Leg.erg, 397th‘Inf‘fini$hes mopping

o
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& v up of kiouterhouse. Patrols of 106th Cav Gp, which is
Cont covering Corns R flank -and mainteining contact with VI

Meema s

Corps, find town of Baerenthal, on the Alntzel R. 5 miles
W of AlnSWlllef, occupled by the eneny.

VI Corns Third Div begins program of deception to lead
enemy to expect a Rhine crossing in Strasbourg sector

‘and 103d Div and 1l4th arid Div simulate preparations for
an attack against enemy positions in ‘the Bischwiller area
‘and S thereof. On Corps L flank, 157th Inf of 45th Div
attacks Niederbronn and is on NW edge of town by night.
Units in center and on R flank of Div sector patrol toward
Reichshoffen and Gundershoffen on Falkenstein R., between
Niederbronn and lertzwiller. Engrs of 79th Div remove
‘mine fields and b“icge charges that had earlier been
placed along R flank near Kurtzenhausen and Weyersheim.
The 94th Cav Ren Sw clears Gambsheim and patrols toward
Offendorf. Gambsheim undér enemy mortar fire in evening.
Elements of 315th Inf move S from Schweighausen, getting
into position for an attack on Marienthal and Kaltenhouse.

FIRST FRENCH RLY

1I Corps after arty opreparation, enemy unsuccessiully _
COUHBBf&tEaCuS 2d Tr nrmd Div troops holding Friessenheim,
near Rhinau, Lneuy fights back fiercely against 36th Div
forces on outskirts of Hittelwihr, employing tank fire and
neavy arty and morter concentrations. here 1s also heavy
combat before the Sigolsheim hill mass.. Elements of 1lAlst
RCT advance toward Kaysersberg against SA and mortar re-
sistance. Div units in S sector of zone have reached

le Rudlin, 2 miles NE of le Valtin. Ilialmerspach and Moosch,
on Thur R. ~near St Amarin, have been liberated by 2d ilg
Div.

1 Corps _Second Corps elements are contacted on L flank,
between Moosch .and Thaan. Second Mor Div holds two bridge-
heads N of Thenn over the Thur K., which is rising. Re-

sistance continues strong at Lutterbach, adjoining liulhouse,

Llps Sector The 27th Alps Div (FFI) relieves remnants of 4th
Mtn Div, assuming respons bllltv for front along Franco~Italian
border frow vieinity o the S to BourT St.
mauflce area in tae |
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9 U.S. SEVENTH ARNY
XV Corps Attacks by task forces of CCA, 12th Armd Div,
culminate in occupation of Singling-Bining area and
seizure of half of Bining Barracks on Corps L flank.
arty supports 44th Div's attack on Enchenberg, 4 miles ESE
of Bining, by laying sumoke screen and directing time fire
over enemy fox holes. Enemy withdraws to the N during
foilowing night, Lemberg, SE of Eachenberg, falls to
399th Inf, 100th Div, but.mopping up continues throughout
day. : S R
VI Corps Forty-fifth Div troops fight way into Niederbronn
from N and W and clear toun by mid-afternoon. Div continues
to feel out defenses of Reichshoffen and Gundershoffen,
farther down the Falkenstein R. Patrol of '103d Div draws
eneny Sh and kG fire when attempting to cross Zintzel R.
Valley floor is flooded and all bridges out. =Zlements of
94th Cav Ren Sg end 1hth irmd Div move down Rhine R. from
Gambsheim toward area directly SE of Haguenau and Bischwiller.
Seventy-ninth Div attacks NE along axis Bischwiller-Seltz.
Bischwiller falls easily to units of 313th Inf which
attacked at dawn without arty prevaration and by-passed
the Gries woods. Other elements of tuais reg overrun
enemy positions in the woods.  Bridge across the hioder R.
at Bischwiller is captured intact. ‘Cberhoffen, N of
Bischwiller, is clesred of moderate resistance in the
afternoon and the attacking forces dig in on & edge of the
town. . During same period, 315th Inf is attacking toward
‘Kaltenhouse, between Bischwiller and Haguenau, and has
reached edge of woods on S side of Marienthal. The 314th
Inf attacks at 1400 in forest strip on SW side of Heguenau
end by midnight reaches SW edge of city, meeting strong
opposition, - ;.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY

IT Corps Severe fighting continucs on outskirts of Sigolsheim,
JQidttelwihr, and Bennwihr and in the hills above Kientzheim,
Mittelwihr is cleared during afternoon. Enemy troops
assaulting 36th Div forces in this area have strong armor
support,
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I Corps Second kor Div mops up Thann as far as Vieux
-Thann and enlarges bridgehead across the river.  Counter-
attack is repulsed S of Thann. Div has difficulty hold-
ing Pont dlaspach, on the Doller R., becausé of enemy
pressure and flooded stream. Fourth ktn Div is in filerce
fl&htlﬂ at Lutterbach.

nlES Sector active, patrolllng;

‘uestern Trench Forces Enemy Datrols aCthS from coastal

pockets of e51stamce at La Rochelle and at mouth of Glronde
Estuary.

U. S  SEVENTH AR..LY

Newly axrlved 03d and A2d Divs are assigned to Seventh
nrmy on 10 December; elements. of each are organlzed as TF
Harrls and TF Linden, respecblvelj.

XV Corgs CCA of 12th armd Div finishes taking of Bining
‘Barracks and captures Rohrbach-les-Bitche. Div CP at
Domfessel is under fire during night of 9-~10 Dec from
German railroad guns of 380-mm. caliber. After fierce
fighting, 324th Inf, ALth Div, takes Maierhof in the
vicinity of Petit-Rederching. Intense enemy arty fire
is received near Enchenberg, where 7lst Inf enters line,
relieving elements of 1llith Inf. Units of 100th Div ad-
vance N from Mouterhouse. N of Lemberg, 399th Inf is
“ellchd by 398th Inf.

VI CorEs The 157th Inf of ABth Div. advances -3 NllEQ HE

of Niederbronn and clears Jaegerthal., Mine fields and
rugged terrain are chief delaying factors here, rather
than enemy arms. At 0530, 180th Inf attacks against
scattered arty and mortér fire and pushes armor into .
Relchshoffen across RR bridge on W while assaulting town
from N and S. The town is taken by 1600. In the after-
noon, another column of this regt seizes Gundershoffen,
less than two miles S, after exchange of SA and MG fire
and grenades. after 315th Inf, 79th Div, takes Marienthal
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and Kaltenhouse, it turns B to cross Lioder R. &t Bisciwiller
since bridge S of Haguenau 1is. blown. BEnemy appears to idve
withdrawn from vicinity of Bischwiller beyond woods N of
Oberhoffen. The woods are cleared by 1502 and troops pro-
ceed to Schirrhein under heavy fire and with tank support.
occupy most. of the v1lluoc. The 314th-Inf is engaged in
fierce fighting at SE edge of Haguenasu, finally breaking

- enemy resistance ulong RR line. Ninety-fourth Cav Ren Sg

is relieved at Gambsheim by 117th Cav Ren Sq during the

_night, The 103d Div attacks NE toward Zintzel R. at 0530.

After crossing Zintzel R. on improvised footbridges, 410th
Inf asseults enemy strongpoints in houses in N section of
Mertzwiller, Group of L5th Div men who had been cut off
and in niding in that part of the town for several days

is rescued. To the NV, at Uttenhoffen, 4llth Inf crosses

"against less PeSlutuﬂCb elements r‘achlng UOPStlclﬁ, 2%

miles NE of the rlver, by nightfall, Znemy aircraft bomb
and strafe targets in 1034 Div sector. ’

FIRST _iDTCH ARMY

- IT Qpros Thirty—sixth Div repels small counterattacks in

Sigolsheim-Bennwihr sector. Inemy arty fire is very heavy.
Resistance stiffens along N frent of 3d ilg Div. Enem
infiltration causes 511 cht withdrawal to N 1u Orbe" area,

I Corps Second ior Div enters Fichelbach,”N of Doller.R.

-_“m-l,.- T . ° N
Fighting continues at Lutterbach, HNinth Col Div captures

Scnueferhot and Loechle, clearing last enemy bridgehead .
over the Rhine between {embs and the Swiss border.

alps Sector - Normal patrol and arty activity.

SEVENT 1 ARKY

LT

XV Corps Twelfth Armd Div elements (CCA) attack N to

vicinity W of Gulsinb. Units advancing toward Bettviller,
on Div R flenk, are stopped by a mine field and by enemy

“fire from.d8~mm. guns ‘which forces troops back to the RR

tracks. PctltﬁAOdercq1no is seized by 324th Inf, L4th
Div, against intense arty, mortar, tank cannon, and SA
fire, chcnty—flrst&;nf occxg%go Lbach Slersthal, and
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Frohmuhl against automatic weapons and mortar fire, much
of which is apparently from Ft. SllernOL, SE of Hottwiller.
he 398th Inf of 100th Div spearheads attzck N from Lemberg
tOWDfd Bitche and the Maginot Line, meeting heavy arty,
mortor, and SA fire., Severasl high ground objectives are
taken between Lembsrg and RCVGTuVlllbr " The 106th Cav Gp
continues to encounter enemy patrols on Corps R flank in
the Baerenthal area, deep in the Vosges iftns. Baerenthal,

Citself, is clebfed, but enpny holds high ground N and &

Of it.

VI Corps Inemy shells Niederbronn in 45th Div sector.

Teft fl nk elements are in hills N of Langensoultzbach,
Woods W of Froeschwiller on R flank are reached against
sporadic opp031tlon and town is cle.red, ageinst SP gun
and Sa fire, by 1700. Nertzwiller is completely cleared-
by 103d Div troops, which meet relotively 1ittlc resistance
as they advance over open and rolling terrain B of Zintzel
Re., since the Maginot Line is not menned in this sector.,
kines and demolitions are frequent, however. DEnemy
hastily withdraws across la Sauer H., but offers real
opposition as Div reaches Gunstett, E of the Sauer, Noder-
ate resistence is met as troops ne.r Woerth, on the L side
of the corridor bctwcgﬂ the Voszes forests and Haguenau
borcot but town itseli is ezsily occunied. The 313th

Inf of 79th Div passes through Schirrhein in approaching
> M <)
Soufflenheim from dirsction of Bischwiller. Fighting in
N £
Soufflenheinm is hbmwy'“nd’b‘id@che&d across Eberbach R,

is not est”allsncq until midnignt. Haguenau is SbCuTGd
by 3L4th Inf, resistance being reduced to occasional
sniper fire; Beiley bridge is installed across koder R,
Putrols report no contact with enemy in Haguencu Forest.
Ren units move along Hoguenau-Surbourg route through
Haguenau Forest. The 315th Inf complectes clearing Camp
G'Oberhoffen, where considerable enemy supplies are capturcd.
During night of 11--12 Dec, thc threc regts of 79th Div
arc coaverted into mobile combat teams. Nincty-fourth Cav
Ken Sg resturns to control of 14th armd Div from cttachment
to 79th Div, The 117th Cav Ren Sq is.attached to 79th

Div and moves to area N of Gombsheim,




iLAsss

Dec _ SCCt¢on I: VESTFRN FURCPEAN THEATER
1944 Part 2: Sixth Army Group

FIRST FRENCH aRMY

IL Corps Enemy units fail in attempt to cross the Rhine

N of Rhinzau., Germon tanks ere active in Bennwihr-Houssen
area as elemcnts of 141st and 143 Regts, -36th Div, attempt
to push into Beanwihr and 8 from Hills 393 and 351, Enemy
throws smoke screen over valley from Sig O‘Sdblﬂ to Bennwihr.
Third Alg Div captures Bas d'Orbey, E of B1 ond Hoir
Lakes, To the K, Fr armd slemcnts gain ground in wvicinity
of le Bonhomme, :

I Corps Continuingz its attack between la Dolisr and

la Thur Rivers, 2d Lior Div occupies Viecux Thenn, Aspach~
le Haut, and asbach-le BRas 8, hone more than 3 miles from
Cernay. :

alps Sector No contact with enemy,
fLPS 2ECLOr

12 U.S. SEVENTH &RMY

XV Corps CCa of 12th irmd DLV occupiss Guising, Hoelling,
and Bettvilicr. 4dvance of 324th Inf, A4hth D¢V@ NG from
PthD~JbQCTCﬂlH{, carries to 7 bonk of Schwelb R., over-
running farms bctweau‘ﬁi01nmunl and Holbkach. , The QqunCu
of 7lst Inf{ N from Siersthal is stopped by - olowa bridge
aend by arty fire from Ft. Simserhof in the Ensemble de
Bitche. These formideble fortifications of the Maginot
Line are situated on commending ground Qlong an E= line
- passing immediatcly N of Bitche. They are comprised,
“from L to R, of the fortresses of ulMoQThOfL, Schiesssck,
' OttprleL, and Grand Hohckirkel, each consisting of from
6 to 11 pillboxes or casemates, wnllu several smaller
fortresses fill in gops between the lerger emplaccments.
The 100th Div continues its attack toward Bitche s Teaehing
~high ground zlong the “higlwiay lﬂ miles SW of Bitche; on
DlV R flank elements arc approaching high groun c SE of
Canp de Bltcnc.
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VI Corps Elements of 2lst Pz Div appear in ssctor of

¢ me———————

Germon front held by 245th Inf Div and 256th VG Div.
Opposition increases on L flsnk of A45th Div-as 157th Inf
epproaches Lsglnot Line stretching ecross Vosges lits
1
Langensoultzbach is teken after bitter house-to-house
battles throughout the dey. S4 fights occur between
this town and Mattstall, 15 miles NE, lehwnts of 179th
Inf move NW from Niederbronn up thce Falkenstein R. to
Philippsbourg, where a few prisoncrs are taﬁen. On Div
flank, 180th Inf ottacks through Voerth to Goersdorf,
waere lengthy fire fight develops. Three eneuwy tonks
are driven from the aree ond 180th Inf clements procsed
NI to high ground of the Hochwold, Hesistance .at

- Dieffenbach and Geoersdorf, astride nmain roads E from

Yjoerth, is cleancd up by 411th Inf, 103d Div, and troops
continuc advance to occupy Preuschdorf and kitschdorf,
Fnemy seems to be withdreowing N toward Lembach, TFour
Germon armd cars are destroyed just boyond Preuschdorf,

-On the whole, isolated cneuny groups are surrendering

“Usg;;

rather than fighting it out. In center of Div sector,
LO9th crossos la Sauer R, at Guanstett, advances NE, and
clears Merkwiller. On Div E flank, 410th Inf clsars

Biblisheim and seizes Surbourg, necr N edge of Haguenau

Forest. Soventy-ninth Div overcormes final resistance at
Scufflenheim, at SE edge of Hoguenau Forest, and enemy
withdraws generelly from Hubucnuu arec. One column of
313th RCT drives on for Seltz, & miles HE of Soufflenheim
and at N end of corridor between Hogusnau Forest and the
Rhine. Half of Seltz is in their hands by svening. To
the W, other, column moves on parallel axis, moving up
through Hoguencu Forest to Nikderroesdern on N bank of
Seltzbach R. - Troops cross on ruins of blown bridge and
on o footbridge; by midnight they have cut all roads into
the village. Cav and recn ¢lements on Div R flank report
nine villages clecred batween Gambshein and Seltz.
Fourteenth Armd Div is ordered into -the line bestween 103d
and 79th Divs, to attack toward Germen border between

Wissembourg and Scheibenhard, Road block is remcved

from Haguenau-Surbourg road Jjust N of Haguenau.
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FIRST FRENCH ARMY

LI Corps pCT 149 units of 36th DlV are heav1ly attacked
in factory area. at B edge of Selestat. about 200 of the
eneny are captured after a second attack at 1730. Strong
arty resistance prevents 143d Inf from completely clearing
‘ridge line S of Hunawihr. Elements of 141st RCT lose
ground. before enemy attack above Kientzheim; enemy over-

“runs mortar positions near Riguewihr, but is turned back
with heavy losses in the afternoon. Third 4lg Div is
undexr strong enemy. Dresoufe at Hohneck Krutn, and Bussang
Pass, :

L Corps Fiercé enemy counterattack is 1aunched N of Thann
against elements of 24 Lor Div. First armd Div units

take some priscners during engagement with encmy detach-
ment in °“1welghouse areas,

4lps Sector .Fen and security patrols active.

‘

U.S. SEVENTH aRlY

XV Corps The 92d Cav Ren Sq clears area NE of Bettviller
and screens front line of 12th aArmd Div on Corps L -flank.
Under heavy fire, Engrs construct a bridge near Pebit—
Rederching., To the NE, elements of 324th Inf, Lith Div,
ford Schwalb R, in five feet of water, Seventy—Llrbt Inf
atbtacks toward Ft. Simserhof from positions between
Siersthal and Holbach. At 1600, enemy counterattack
throws the assaulting forces back from Freudenberg Farm.
Enemy also maintains harassing arty and MG fire on front
line troops. Small groups sent out by 71lst- Inf during
night to reduce concrete emplacements are mainly un-
successful., Arty fires long-range mission into tonn of
Brenschelbach, Germany, for 100th Div. Troops of 398th
Inf, 100th Div, occupf Reyersviller, less than 2 miles SW
of Bltche, unoppOSpd but are pinned down at edge of woods
by fire from-the forts and so remain in woods for the
night, while Div and borps arty is brought up.

7

S

&
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VI Corps Forty-fifth Div's 157th Inf clee rs Disteldorf,
2 miles . of Lembach. Patrols of 180th Inf, which nas
occupied Mattstall, reach W edge of Lenbacn, drawing
heavy uG and rifle fire from the town. Elements of 121st
Cav Ren Sg (XV Corps) relieve 179th Inf uinit at Philipps-
bourg and unit moves back to Niederbroni. The 1034 Div
continues attacking NE, reaching Soultz~sous~Forets and

Vemelshoffen against negligible resistance, Cn Div N

flank, 411th Iaf advances along edge of le Hochwald Iit.,
which is studded with unoccupied pillboxes of Maginot
Line; road blocks und mines aré nuuerous. Resistance
stiffens as Lembach-Climbach are2 1is approached. The
L09th IAf advances through wooded terrain S of Lobsann,
overcoming isolated pockets of resistonce, Fourteenth
Armd Div advences N between 103d and 79th Divs. CCa

‘proceeds NE to Soultz~sous—Forets and CCB moves E along

i

N edge of Haguenau Forest to vicinity of Hotten. armor
of 313th RCT, 79th Div, crosses swift Seltzbach R. and
clears remaining half of town of Seltz. RCT 315 clears

‘Niederroedern, 3 miles Wi{ of Seltz, despite heavy enemy

arty and mortar fire, especially on bridge site. Eberbach,
1% miles N, is also clecred. Fort Louis, on Div R flank

5 miles SE of Soufflenheim, is reported clecr by 1l7th

Cav Ren Sq. '

FIRST FRENCH ARMY

I Corns Second Fr irmd Div captures Witternheim, in
center of sector S of Benfeld, and reaches outskirts of
Neunkirch, to the &, after overcoming mined areas and

abatis. Znemy persists in efforts to dislodze 36th Div-

from ground commanding Colmar from the NW, but Div

continues to hold Fecht-imunhlbach river line from Selestat

to Ostheim and it._dp Sigolsheim, overlooking Kaysersberg
valley., Local witndrawals are made, howeéver, by clements

of 143d and lulst RCTs. Enénmy attacks on Selestat continue.
The enemy is reinforcing his positions vefors Hill 393 and

in Kientzheim Forest. RCT 143 inflicts heavy casualties

on enemy forces attacking MW of Mittelwihr. U.S. Taird

Div (VI Corps) sterts relief of 26th Div by commencing to
wove elements from Strasbourg area to vicinity of Ribseuville,
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In 32d alg Div sector enemy places heavy arty fire on
Bussaong and prdbes 5;r:ssively in Hohneck area,

I Corg Second Mor Div gleupnts‘have withdrawn from
Brandwaldkopf after enemy counterattack N of Thann,

alps Sector Ren activity and harassing fire on both sides.

Cannon Co of 442d RCT fircs propaganda leeflets into Grimaldi.
The 65th Inf Regt (less 1st and 24 an) rolieves units of 2d
Bn, 4424 RCT,and takes up defensive positions in'vicinity of
Sospel, Turini, Rogusbillere, and Bchcdcfe, with detachments
at chc and Peira Cava, also.

U.s.

SE VT—'L\TT 1 ARMY

XV Corps Forty-fourth Div qbvblops its positions elong
SulWle E., W and SW of Hottviller and commences attack
on Ft. Simserhof. uCVLﬂuy—LlTbL Inf ; regains grounda lost
on previous day, neutrclizing three pillboxes and taking
Freoudenberg Farm, then presses attack ageinst the personncl
and ampo entrences to Ft. Simserhof. The 398th Inf of
100th Div attacks HW from the woods S7 of Bitche and ad-
vaences beyond Ft. blbuleﬂbbrﬁ but is pinned down by
overwhslming fire as it lppro@ches Ft. Schiesseck, The
399t Inf is moving up by the Bitche—Lembérg road.,

VI Corps The 157th Inf of 4L5th Div Mbctb extreucly stiff
resistance from cnemy line running through woods N of
Lembachs Dug-~in enemy inf halts troops just E of roads
leading NW out of Lembach and very heavy fire is received
from Sa, UG, mortor, urty, and SP guns. On L flank, 179th

“Inf patrols reach high ground S of Hiederstsinbach, Lembach,

itself, is attacked rro;‘the S and W by 130th Inf and is
clecred by 1112. Tace road lcadino S out of the town was
found heavily :dined and blecked. Wingens 2 miles Ni of
Lembach ond within 2 miles.of the German border, is also
secured in the evening., fhed Div attacks bll”b
4< u1¢us wbw OL AlSSGUbO‘
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from the S, is struck by hcavy eneny barrcge. Swift
»urty uctlon enobles riflemen and machine gunners to secure

two hills flanking the villege, and Climbach is finally
captured after a hard fight. Reinforcements are sent
fronm 410th Inf when TF Blocksheer is counterattaocked in
svening by tbout 200 encmy infantrymen ond 4 tenks, The.
LO9th Inf tokes Cleoebourg, then comcs up egailnst strong
chemy rearguard action at Stcinscltz, Oberhoffen, and
Rott, villages immediatcly SW of “issembourg. CCa, lith
arrd Div, clears Riedseltz, 5 miles NG of Soultz-sous-
Forets, then is halted by intense and accurate fire and
is countcrutthck sd by 6 Mork IV tanks, Countercttack is
repulscd and two encmy tanks knocked out, Other eclements
of CCa arc ot Oberseebach, 2 miles SE of Risdseltz. CCB

- reaches Salmbach on Div R flank, having crossed opein
‘region botween Hogucnou Forest and the Bien woods, and
Yore s . . P . B . . s . .
Fighting begins within the town. Continuing the drive

W% along line of the Rhine,. armd column of RCT 313 of
79th Div recches outskirts of Lauterhach, whers it digs
in for the night under heavy firc from the city. Two
riles ¥,  RCT 315, which has moved up from Niederrosdern,.
is dug in-on outskirts of Scheibenhard. During night,
patrols report encmy tonks and inf -in both Scheibsnhard
end Niederlautcrbach. Third Div units commence move
from Strasbourg arca to Libesuvilie sector betwoen and

W of Sclestat and Colmar, where Div will relisve BDth

Div, which will tbku over Strosbourg aredas

FIRST FRUNCH wRMY

II Corps Continuing its attack ¢t 0700, 24 Fr arud Diw
advences S to vicinity of Bindornheim, over terrain
thickly strewn with mines and obstacles. Enemy countor-
attack. cgoinst 36th Div units in Ostheim is repulsed
during morning. Attocks abwlﬂut Hill 393 continue,
threstening to breck througn defenscs of 1Llst RCT. RCT
143 is heavily cngeged ot Hittelwihr. Near Benmwihr,

“two cnemy countvratt cks prcchpd by heavy Lrty prepar-

;%cﬂug1ﬁiurtmn1Mm
Ata Mtn Div crrives in
a1 Div sector.

5, o
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fneny mortars zctive in S of scctor.

L Corps another countocrattack hits 2d Mor Div less than
a ﬁllc I of Thann and is repulsed only after serious
losses have oceurred.

alps Sector ‘Houvy cnemy arty ond morter Fire on Sospel, os 05t}
iegt troops move into positidn. In the W, during 24-hr., period
ending at noon, StPOdJ encuy patrol neur Tournoux is dispersed
by cutomatic firs. Encmy artv end morter FTire received ot

le Tavoir and la Turre, W o IT jus tunnel.

icstern French Forces Bouhet and le Gue d'allerc are evacuated
after strong chcmy attack, ’

U.S. SEVENTH ARiY

- AV Corps  Seventy-first Inf, A4th Div, reconnoibers the
g pillboxcs of Ft, Simscrhof {rom the &and fights off
local counteratteacks. Denolition of $ entrances to the
fort is continucd. Dug~in tonks are ussd to fire ot
apertures in face of Ft., Simserhef. The 324th Inf re—
pulses scveral counterattacks in efternocon and improves .
3031t10ns agoinst further countcrottacks.: Bedium and
neavy arty is concentroted on Ft. Schiesseck in 100th
Div secctor, but cven 240-mm, -ond S-inch shells ricochet
off cosemates without inflicting scvers dcmmge, Three
of the 11 blocks of this fort have discppeoring turrets
cnd 2ll ere surrounded by moats and have tubes for
fOlang grenades cgainst attacking troops.. Both Fts.
Otterbiecl and Grand Hohekirkel, to the E, can cover
attacks on Schicsseck with thulf artye

VI Corps On L flenk of L5th Div, 179th Inf units in
tindstein-Nogolsthal ores are undcr horassing arty fire
all day. Thu 157th Inf continues uttuC} N into Bols de

Wingen, while 180th Inf advences I of Pt. ingen against

light fLSlot nce. from the front snd the B flank, - Germon
o 2mralcs SV

border is crossed during cfbvrnoon,-~y
of Wissembourg, is cvaruu by kﬁ% 5 I
3~hr, battle, and vHEMV rbtlrp




Dec . Section I: VRSTERN EUROPL.N THEATER
1944 _ S Port 21 Slxtq»mrmy Group

15 walled scction of Wisscobourge. Iorly in the morning, TF

Cont Blackshear end elemcnts of 410th Inf, 103d Div, rpgulsv
cnother counterattack at Climbach. Div attack at 0730
forces eneny to withdraw to fixed fortifications of the
Siegfried Line; attaocking forces cross German border
directly N of Climbach at 1305, CCB, 12th armd Div,
occupies Salmbach and Schlcithal and mokes slight gains
to the N cgainst heavy Say arty, and mertor fire.
Eletients of CCi advancing from ﬁludSultZ toward Wissem~
bourg ere holted by eneny fire frOh.QlTLCthﬂ of Oberdorfs
it 0550, RCT 313 of 79th Div attacks Leutcrbourg from W
and S and succceds in driving enery across the Lauter
and the Germen bordsr. During the afterncon, trobps are
under heavy fire from encumy arty across. the river; the
bridge is destroyed. RCT 315 clears Nicderlouterbach by
1100, seciges S half of Scheibennard and crosses Lauter He
into & port.

FIRST FRENCH ARWY
l;fCoroé Gerzons launch counterattacks across entire
Corps .front. Sccond Fr ared Div elemcnts arc forced to
draw back to S edges of Uitternheim and Neunkirch.
Thirtieth Inf of U.s.';d.Dlv is atteched to 36th Div in
vicinity of Ribeouville and snters combat at 1100, atback-
ing S against Kaysersberg clong oxis Chapelle de St.
slexis-Toggenbach road toward Hills 672 and 651. although
repeatedly countcerattacked, RCT 141, 36th Div, achieves
some progress on Hill 393, RCT: 143 consolidctes po=
sitions above Mittelwihr. Units of both 36th Div and 3Q
alg Div attack from region S of Bonhomme Pass toward
iont de Sigolsheim. Orbey; about 2 miles S of Lapoutrois,
is occupied. Counterattack by enery forces clements of
3d »lg Div to withdraw from top’ of the honi”05 (SL of Lac
de Retourncmer).

I Corps active ren. arty fire rcceived ut Lulhouse

Alps Sector. Lnemy ariy very heavy, pSObCl lly Just N of SoSpel.

u

Western French Forces anmy vocates Bouﬂct and Lu UuC'J!mllLTC
iy ow1n%$tng1r DO’Mqu"Lﬂt.
] ﬁ R
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SEVENTH. #RHY

XV CofEs “iahty—sevvnth Div, on R flank of XII Corps
(U.S. Third srmy), and 4hth Div, on L flank of XV Corps,
are converging in orea [ of Petit-lLic sderching, pinching
out 12th armd Div units. Bn of 324th Inf, LL4th Div, is
attocked 3 times during night by cnemy tanks. Two hills
SE of Bitche are captursd by 397tan Inf of 100th Divy as
elements of 100th Div wmeke limited attacks to sccure
fovorable positions for operations cgainst the Bitche
fortificctions. Twenty-scven tons of 500-1b. borbs
dropped on tho fOTtlllCuthHo Dj XIT Tal duVC llbtlL
upourbnt cffect. :

Vi Corgs The 157th Inf of A5thyDiV occupiés Nothweilcr,

‘“oout 5 riles § of Lecbach, then advences along roeds to
N and-NE. Platoon cf 179th Inf occupies Hirschthal, also

on Dhb vorder, but. 2% iiles SW of Hothweiler. advoneing
N from Tiingen, 180th Inf cleirs Bobeathal, on the Louter
R., and corrics the attack 1% miles farther I, until the
advence is stopped by firc from cncuy plllbOXuS. On 103d
Div R flank, 409th Inf by-passcs Wissembourg and entors
Gbrm;ny'ﬂ of the city, wmoving onto rising slopes beyond
the Lauter R. and seclzing Schwceigon and Rechtconboch.  CCA
of 1hth Ltrré Div passes through ° .1s°umoouru, crosses
Louter ., ond tokes Schwcighofen, to the ¥, with a smell
force, On Div R _lunk, CCB has greoet difficulty in
crossing Lonter . & oft Bisn woods. Thrés groups Cross,
only to be forced back to 8 bank by fire from cntrenched
cnemy forces, urty of 79th Div placcs TOT on Heu
Louterburg, village ccross the river and border from
Loutcrbourg, and inf enters uwnopposed at 1330.. Borg, 1
mile NE of Louterbourg, is token against slight resistance.
Units of 313th and 315th RCTs cross Louter R, in viecinity
of Scheibenhard, Opposite this Corps froant, Siegfried
Line 1s held by the Gernan 245th Inf Div, blbuwnbs of the
2lst Pz Dlv, ond the 256th VG Div.

i

II Corws Positions of 24 Fr ~vid Div ot Heunkirch and

VWitternhein ore held and strengthencd. RCT 30.0f 3d Div,

now with 36th Div, inflicts heavy CCSuuLleD on snemy”
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elements of 36th DlV, 1t enters Raysersberg during night,
capturing intact a bridge over the Veiss R. &rty fire
stops fresh counterattack by enewmy. o

I Corps Enemy attempts infiltration in Mulhouse. altkirch,
L OIS y ¢
9 miles SW of tiulhouse, 1s- s1elLed by enemy.

ALQS Sector Bnemy DathL attacks positions of 65th liegt.
Scattered o arty fire received.

17 U.S. SEVENTH aRMY

XV Corps Eightieth Div, U.S. Third Army, relieves 12th
Armd Div and latter w1thuraws to vicinity of Rimsdorf.
Forty-fourth and 100th Divs- contihue sttack on Bitche
forts of Liaginot Line, defended by 36lst VG Div and 25th
Pz Gren Div. Fire from 90-mm. TD units and 155-mm.
"uonu—lous" forces Germans to withdraw to underground
portions of thelr casemates. Fire is maintained on the
casemates until attacking inf are within 300 yards of
them, then foot soldiers and engrs dash to a selected
block and work on it while arty keeps adjacent blocks
buttoned up. Doors are blown in by dynamite dropped
from the top of the »illbox or by a pole charge across
the moat. Then the cupola has been entered across the
resulting debris, the ¢levator or staircase within is
-destroyed, thus shutting off any adQlthﬂal eneriy below.
Tank dozer '1s then used to bury the casemate, XII TaC
supports 44th Div with 3 close support missions over
Ft. Simserhof and Simserhof Farm. Dug-in tanks and TD's
‘place direct fire on the Fort and elements of 7lst Inf
are able to penetrate personnel entrance on aill to the
S (unit 9). The 1lith Iﬂ; moves I to relieve 324th Inf
W.and NW of Hottviller, after 1% hours of air and arty
borbardment, 393th Inf of 100th Div moves toward Ft.
Schiesseck under a light rol11nb barrage at 1130, 4assault
squads, using grenades and satchel charges and followed
by tank-dozers, dispose of first two blocks (10 aand 11)
and the Ft, Freudenbery personnel entrance, altaouglh under
continual harassing fire from blocks on top of the hill
and from neighboring forts and town of Ditche, Enemy
ooposes the attack with 88-mm., 77-mm., automatic weapons,
and 84 fire from the fortifications, as well as arty and
mortar 11re from hearsdy, psitions,., at 1130, 397th Inf

fifi
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17 launches diversionary attack on Camp de Bitche, on Div It
Cont flank. In center of sector, 399th Inf has captured

College de Bitche. Fort Otterbiel is bombed in afternoon
by 12 P-47s of XII TaC. During the night, Div Arty fires
on remaining blocks of the fortifications to clear paths
tﬂrou h the barbed wire,

E;mggggg Forty~-fifth Div. forces on Corps L flank advance
to point just S of Bundenthal;, which is on Lauter R.
over 3 miles NW of Bobenthal. Elements of 157th RCT
attempt to cross river in evening in rubber assault boatsy
but are forced back by enemy fire. Patrols of 180th Inf
find considerable enemy activity in Nieder Schlettenpach,
between Bundenthal and Bobenthal. Tire is especielly
heavy from enemy pillboxes and trenches along road W of
‘Nieder Schlettenbach. Having reached Siegfried Line, enemy
forces halt theilr withdrawal in the Rhine Valley. The 103d
Div runs into heavy fire from Siegfried Line N and NW of
Tissembourg. Troops are withdrawn slightly in afternoon
" to permit heavy bombing misslons to pound eqnmv positions.
CCA of 1hth irmd Div, confronted by intense enonr fire and
dragon's teeth defense works, likewise witihcraws from its
advance positions on roads to Ober-Giterbach and Steinfeld
as ZIT TaC flies two medium bomber missions of 120 sorties
against fortifications between these towns. ‘- Bombings have
only limited success, On Div E flank, CCB succeeds in
getting patrols across Lauter R. into Bien woods,  RCT
313, 79th Div, passes beyond Berg into 3len woods, where
it ¢omes under hesvy fire from Siesfried Line, RCT 314
comes forward between 315th and 313th Regts, advances into
Bien woods to outer defenses of Siegfried Line and digs
in below Buchelberg. IEntire 79th Div is now across German
border, ready to . assault fixed defenses of Siegfried Line,
and before it lie mine fislds, wire vntanglcmeqts, pill-
boxes, and an AT ditch 12 to 25 feet Wldu.

FIRST FRENCH ARMY
II Corgs Elements of 24 Fr armd Div relieve RCT 142, 36th
Div, in Selestat.. RCT 30 repulses heavy attack on B edge
of Kaysersberg'and Fr armd units advence through l4lst
~RCT positions to occupy Kientzheim during nizght of 17--18
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Dec, Little progress made by 143d RCT elements fighting
on Hill 351, ’

I Corps German counterattack on the Oberfeld, N of
Willer sur Thur, is stopped by erty fire. Enemy arty
fire on Mulhouse becomes heavy and further infiltration
“is attempted.

Alwos Sscﬁof Ren and security patrolling.

U.S. SEVENTH ARKY

Advence units of Task Force Harris (63d Div) arrive at

Camp d'Oberhoffsn, between Heoguenau and Bischwiller in VI

Corps scctor, where TF will undergo-intensive training.
XV'COQEE Twelfth armd Div is ordered, to reoccupy Bining
and arsa to the N, relicving 80th Div, wsrty of Lhth Div
continues to pound Ft. Simserhof to soften it for asseult
by 7ilst Inf. Encmy resists attempts of .attocking troops
to push along underground reilway tunnel from personnel
entrence, which is therefore abandoned aftor stairway aznd
ventilation system have been dynamited. By this time,
units 1 and 2 have also becn ponctrated, L4y 5, and & are
severcly damaged, and the turrets have been blown of £
unit 10. Freudenberg OP, a mstal dome of 12" steel, is
selzed, The 398th Inf of 100th Div captures <1l of Ft,
Schiesssck but block 2. T '

VI Corps Divisions of this Corps fight desperately to
breach the Siegfried Line, but arec ablc to makc very
‘little progress through the meny defensive works covered
by SA and MG fire from wsll entrenched positions. On
Corps L flank, RCT 157, L5th Div; continucs attempts
during night to outflank Bundenthal on the Louter R,
Troops wade through wolst~deep, icy water at threc
different sites, but are forced back to S bank by encmy
fire., A bn crosscs by = bridge at Bundenthel and enters
~the S cdge of the town. altogether 4 platoons becoms
cut off in the outskirts of Bundenthal for the following
5 days, as later attempts to cross at this point arc
thwarteg by c¢nemy firc, Div arty fircs on Rumbach and
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18 Bacrenbach, W and W of Bundenthol, rospectively. In
Cont arca S of 157th Inf pgﬁltlons, l?9th Inf cloaors

Nicdersteinbach, over 2 miles N§ of Disteldorf. ESE of
Bundenthel, 180th Div enters Nieder Schlettenbach, N of
the Lauter R,, ond holds it against a stiff counterattack.
It also securcs Hill 327, & of thc town, after spending

“ two days rcducing pillboxes in the vicinity. CEnemy
infiltrotes to the rear of 103d Div edvance clements,
obstructing roads previously clearcd. Div continuis its
attack on the Sicgfricd Line N of Climbach and “/isscmbourg,
cemploying csszult toams with satehol chorges.  The 409th
Inf seizcs hill 1 nilo'w of Docrrenbach, 5 milcs N of
T":'Lqscmboilr0'. Bitter resistance is moet by 4ilth Iaf,
which uses rocket louncher and AT grenedos in capturing
bunker on Hill 518, 3 milcs W of Doerrcnbzch., CCR!s
68th srmd Inf Bn is assigned to CCA on L flank of lith
Armd Div, re¢licving 62d AIB, and (Ci continucs the
assault on Sicgfricd Linc defenscs NE of Tiiss.mbours.
Siight progress is made, but cleiwnts cpprocching Ubor—
Otterbach arc driven back by heavy orty, Si, and morter
firc. CCB patrols % und of Bicn woods. Suventy-ninth
-Div forces focing Sicgfriud Line in Biecn woods in vicinity
of Borg and Bucchclberg: Teil in cttempts to advanes through
its outcr do fuﬂSbb, but by nightfall AT ditch near Berg
is uuccussfully filled with dirt so tanks con cross there.,

FIRST FRENCH ARMY

IT Corps Having froed road from Frelond to Kayscrsberg,
36th Div clcments continuc movoment SE and occupy
Ammerschwihr, where strong, tank-supportcd countcrattack
is rcpelled. RCT 143, attocking S, cleors Mittelwihe
~ ond reaches outskirts of Bennwihr. RCT 30 CO”plthS mop-up
in Keyscrsberg cnd vicinity.

Corps Encmy patrols TLUOLtud ot outskirts of Schweighouss
in 1z Doller M. scetor.

Alps Sector Very little activity. Seattcred wnumy crty falls
in 65th Regt orea. ) L s
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SEVENTH ARMY

XV Corps Scventy-first Ini ~of Li4th Div Jumps off against
Ft. Simscrhof cnd complctes i1ts reduction. Thc-llhtn Inf
attacks Hottviller, to the NW, capturcs it by 1045 and
seizes high ground N of 1t. BEnemy is withdrowing to the
No  The 398th Inf of 100th Div. surrounds block 2 of Ft.
Schiesscek cnd repesls snemy counterattack, Twelfth armd
Div rclieves cloments of 80th Div just S of German border,
in vicinity of Epping-Urbach.

VI Corps Torty-fifth Div o\trols feil to contoect 157th
Inf blvmwntu isclated in Bundenthel. Units attompting

to reach Bundenthol from the E arc stopped by heovy MG
firc. Interdicting crty, T, and morter fire is ploced
on cnomy. pillboxes N and N of Wicder Schlcttenbach.

The 103d Div suffers heevy casucltics from mortor ond orty
firc and hond grencdes. On Lo flank, 411th Inf, odvencing
on e¢ither sidc of the road to Reisdorf, reduces scveral
of ‘innumsrable cncmy pillbox positions, after three deys
of assault, lerge bunker SK of Roisdorf still holds out.,
Grenade launchers oend Div arty prove incffective cgoinst

Jdarger fortifications in the Sics gfricd Linc¢. Thoe AO9Lh

Inf capturcs two pillboxes W of Docrrenbach, Forward
units of CCA, 1hth armd Div, in arca “bove Cber Ottorbach,
reccive vnemy arty, mortor, and sniper fire oll day.
Scventy-ninth Div zttacks with 4 bas in thé Bicn woods.
ire obstocles and o road block prevent any cpprecicble
gain ond troops aru soon pinned down by chnomy firc. A
platoon of tanks &nd 2 cos of riflemen of 313th RCT cross
the AT ditech “bOVb Borg and knock out 3 cnomy pillboxes,

desing 2 tanks. .Two countorattocks arc repulsed.  The

314th HCT works up through woods SW of Buecchclborg. In
cvening, both rogts romain in plece cnd dig in, »

J

FIRST FRENCH aRiY

IT Corps Miutual rclicfs by bns of U.S. 3d and 36th Divs

~continuss, as RCT 141 moves to Strasbourg arce. 1Onlyv

light cnemy contoct in 36th Div scctor during dey. The
widespread counterattocks begun by the onomy on 15 Dec
hove boen stopped slong most of Corps front but continuc
'nﬁb and Lac N01r rbélon on N flocnk of 3d alg Div.
]

S




Scetion 13
Pm%~2:8b¢thU(ka

I Corps Encmy inercascs horassing firc
and snulls kulhousc. .

goinst Schwoigliouse

ﬁ;E uvctor Plemonts of RCT Li2 cuotu ¢ Gormen  minioture sub-

morine off monton. &ﬂuMJ activity throubﬂout .sector lan 2868

slightly.

- In ordsr to chock'Golwfn Lttbnjto et punlonugu,unq sobotoge
crmorcd rocd blocks are belng sch up tnrougnout arca hold by
this army 5roup. ' ' ' ‘

U.S. SEVEN TH ARNY
Nuwly crrived 70th Dlv$ now gt Dulte Basc, is cssigned to

this army; clements orgunize os TF Horren. Units of 42d Div
which have bucn attoched to Tnird Army arc.transfcrred to

Soventh Army as TF Linden,

XV Corpns Thé 87th Div, U.S. Third sry, DCSSVQ to commund
of XV Corps ot 2100s As 398th Inf, 100th Div, completos
the canturc of Ft. Scajussbcn, Corug gous on dofunsivys
jQUtu'*nL wulls bock to L031t on on high groanq to ths S
znd 399th Inf withdraws its co from Collecge do Bitchoe.
Aggressive potrolling continucs on both sides. ' ’

VI Corps Intense firs from unciny positions in «nd cbout
Bundonthal continucs to thuwort &1l cfforts to rescue four
platoons of 157th Inf, 45th Div, now cut off in the towmn,
Eloments of 180th Inf ot Hicdor Scialottenbach withdraw to
S of Leuter R, during the night to orgonige dofensive
positions,.. Bollcnborn &nd Docrrenbach, to the &; arv
shullced by lOBd Div arty. The 409th Ini'di*s in ot strong
positions N of Dourrppb¢cn5 cfter booting off strong
counterattack in which cnumy craploys fl;mp throwers and
Liolotov cocktails. Elements of Athh Inf dig in S,of
deisdort. Fourtuenth armd Div-corrics out agtrol dutics
and firing missions along ﬁvcntbuowcq—uauowavr lince,
foeing Sicgfricd Line defunscs of the onem Butwesn
this scctor ind the Rhine,. 79th Div gous on. thv chbn01Vu,




Army preparés to oxtond its: lins westuc rd to St &vold, re-
llbv1ng AII Corh of Third: Army.

[ESTERN BURGPEAN THEATER
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dlsuolv1ng its combuu tbuhb, locbtva in thu s gortlon
of Bicn woods, bncmy romeins vory uctlw, countoers
pwtrol moves w1th hcavy Si firc, and me 1ntu1as light
ﬂuTuSSLng firc on the regts,.

FIRST erNCH ARMY

IT Corps . Fr armd lempnts 1n 36th DIV scctor crocs
T‘”J. ach stroem in vicinity of Ammcrschwihr znd reach
quurry E of Katzenthel,  Thirty-sixth Div contlnuus
process of cxchanging 'pouitions with 3d Div, which has
been holding Str“aoourg arce ’

Alps Sbctor Arty cctive on both sides. Ren unit finds
chemy @lpmbnts ot Lanslcbourg,

U.s. SEVENT}i WRT

In v1bw of Gurmon offen isive in tlv ATAG nnus, Scventh

1

AV Corps On L flenk of 12th arad Div, 56th armd In? Bn
Vttgcxs carly in worning toward Uthllwr, oeross tho

Gorman border. Town is not udtuTvQ until late afternoon
and troops, soon. wltnqruw S of towm bucousu of heavy
Lhemy arty und morteor firc, Later in evening, two

© plttoons ro-enter the town. . Tho 100th Div extends its

u‘,ctor to tho W, ¥ LlluVng Ahta DlV, which in turn, re-
llquS 35th Div units’ in arca WE of Sarrcgucmines.

Heorassing cnciy arty Llfu s OﬂL”_“CthltV in Drbsvnt

100th Div scctor. Arca which 100th Div holds E .
Bitche=¥immenan linc will be occuulcd by VI Co rDo unlts,
in the neontime, 106th Cav Gp tokes over this creo as
100th Div ¢lemonts in question move Ni. Sul¢tlﬁﬁ of XV

rCorps,un;ts_l well unuprwuy by vDQ of" q

VI CorEs boﬁg&ﬂutnD1V'or5_n¢z S dvfbﬂSlVb bOSlthQS and
- sterts to relicve 1034 DlV in scctor; 179th Inf rolicves

5l gl OfmlOQth Tnf ond 18Qkh Inf proparcs to rolicve
11 unoble to contoct
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foreces cut off in Bundenthol. Potrol on L flonk finds
Schocnou, 5 milcs S of Bundenthel and 1 milc NW of
Hl"ﬁchth“l, occupicd by chncmy. Comiiend.of 3d Div scetor
pesscs to CG, 36th Div, ot 1430. Scventy-ainth Div units
romein in placc, meintoining contact with cncmy's defenscs
in and SE of Bicn woods. Ruch cutomctic and dircet fire
comcs from.cncmy forccs cround Neuburg, 2 miles B of Berg.

FIRST FP“WCH ARMY

II Corps U.S. Third Div complotes rolicf of U.S. 36th
Div on N flenk of Corps gzonc, toking over front linc
running S cnd S from Sclestat to vicinity of Kotzenthel,
3 miles MW of Colmor. Cor ] uOqullQ&tbo nuwly won
positions. During afturnoon, onciy morter fire folls in
arca S of Klentzheim. Slnolsnclm is still cicmy occupicd.

alps Sector BEnomy arty cctivity incrcascs slightly

U.S. SEVENTH ARWY

: arris (o d Div) relicve
the 117th.Cev Sg in defunse arce clong the Rhine R. frowm Scltz
S to Gambsheim; scctor guict, mith only. cctivity ;utro;llng to
W bank of Rhinc. TF Horren (70 h Div) bStubL181vo CP ot
Bischwillcr, S of Hogucnou Forest.

Two regts (253d and’ 255th) of IF H

rr
1
i

XV Corps  Forty-fourta Div complutes move into now scetor
extending from Erching westward to Strrcsucmines, rolicving
pert of 87th Div and completing rclicf of 35th Divy 11lhth
Inf occupi¢s positions NE from Sorrcgucmines to vicinity

" of Fraucnborg; 324th Inf, ceross the Blics K. on high
ground NE of Hobkirchun, losss ground cnd thon rogoins it
cs cnemy ottock is ropelled; 7ist Inf is in roscrve noor
Serrcinsming., Thc'LOO Div tokes over Lhth Div's scctor
os latter moves W, igs in in npy positions, paying
particular attention to AT difunscs, Hoirossing choemy
arty and 88-mm. firc continuss.’ The 103d Div is dotoched
from VI Corps and attached to tiils corps.
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VI Corps CCR of 14th armd Div ond the 117th Cov Hen Sq
bocomc TF Hudolson and move to Bacronthal, to W of 45th
Divts L flaonk, whore Corps. zonc has becn widoncd. to

Ancludc il of forusted Vosges lit. arca B of Yimmonou-—
Lemborg~Bitche~Pirmascns linc. Forty-fifth Div complotos

rclicf of 103d Div, thorcby extonding its front about 5

~miles to the B, to thc forcstl!s cdge running betweon

Wisscvmbourg .ond Borgzcbern, Units of 103d Div move to
Hundllno, 4 milcs W of Scrregucnines, and Div passes to
XV Corps command. Sincc Seventh armyt!s scctor is buing
widcned in consequence of Third arwy's move N, the
individual div's scctors also widen., Scventy-ninth Div
is ordered to estoblish o defonsive line alonz the Louter
R. from %isscmbourg to thc Rhinc, which mcons on oxtoension
of its scetor to the W by cbout lO milos, so thot it
becomes over double its former width. H®limonts of 215th
Inf move N ot once to rolicve 14th armd Div cloments
across the Gormon border E of Wisscmbourg. ‘

FIRST ERENCH ARMY

Il C’orgc Fr armd clements in 3d Div scetor procecd with
mopping up of Koyscrsboerg nuods. Third Div improves its
defonsive positions, :

I Corg JEncmy rold on Schweighouse repulsed.  Arty fire
is placéd on cnomy movemonts nonr hblulﬂ”uV and between
Suusaplm.und 11Tl Nepoloon. .

SEVENTH ARMY

XV Corps Moving from R to L flonk of the Corps, 106th
Cav Gp preporcs to relicve Third armyl!s TF Fickott

(6th Cov Gp, reinf.), W of Scarbruccken, - The 103d Div

commences ralicf of 6th armd Div (XX Corps) in arce SYW

cf Scarbruccken. Forty-fourth Div roiicves some. clizionts
of 87th Div on its R flonk =nd during night mokcs slight
tecticel withdrewal in Blics R. cree NE of Szrrozucmines.

Div arty is ective, Encmy attompts infiltretion to sccurc

prisoncrs. On R of AAth Div, 100th -Div commcncés rolist
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of ra mglnlng 87th DlV wlbnpnus,_und 37th DLV COLEICNCES
move. to vicinity of Dicuzc. e
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VI Corps On Corps L flhnx, TF Hudelson ceﬂol tus relicf
of 106th Cav Gp (_AV Corps). - Twelvo—uan patrol of57th
Inf, L5th Div, entoers Bundpnthgl,mftpr arty proporation
and brings .out safely undor protoection of heovy orty
‘barraogse tho more then 70 men who have becr *solutpq in
the town since 18 Dee.  Considerible encmy firc rocuived
along cntirg Dlv front. Very heevy - crty and “prtur
.concentrations strike in 313tn Inf svctor on it lunﬂ of
79th Div. Div units contlnuy,QDVp wcstw“ra to bake up
now defensive positions along the Leuter R, at. 0001,
36th Div is rcleascd from Corps to Scventh aArsmy control
as TF Lindcn bogins its rolicf in Strasbourg ssetor, ox-
toending from Herrlishceim on the N to Plobsihcii: on the S
Div.preperes to move to Sarrcbourg in XV Corps suctor. Re-

spon31blllty'for security of W bank of Rhine S of lunchhouse
passes from VI Corps to Seventh army,

FIRST FRENCH aRiiY .

II Corps Fiftcunth Inf 01 3d Div launchcs uttuon to
capturc towns of leOlShLlL and Bpnﬂw1nr.unu cloor Hili
351. Strofg cneuy rosistonce not frowo Sh, MG, mortar,
cand orty. firce, tonks, and Penzerioust weapon, . Towcrd
midnight, hopvy countorottock forces cloments of 15th
Inf back fromn H cutskirts of Sigolsheirn, B

Alps Scector During 24-hr. period onding ot noon, Fr -pztrols
capturc 35 Fs.in rogion of Col du Potit St. Burnord. dcn
and harsssing actlon by both.sidos. .

2L U, S SuVﬁN 1 ARMY
XV. CbrEs Encrmy moves: forward to ocoupy rogion ovecuated
by 4Lth Div clipents N of- Bllvs i.; foreing withdrawel
of outposts alonz the.river noor Hal hon, "and Div
. blows bridge-at Frducnbgrg, ﬂyllvf of d?t“ le by Lith
“and 100th Divs is c y ond “7uu ﬂblvo sy

Dieuze,., The 1034 Di ‘m piv
and cstablishus linc blv
of”
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Saarbruccken, to nulfbrdln 2, Just W of Surru”ucmincs,
" Relicf of TF Fieckett, 30 of Sa arorupckpn, is-comploted
by 106th Cav Gp.

VI Corps  Extensive patrolling conductod by 45th Div,
which ‘is in clese contact with cnimy, perticulefrly in
center .and on R of scctors  Scventy-ninth Div inproves

defensive 0051t10ns 2long Gerwen border frox Wisscubourg
“to the Rhinc. ‘Enciy patrols. arc clll vncounturud S of
Loutcrbourg; Blhth Inf- works to lmﬂrOVu dLLunuCS at.
Louter bourg and ‘Burg nd NE of Neewiller. .Div Bngrs ley
27 minc ficlds cnd Dqu re 5- batis. - Div completos re-
licf of 1hth armd Div, which pulls back to vicinity of
Surbourb' W of Hoguenou Forest..

" FIRST FRQNCH ARUY

1T Corg Bcnnw1nr is sccurcd bJ L5th Iﬂf 34 Dlv, before
¢nd of day. he 7tn and 30th Inf Rogts contlnup to inprove
their QbeﬂSlVL position. Third nlg Div is vioclently
counterattacked noor Lobereche end la Caspelle, SE of
Orbcy.  There is olso lively rosistance .Si-of Orbey.

I Corps  Ken and herossing fire ore only zetivity in
Corps 'zong,

Alps Scctor Usuul obscrvation patroel and llalson ¢cnlv1ty.
Erncuy arty fire in Mouricance rogion. -

25 U.S. SEVENTH ;:Rm

s3]
Y r‘rw

-i-Tty-stpntn Div, fblleud of cssignment to Seventh

o
2

Army ond designatcd SHAEF rescrve under oontrol OL Toulfth
-sriy Group, poves to Reins. sdvance clonents of AXT Cor)
arrive ot Scventh army CP at Savernc,

[

- XV _Corps Ren patrols of 103d Div.cross Ster R. near
Velferding, woking no contact with cacmy, Forty»fourth
Div arty meWst proximity fuze shell with good oFfoct
during: night of 24—-25 Dcovmnpla Tanks end arty firc on
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targets of opportunity during d ay, os Div potrels
cxtensively and coanccntrotes on the 1o wving of winos, wirc
and trip flores, and the construction of cbstacles,
Encry firc is sporadic. In hour-long fire fight, units
of 324th Inf ojoct smell cnomy. group which infiltrated
inte Blicsbruck duilng night. Elcmoents which move to
securc p081tlons in and around Frouchbery recoive heovy
cneny arty firc. Sncmy oceupics Erching, 1 mile N of
Rimling. The 100th Div relicves 12th srud Div ond ripels
two smell-scale enury attocks, '

VI Corps Forty-fifth and 79th Divs roonin in dofunsive

positions. Patrolling by both sidus porticulorly cctive

in W of Corps zone,

FIRST FRENCH sRMY

Ii Corps- Continuing its'attocb 15th Inf ovad Div
oceupics NE slopc of Jill 351.

lps Suctor Routine pz t“u711nb. fMorc propoagend? shells

ired over Grimeldi.onr the Meditlirroncan coost,

26 U.S. SEVEKTH +RMY

XV COLE_ P“urolo of 1030 Div fima ptuly occupics towns
of Korbach ond Lixing, 2bout 5‘”¢¢vs S of Scarbruccken. .
Toank domonstrrtion is mado in hllth,lnfyscctor. Forty-
fourth Diyjm_kgs4ginor'r@adjust*onts in-defensive po-
sitions; listcning posts and notrels cre scit into:
Habkirchea and vicinity of Roinheim. wrty-firc brooks

2up.cencentration of cncmy inf and tuﬂku on 1p0th Div L
flank, ncor Rimling, Twelfth armd Div moves  to-concen
-tration erca N of Dicuzc.. ' ’

'

VI Corps Torty-fifth Div is occcupicd ”itb'rﬁrrouoing
of units and preperation of counterattock plons in casc

of an cncmy. offensive. MW of Tlindstoin, cloments of 179th

. Inf ond 45th Ren Tr'att%choq_bo,l57tn In{ attack ot 0900

and cstoblish positions botween Dambach cnd Obsrstelnbach
without scrious opposition. : '
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FIRST FRENCH «RLY

IT Corps  Encigy stubbornly rcsists attompt of 3d Div
troops to advonce S of Bunnwihr. srty cxchaonge boconcs
~cspecially lively in vieinity of Sigolsheinm,

I Corps During nl 1t of 25-=26 Doc, Germons cttempt to
raeid Thenn. Although supperted oy hoavy crty, oncry is
'rppulsva with scvere losscs. '

“ggr sssive. patrelling on both sides. Smnll amcunt

Alps Suctqg' A
firc,

of harassing

27 U.5. SEVENTH .RMY

AV Corps Twelfth arid Div is placed under opsrationzl
control of ¥XI Corps os of noon. Fourty-fourth Div is engaged in .
intensive defensive pre r,Lr'g.tlono threughout its scetor E of
Sarrcguctincs. Town of Erching, just S of Gerimn burdor

ot boundary of A4th and 100th Divs, is found froc of an“y'

and 'spall 7lst Inf unit sccurcs high greund ¥ of it.

iX1 Corps ﬁrm“ﬂJﬂLMNuﬂdlﬂM4ﬁm!MNEdpuﬂhmkd
to this corps cffoctive 1200, Corps units ubSbLOlb in
wulsbourv~83rrv0uu“"’wrvw. ‘
VI Corns Attpmpt\of 157th Inf uaits on L flenik of 45th
Div to ettack N or WY pest Schoonau bring heavy snony
‘mortér and a}ty cencentrations which provent further
~progress N.  To tho S, strong rosistonce prevents
‘attached units from t:ukihg Obcrsteinbach. icngelsbech,
“to the NE, is clearcd, howsver; and trecps continuc N
of it, rcpulsing four strong countirattacks during the
night. The 179th Inf constructs defonsive pesiticas on
MIR in forcstod mountoins N of Wisscubeourg ond loys
large amount of concertino wirce clong forword positicns.
Engrs of 79th Div loy 1200 mincs during the doy. TDs
-and tonks, coordinating with Div srity, horass anmy with
nurcrous rounds of fire, -Lizht cnony crty fire falls on
forward units. Effcctive 18 300, TF Harris (oBu Div lbss 1
rcgt), TF Herren (770th Div), gnd_TF Linden (424 Div) arc
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ettached to this Corps in their prescnt locations along

the Rhine. TF Harris holds sceter botwoen kunchhousc and
Stottmotten, TF Herreon that from Stottomstton S te Bischhein,
and TF Lindcn thot from just N of Strosbourg te now V1
Corps—II Fr Ccrps.bougd;py-ncar Plcbsncin,

FIRST FRENCH ARNMY

II Cerps httmck of 3d Dlv trolﬁs cn Sigclsncliz 1s continucd,
clong with cffort to cleir monc of 15th Inf to tho linc of
Fecht Res lively patrel end ren actiwity. Early icraing
counterattock at Sigelshein: is ropulsed. The 254th Inf of
63d Div is dttachcq tc. 3d Div. ‘

I Corps "Encmy patrols active in S pert of Harth Furcst,
A fow o cnuly s shells nit iulhouse ond Ricdishoiin.

alps Scctor Scattored cnomy crty fire in S purticn'uf_QAth
sei Brig arca. Ren potrol of 65th Iaf Regt draws oncuy G
firc ot Cable Housc E of Turini.

U.5. SEVENTE sRMY.

: arey is dnstructed to continuc cn defensive, "propared to
give ground rothor thon cndengor. the dntesrity of its ferces. i
Sccond Fronch armd Div coucs unuvl onpcraticonal centrol of
Scventh sariy. '

XV Corps ront reacins quicts DutlbllLﬂb and slight cx-
;change'cf'arty'arp:only::ctivitlcs. COn of Lhth. arid
.Div:is attached 't¢ this:corps te' provide cn armorcd ro-

wgerve - betwecn the. Vosgesand the Sacr R.

VI.Corps = Corps is’preporing. con alternste moin Iinc of
resistance generelly following tho kicginet Linc, in
rcadincss for any lerge-scale cnomy cffonsives - Ho TubSlHF
and interdicting firc is cxchanged witi cneny in A5th and
f79th Divs? scetors. CCi-.of 14t h ArEd Div Lyvps to

:Ph lsopurb for attucnggnt o XV Caros. ﬂbrv cetivity

is slight in Curps R flenk suctor aleng the Rhine, held
by TFs Herris, Horren, ond Linden, Hizht patrolling is
cenducted, ’ L
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FIRST FRLNGH LRIY

II Corps Hills 216 and 351 arc cunpletely cccupicd and
15th Inf troops of 3d Div cntor ‘Sizclshoiin cgainst strong
cneny erty. Tewn is completely cleared by und of day,
yiclding cbout 150 Pils. -Potrcls & freix Osthein and
Guerar, cn the Fecht R., report only light coentact with
cncily. Sccond Froarod Div is roturncd to operstional
control of chunth ATIIY .

Alps Scctor un 0y mortors cnd arty very cctive in § scctor
of Lhth Ani Brig. Scventeen heavily-cricd Ltgll¢n Ei surrcaccer
to patrel E of St. Mortin-Vesubis,

29 U.S. &8 LuTq “RJY

Lriy is cuLUlvtln‘ its propoerations :galast UbSblOlw
cneLy cttock, Encrmy lincs are rzlqbd for prisvhurs.

XV Cerps  active n;trulling-cqptinucs, Thirty-sixth .
Div, rccently assignod to XXT Corps, is attoched to XV
Corps by crel crdcrs CG, Scventh ~riy, cnd corrics cut

trodning progron in vieinity of Lerquin, 30 wilcs § of
Sarrcgucirines. - '

ZXI Corps Corps is cormorkel s SHaZF rescrve.

VI Corps Enecry. snvlls Du@ouch and Obcrsteinbach on 45th
Div L flenk, On 79th Div!s front thore is Littlc octivity
during lost deys of ponth--only potrolling, ren, ond light
cxéh&ngb of arty firc.. Extonainz its ouctbr N along the
W bank ¢f the Rhine, TF Horron relicves TTF Horris. -

FIRST FREHCH :RKY

IT Ccrps Third Div cornmonces rbgr(uplna. ~t 1700, cnong
inf ‘and tanks attack frow the & toword aoserschwihr, which

is heavily sholled by cnery sizmltonccously, - The attiéck
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a LAY
nothor cneny attuck strikes ot 3d »l3 Div front noor
le Gras, B of Orbey. '

4lps Scctor Bnomy portors cctive in S of L44th weia Brig freat.

U.S: SEVENTH ~RMY

- Thirty-sixth Div end i9t¢,“1LJ Div wre relicved from
attechuent to XTI Cor ps and rovert to arry control ot 0900,

LV Ccrps Curps mointoins 1ts oob:tipns znd potrols to
the front. Elenents of 36th Div cre clirted cgoin '
cncuy poratroop landings in Corps. scctor, Platcr"
397th Inf, 100th Div, raoids weeds butwion Rimling -and
uU“lﬂg“UTbuCﬂp toking 19 Pis. & plrtoon u?'B%ELQ Inf
raids Dollenbach, 2 rdles B of Bpping-Urbich, cousing
cbout 25 cncnmy cosualtics. st 1530, 11 P-47s oporated
by encuy borb and strafc Potit-Hederching, Hohrboch, and
other villeges. Div fights to rointein control of ne-

1

Lmﬂ’S~lQﬂH a8 uﬂp‘v DiLKGS SOVCrs . wBtv_utu to CTSs.

D’)

1

3

VI Corps In 79th Div sccter, pncﬁy oomb cross-—
rogds in Surbcurg and Scultz-scus-Foro nin yoed
from Heguenou to Tisscobourg, cousing civilicn and
dlitory cosualtics, TF Horrds (=254th Inf) proporcs
te zove to XV Corps zoine.

FIRST FRENCH sREY

II Corps Scventh Inf of 3G Div ooves to 33 alsz Div
scetor., Enciy infiltrotes cato T slepe of Hill 216,
neor Bonnwihr, RS :

I Corps Sccund mor Div repels lecol ciunteratteck neo
Vieux Thann. Poatrol setivity e-ntinuecs in
and on 1'I1c L.fv_utn, NE of sulhousc,

ceithodin croa

£

alps Scctor  During 24-hr, pericd cading ot nocn, thore is
Cbﬂbltprublv cneny crty cetivity, porticulerly agoinst Brionccn
and Ccrvicres. Fr ski dotachronts carry cut decp ren pissions
in cnery positicins in the Tarcntoeisc ond Meuriocnnc.
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31 U.S SJV LN TH “RJY

P

" Sceond French armd Div and TF ﬁ;rrls rove from VI Corps
te XV Corps for attochoont tu lettor upen crrivel.

© &V GCorps Lnbmy DutP;Lllﬂg uctlthﬂ'chmusbs cn lO)u Div
front. “futrQWS clash ot Grosblicdorstreff cnd Behren in
firc fwrhtu. nooy areps . propogonda lealflets.

VI Corps Furty-fifth Div cngages in cetive pdtrﬁlling"
end work on defoehsive pesiticrs,.  Suventy-ninth Div front
likcwisc reimins gulct and werk is continucd on MLRE #2°
(¥icginot Linc). The 275th ond 276th Rugbs of 70th Div
erc withdrawn fron TF Horren for sttachiiont to 45th and
79th Divs rospoctively. The 275th asscublos ot Nicdorbronn
in recdincss to rolicve 624 srixd Bn on 45th Div L flonk
~between Pnlllppsooufg and Boerenthoel; the 276tk Inf
. osscrbles at Curm dtObernoffoen.

.

'FIRST FRENCH ;;Rmcv

IT Ceorps Thirda Div mcintoins and 1¢0Lqus uufen ive
pesitions. K¢pnt4 win and Sigelsheln arc uncer Snony -
arty firc, :

I Corps Eneﬁy roids on posts ot Konbs and’ bﬂ l’Ilp
Nepclceon rvbbllcd by arty flxb,
alps Scetor Enouy orty ond wortors very cetive clung cntire
front of L4th s.i Brig.
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1 Italy
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XIII Corps Right flank of Fifth army is held by XIII
Corps with 8th Ind and 3 British Divs (uth srmd, 78th, and
1st) in line; Corps troops are opposed by elewents of
98th Grenadier andglst‘Pura Divs, In 8th Ind Div sector,
5th Lancers, on R flenk, remain in high ground area along
Lamone R. within 2 miles of “risibhella (under attack by
elements of lI Polish Corps of Iighth nxmy), W of rlver

.in area 4 miles SW of JnnﬂghelWa, 19th Brigz secures i,

- Giornetto, while on L flank 21lst Brig makes some advance

on both. sides of. Senlo R.-in v101n¢ty of Casola Valsenio.

In Fontanelice srea, 6th Br armd Div is established along

Firenzuola-Imola road and high ground sbout 3 miles on
either side; patrols of °6tn Armd Briz report enemy firmly

‘entrencned on ki Tenzolu, 1% miles due i of rontanslice.

In mountainous area Nid, 78th Br Div reports increasing
enemy shell and morter fire with no chanze in forward
positions. 4fter yesterday's unsuccessful attempt to
retake 1i, Castellaro in . Grende area, elements of &dth
Brig, lst Br Div, remein cuiet althouzh patrols on re-
mainder of Div front continue_active.

II Corns At beginning of m.ontn thn, 34th, and 1lst armd
Dlvs continue to nold defensive line S of uologna°
opposing these units are elements of Germen 1lst qua,
42d Light, 29th PG, 65th ‘Grenadier, Ath Para, and %339 SS
PG Divs.  Enemy, attempting to 1n¢11t 2te positions of
34th Dlv in viecinity of Route 0551; repulsed by Si fire,

IV Corgs7'ht beginnin"bf month IV Corps front (approxi-

mately 39 rndles long) 1s held from 7‘*0 h’*J*éth Sa armd
Div on R, lst Infd D1v, Brazilien dipeditionary Force; 1in
center, and TF 45 (1ﬂvluuln 39th Liha Regt, 435th and
L34th ask Bns, and 24 Bn of 370th Inf, 92a DlV) on L.

On Corps I flenk, elements of 24th Guerds Brig, Oth Sa
Armad Div, agein uzbeu@tln to jedin Ml Sole hill mass be-
tween Setta and Reno rivers, leunch local attack to secure
high ground N of kurazze on W side of Setta R.; objective
gained ageinst stiff cnemy mu unq arty fire, Reliefs end
Oatrolllng are. tanln‘ remainder of front.
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Army Troops  Ninety-second Div, holding coastal sector from
IV Corps boundery to Ligurian Sea, continues active
patrolling, maintaining contact with adjacent units of TF
L5 on R; 34 Bn, 37lst Inf, relieves 365th Inf in place.

Italy
~U,S¥."FIF‘TH ARMY

CALIT Corgs Cn R flanK in dth Ind Die 3cctor, 6th Lancer

engage enemy. at la Strada, 5 miles SV of Brisighella;
farther W, 2lst 3riji mekes minor gains in high ground S

of Casola Valsenio. Brisighella is reported clecr of
enexy by II Polish Corps el=ments of Bighth army. Forward
units of th Br airmd Div establish firm positions about

1 mile NE of Fontanelice. In k. Grande-M. Cerere area

~held by lst Br Div, patrols engege Germans in fire fight

nesr Casetta; intermittent arty and morter fire received
dur1n~ day. ,»elleS are effected throughout Corps sector.

111 Corus - Al11 div.sectors are quiet with routing patrols

being maintained. In lst arpd Div sector 1 of foute 55,
patrol cof 6th Armd Inf Bn crosses Savena . and contacts
enemy in vicinity of C, kuova, S of M., Castellazze. CCB

‘reverts to coumend of 1st Armd Div and tekes over 9ist

Ren Sg sector,

IV Corps In BEF sector, neavy eneny arty reported in

vicinity of Lissaho and ‘Riola on Reno R.j forther W,

-elements of 1lst Div repulse elements of 232d Grenadier

Div attempting to infiltrate positions just S of M.
Castcllo, 3 miles & of K. Belvedere, under cover of

morter fire. TF 45 continues pa wbrolling.

Army Troops Activity limited to petrolling; scme eneny
SA fire recelved about 1 mile N of Terrinca, 3 miles NE
of Seravezza. Third Bn, 370th Inf, is attached to IV Corps
and placed under operational control of &th SA Armd Div,
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3 Italy
"UsS. FIFTH 4RMY

LIIT Corps Dighth Ind Div mokes no progress excent on
L flenk in 2lst Bri; sector where forwerd units reach
new positions & and SE of Casola Valsenio, reporting
M, Faggeto, 2 miles & of town; clear. To i, Longhina,
1 mile E of Fontanslice, found unoccupied by troops of
1st Guerds Brig, 6th Br armd Div., Lisnt cnemy mortar
fire falls on _ositions of 11lth Brig, 73th Br Div, in
vicinity of M. Spaduro durihg day end increased toward
evening. Throughout Corps zone patrols maintain contact
with enemy., = o g

3

¢

II Corps The 365th (-) Inf, 92d Div, is attached to 88th

Div. East of ioute 65, elements of 158th Iaf, 34th Div,

beat off Germens attacking k. Belmonte. Ninety-=first Div
- 'D - . : N —

assumes command of -133d Iaf, 34th Div, ssctor on I of 34th

Div at 0600 and new boundary becomes effective at same

time. : '

IV Corps Hew inter-Corps boundary is esteblished on K .
Tlank of 6th Sk nrm¢ Div; elencnts oi L/13 Frontier Force
Rifles (FFR) relicve elements of 24th Guards Brig. Re-
newing attocks at 0140, Germans, supported by arty and
morter fire, force Brazilian troops to withdraw from
positions S of i, Castello which are regained curing
morning. :Inter-bn reliefs arc being carried out in lst
Div, BEF, sector. On L flank, petrols of TF 45, operating
in vicinity of Hocca Corneta, ST of Ii. Belvedere, receive
considerable enemy SA fire. SR

Army Troops Patrolling continues and contact with TF 45

on R is maintained. Encmy arty active .in coastal sector
at night. o ' o

é; Ttaly

U.S,. FIFTH ARMY

XIIT Corps Eighth Ind Div con &s advahce alonz Lemone
- fas) SOV ()

and Senio rivers: on R flank
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about 3 miles SW of Brisighella, and height just to W,
while Casola ValenlO and Prugno, 1 mile NW, as well as
Valsenio, about l miles downstream from Casola Valsenio,
are occupied by troous'of 2lst Brig. During night of
L/5, elements of lst Guards Brlo of 6th Br Armd Div begin
attack to seize 4, Penzola, 13 miles N of Fontanslico.
Patrolling continues on famglnder of front. :

'II Corps At OlOO, ooundary bctween II gnd IV Corps is
extended about 2~ miles We.  Thirty—-fourth Div patrol

'contucts enemy just NE of M., Belmonte.

IV Corps South african patrols comtinue active, contact-

‘ing enemy. at 5 points along div front. Intensc .mortar
and arty fire is rcceived in Bragilian sector during
afternoon. On R flank of TF 45, patrols eng ugc pnemy
near Ronchldos, N of Gugglo Montano.

'Armz Troops = Enemy patrol uttvmpts to 1nf11brute po-
sitions of 370th Inf, 92d Div, in vicinity of Vergemoli,
3 miles W of Gellicano. BEnemy arty reported moderctely
active. ‘

5 Italy
U.S. FIFTH ARMY

V-KIII Corou In 8th Ind Div sector, while 17th Brig
sstablishes platoon &t la Stroda, 2lst Brig mckes loca
advances on both sides of Senio R, in vicinity of Casola
Valsenio and secures li, Battogliola, almost 2 miles due
N .of Casola Valsenio. North of Fontanelice, after
capturing ki. Penzola and-height just SE, slems
Guards Brig, 6th Br armd Div, drive off 2 eremy counter—
attacks.on these positions by arty fire., Hecavy enemy
shelling and mortcring received in 78th Br Div sector,
Nineteenth Ind Brig, 8th Ind Div, cssumcs :command of 2d
Brig sector of 1lst Br Div at 1000, &4 new inter-army
boundary is established betweesn XITII Corps and IT Polish
Corps of Eighth army to facilitcte operations .on R oF
XIII Corps os some of its units are plﬂCch out OJ advance

of FEighth Army.
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II Corps Corps troops maintain active defense with
normal patrol activity.  Patrol of 34th Div captures 5
prisoners in vicinity of M. Belmontcy en

3

Ly crty roporied
light in Div sector. The 135th Ini assuwmes comnand of
L flank of 34th Div. o ‘ '

IV Corps Five patrol clashes reported on 5th Sa armd Div
ffoqt mqdercte crty falls on forw.rd positions. Encmy
shells Riola on Reno. R, in BEF scctor. TF L5 continues
patrolling ond mainteins contoct with 92d Div on L.

army Troops - Elements of 92d Div repulse enemy coubat
petrols opercting in areas N of Galliccno end Vergemoli,
Cn E sicde .of Reute 1, strong rcn patrol of 371st Inf
contacts enemy just S of Strettoin, teking some prisoners.
Bnemy arty is reported light throughout this section.

6 Italy’

U.S. FIFTH ARMY

XIITI Corps &ffective gains mede in Sth Ind Div zone: on
R L*uﬂL, 6th Lancers continue advonce ‘down Lamone R.,
taking SuvaWl positions downstroam from lo -Strada and
reaching . Bitella cnd nearby neights about 3 miles

from, Brisighellc; 21st Ind Br;~ continues local wclvancus
in Cesols Valsenio arec and in Sintrie R. vellsy 2 miles
SE of town. In 4th Br Armd Div sector, 61lst Brig godins
severcl positions in high ground 13 miles B .of Fontanelice
without opposition, while ¢lements of 1st Guards Brig
secure cznother hill N of town, Hecor Co di Lucca, elements
drive off enemy platoon attempting to infiltrate positions
cof 78th Br Div. Third Brig of lst Br Div assunés comand
of its sector ot 1415.

II Corps New 8&6th-34th Div bound:iry becomes effa tive et
0345, enlarging lotter sector chbout 1 wmile, as elemcnts

of 168th Inf relieve elements of 35lst Iaf. First arid
Div reports light cncmy arty.

IV Corps & of Rout %ohmln otq SAa Arﬂc Div zone, potrol
clash occurs at Cas é% ?% ] f Vergcto; other
patrols, operating ‘ ' GrEl nsidercble SA
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and mortar fire. Germen notrol, attempting to infiltrote
positions in Pelagzzo area, N of affrico, is repulsed by
units of lst Brazilian Div after brief fire fight;
reliefs eare teking place in this sector. Troops of TF
45 drive back cnemy patrol in arec NA of Gaggio Montono.

Light herassing arty fire felis dn vicinity of Riole,
Llssano, end Gogglo oateno. o

gggngrons hodercte cnemy erty fells on front linc
positions,  Smell cnemy clash is “bJoruvd in COLSbul
scCtor.

7 Itai:
U.S. FIFTH ARMY

AIII Corps Right flank clements of &th Ind DlV occupy

Me Bitelle without opposition and contact Italicn units

of IT Polish Corps in arca. cbout 2 miles W of Brisizhellag
furthcr W, 2lst Brig makes slizht prog russ in crea about -
14 milcs N ond NE of CubOlu Velsenio. Patrols of 4th Br
Armd Div find position 1% miles S8 of Fontanelicc uri-
occupied; late ot night heavy eneny shellinz is reported
in lst Gu'“ds Brig scctor. Soie shemy shoelling reported
in 78th Br Dﬂv 5€ ctor In 1st Br Div zons, while patrol
of 19th Ind Brig is ambushed near M, Cerere, other
Clpmpnts of Brig drive ouch 2 bncmy raids hearvy.

II Corog;[Patrolliﬂg continups; SOInG artyvf&lls in Corps
erea. (On extreme R flonk in 88th Div scctor, pitrol
_contucts ehemy , c@u81ns him to withdraw.

IV Qggps In 6th SA Armd Div scctor on R flonk, slemonts
of 370th Inf,attached, relieve elements of 11th Sa Armd
Brig. Enemy arty reported wgwln =t Riola and Silla
along Reno R. ond in v10¢11ty of Cutigliano and Vizzancta
on L flenk., In TF 45 zone, patrol, operating in arca of

Ronchidos, withdrews aftér cngoglng enemy in fire fight.

Bl

Army Troops In arez W of Scrchio R., cnemy mortar fire
falls between Gallicano and dolazzona. Petrols continus
active along rcm&lnder of front. '
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against T0551bnuno, about 9 paleo_fron

XIII Corps - Patrols crc active on citire Corps front.
JIncreased enemy fire reported in Penzola. arss, N of

Fontanslice, where cloments of 46th Br armd -Div engage
in fire fight. Intermittent shelling and mortoring
reccived by 1lth and 38th Brigs, 78th Br Div. Heaovy
mortaring taxes pLqu in S sector of 1lst Br Div.

II Corps Light arty falls;onnpositions along Corps
front with inercesed fire in vicinity of Liverpgncno.
irst Armd Div petrols cre active; sporadic enemy mortar
fire reported neer la Piano, H of konterwmici.

IV Corps Soutq african units agsin attempt to goin
posscssion of k. Sols hill mess in Setite Velley: during
night of 3/9, L4/13 FFR scnd attacking forces against 3
hill positions on SE 'slopes of mountain (“111 BT70, LL5,
and h)l), losing former but gaining latter two cgeinst
stiff resistance. EBnemy arty recelved by Brazilicn »
forwerd units in affrico and Volpura arces.  During night
8/9, in TF 45 scctor, 900th ani Bn assumes comrmand of
435th ash Bn which reverts to control of army.

Army Troops On & side of Serchio R., patrol of 370th
Inf, 924 Div, reaches Castelvecchio without contact,
whllc to.SW, patrol of 37lst Inf ecngaoges cencmy in fire
fight about 1 mile N# of Livigliani.. Lizht encmy Lnty
is reported in coastal svctor in vicipity of Forte dsi
Marmi.

FIE ARMY

XIII Corps Slight gain mLﬁv_oown Cesola Velsenio-Castel
Bolognese road by 2 st Brigz, 8th Ind Dlv, Dirscted
Fontanelice,

Div estebiisn uqit in uvnoccupied

' just - of Bo T30 LOSol Znuno,

elcments of 6th Br ar
Positions neirby uﬂd 8,
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‘taking 5 prisoners. Fizhting patrol of 1lth Brig, 75th
Br Div, kills 4 enemy immedictely N of k. Spaduro; 36th
Brigz assumes commend of lst Guords 3Briy sector et 2130
and new boundery hetween 78th Div and Sth Br armd goss
into effect.

II Corps . Heavy encmy arty reported in 83th Div sector

in vicinity of Savamza. folicfs are toking place through-
out Corps area. Blements. of 3624 Inf, 9lst Div, relieve
elements of 133d Inf, -34th Div, of screecning mission.

IV Corps Elements of /13 FFR, 6th Sk wrsd Div, which

captured Hill LA45 yesterday are severely countesrattocked
¥ R J ¥y Cc :

from N and forced to withdraw to prepared positions on

S slones; during night of 9/10, troops cre olso pushed
Fy 3 & 2. & s

Srom Hill 431 because of very ncavy Sa fire, Enemy

shells Porrettsz, Sillc, Riola, and Gagygio montano. To
S¥ in TF L5 sector, slements of 900th ana Bn establish
outpost at Pisnacclo, zbout 6 miles W of Porretta.

Army Troops Ninety-sccond Div maintains nressure on

enemy by patrolling; local relicfs and sttachments are

accomplished without incident.

10 Italy

U.S.

FIFTH aRMEY

XIII Corps Eighth Ind Div continues petrolling, contacting
enemy in severcl positions on both sides of Senio i,

about 1 mile NE of Valsenlo; cnemy ocutpost H of toun is

forced back, ' In Santerno R. Valley, Borgo Tossignano is
found unoccupied by elements of &lst Brig which report
enemy entrenched just  of town. Heavy MG fire received
in 11th Brig sector of 78th Br Div. OCn L flank of 1st Br
Div, patrols attack enemy position about 1 mile ¥ of

4

M. Castellaro, inflicting casuclties and taking 4 prisoners.

II Corps Heavy enemy crty is received in 88th Div sector

during afterncon.. Reliefs occur in 83th and 34th Div

sectors. On L flank, patrols of &th armd Inf Bn, 1lst
Armd Div, cross Savena R. in vicinity of Campuzzono, and
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¢llo and Fazzino, unoccupileds

find 2 smell villeges, Fazzan
fe ond bomb Route 65 and other

4t dusk Germon planes stro
objectives in Corps areo.

IV Corps Mcreono, Silla, Geggio lontano, and Porretia
are again objectives for heavy enemy fire. TF 45 sends
out severcl patrols which make no contoct; locael reliefs
are taking place. ‘

ATy ”rooEs Aggressive pctrollinﬁ on div front continues.

‘Elements of 370th Inf, 92d Div, contact snemy ot Hills

32‘uﬂd 1031, 1 -and 2‘m11vs.SJ of kiolazzona, respectivily.
AT guns and MGs of 37lst Inf hove zood results aguinst
gnemy. in coastal arca,

11 Italx

0

IFTH sRMY

XIII Corps activity of 8th Ind, oth Br armd, and 73th
Divs coafined to patrolling. - Sixth Br armd Div recelves
sporadic enemy shelling in arece chout 1 mile B of
Fontanelice, In lst Br Div sector, ¢ 15 repulsed
after penetrating positions. in are:z i nile N o£ Li, Grande;
24 Brig tzkes command of 33 Brig secto

II Corps Heavy cnemy arty concentrotion is received in

R IASE S J ) J

38th Div sector at 1800. Thirty-fourth Div patrol captures
priscner in viecinity of ii,. Jvln@ﬂub. ’

IV Corps In Setta Valley on R L*th, L/1% FFR of 6th Si

carmd Div attack-Hill 431 at OLLS and recapture this
objective despite heavy arty and morter LonchLrations.

In effort to extend pesitions in i4.. Belvedere crea,

‘Brazilians, -supportsd by 900th usn Bn on R of TF 45,

prepere for-attack on M, Torreccia~ii. Belvedere ridge.
In Cutizliano area to Si, enemy forec, attempting to
infiltrate positions of TD L5, is pushed ogck
nrgg_Troops Patrols centinuc -normnl act1v1ty uhfou ;iout
924 Div sector, AprOAll't;ly 1 mils N cf Souo“clonla9
on B side of Serchic R, .paj £ 370th lni encounter
enemy S4 fire. Light
flank,
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AII1T Corps Inemy cctivity increasing througnout Corps
front. In 2lst Brig sector of 8th Ind Div, elements gain
several high positions between Sintria and Senio Rivers
in erea NE of Cesola Valsenio. Heavy enemy shelling

and mortearing reported in 7&th Br Div zone. &t 0730,
enemy (3d Bn, lst Para Regt, lst Pera Div), supportcd by
smoke, launches attack in M. Cerere arca agcoinst 19th Brig
of 1st Br Div ond captures Castel huovo on S slopes of
height; leter in doy clements restore lost ground by
counterattack; casualtics te both sides sre bolieved
hbu.vy . ’

1L Corps Corps secctor continues qulﬁu wltn scme enemy
arty concentration in 34tn Div zone.

IV Corps On R fi:mnk in 6th S. ariad Div buCtOL, Germans
Tiunch unsuccessful CUuﬂbvfuttMCﬁ} preceded Dy mortar
fire, azcinst troons of /13 Fii on Hill 431; réinforce-
ments for FFR are moving up for support. To SW in BEF
sector, ofter JO ﬁlnut”° of e¢rvy preparation, lst
Bru21ll&n Inf, 1st Inf Div, (W1Ln 2d and 34 3Bns 2breast
and supported by tonks) ottocks toword . bquCLlO, 2
miles NE of Gaggio sontono, at 0630, making good Drogress
until noon against encmy rosistonce centered mostly on

R bnj; however during afternoon Bragilian troous =re
thrown beck because of very noovy and increasing encmy
Sa, ncrtir, ond arty fire. Diversionary attack by TF
Nelson on Brag zilion R flenk is successful with troops
pushing elong ‘Route 6L as far as LulOuSSb, about 2 miles
NE of Rlola., In TF 45 zgne. tc. W, 2d irad Group is in-
structed to at*g strong diversionary attocks in M.
Belvedere ersa to support Brozilian troops: during early
heur's R flank clments of 900th ssaa Bn, preceded by crty

o
preparation, penetrate to N edge of Corona, while L flank

units attack and gain S portion of, Rocca Cornete afte:
heavy shelling; by noon, epemy, supported by crty, nortar,

and MG fire, begins flanking movernt and.-drives troops
back to initial p051t1unu.
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Army Troops Patrols of 370th Inf contact cneiy cn B
side of Serchic R. in viciaity of Castelvecchic. Horossing
eneqy arty falls in Fistrosante erea necr Houte 1.
13 Italy

U.S, ¥

F H nRﬂ:Y

XIIT Corps Ele ‘&nis of Sth Ind Div assist 6th Br ATHR
Divis attack with dcmpnutrbtlonu in thelir scctor. Pre-
ceded by necvy arty and mortar barroge, 5lst Brig of

6th Br arwd Div, attompting to penctrete down Castel del

Rio-Imola road in Senterno Valley, cttacks Tossignano and

Borgo Tessignano, esteblishing 5 platoons in former fown

°0“1nst bitter resistance from troops of 755th Grenadicr

?cot of 33Lth Grenadier Div and ceccupying lotter place

) alnst only crty fire; this offensive goeretion is nade
avtenpt to ald Bighth avigy's NW push., First Br Div

a

sect v rercins quiet cnd relicfs are being carried out.

II Corps Except for hcovy enemy 2rty concentraotion in
34th Div zone, qups 56 Cth remains culiet,

IV Corps Reliefs are toking plece throughout Corss aree
Little enemy activity repcrted during doy cexcept nerassing
light arty and morter fire in TF L5 zonc.

arny Troops Contact with chnemy ond adjocent units is
meintained by 92d Div. Sixty DLuQCS zive eir support,
successfully attacking zun positions ¥ of batile arex,
Increase in encmy orty is reperted. ‘

U.3.

FIFTH aRLY

AITT Corps Sixth Loncers, Sth Ind bDiv, contact elcements -
of II Polish Corps in aree 3% miles E of Cosole Valsenio.
Elements of. 6lst Briz, 6th Br s»rud Div, arc unable tc

bring up reinforcements to garrison in Tossignane because
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of heavy German arty and morter fire on approaches to
town; situation in Tessignane considered grave. Thres
wiles MWW of Tossignono, blbmbﬂbo of 36tha Briz, 73th Br
Div, attack and secure Carmmaggio, about £ mile W of M.
kezgiore), but are forced back to orizinal positions by
heavy encay fire; mecnwhile other elcients of Brig arc
also tiorcun back after attempting to take position uDUut
1% wiles ®. In . Cercre arec, leading Indian elcuents
attached to 1lst Br Div cceupy pusitions near Frassineto
and repulse encry raid on mountcing to N clements of 24
Brig push back cnemy attempting to penctrate positions
about 1 mile E of ii. C stellaoro. :

11 Corps Putrolllnf continues; eney crty fire increases
pSpCClally ‘in 34th Div’ secnor and zloingz Route 65. .

IV Corps Sixth Sa srnd DlV front morked by incresésed
arty duels and patrol action. On L flank, elements of
TF 45 receive Si fire in vicinity of Ponuv ai Sestulonc,
W oof Cutiglianc on Lime R.

army Troops Int’“—bn reliefs and patrolling continue
throughout 92d Div front: On L flenk, poetrol of 371st
Inf engages encmy just W of Serevezze, Light enewy arty
continues to fall throughout Div sector.

15 Itely
U.S. FIFTH ARMY

XIII Corps In 6th Br armd Div sector, eneny seizes
Tossignano, killing or capturing most cf town's defenders
(elements of 6lst Brig) who were uncble to ssecape to
Borgo T0381gn anoj this unsuccessful attempt cost British
approximately 200 officers and men., Reinforcements are
sent to Borgo Tossignano and positions neorby. Elements
of 11th Brig, 78th Br Div, repulse snewy attack in area
about 1 mile E of S, Clemente. Increassd snemy - arty and
mortar fire falls in lst Br Div ssctor particularly
throughout Indien zonc.
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II Corps Continued increass in arty fire ulon, Reute
65 is reported. &t dawn, enecuy, attacking in vicinity
of M. Bclmouuc, surrounds }lutbbﬂ of 133d Inf, 34th Div
necar Pogglo di Secpra and is thrown beck by uftj and Sa
fire after suffering ssveral casucltics.
IV Corps In ii. Sole crea, preceded by heovy mortor
conccntrutlon agaeinst position just SW of Hill 431,
clements of 35th SS Pz Grenodicr Regt, 16th SS Pg
Grenadier Div, again counteratteck, forcing troops of
L/13 FFR of 6th Si aArmd Div from this fosture. During
night 15/16, L/13 FFR are rclicved by ILHK (Imperial
Light Horsec Kimberley) Regt in place. Potrols of lst
Div, BEF, report 2 hill positions and Geabisna, N of
Gaggio iontano, free of enemy; morter fire is heevy in
Riola arca.

army Troops Nincty-sscond Div petrols remcin active in
370th Inf secter in area W of Seérchico R.: elicments ro-
pulse Gerimens attempting to 1nfiltretc pusitions E and
NE of kolagzzana while to SW, coubat patrol recches
Bruccianc in centect with eneny., In coastal sectoer,
petrols of 371st Inf rcach arca botwecn Clnouuip and

o -

anfossi under enony mnortar fire,

Italy

U.S. TIFTH »RuY"

st 1200, Lt. Gen. Mark W, Clark ;sbu;ms coumand ¢f allied
Ariies in Italy (anl) which is redesizncted 15th army Group;
ot socie time Lt. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, Jr. ossuimes cowaand
of U.S. Fifth wriny. '

XITI Corps In S.nternc V;llcy, roperts cluisl Tossigneno
borbed rprutbdly by sllied plancs w31ca completely
demolish ity elements of 6lst Brig, 6th Sh armd Div, which
weére estoblished ‘along Tossigna no—Borr ¢ Tossiznano road,
withdraw about 1 wile § and report no encmy on S side of ‘
Tossignano, &nemy petrol, again @ttv4yt1ﬂ’ to infiltrate
positions of 78th Br Dwv in uTC& Z of §. Clemente, 1is
driven back,. Ny Div clso repulsc vnp@y
patrols in vicini
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IL Corps Patrols of 88th Div have fire fight about 13
miles W of M. Fano., In 91lst Div zone, encmy arty is

again reported active on Route 65 and N of Livergnano.

IV Corps After bitter battle, front lines of 6th Si
aArmd Div in-area S of li. Sole are consolidated and are
now essentially same as before initial assault. In~
creased enemy arty reported during night in South nfrican
zone. Boundary between lst Inf Div, BEF, and TF 45 is
shifted W to include area held by 2d Bn, 370th Inf

(which is now returned to. 924 Dlv), 1st Inf Div assumes
command of widened ssctor., Scattered arty and mortar
fire fall on troops of 2d armd Group of TF AS

Army Troogs On'R flank 370th Inf of 92d Div continues
agressive patrolling, receiving intermittent 8A and
G fire. In coastal sector 366th Inf assumes coumand

of sector occupled by lst Ba, 366th Inf, in area W of

Route 1. TForward positions of Div receive some medium
caliber enemy arty.

Italy
U.S. FIFTH &RiY

ZIIT Corps In 8th Ind Div sector, R flanl clements
contact units of Eighth Army about 3 miles E of

Casola Valsenio, 17th Brig assumes command of 2ist Brig
sector, and enemy patrol, approaching . Battogliola,
about 2 miles due N of Casola Valsenio, is dispersed by
arty and Sh fire; enemy retaliates by shelling ared.
unemy‘arty continues active on forward i oq1tlons of b6lst
Brig in Tossignano sector. In lst Br Div area, O6th
Brlg assumes command of 2d Brig scctor.

IT Corps HNumerous inter-regt reliefs are taking place
throughout Corps area. Combat patrol on R flank of 34th
Div, attempting to cross Zena R. & of Le iaddalens, is
driven back by Si and moritar fire. Continued arty fire
reported along Route 65. During night 17/18, 9lst Div -
sends out 4 patrols to probe enemy defenses.




Dec Section II: MEDITERRANG.N THEATER
1944

IV Corps Corps front remains cuiet except in Hicla
and Haranoc areas of BEF where considercble enemy mortar
and arty fire is reported. Patrol of TF 45 contacts
enemy in vicinity of lelo, N of Cutigliano.

Army Troops Local reliefs cerried out without incident.
Ninety-second Div. begins preparations to comply with
attack order. Patrols continue to nargos enemy positions
and to contact adjacent units.

18  Italy
U.S. FIFTH ARMY

XZITI Corps In 5th Br armd Div sector, &lst Brig reports
all approaches to Tossignano strongly held by eneuwy.
‘Inter~brig reliefs are effected in both 78th and 1st Br
Divs., Intermittent mortar fire E:llu on forward positions
of 78th Br Div.

IT Corps Patrol of 350th Inf, 88th Div, engages enemy in
area N of M., Fenoj; casualties reporied neavy on both sides.
Corps sector remains quiet with some in rease in arty fire.

IV Corps On extreme R f*&nk of 6th Sa armd Div, elements
move to positions just W of C. di Gilulietto; patrol
clashes occur in vicinity of S, Martino farther-W. Fnemy
crty hits ammunition dump just N of Cozzo, S of lurazze,
Moderate enemy arty fire falls tnrouwhout BEF sector.

army Troops Secon& Bn of 370th In 92d Div, is detached
from IV Corps and reverts to 370th control at 0015, 1In
370th Inf sector, while patrol engages enemy 1n vicinity
of Treppignansa, anotner patrol reaches arcc about 1 mile
NE of Calomini under enemy firc.

i
H
o+
o
H
<

|

U.S. FIFTH <RHY

) XIIT Corps On R flank, 5th Lanc TS of Sth Ind Div with~
draw to Fogano, on Lamone R of Brisighella.
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“leading to Tossignano. Hemainder of sectors. quiet with
routine patrolling maintained.

Patrols of 6th Br armd Div undergo MG fire on roads
&

1 ight

IT Corps . activity hampered by adverse weather, L
enermy arty fire fells in forward arcas of £8th Div.
IV Corps 1In South nfrican sector, enemy petrol is re-
pulsed in vicinity of Sterpia, 35 of S, kertino. Some
herassing arty fire received in Gaggzlo kontezno area;
eneny fire reported decreasing.

Army Troops On L of 92d Div sector, elements of 371st
Inf attack Germons holding hill pesition W of Serayvezza,
firing on enemy MG pesition nearby with severel direct
hits. Patrolling continues on remainder of front.

' gg_ Italz'

U.S. FIFTH sRMY

XIII Corps &t 0Q0L, nsw boundery is effected between
Eighth and Fifth armies in order to fucilitate operations
of R flank of XIII Corwns as socie of its units ares pinched
out by advance of II Polish Corps. Patrols cof &th Ind
Div. engage enemy in fire fight in area just 5 of M. delle
Volpe. about 4 milcs I, elements of 6lst Brig, 6th Br
wrmd Div, 'also contact eaemy along S approaches to
Tossignano. In lst Br Div ‘sector, 3d Brig tokes over
command of 19th Ind Brig (&th Ind Div) scctor and
elements are reported in M. Cerere arca.

IT Corps at 0800, 365th Inf, attached to 8%th Div, assumes
command of 349th Inf, 88th Div. In 34th Div sector, petrol
operating to Canovette 1s driven from town by encmy fire,

IV Corps. e rad Div osector,

patrols contact encmy in vicinity of Forte and in area W
of kurezzs, Harassing fire agein reccived aleng Heno-R.
at 8ille, Riole, and Porretta. TF 45 continucs ag
patrolling. B '

e
3o

st of Settc R. in 6th Sa
ac

s
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army Troops On R of 92d Div sector, slements of 370th
Inf embush enemy petrol in vicinity of Pradoscello, 2
mlles NE of Trepplgnane, killing 4; other elements draw
enemy SA fire near S. HNiccolo on Serchio R.
21 Ttal

psneny -

U.S. FIrTH ARWY

III Corg Scattered cnemy *thllno>unu mortgrl re-
ported .along entire front. Dneny, holding & u)ﬂrouclus
to Tos sighano, engages clements of ilst B é.9_6451@ Br
Armd Div, N of Sillero R. in 78th Br Div scctor, cnery
withdraws on contact with British troops, =clicfs arc
cffected in lst Br Div zone.

II Corps .Corps scctor remeins guiet; OutrOLllnb continues,
it Oqu 361st Inf of Glst Div assumes command of 35623 Inf
sector. Slight incrsasc in arty fire reported in 9lst

Div sector in aftsrinoon. -
IV Corps of Heno R. in 6th St ~rmd Div sector,
patrol to S. hortino withdraw tbr cxchange of fire.

To SW, Brazilian patrols rems in active; forward. troops -
sent to Hill 702, S oi Labante, are thrown back becouse
of hewvy enemy orty fire. st 1500, in TF45 arca, 2d hrod
Group is relieved of its ssctor responsibility and 900th
ko Bn comes under -dirsct control of TF.

army Troops. Locol reliefs ore effected TLulouL incident;
enemy arty reported izht. Units of 370th Inf, 92d Div,
operating on £ side of srchio R,, reach Castelvecchio
without contact. To S near Route 1, cneny, estoblished

on S SlOOCu of M, Strettoia, is neresseG by cleménts of
371lst Inf using inf WEAPOLS . ‘

22 Itely

U.S5. FIFTH sRMY

XIITI Corps Eiffective
flank: sonme elements r
3 miles NE of Casocla V

)




Dec e Section 1T ¢ MEDITERRaN.N THi:THR

1944

counterattack, while other units arc scstablishncd at
Campiuno 4 miles farther W. Left flank boundary of 6th
Br armd Div is extended ¥ to include scctor of 36th Brig
of 78th Br Div., & patrol clash is reported about 1 wile
E of M. Costellaro in lst Br Div zone; minor relicfs are
being effected in this ssctor. '

IT Corps Intor-bn relicfs in progrsss in 88th Div scctor,
Some advonce made 1n 34th Div zone as clements of 133d
Inf improve positilons by occupying two strongpoints E of
¥. Belmonte. sllied fighters and fighter bozbers give
this advance close support.

IV Corps Patrols remain very active, probilag Germor
positions in front of. South .fricaen lincs; at least 7
eneiy raids repulsed during tals period. In BEF scctor,
small enemy potrol,:attempting to infiltrate positions
near asbetaia, is repulsed., Paotrolling i1s intensificd
and deepéned along entire TF .45 front.

-Arny Troops Putrolling continues ecnd contact is wwin-
teined with enemy and adjacent units. Horeassing cncmy
fire falls in coastel scctor. kany loecol roiicfs cffected.

g; Italy
U.S. FIFTH ARMY

XIIT Corps Eighth Ind Div is shifted to R to takc up
new positions which include S end of the Vena dcl Gesso
ridge formorly hcld by II Polish Corps; tcmporary
boundary is estaoblished betwsen Fifth and Eighth armics
at 1200. Scventcenth Ind Brig continues progress,
occupying M. della Volpc and . Tonda nearby. In 78th

" Br Div sector, at 1000, 1lth Brig tokes over command of
38th Brig; several patrol clashes occur N of Sillaero R.
in arca NE of S. Clemente. Roverse slopcs of M, Cerere
and M., Grande in 1lst Br Div scctor arc objectives for-
hcavy concentrations of encemy mortar and arty fire.
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II Corps Elecments of 133d Inf of -34th Div repulse
enemy attempting to rctake positions E of M. Belmonte,
Increasc. of MG fire reported in 91lst Div sector. The
337th CT of &5th Div moves to vicinity of Lucco and is
detached from II Corps and attached to 924 Div. On
sxtreme L flank in 1lst armd Div scctor, patrol of 338th
Inf cngoages in fire fight with enemy in crec less than

"1 mile NE of Murazzc,. -

IV Corps On R flank in 6th Su armd Div scctor, Scbbions,

‘W of M. Salvero, is reported cleer of cnemy. Bragzilian

patrol, operating on W side of Route 64, successfully

‘engages eneny in vieinity of Castelnuovo. Reliefs are

taking placé in Brazilian zohe, Liarano, Silla, Porretta,

- and Gaggio liontono are again objectives for cnemy shelling.

army Troops Inter-bn rcliefs arc being carried out in
92d Div sector. The 337th CT of 85th Div is detached
from II Corps and attached to 92d Div. Petrols continue
contact with enemy. '

U.5. FIFTH nREY

XIIT Corps Operating along Senio R. valley patrols of
17th Ind Brig, 8th Ind Div, recch Rivola, sabout 4 milcs
downstream from Casola Valsenio, without contact; severcl
positions along Vena del Gesso ridgé reported clear. In
remainder of Corps sector, patrols continue active and
inter-bn reliefs are being effected.

II Corps Patrolling continues along Corps scctor whicn
remains quiet. The 339th CT, 85th Div, is detached from
1T Corps. ' o

IV Corps Several patrol clashes roported in 6th Si armd
Div sector. In BREF sector, cenemy potrol from vicinity
of Gambiana 1s repulssd by 1ith Inf of lst Bragilian Div.
at 1230, 339th CT of 85th Div is cttached to IV Corps,
Reno R. objectives, including korono, Riold, and Porretta,
ngain shelled by ¢nemy. In TF 45 zone, coptinued Egpf ¥7

s
T

i %2;
Ne
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demonstrations conducted along Route 12 in Opplo—S. dMorcello
Pistoicse-Spignana~Ca sottl area drow no Cnely response.

srmy Troops NinetyAsecond Div petrols continue active:
W of Serchio R, in area L . of Cascio, patrol of 370th
Inf engoges enemy in fire Iight, while in coastal sector
sar Route 1, forward troops of 306th Inf, opcraoting as
far as Porta, NW of Strettola, encounter Sa and EG fire.

U.S. FIFTH aRMY

XIIT Corps At 0830 -17th Brig bsouhus co'mgnu of 8th

Ind Div scctor as Div (~17th Brig) moves W to temporary
commend of IV Corps. Heavy encmy shelling is reccived in
vicinity of Sasso, S of Rivola,. wherc patrols remain
active., In lst Br Div scctor, 2d Brig assumcs comiond of
66th Brig scctor, No change reported in Corps forward
positions. -

IT Corps All scctors remain very guict. The 338th Inf
(=), 85th Div, movcs to Lucca und is attoched to IV Corps
on arrivel, .

IV Corps &t 1200, é6th Si armd Div reverts to army control
and R boundary of IV Corps is now saime as Brazilian-South
african inter-div boundory; ot sams time Corps cssuimes
command of 92d Div in coastél gone extending L boundory
to sea. In BEF secctor, patrol to S, Filomenz, § of li.
Belvedere, roports town unoccupied. Nincteenth and 2lst
Ind Brigs of 8th Ind Div, XIII Corps, arec placcd tompor-
carily under command of 92d Div. Rioveggio on Setta R.
and Porretta are shelled by enciy. 338th Inf (=), 85th
Div, is attached to IV Corps. R

army Troops In event of encmy cttack in -Serchic Valley,
orders are issusd for 92d Div to organisc, occupy, and
held present positiocnis at all cost, =t 1200, 924 Div is
relieved frow Army control and attached to IV Corps;
eneny contact ﬁglﬂtulﬂbO‘kﬂT&ggrOSSlVb petrelling.




Dec Section IT : uuDITjRunhﬁnN THIE. THE
1944, '

26 Itely
U.S. FIFTH ARMY

XITI Corps Patrols of 17th Ind Brig csteblish several
new positions in vicinity of Vena del Gesso ridge. First
Br Div reports intermittent mortar and G fire throughout
Fal

front.

II Corps Inter-bn rclicfs teking place in 34th and 9lst

- Div scctors; slight inecrcasc in cnemy crty reported in
former zonc. . West of Route 65, e¢lenents of 9lst Div
contact enemy in vicinity of S. inscno on Savenc R.,
while sbout 1 mile SW ncor Fozzancllo lst armd Div troops
cngege Germens. To meet threat of wnemy attocking down
Serchio Valley, units of II Corps are withdrawn ond
moved W. Corps postpones execution of Planoro Plin
indefinitely. a4t 0800, 85th Div is detached from II
Corps and zttached to IV Corps.

'Armz Troops Encmy shells 24th Guards Brig sector.ca R
of 6th Sk armd Div., Elcments of 12th Si kitzd Brig
report cnemy withdrawn from le Villa, E of Carvianoc.
During evening 6th Sa armd Div SuCtOT i of i, Catareslto
is bombed by encry plancs.

IV Corps -after short intensive urt) prupur tlDu, German
forces, spearhcaded by clements of 235th ond 286th Regts
of 143th Grenadier Div,'launch‘2—bn attack against 924
Div on b-mile front astride Scrchic R.: E.of river,
Germans cssoult positions of 2d Bn, 306tn Inf, and Otﬁur
elements atteChed to 370th CT at Sosmocoleonia, Tiglio,
and Bebbio, while farther %W across river, thoy it
cléments of 370th In{’ ncar uOlaZZuﬂm, L miles S of
Castelnuovo, and ot Celomini, SE of uolazzana; by
evening, after fierce battle, cnuny has penstroted sbout
% miles down Serchio Valley and all thuse towns as well
as Gallicano are in enemy hands. »t 0800, §5th Div’ ’
(=339th Inf) is cttached to IV Corps and 337th and 338th
Infs revert to Div control. Highth Ind Div is attachud
to IV Corps and cgain assumes control of 19th and 2lst
Ind Brigs. Consideoreble arty firc received in Porretta

arcd,
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U.S. FIFTH aRY

LIIT Corps In Senic Vellcy crca in:17th Ind Brig scetor,
enerny is reported holdlng Hivola and most of Veno dol
Gesso ridge to W in strength; forword positions through-
out this scctor are torgets for considerable encuy
morter and erty fire. Inter-bn reliefs are -teking placs
in 6th Br armd ond 78th Br Div scctors. M. Gronde, in
1st Br Div gonc, receives hoovy caliber crty fire,

IT Corps Iany reliefs are being corricd out in div
sectors. Patrol clash cccurs about % milec E. of Reoute

65 in 34th Div scctor just chead of front lines.

army Troops North of Setta R. on It flank of &th Sa arzd
Div, elements repulse cnomy patrols attempting to
infiltrate positions chout 2 miles W ond W.of Murazzc.

IV Corps &t 0600, 339th CT (85th Div) completes move to
Pistolese arca where it 1s attoched to TF 45.  Rénewing
attock in Serchio Valley ot dewn, Germens center cffort
in area betwecen Corcglis and Gellicano, forcing B flonk
elements of 92d Div to withdrew from Borge to arca S of
Pedone, on Serchio R, 2 miles duc S of Barga; additional
slight withdrawals made on W side of river in vicinity

of Iolazzana, ZXXII Toctical nir Coumend flics epproximatcly
200 sorties in support of Serchlo Valley troops. .t 1300,
8th Ind Div assumes comand of ¢ntire Serchio Valley
sector and 19th Ind Brig relieves 24 Bn, 366th Iaf.

along coast 92d Div troops strengthen ond ilmprove po-
'sitions and ueintain contact with Sth Ind Div on R.

U.S, FIFTH sRiY

XIII Corps Patrols of 5th Br rmd Div orc witpin short
distance of Tessiznano uithout contact. activity cn -
romainder of fr Jlimited to patroiling and relicving.

LASS
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II Corps Corps sector rcported guiet with incrocse. in
encry orty and Sa fire during night. In 34th Div zonc,
135th Inf, after being relieved by 133d Inf in place,
moves to IV Corps and is cttached to 92d Div; meanwhile,
on R flank of Div, forward units find Hill 394, NE of Ii,-
Belmonte, clear of cnemy. st 0700, 91st Div sssumcs
command of lst wnrmd Div scctor and lst srid Div boconcs
Ay Troops ot same time, ‘

ATV Troog First arnd Div is dstached from II Corps
and becomes army Troops at 0700 and Div (-) is plcced in
reserve, On R flonk of 6th Sa armd Div, intense snsmy

°T

arty is received in arce about 2 miles W of iurazze.

IV Corps  Vhile patrols in central scctor of lst

Brazilian Div receive esnceny sniper and MG fire, farther

W in Cutigliano aresa, TF45 patrolsuccessfully engoges

encmy in fire fight, Goermans fail to zain additional
ground in Serchio Vallsy: 19th and 2lst Ind Brigs, 8th

Ind Div, ® of river and 370th Inf to W continue to hold

and imprcove positionss Tdéreglia, SE of Corcglia, reported
unoccupled by cihcnys; potrols sent to Gallicano undsrgo
chery Sa fire. TIncreased arty and patrol ccetivity roperted
throughout 92d Div front. The 135th CT, 34th Div; Coi—
pletcs move to arca NE of Viarsggio aond 1s attachoed to

92d Div as rcscerve unit, Total of 228 fis :htor bombirs

and 24 medium bombers of XXII Tactical air Command. supports
counterattack in Serchio Velley strofing and boibing

cnemy pOSlthﬂb and troop concentritions. In BEF scctor,

‘cnemy shells Rlola, Bombicna, Sille, Porrette, Geggio

Montano, and Gobba (gust SW of Gaggio mOﬂtuﬂO).

29 Italy

U.S.

FIFTH »RMY

XIIT Corps Scventecnth Ind Briz scnds potrols forword
to probe Senio R. crossings. Sixth Broarmd Div roports
inereascd encry shelling in . dol’ Verro area, N of

s dell'ncqua Salate, while considercbls fire is also
claimed in 78th Br Div zons. »t 1200, B36th Brig (78th
Br Div) assumes command of 2d Brig in lst Br Div sector.
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II Corps Patrols in 34th Div scetor repulsc enewy
area approximately 1 mile E of Route 65. Elements of
361st Inf relieve clements on L flank of 133d Inf, 34th

Div, and command of ssctor passss to 91lst Div at 2220

srmy Troops Normal patrolling continues throughout oth
Su armd Div scctor. ' o

IV Corps Intense cncuy mortor and arty fire is roccived
throughout lst Bragilian Div sector; cncmy patrol,
attempting to penetrate lines clong B ooundwru, is

forced to withdraw., During ecrly hours, cncmy raid
surpriscs OP of TF 45 in wicinity of Picn di Ontoni and
6 prisoners arc taken; 339th CT continuss to probe cneny
defenses, scnding out numcrous patrols. Goermans begin
to retire as Indicn troops countercottack in ¢ffert to
goin lost ground ¥ of Scrchio R.: Coreglic and ridge to

%
U (]

SWoar 2 are recccupied.  NHinoty—-sccond Div mcintains
SW ond Barge arce recccupled J L cond Di toin

positicns, contacts uQJuCuﬂt units and cneny, and pro-
pares for counterattack. ZIAIT Tactical adr Comscnd agoin
supports ground troops I Serchio Vallsy

30 Itely

U.

S

IV Corps

FIFTH ARWY

XIIT GCorps In 17th Ina Brig ﬂector on R flank, patrols

.gain far side of Senio R. in area S.and E of Riveola

where thoy cncounter heavy cnemy 11fe; loter attompts to
eross fail.

II Corps &t 2200, &88th Div completes relisf of romaining

flenk elemsnts of 34th Div ond assuies couscnd of
secctor. wctive patrolling continuss on remcindsr of
front, )

ariy Troops Relicfs arc being coarried out in 6th Sa
armd Div sector; activity limith-c patroliling.

“Troops of 6th Inf, lst Brogilizn Div, firc on
infiltr”tc their positiocns. Enemy
is reported intense along cnotirs

Gheny uutbﬂﬁtln~ to
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front. Eighth Ind Div COﬂthupS steady pressurc for-
ward, rsaching as for as GuLllcano, esplte heevy shelling,
and retaking Sommocolonia and . Veno against sligot
resistance. Elsmonts of 366th Inf, 92d Div, supported

by tank and arty firc, conduct ”“LdS cgeinst . Streticia

and coastal arcas, toking some prisoncrs

Ttaly
U.S. FIFTH aRMY

XIII Corps &t cnd of month cnomy remains firvmly
established in front of Corps. sdditional patrols of
17th Ind Brig on R flank ~r¢ unnble to cross Senio R.
because of stiff opposition. Germens are still cntrenched
in Tossigneno., On L flonk, lst Br Div reports relicfs

in 3d Brig scctor ond mortaring in 36th arco, ot 1345,
66th Brig assumcs command of 3d Brig scctor,

II Corps Regrouping of 88th Div to defend its increased
front line is complote during night 31 Dec./l Jun. Corps
sector is generally quict with inter-bn relicfs tuhlﬂ"
place

srny Troops Sixth Sa armd Div continues defense of its
scctor and reports no change in forward positions.

IV Forps On R flonk of BiF Sbctt;, patrols cnnountm‘
el

herassing morter and rifls greneade fire ncar hentecavalloro,
In TF 45 scctor, clurents of 33%9th CT dispatch avor
10 patrols o day and continus to improve positions in
cvent of enemy attock. Continued goins ore mode in Serchio
Valley area by treops of 8th Ind Div: on £ side of river,
potrols penctraote inte Bebbio, while ceross river, patrols
enter Gallicono and liclazzana and establish new po-
sitions in vicinity of Verni cnd Trassilico, S of

Gellicano; 2d Bn, 370th Inf, cxtonds L flonk by cstablishe
ing positicns on Bicoceca hill woli,

o

o]

Ha8S, 2% =iles S of Ver
at ¢nd of month 92d Div ceontinues to protect L flank of
Corps and preporcs to defend le present positlons by
countcrattack,







Dec
1944

1

Section IIL  SQUTHEST PaCIFIC THEATIR

Philiopine Is,

U.S. SILTH sREY

Lejor objective of Sixth .rmy i1s capture of port of Urmoc
through which eneny garrison on NW Leyte is being resupplied
and reinforced. CHY directs that Sixth srmy postpone for ten
days the liindoro Operation, which was scheduled te take place
on 5 Dee, In addition to giving more time for neutrelizing
strikes on Luzon airfields and shipping by fast cerrier T¥s
of U.S., Third Fleet, postponement of landing on kindoro I, re-
leases engineer units for work on Tanazuan airfield and provides
amphibious shipping and navel support required for the Ormoc
landing. ’ ' ’

X Cotgg Corps 1s engaged in heavy fighting ot N end of

the (rioc corridor. With Limon secured, 32d Div is attack-
ing S astride Plnemopoan-Ormoc highwoy; road blocks. established
aoprox1mately 1,000 yurds 3E and 800 yards UE of Tolibaw

are mrinteined in foce of desperate countercttacks. Terrain
is hig nlJ favoreble to defenders; because of winding road
and. densely woodsd hills, enemy is eble to opercte between
the two roud blocks, moving troops chd supplies into corridor

E of Limon. Followin:s arty and morter prepcration, 24 Bn

of 128th Inf with flenk support of lst Bn of 34th Inf ottocks
enemy positions on "Kilcy Ridge"; first of enemy-hcld

knolls at SE extremity of Ridge is cuickly seized but

eneny continues to hold position on second knoll despite
heavy blasting by bazookas and-grenadses. Tirst Dn of 34th
Inf reverts to control of 24th Inf Div wnd is or ed to
withdraw from"i{ilay Ridge' to Pingmopoan., uuflné puPlOQ

of combab, this bn suffered 195 casuzlties as compored to
over 900 cnemy (Japonese 1st Div) counted killed,

Progress of lst Cav Div operating to S8 of 32d Div
between kt. Badion and Bt. Momboan is slowed up by many
well-nrenered defensive positions. Sccond Sg of 112th Cav
overrruns initial resistence to its, front but is soon
pinned down by intensc end heovy fire from extensive cnemy
positions SW of Sinoycwmen, With criy support, lst Sq of
12th Cav cnd & Tr of 5th Cav clesc nvincers on enemy troil
block N of kit, Cebungean, killing rore thin 200 enemy. On
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W7 slopc of Hill 2348, 24 Sq of 12th Cav galns 200 yerds
through LG end mort:r fire and wmensuvers into position

to ctbock enciyy strongpoint, Elements of 24th Inf Div
operzting in zone on L flank of 1st Cav Div cxert prossure
S of Joiro cgeinst coemy in Wt Laco ent alto Péok wrces;
contact is maintcined with bmeﬁﬂbS of 96th Inf Div, AAIE
Corps. -

ZXIV Corps Corps is operating astricde ond § of- the
Binahaan R.; beachhead. arce forward of line Qubami*Bur;ucn~
. Paz is sccured by 96th and 7th Inf Divs, essisted by
elvﬂvnts of 11th &/B Div; the line uul@g—uoayog~Baybay is

meinteined by 77th Inf with c¢lements of 7th Inf ond 1lth
s/B Divs. In heights S of Degami, 381lst Inf, less 24
Bn, of 96th Div overcomes stubborn resistonce to cloor
scveral encmy pockets in vicinity of kclobago, = Following
intensive urty barrige cgoinst enewy. strongpoint on E
slopss of kit. Lobi (W of Guineronz), c¢lements of 306th
Inf, attached to 1lth 4/B Div, sccurc position cnd continue
attock to Wy 153 eneny dead counted and- several HGs and
70=mm. mountuln gun copturcd. - attocking NE from Dirmloan
on ¥ cocst of Leyte, lst and 24 Bns of 184th Inf, 7th Div,
elimincte scrics of sinemy pillboxes to reoch nizh ground,
overlooking cnemy positions in Felanos Rl Volley.
ith cnemy in mountcoinous terrain S of (rmoc in

prrocess of orgenizing Torces to prepers for combined
assault from S and © end os increased pressurc of X Corps
troops pulls cnomy rescrves N of Oruwocs the 77th Liv is
clerted for an cmphibious londing on W coast of Leyte with
mission of disrupting enemy QvlLQSLo and supply routss in
the Ormoc pockot.

- During night, Seventh Flect DQS sink uvneny ok off

I tip of LCJtV and: bomberd shors instollotions ot

Pulompon and I portion of Ormoc Boy.

2 Philippine Is.

v.S.

SIXTH REY

i Corps S of Limon, 32d Div troops climinite scvercl
n orcis.  ageinst
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stubborn resist.once, 2d Bn of 128th Inf scizss..ond occu- .
ples SE knolls of "Kiloy Ridge'; 260 cnemy dead countod
and meny kGs captursd. Dncmy opposition foelng 1lst Cov
Div SE of Bonbongon and Ht. Cobungoon remains stubbori.
From positions cbout 2,800 yurds StV of Sincyowon, 2d

Sg of 112th Cov ropels scveral "oenzoi! chorges and
-continucs ottack cgoinst ridge crec to its fronty First

Sq of 12th Cav and 4 Tr of 5th Cav meintoin guord over
supply troil MW of Mt. Csbungeacn, woiting for cmmunition
in order to attock cnemy-held ridgp I of te Catooburan.
With arty support, 2d Sq of 1l2th Cov brocks cnemy ro-
sistonce in stronrly fortificd ridge crec W of Hill 2348,
Mission of gudrding coc stel crce from Capooc.n to high
ground ¥ of Pircmopoon is assigned to 34th Rogt of 2Ath
Inf Div. A ‘

XXIV Corps Incmy continues to hold main ridge position
in Kebeyon-iiclobego crco, S of Dogemi, despite numcrous
casuczltics inflicted by 96th Div troops; 381lst Iaf, less
2d Bn, meneuvers for position to breck S und of vnomy line
and turn cnemy's flank. £lements of 1lth »/B Div attock
cnemy positions in Lubi-Son Pedro arce, T of Buraucn;
306th Inf, etteched to 1lth «/B Div, mekos further goins
on £ slopes of it. Lobi. Scventh Div troops consolidute
geins S of the Pelinas ., ncer cozst tbout 12 miles Ss
of Ormoc; potrols of 184th Inf probu. cnuenmy. liiiss in
Pelenas R. Velley, cvicounturing strong opposition;
number of chemy positions. tre brken under wrty firc.
Scventy-scventh Div is in process of asscmbiing on
Terrcgona ond Rizel beaches on & coast of Loyte; projress
is slowcd up because of widely disperscd clements ond
poor road conditions. E

During night, Scvonth Fleect uDs ctbeck five oncmy
vesscls in Orioc Boy; 1 DD ond 1 nh/hP believed sunk;
250 cnemy dcad counted on buucnu 5 WD Cooper is sunk by
by cnsmy torOpdo. '
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3 Philippine Is.

U.S. SIATH =REY

_ Commending Gencral, Sixth urmy, in redio mosscge to
Commonding Generel of & Corps, ordurs that operitions on
‘Semer I. be initicted on 5 Dee. to solze Lright ond sceurs
control of lricht-Toft hl'hw e

X Corns Corps dircets coordinated attock S by 32d Inf
Div and 1st Cov Div to gein control of high Oround in
Libunguo orco and to prevent cncmy cscape rrom Urmoc on
road running from  junction . just N of Libungeo to
Pclompon on i cocst of Loyte. liopping up o?tcncmyl
pockets of resistonce in K. Jlogbocan-Bonbongon creas is
continucd by 32d Div; 2d Bn of 127th Inf is reloascd from
Div rcscrve to raogt control .ond 1st 3a bocomes Div re-
scrvey -First Bn of 34th Iaf, 2Ath Div, commcintes ‘With=-
drawal 1rom,”h11 y idge;" moving overlend to LOMSHuDIw
~and thencc, up Nege R. by LVTs to Cilubicn ond through
Biliren Stroit ond Corigora Boy to'Pin;L@poér erole

First Cev Div continuecs to mzintoin Sclvvﬂ clong linc
cxtoending S of Lt. Badian to Lt aamboag me.jority of
troopo arc engoged in corrying suupllus ond- emmunition
over rcin-drenched troils to forwerd clements. First

8q of 112th Cev is pushing ¥ towsrd the Loyte Re; & Tr
rsaches bi bank of river, cesteblishing perimctor chout
400 yords & of advence eloments of 126th Inf of 32d" Div,
St of Sihay&w&n,_prcssure is meintoined ugeoinst onemy-~held
ridge positions by 2d Sq of 112th Cav, Sceond 'Sg of 12th
Cav is pushing through densc undcrgrowth in vicinity of
Hill 2348 to mop up scattered resistance, .

XXIV Corps Lost orgonized cnemy position in heights S

of Dogumi is ¢liminoted by 96th Divi with support of

light tanks cnd crty, lst cnd 3d Bos of 38lst Ini sceurc
mein ridge in Kobeyon-Maldoago areas *160 cnomy killed fer

no loss to regt. aggressive putrolling in uit. Loco,

lit. Cunjajencg, ond kt. Lobi arcas conducted by other
clements of Div, . ksenwhilc, 1lth »/Biiv troops are concen-—
troting in mountainous arce in vicinity of Loke Denco,

JECLASSIFH
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in foothllls of Mt. Lobi, in area SW of it. mdgunao,

and %n Lubi area along Burauen-Albuera trail. First L-4
plane lands on Manarawat airstrip, constructed by l??th
4/B Bng Bn; this airstrip is the control point for
mountain fighting in Lubl—wahonaﬂ—Anas area,

Seventh Div CP. closes on E. coast of Leyte to open
at Baybay on W coast. . The 184th.Inf of 7th Div, in front=-
line positions S of the Palanas R., pushes strong patrols
on N slope of ‘Hill 918; heavy MG fire from well-concealed
enemy positions-is encountered. - To - support northward
drive of 7th Div, 306th FA Bn displaces from Tarragona to
Baybay and .elements of. 776th imph Tank Bn and of. 718th
Amph . Tractor Bn are landed at’ Tinagan and Lalolago to.
guard beach defenses, First Ban of 324 Inf . is.en route
from Pancan I. to Caridad; 2d-Bn of -32d Inf takes over
defense of Baybay, relieving 2d Bn of 305tk Inf, which
reverts to control of 77th Div. Elements of 77th Div
are moving toward Tarragona and Rizal bsaches; CT 307
is held up at Mayorga on road TLadlng from La Paz to
‘Rizal; this road is pocked with deep holes caused oy
torrentldl rains and heavy trafflc._

Philippine Ts.
U.S, ‘STXTH m;y

Commanding General, Sixth Army, directs ZXIV Corps to
make its main effort with its L to deféat the Japanese in the
Ormoc area, reinforcing its L by landing 77th Div in the
Ipil-Binoljo area (abodt 3 miles S of,O“moc) on 7 Dec. To :
support XXIV Corps,.X Corps is to aﬁtackivigorously S astride
highway 2. o . ) T '

X Corps Thirty-second Div consolidates pos Jtlons in
Bonbongon and Tolibaw areas, lying Leopcctlvcly to E and
W of highway. 2, and -prepares for soutimard drive to selze
“high ground running NW-SE through Lonoy. During night,
enemy counterattack spearheaded by 8 tanks against road
block about 13 miles S of the Leyte R. bridge is repulsed
by bagooka fire; 2 tanks destroyed. Activity in ist Cav
Div sector, E of nlghway 2, is centered around problems
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“of supply and communlcatlons. On Semar I., 8th Cav

prepares for northward drive tc seize Wright; Btry B of
99th Fi Bn moves by native boats to Sebastian to brlng
enemy fortress undcr flre.

, IV.CorE Increusb of vnemy activity W of Burzuen is

reported; enemy groups. are_lnflltrating through 1lth ./B
Div outposts to hide in rice paddies N of airficlds.

Ninety-sixth Div troops mop up on E-slopes of Lit. Lobis
‘Div boundary is cxtended 1, 500 yards farther 3; 38lst

Inf (Co B, reinf by -2 p¢ats of '96th Ren Tr) commences
relief of 3d Brn of 306th Lnf 77th Div, in Burauen-
Guinarona area., Om. Buruuen-n*bucra trail, 11th 4/B Div
troops are pushing W of Lubi toward uahonag, Div CP is
set up cn Manarowat airstrip. On W coast of Leyte, 7th
Inf Div preparcs to attack N and NE to scize Hill 918
and to break through enemy defenses in Polanas R. Vziley;
Div CP is pushed up coast from Boybay to Caridad. The
184th Inf prebes cnemy pesitions te its front and pushes
patrcls up coast to Baloge. Seventeenth Inf moves to
ferward positions: lst Bn establishes perimcter 600 yards

JL of Darmlaan wnile 24 Bn takes up position 200 ymrds to

;5 3d Bn reaches Caridad by naval craft and moves one
mllc up coastal road tc Tinagan. Thllty-SbCOﬁd Inf -
continues censclidation of regb: 3d Bn is in .position SE
of 184th Inf, 1st Bn, which is rclieved on Peanaon I, by
Filipino Inf Bn, 9th Military District, arrives at
Caridad; 2d Bn, less onc co at San hgustin, maintains
defense of Baybay. Preparation fcr amphibious landing
on ¥ coast continues as large pertion of 77th Div trcops,
despite shortage of transportation facilities and ox~'
tremely pocr read conditions, reach Terragena and Rizal
beaches, . By wcrking day and night, 307th Inf with
assistance of 233d Zng Bn succeeds in moving ! savy
equipment and sbout cne-third of its troops from La Paz
te Rizal., The 305th Inf completes asspmhly in Tarragona
area with return of 2d Bn from Baybay. Second Bn of
306th Inl, relicved from control of 11lth 4/B Div, meves
overland tc Dulag cn route to join lst Bn at Tarragonas
3d Bn is still under operational centrol of 11th A/B Div.

Five larine fightcr squadrons cofmence opcratlcns
from Leyte airfields.,
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X Ccrgs 'The 127th Inf of 32d Div passcs throvgh po--
sitions oceupied by 3d Bn of 128th Inf, S of the Leyte

R. and SW of Limon, and attacks S, encounterihg strong
“enepy. defenses on hl?h ground about 1, 000 yards S cf
Leyte Re bridge. In lst Cav: Div zone, 1lst Sq of 1i2th -
Cav 15 closing in on A Try. Wthh is in contact with 126th
Inf of 324 Div along the. Lrytu R. Unsucccssful frontal
and flanking attacks are made by 24 Sq of 112th Cav
agulqst enemy strongpoint “SW of Sinaycowan, %ccond Sq of
12th Cav is pushing SW from Hill 2348 to cla mp pincers on
enemy in front of 1st Sg in iit. Cabungaan’ area. The 3024
Ren Tr, mopping up-in rear areas, engages in fire fight
with estimated 100 enemy in vicinity of San. m1gubl, major
_part of enemy force escapes during night. On Samar, 8th
Cav launches its attack N toward Yiright, reaching outskirts
of Hinabangan., Preparatery to assault on Wright, encmy
defenses: are bombed and strafed by 12 P—hOs and shelled

by - 99th Fh Bn.

XXIV Corps Coordlnated Corps attack gets under way; 7th
‘Div attacks N and NE from Damulaan while 1lth 4/B Div '
attacks W threough central mountein. range to apply pincers
cn Japanese 26th Div. 4t 0800, 7th Div, with 17th Inf on
'R and 184th Inf on L, launches attack NE.and N toward the
Palanas Re -and’ Hill 918, Seventeenth Inf advances against
moderate resistance to secure ridge W of Hill 918 while
184th Inf pushes through-enemy fire.to secure line reach-
ing from coast abcut 300 JquS;S of Balogo to ulgh ground

just S of the Palanas R first ridge .of Hill 380, NE of
‘Baloge, seized. Gap.in line between 17th- dﬂd 184th ‘Inf

" troops -is filled in by clemﬂnts of 3d Bn of 324 Inf.

' First Bn of 324 Inf moves up coast to- Tlnagan in position
to support attack or to prcvent hostile env»lopmpnt of

» Div R flank. In support of 184th Inf, amtanks ¢f 776th

- Amph Tank Bn land at Baloge, 'shelling gun installations

-and trocp: concentn@¢1ons to W of v1llagc and withdrawing
; ék'fm."‘t Y
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under enemy fire to make diversionary demonstration off
ilbuera, On return tc base at Tlnugan°-second landing
is made at Balogo by amtanks which wipe ocut further enemy
positions, Eleventh 4/B Div trocps are cngagcd in fierce
fighting with. enﬂmy forces LOO yards E of Mahonag and N
of San Pedroj A Btry of L57th Para Fa Bn is dropped on
Manarawat airstrip to support attacks,

© Activity of 96th Div is limited to patrolllng in
Mt,. #Eajunag-iit, Lobi~lit, Cunajanag-alto Peak arcas, Re~
lief of 3d Bn ¢f 306th Inf, 77th Inf, by 38lst Inf (Co B,
reinf by 2 plats of ‘96th Ren Tr) is effected., Final
‘preparations for amphibicus landing in Ipil area, S of
Ormoc, are ccmpleted as additional elements of 77th Div
arrive in Tarragona areaj during night loading of supplies
and equipment commences. Elements of 20th armored Group
assume responsibility for rear arcas of the Corps,

6 Philippine Isv

U.S. STETH ARMY

X Corps Continuing attack against enemy strongpeint S
of Leyte R. bridge, 127th Inf of 32d Div clears out
nurercus spider holes and 1ntcrla01nc trenches; mopping

- up of bypassed enemy groups conducted by remainder of Div,
Extensive patrolling from it Badian-lit, ligmban line 1is
carried cut by lst Cav.Div trcopse. Fifth Cav and 1lst Sqg
of 12th Cav probe SW for route of apprecach to cut highway
2, locating several enemy cutposts in viecinity of Cananga,
Bagatgon, and Dolcres, FEneny outposts are effectively

- shelled by Div arty during night. Eighth Cav troops cn

. Samar ‘I, cccupy Hlnubuncan and push N of village where

~ first enemy organized r651stance is enCUuntered, snemy
MG on highway 1 about 3 mllcs to N of village is destroyed
by 60~nm. murtar fire..

XXIV COPES‘ Enemy attacks Burauen airfields.. Elements
of Japanese '16th Div, approximately 1,500 troops which
had ‘assembled in the Guinarona Valley about 3,600 yards

W ef Buri airstrip, . attack B across the Dagemi-Burauen
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roads estlmated 200~400 enomy puvh onto Burl airstrip
during early morning hours. Shortly befere dusk, encny
force of tranbport planes, supported by bombers and
fighters, arc over Leyte I. airfields; more than 30
enemy planes repcrted shot down. approximately 350~400
enemy paratroops descend on San Pablc and Burd airficlds
and in scattered areas, destruying and damaging several
liaison planes and number of drums of gascline at San
Pablo and -inflicting casualties among service troops at
Burl. Captured documents reveal that the Japanese 35th
rmy had planned to participate on a major scale with
A/B operations of lst. Parschute Training Regt against
Burauen airfields. The Japanese 26th Div wds to advance
two regts through the lishonag-inas Pass down Lubi Valley
to join with clements of Jdapanese 16th Div. Because of
weather and difficult terrain, enemy supply trail W from
Albuera is cnly partially cempleted and cnly one regt,
with arty suppert, reaches lahonog-inas area where progress
through mountain pass is blocked by llth 4/B Div i trcops.
Third Bn cof 13th Inf (reinf), the "Shigametsu Ferce! pulls
away to N and pushes E along foot trails toward Burausn.
Elements of 11th 4/B Div (127th 4i/B Eng, 674th Pora-
Glider Fi Bn, and additicnal supply and commnication
units) engage in fighting with enemy on airstrips; other
elements of Div, with lst Bn of 382d Inf of 96th Div attached,
hold positicns S of San Poble and W of Buri during night.
Patrols of 383d Inf, 96th Div, contact snemy trcops near
White Cholk Ridge,” main enemy line cf defensc in kit..
Alto Peak arca -
Attack N tmwurd enemy defense line in Palanas VWllcy
by 7th Div is continued with 184th and 17th Regts cn line
and 324 Inf in reserve. higainst stiff resistance, 17th
Inf troops cn regt R férce a crossing of the Palanas K.
while Regt L reduces nurber of enemy plllqu£S to secure
Hill 918 and then strikes IV, enciuntering hpwvy resistance
at river crossing. The 184th Inf progresses to an E~W line
thrrugh Balogo, where sharp encmy ccunterattack supported
by mortars, MG, end arty hits R flank.  Lcading of 77th
Div trocps from Tarragona and Rizal beaches which begins
at 0800 is comploted at 1200; convey assembles in Leyte
Gulf, waiting for arrival of DDs. ut about: 1300, Juvgl




e

WEST PACIFIC THILTER

TG 7843 under command of Rear admiral A. D. Struble,
leaves Leyte Gulf, moving arcund S tip c¢f Leyte

through Surigao Strait and thence N through Camctes Sea
during nlcht to reach p031tlons off Ipll on B coast of
Ormoc Bay.

7 ~PhilippiheAIs.

UsSe SIXTH ARMX '

X Cnrg After two days of closs flghtlnb, 127th Inf of
324 Div blears eneny strhngpclnt S of Leyte R. bridge

and attacks S against. scattered resistance to cume
abreast of 126th Inf, in position about 800 yerds SE of
Tollbaw. on W coast of Leyte Ppnlnsula, large encnmy
force has rbportedly landed at San Isidro with detachments
at Huba ay, Daha, Tabango,ard Boho. Elements of lst Bn of
34th Inf. (Hq and B Co) at Calubian and of 1st Bn of
"96th Inf (guerrllla) dlspatch patrols W on main trail
-toward San Isidro to gain contact with enemy force.
Activity of lst Cav Div on Leyte is limited to patrolling -
and mopping up in Div zone, Eighth Cav troops on Samar

I. consolidate positions in Hlnabangan area and push
strong patrols to E and N of village.

XXIV Corps Following bomoardment of beaches by‘5~1n.
gans of DDs and rocket-firing LCIs, first assault wave
of 77th Inf Div lands on beach S of Ipil, on E shore of

-Ormoc Bay, about 3 miles §.of Ormoc at 0707; only light
-resistance encountered. - Unloading of troops and equip—
ment is completed by 0900; firm beachhead is esteblished
between the Baod and Bagonbon. Rivers, Dr1v1ng northward,
307th Inf, less 2d Bn, with 2d Bn of 306th Inf attached,
secures Baod R. bridge and seigmes Ipil. S flank of Div,
protected by 305th Inf, is established on line of the
Bagonbon R. Div CP is set up at Deposito on N bank of
Baod R. By nightfall, beachhead extending approximately
2 miles long and 1 mile inland is sécurcd. - In support
of attack, 902d FA Bn (105=mm. How) takes up. position
200-500 ya+ds inland along S:bank of'tne Baod R. and one
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co of ambanks with 75-mm. How is attached to 307th Inf.

Arty fire of 306th FA Bn is made available on call from
-position behind front lines of 7th Div to S and from

226th FA Bn from position E of mountains in vicinity of
Daro. Enemy aircraft attack assault shipping leaving
transport. area; USS Ward (4PD) and USS Mahah (DD) are
severely damaged by sulcide dives and are sunk by friendly

gunfire; only two light attacks are made on beachhead area .

and no damage to 1nstu¢latjons results. Seventh.Div troops

with support of amewaan *“nkb, which deliver “1ank1ng
fire against hostile defensive p051tlors glong coast N of
,Balogo, reach positions apmroxlmately Q,OOO yards .S of

Deposito; 17th Inf on regt R makes only limited gailns
over rugged terrain and bhrougn heavy ensny mortar and
automatic weapons fire.

W of Burauen, 5llth Para Lnf and l@”th PurL”Jlldﬂr
Inf of 1lth A/B Div repulse two. eounterattacks and clear
several enemy positions in V1cln1ty of Mgnonug. ‘Hlements

. of 1lth A/E Div, with 1st Bn of 382d Inf, 9oth Div, attached,

launch attack against hostile troops on San Pablo .airfield.
The 149th Inf (less 1 bn) of 38th Div (which had arrived
on Leyte 6 Dec. en route to another .operation) is assigned
to XXIV Corps and placed under operational control: of

11lth A/B Div; regt moves uO v101n1tj 01 San P ahlo and pre-
pares to attack NfT. B

8 Philippine Is.

U.S. STXTH ARMY

X Corps From positions SE of Tolibaw,.126th and 127th

Inf Regts of 32d Div launch coordinated att ack S astride
highway 2 toward Lonoy, overcoming stiff enemy resistance
on W flank to gain approximately 500 yerdss Elements of

‘ 34th Inf, -24th Div, 2t Calubian are reinforced by 2 plats

of C Co and one section of 8l-mm. mortars; patrols moving
W toward San Isidro make no contact with the enemy. Heavy
rains prevent off tions in mountainous terrain
E ‘'of highway 2; redy regrouplng of lst Cav
Div troops 1n1t1§%%&w@ 1
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by lst Sg of 112th Caﬁ which is keeping abreast of 324
Div troops in drive to S along highway 2. During night,

24 8¢ of 11l2th Cav excnangES grenades with enemy in ridge

area SW of Sinayawan.

XXIV Corps . With support of chemical mortars, arty, and

tanks, 307th Inf (less 2d Bn, which is still on Samar I.)

and 2d Bn of 306th Inf, 77th Div, attack northward from
Ipil against 1ncrea51ngly heavy resistance; point blank

fire is delivered into enemy positions to clear path of

advance for inf assault ‘which carries forward to high

‘ground . near Camp Downes, about 1 mile S of Ormoc. S of

Ipil beachhead, 7th Div mops up enemy resistance at

Balogo, forces enemy to w1thdruw from SW slopes of Hill
606, and secures Tabgas R. Valley; six Gs and several
mortars captured. Amtanks of 776th Amph Tank Bn shell

- Albuera, about 1% miles N of Balogo and deliver»flanking

fire in support of Div advance

Flghtlnv continues on Buraucn airfields where. troops
of 11th A/B Div, with attached units, are engaging the
enemy at various points. In desperate charge, elements
of 1st Bn of 382d Inf of 96th Div (attached to 1lth 4A/B

' Dlv)‘employlnD rifies, cwrblnes, and grenades break

organized eneny defense line on San Peblo airfield. W of
Burauen, troops of 11th 4/B Div (511th Para Inf and 2d
Bn of 187th Paxa—Glidcr Inf) overcone determined enemy
opposition to secure mountain pass near v1llage of.
Mahonag.

9 Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH ARMY .

X Corps Thiftyésecon@ Div troops continue: to hack away
-at enemy opposition holding up advance S to Lonoy; 2d Bu
of 126th Inf is facing enemy strongpoint, estimated as 2

plats on ridge to W of highway, about 1 mils SE of Kalog-
bacan, - Elements of lst Bn of 34th Inf, 24th Div, from
Calubian establish: outpootu on trail EOWurd Sﬂn 151dro,




Dec
1944

(@]
8 0
o

SectionIII: SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEsTER

one eneiy force is reportedly advancing on trail toward
Calubian from position about 3 miles E of San Isidro and
another 1s pushing E from Daha toward Matagok, about 5
kilometers NW of Calubian. During night 34th Inf rein-
forcements arrive at Calubian, First Cav Div continues
to maintain screen which extends from lt. Badian to Corps
SE boundary at lit. Laao. Advance S along the Leyte R. by
lst Sq of 112th Cav parallels movement of 126th Inf of
32d Div. Second Sq of 112th Cav launches three attacks
against eneny defensive p051t10ns SW of Sinayawan but
fails tc reduce strongpoints. Heavy rains limit 8th Cav

_-operatlons on Samar I. to putrolllng. Operating under
control of Sixth Army, lst Bn of 1524 Inf, " 38th Div,

moves from staging area on Leyte I. to agojo Point on SE
Samar to relieve 24 Bn of 307th Inf, 77th Div (XXIV Corps)
and to furnish protection for naval installetions under

‘construction in thls arbu.

XXIV Corps Contlnulng N toward Orroc, 307th Inf (less

24 Bn) and 2d Bn of 306th Inf, 77th Div, drives through

enemy arty, MG, and mortar fire into.Cawmp Downes; by 1600,
enemy garrison is cleared of hostile troops. Extremsly

- bitter fighting takes place in coconut grove on high
ground position just S of Camp Downes; Div CP closes in

area as eneny defenders are being mopped up. To .support
northward attack of 307th Inf, the 305th Inf is moved up
to N.bank of Baod R., lecaving supply installations. at
Deposito within SA range of MLR of Div S flank. Patrols
of 305th Inf move S of Ipil to probe,enemy positions

_between 77th and 7th Divs, Third Bn Qf13©6th Inf lands
~‘near Ipil to take over defense-of center of beachhecad;

landing-of 305th- FA Bn in Ipil arca-also completed. With
tank support, 184th Inf of 7th Div sweeps' N of Balogo and
captures Albuera, terminus of trail from Buroucnj against

-stiff opposition, 17th Inf secures high ground positions

N of the Sibugay R.; flanking patrols contact 51lth
Parachute Inf, 1lth 4/B Div, in Anas arca.
Eleventh i/B Div troops with assisting units elimin-

~ate .several enemy groups in vicinity of Buri airstrip.

Bltter flghtlng cortinues in mountalnous terrain W of
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Burauen, where elements of 11th A/B Div are pushing W
“toward Mahonag.

10 Philippine Is.
U.S. STZTH ARKY

X Corps Thirty-second Div troops. Qﬂoxge in bitter
fighting in attempt to open-up highway 2 S of Tolibaw-
Bonbongon area to Lonoys eneny strongp01nt about 1 mile
SE of Kalogbacan is reduced by 2d Bn of 126th Inf. In -
1st Cav Div sector, 1st Sq of 12th Cav with arty and

mortar support overruns strongly fortified enemy po-
sition on N slopes of it. Cabungaan and push patrols to
within 800 yards of Lonoy. Second Sg of 7th Cav takes
over positions occupied by 2d Sg of 112th Cav SW of
‘Sinayawan; 2d Sq of 112th Cav passes to control of Sixth
Army. Thirty-fourth Inf of 24th Div; assisted by 96th
Filipino Inf Regt, commences drive to eliminate cnemy on
NW Leyte Peninsula: one plat of G Co estzblishes trail
block about 5 kilometers W of Calubian while another plat
of A Co makes amphibious move some 9,000 vﬂrds up ‘coast
to. Vllluncuva, on W bank of llatague R.and opp031te Matagok,
to protect R flank., At midnight, enemy forees: 34th Inf
patrol to w1thdr%w from outpost at Tugharlgul, SW OL
Calublan, ‘B and ¢ Cos make repcated thrusts at both™
flanks of enemy-hcld ridge position . in v101n1tj of
Tagharigui, encountering automatic weaponsy grénades, and
mortar fire; ridge area is finally cleared -in hand~to-
hand fighting; 78 eneny dead counted. Air strikes and
arty fire are directed against cnemy defenses -and troop
_concentrations in San Isidro area. The 21st Inf Regt of
24th Div takes over beach defenses in Barugo-Carigara~.
.Capoocan areas. On Samar I., road blocks are estdbllshcd
about 6 kilometers E of Wright and between Wright and
liotiang by 8th Cav troops. Enemy infiltrates 8th Cav
perimeters at Hinabangoin but.fails. 1n Qttsmpt to destroy
gun p031tlons. : :

Corg Ormoc falls to troopa of 77th Inf Div,
commandsd_@vQ;g; = Gemgmhndrew U, Bruce. Preparatory to
81 £ dos \ irdy barrage is laid down on enemy
n FA Bns, supplemented by fires
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of 42 chemical mortars, M-8s, 1~10s, and. 75-mm. How of Co
A, 776th Amtank Bn. Simultaneously, rocket-firing LCIs
close in to pier and deliver point blank fire into center
of town. Troops of 307th Inf ‘sweep down from Camp Downes
to make frontal assault while 306th Inf moves to envelop
enemy's NE-flank. Enemy puts up desperate stand at a
‘deep draw which extends E and W on S outskirts of Ormoc;
defenders on both. sides of draw are routed from well dug-
in p051t10ns with mortars, grenades, and bayonéts. At
11330, 307th Inf enters Ormoc and fights steadily through
town,” overcoming enemy arty, mortar, MG, -and rifle fire.,
Remnants of enemy garrison entrenched in ruins of houses
and in street-side fox holes are mopped up in bitter
fighting. By evening, Ormoc is freed of Japanese in-
vaders and 77th Div troops establish front line on S bank
of the Antilao R. iscape of enery garrison to hills E
of ‘Ormoc is prevented by successful enveloplng move of
306th Inf; withdramal route to N is covered by arty fire.
Neanwhlle, 184th 'Inf of 7th Div continues attack along
.coast N of Klbuera, reaching position about 800 yards N
‘of the Talisayan R. and contacting 77th Div troops at
Ipil while 17th Inf on R flank of Div seizes ridge 500
yards to N of river; considerable stores in BanlJO and
number of arty pieces and MGs captured.  Enemy dececupying
favorable terrain positions and supported by arty and
alrcraft bltterly contests 7th Div's advance,

~After five days of fighting, 1lth A/B Div troops,
aSslsted'mytmo ns of 149th Inf, 38th Piv, and one bn'ofl
96th Dlv, clear enemy paratroops”and elements of Japanese
16th Div from Buri airstrip; magorltJ of hostile force is
killed and remainder withdraws westward. During ‘night,
elements of the "Shigamatsu Force! make unsuccessful
attempt to infiltrate defense perimeter of Burauen air-
flslds, in retreat toward hills, major pmrt cf erlemy
force is annlhllaned una remainder dispersed by 11th A/B

' outposts. W of Buraueny bitter fighting continues in

Mehonag-Anas area. First Bn of 383d Inf, *96th Div, is
relieved of: patrolllng in Macanip area and ordered to
Dagaml as Div reserve; the 96th Ren Tr, less 1 plat,
moves NW of Dagaml to Pastrana to furnlsh security for
ared.,
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X Corps After three days of close fighting, 126th and
127th Regts of 32d Div overcome enemy opposition immediately
to their front and Progress 300-400 yards where “heavy
enemy fire from hili position to E of highway 2 and about
1,300 yards S of Bonbongon is encountered. Following in-
'tense arty and mortar barrage, 12th Cav of lst Cav Div
drives enemy from strongpoint on ridge MW of Mt. Cabungaan.
Heavy arty barrage is laid down on enemy warehouses and

a probable radio station in vicinity of Bagatoon and also
on Valencia airstrip, where enemy parachutists are re-
portedly landing.

XXIV Corps With Ormoc secure, 77th Div attacks NW to
secure N bank of the Antilao R, in face of heavy and
accurate enemy MG and SA fire; point blank tank fire
fails to reduce enemy strongpoint at river bridge. Two.
bns of 305th Inf take up positions between 307th Inf on
W flank and 306th Inf on B to launch attack N astride
highway 2; remaining bn moves to position just S of
Camp Downes to protect Div's new S boundary, Defense of
supplies and installations in Ipil area is taken over by
2d Bn of 184th Inf, 7th Div, which is attached to 77th
Div at 0955. Advancing along coast of Ormoc Bay NW of
the Talisayan R., 184th Inf, 7th Div, seizes village of
Siquinon; 2d Bnby<passes enemy coastal positions to reach
Ipil; Regt line of 184th now extends from Binoljo to a
point approximately 300 yards N of the Talisayan R. Series
‘of enemy delaying points are reduced and 12 arty pieces
captured by 17th Inf which crosses the Talisayan R. and
occupies high ground to N. In mopping up operations in
Burauen area, only ay:few: enemy stragglers are killed by
11th 4/B Div troops; Burauen airficlds are. considered
secure by nightfall; estimated 500~-600 enemy reported
killed in "Battle of Airfields." W of Burauen, other
elements of 1lth 4/B Div continue destruction of enemy
pockets of resistance in An&s—mahonug and Lubi-inonang
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areas; Japanese main line of defense on ridges E of the -
Talisayan R. and on high ground approximately 5,000 yards
N of Mahonag is defended by units of 26th Div (26th Div
Hg, 26th Div Eng Regt, 2d Bn of 12th Ind Regt 1dent1fled),
the 65th Independent Eng Bn, and stragglers of 16th Div.
aArty continually pounds enemy strongpoint on "ihite Chalk
Ridge,' guarding mountain pass on trall leading from alto
Peak to Lake Danao, while 383d Inf of 96th Div moves
troops and supplies forward te attack position.

Planes of Fifth AF intercept Japanese convoy off
Port{ Palompon, sinking 5 vessels and damaging remaining
six ships. During night U.S., DDs fire on enemy vessels
in Ormoc Bay, probably sinking one vessel., Japanese DD
or DE ‘torpedoed and sunk by U.S. PTs off Port Palompon,
Re~aupply ‘convoy, consisting of 13 LSlis and LSIs and
screened by 6 DDs, en route to Ormoc, is attacked by
enemy suicide planes; USS Reid (DD) lost to enemy action.
During night, enemy craft move into Ormoc Bay; 1 barge
within 50 yards of shore and another enemy vessel un-
loading troops and supplies N of Ormoc are destroyed by

shore fire; third vessel withdrawing along shore in

vicinity of Linao is taken under fire by arty, mortars,
M-8s, and M~10s; no damage to shore installations or
naval supply vessels in Bay results,.

12 Philippine Is.

' U.5. SIXTH ARMY

X Corps Enemy, employing arty, MGs, and automatic
weapons, continues to put up determined resistance to
southward adwance of 32d Div troops astride highway 2.

By an ocutflanking move, lst Bn of 126th Inf drives enemy
from hill dominating highway 2 S of Bonbongon and occupies
position, On NW coast, 34th Inf of 24th Div maintains
guard over Calubian-Matagok area and continues to outpost
trails to San Isidro and Daha. On N flank of lst Cav

Div, lst Sq of 112th Cav .disperses large enemy group

bloecking path of patrols in Leyte R. area. Second Sq of
7th Cav advances through MG, grenade, and rifle fire to
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within 50 yards of enemy strongpoint SW of Sinayawan

and succeeds in pinpointing 15-20 bunkers., In Iit.
Cabungaan-ift. Catabaran area, several enemy delaying
points are overrrun by 12th Cav troops. On Samar I.,

8th Cav troops with arty support e¢liminate stubborn
opposition at junction of highways 1 and 2 and establish
contact with enemy's main defensive position SE of Wright.

XXIV Corps Seventy=-séventh Div consolidates positions in
Ormoc area and engages in aggressive patrolling to front
and on both flanks; harassing and interdictory fires are
laid down on enemy positions across the antilao R. through-
out day and night. Third Bn of 184th Inf, 7th Div,
eliminates enemy resistence along the Panilahan R. and
then displaces to Ipil, passing to control of 77th Div.
Thirty-second Inf takes over front-line positions of 17th
Inf -astride the Talisayan R. and prepares to drive E.
Second Bn of 32d Inf reverts to Div reserve while 1lst Bn

- moves to Baybay and 24 Bn to Albuera to maintain security
of coastal defenses, Eleventh 4/B Div troops engage in
bitter fighting to seize village of Mahonag, about 5 miles
E of Albuera; Div route of advance closely parallels main
enemy supply line llahonag-Albuera. Second Bn of 3824 Inf,
96th Div, is attached to 11lth 4/B Div for operations W of
Burauen., In Alto Peak area, patrol of 2d Bn, 383d Inf,
96th Div, contcets enemy force, killing 112.

At 1800, convoy with Western Visayan TF, consisting of
19th RCT of 2ith Inf Div and the 503d Parachute Inf RCT, leaves
Leyte Gulf, feints E, and then turns S to proceed- through
Surigao Strait and the enemy-interdicted waters of Mindanao
and Sulu Seas to Mindoro I.; fighter cover for 550-mile push
through inland seas is provided by carrier aircraft and land-
based planes. sttack force consists of attack Group (TG 78.3)
under Rear adwmiral 4.D. Struble, in command of amphibious
operation, Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) under Rear admiral
R.S. Berksy, and Motor Torpedo Boat Group (TG 70.1) under
Commander C.E. Dowling; Hecavy Covering and Carrier Group
(1G 77.12), consisting of 3 0BBs, 3 CLs, 6 CVEs, and 18 DDs,
is commanded by Rear aAdmiral T.D. Ruddock, Jr.
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U.S. SIXTH sRMY

X Corps Second Bn of 126th Inf, 324 Div, is moved for-
ward to occupy hill position S of Bonbongon; push S astride
highway 2 against determined Opposition is continued by
127th Inf and by lst and 3d Bas of 126th Inf; bridge about
1,700 yards S of Tolibaw reached, The 128th Inf consoli~
dates positions E and S of Limon and maintains guard over
"Kilay Ridge"approach to highway 2. Eighth Cav cleers

main enemy defensive position SE of Wright and storms into
fortress; by 1415, occupation of town is completed and ,
leading elements pursue enemy, 2d Bn of 9th Japanese- Regt,
up coastal road toward Catbalogan, capital of Samar I.

On Leyte I,, lst Cav Div troops are engaged in aggressive
patrolling in Mt. Catabaran-iit. Cabungaan arca.

XXIV Corps With arty suppert, 77th Div resumes attack

N of Ormoc. The 305th Inf astride highway 2 runs into
strongly fortified enemy position which is centered around
stone church building in vicinity of Cogon. The enemy,
occupying high ground around church building and on both
sides of highway, had dug-in spider holes 6-8 feet in
depth with cuts built to protect occupants from air-burst
arty. Div arty pulverizes church building but repeated
attacks of 305th Inf fail to reduce enemy positions, which
are reinforced from rear. Aafter repulsing three enemy
counterattacks, 305th Inf withdraws from Cogon area and
calls for heavy arty barrage against enemy strongpoints,
Patrols of 306th Inf reach Dunghol, about 2 miles NE of
Ormoc, without enemy contact while 307th Inf, pushing NW
along coastal road from Ormoc, selzes Punta and reaches
Linao,

' Attack of 7th Div spearheaded by 324 Div turns E
from Talisayan-Siquinon area in order to eliminate enemy
forces in Bintoan-Libas-Capatgan areas and to link up
with 511th Para Inf of 1lth Div, driving westward through
‘mountains from Mahonag on Burauen-slbuera trail. First
Bn and Hg of 184th Inf, 7th Div, move to Ormoc; 2d ¢nd 3d

Bns revert to regt con "“lv ;
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USS Nashville (CL), command ship of TG 78.3 en route to
#indoro I., is heavily hit by suicide planc while passing
between lindanao and Negros Islands; staff is transferred to.
USS Dashiell (DD); numerous casualties caused; Brig. Gen.
William C. Dunckel is wounded. Nashville returns to Leyte
Gulf, escorted by Stanley (DD). USS Haraden (DD) of TG 77.12
receives damaging hit by ancther suicide plene., Efforts of
army and Marine fighters to provide stroang "umbrella over
convoy hampered by adverse weather.

Philippine Is,
UsS. STATH sRHY .

Commanding General, Sixth srmy, revises boundary between

X and ZXIV Corps, placing Valencic in XXIV Corps zone of action.

X Corps With tank support, 32d Div is attacking S astride
highway 2, about cne mile S of Tolibaw; progress is slow
as every bend in road is lined with enemy dug-in positions

- many of which are being cleared out in hand~to-hand
fighting. Enemy demolition squad abtacks 126th Inf CPj
no damage results and enemy is completely annihilated
by CP personnel. Pushing S along the Leyte R. on L
flank of 32d Div, lst Sg of 112th Cav reaches positions
about 1,200 yards S of Bonbongon. Heavy erty and mortar
barrage is laid down on enemy strongpeint SW of Sinayawan,
which prevents link-up of 2d Sq of 7th Cav with 1st Sg
of 112th Cav on W bank of the leyte R. Using cll types
of weapons including flame throwers, G Tr of 2d Sq of 7th

- Cav makes frontal attack while F Tr closes in from rear
to reduce eneny strongpoint; 30 enemy bunkers are knocked
out. First Sq of 12th Cav continues advance SW from Mt.
Cabungasan, climinating serics of enemy delaying positions
and setting up advance CP in a banana plantation about
1,500 yards E of Lonoy on highway 2., Second Sq of 12th
Cav engages in successful fire fight with estimated
.enemy plet on Hill 2348. On Samar I., 8th Coav consoli-
dotes positions at Wright and pushes strong poatrols N
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toward Catbalogan; E of Wright, contact is established
with Filipino forces who report Wright-Taft highway free
of enemy. Progress N of Tfright is delayed becau3u of
poor roads and flooqud streams.

XXIV Corps N of Ormoc, elements of 305th Inf, 77th Div,
envelop enemy!s W flank, by-passing enemy positions
astride highway 2 S of Cogon, and attacking toward

road junction about 1,000 yards to N, Ilicanwhile, other
elements of 305th Inf engage in the bitterest of fighting
to eliminate Cogon positions; with fire of M-8s and 1i~10s
and with grenades and bayonets, encmy spider holes and
fox holes are being cleared out one-by-one; armored bull-
dozers of 302d fng Bn by driving straight into enemy po-
sitions cover numerous fox holes occupled by the. eneny.
On R flank of Div, 306th Inf sends patrols to Dunghol

and Patag and reconnoiters to N for route to cut highway
2 between Dayhagan and Catayom. Patrols of 307th Inf
make wide encircling move to W of highway 2 to reach
point within 2,000 yerds of Valenciaj; meanwhile, 2 reinf
rifle col's of 307th Inf, with cannon and tank support,
push along coastel road NW of Ormoc to reach bank of an
unnamed river near Jalubon; 6 enemy amphiblous tanks,

7 barges, 1 schooner, 9 Ak guns, several liGs, 1 sea

coast range finder, 1 radio transmitter, and more than
75 tons of supplies and ammunition reported destroyed;
approximately half of the town of Linzo is set on fire

to eliminate enemy dug-in positlonsj 1 seacoast rangsr,

1 radio transmitter, and two 20=hm. guns are brought
back to base. Lrty fire is placed on W bank of unnamed
river in vicinity of Jelubon from which enemy rifle and

UG fire was encountered. .SE of Orimoc, 32d Inf of 7th
Div attacks eneny-held ridge positions between the
Talisayan and Ponilahen Rivers, encountering heavy eneny

arty, mortars, and grenades, . In alto Peak area, 1l5-man
patrol from 2d Ba, 383d Inf (96th Div). reaches high
ground position overlooking "White Chalk Ridge'; renber
of 921st Fi Bn relays adjustments to. firing btry, which
makes direct hits on efiepy positions. The 382d Inf,

less 1lst Bn, reverts #i¢ 96th Div.control from @ttgchment
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Third Fleet carrier aircraft lay "air blanket! over Luzon
ailrfields in support of convoy with ¥estern Visasyan TF,
approaching SW. coast of ilidndero I.-

Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH aRMY

£ Corps Jaopanese positions on three heavily wooded razor-
back ridges about 1,500 yards S of Bonbongon are opposing
advaence of 32d Div; enemy arty is active, shelling CPs,
frontline positions, and Leyte R. bridge area. The 127th
Inf strikes out toward high ground positions near bridge S
of Tolibaw in.face of enemy 1iG and mortar fire; 5 enemy
tanks are knocked out. Second Sq of 7th Cav, lst Cav Div,
occupies ridge positions SW of Sinayawan and drives SW,
eliminating strong enemy pocket of resistance and linking
up with 1st Sq of 112th Cav, in area about 1,200 yards S

of Bonbongen. Second Sq of 12th Cav reaches peak of hill
2348 without contacting the enemy; to SW, 24 Sq from iit.
Cabungaan continues muve to new perimeter E of Lonoy. On
Samar I., 8th Cav troops advancing on Catbalogan reach the
lagbag R., finding bridge across river has been burned out
by retreating enemy. Small rcn unit is moved by native boat
to Darajuay I., to reconnoiter cnemy movements in Catbalogan
area.,

ZXIV Corps Seventy-seventh Div, relieved of guarding Ormoc
defenses by 7th Div troops, prepares for northwerd attack to
capture Valencia; plan is to make wide enveloping moves to
W and N toward highway 2 and to push 77th Ren Tr on R flank
toward Tambuco-Dolores road. The 305th Inf continues drive
astride highway 2, encountering determined resistance in
Cogon areaj; many .enemy positions are cleared out in close
Tighting from fox hole to fox hole; estimated one enemy bn
still remains in area between Cogon and road junction just
N of town. The 306th Fi Bn, which moved over land from S,
takes up positions approximately 200 yards in rear of front
lines under sniper fire. Several mutually supporting ridges
between the Talisayan and Panilahan Rivers are secured by 324
. Inf of 7th Div which is attacking E toward Apatgaon, about 2%
miles from liahonag. Eleventh 4/B troops pushing forward in
mountaincus terrain W of the Talisayan R. extend control from
iiahonag to Anas-arca. Elements of 2d Bn of 383d Inf, 96th
Div, engage in fire fight with enemy force on slope of
"iihite Chalk Ridge! in %&,v ke Ared, &% o e




Dec

1944

209

SectionIIT: SCUTHWEST PaCIFIC 1

ifter short preparaticn by naval gunfire and rockets,
trcops of ¥estern Visayan TF land at 0730 on beaches on SW
coast of Mindorc I., lying just S of Luzon and about 300
miles NW of Leyte. The 19th RCT puts ashore.in arca about

.l miles N of Caminawit Pt.; one reinforced rifle co occupies

Caminawit Pt. Troops of 503d Parachute Inf RCT land N and

S of the Bugsanga R. in San Agustin arca and puoh inland to
secure San Jose town and airstrip. At 1045, Brig. Gen.
William C. Dunckel takes command ashore; Western Visayan TF
CP is set up at San Josc. Bngineers commence work on air-
strips, roads, and installations, By evening, beachhead
between San sgustin and Caminawilt Pt., extending about 10
miles along shore and 8 miles inland is secured; no enemy
contacted except at Camlnawit Pt, where 5 Japancse are killed
and 2 prisoners taken, Natives roport the withdrawal of small
chemy garrison at San Jose to Bulalacac cn SE ccast of island,
By seizure of SW liindoro, bases for air operations against
Luzon and for protection of sea routes through the Visayan
waters are secured.

Enemy aircraft attack convoy during unloading at beaches,
damaging DD Howarth and setting 2 LSTs ablaze by suicide
crashes; LSTs are abandoned and sunk by friendly gunfire.
httacks against TG 77.12 cause minor damage by near misses
to CVE larcus Island. Twenty-two snemy plancs reported de-
stroyed during attacks on convoy. Record unloading is
accomplished by 1800 by usec of some 1,200 troops of 77th Inf
Div, brought aleng for that purpose; Jt 1900, TG 38.3 commences
return veyage to Leyte. During night, TG 77.3 patrols off
indero beachhead whils TG 77.2 rensins in ceovering position
in the Sulu Sea. Seventh Fleet seeplanes commence operatiocns
from Mangarin Bay.

Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH nRdY

X Corps Fierce fighting takes place about 1,500 yards
S of Bonbongon where 324 Div troops destroy more than

100 enecny caves and b pnkers to seize ridges; captured
L g8 3
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position is identified as the CP of Japanese lst Inf
Regte. OSecond Sq of 7th Cav, lst Cav Div, relieves
126th Inf of 324 Div, in this area and commences mop-
up operations. First Sq of 112th Cav, pushing W to
join up with 126th Inf of 32d Div, spots cnemy pack
train on high bluff W of the Leyte R. and directs arty
fire against this position; 75 enemy dead counted
following shelling of area, Fifth Cav closes in area
about one mile E of Lonoy and pushes strcng ren patrol
toward Catotocan arez; 12th Cav is assembling on high
ground immediately to NE of Lonouy. The 151lst Inf RCT
of 38th Div is placed under control of X Corps and used
in patrolling N coastal cerrider. On Semar I., small
eneny force is ambushed near lizgbag R., W of lotiong,
by 8th Cav troops.

ZXIV Corps Seventy-seventh Div cpens attack toward
Valencia town and airstrip. Troops of 305th Inf pushing

N on highway 2 against stubborn opposition capture

Cogon and establish defensive position arcund road
Junction just N of town. Swinging to W of highway,
307th Inf advances approximately & miles through rice
paddies, coconut groves, and across rivers to Bao and
then turns N, capturing San Josc within 2 miles of
objective; only light resistance encountered. The
306th Inf from Ormoc follows 307th Inf to point about
1,500 yards E of Liloan and then turns N in attempt to
cut highway 2 between Cataycm and Dagayan; defensive
perimeter for night is sct up about 1,200 yards W of
Tiptic. Seventh Div troops consclidate positions in
mountainous terrain in Talisayan zres and conduct ren
in force toward Capatgan. Numerous counterattacks by
enenmy troops attempting to break cut of hills in Anas
area are repulsed by 11lth 4/B Div troops. On E coast
of Leyte, Tanauan airfield, approximately midway between
Tacloban and Dulag, becomes cperstional.,

On Mindoro, troops of 503d Parachute RCT and 19th Inf
RCT consolidate defenses on SW coast of island and push
patrels to E and N of beachhead perimeter; smell enemy group
is contacted E of San %Q S | > is established at
' g i & B % 1o

T,
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Caminawit Pt. Results of three-~day "air blanket" over ILuzon
by Third Fleet aircraft, ia support of Mindoro cperation,

‘reported as 62 enemy planes destroyed in air and 208 on

ground; 16 ships sunk and 37 damaged; 43 U.S. planes reported
lost, , ’

Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH ARMY

X Corps Thirty-Second Div continues attack S astride
highway 2 against increasingly stubborn resistance,
Utilizing favorable terrain positions in area SE of
Tolibaw, each group of 2-5 enemy may comprise a strong-
point, the elimination of which reguires close fighting
with hand grenades and bayonets. Enemy dynamites large
trees to form road blocks on highway 2 and continues
attempts to destroy Leyte R. bridge with arty fire.
Elements of 5th Cav move to ilt. Cabungaan area to keep
supply route open and to mop up in area vacated by 12th
Cav. Twelfth Cav OPs are established in area about
1,500 yards E of Lonoy; enemy targets spotted in area
are heavily shelled during night by 27lst FA Bn. On

N tip of Leyte, elements of 34th Inf, 24th Div, assisted
by 96th Filipino Inf Regt, make surprise attack on
enemy-held ridge positions in vicinity of Taglawigan on'
Calubian-San Isidro trail, decimating entire force. On
Samar I., 8th Cav troops occupy village of liotiong and:
push ren units toward Hill 169, W of Liagbag R. Catbalogan
vacated by enemy on 14 Dec., according to Filipino
guerrillas. "

XXIV Corps Seventy-seventh Div closes in on Valencia
town and airstrip. With arty support, 307th Inf drives
NE from San Jose, reaching point on road at S tip of
airstrip and within 1,000 yards of town., Prior to
~attack of 307th Inf, town and airstrip are blasted by
air bombardment and arty fire: commencing in early
morning hours, 155-mmy guns of 226th FA Bn from Daro
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pound area until about 12303 air strikes begin at 1240
and last until 1330, liecanwhile, 306th Inf attacks NE
from Tiptic, overcoming stiff resistance from enemy
units retreating NW to escape fire of 305th Inf, to
cut highway 2 at Cabulihan, less than 2 miles S of
Valencia, N of Cogon, 305th Inf eliminates scattered
enemy resistance along highway 2 and captures Tembuco
town and road junction. Seventy-seventh Ren Tr on Div
R flank links up with 305th Inf on Tambuco-Dolores

road after engaging in fire fight with estimated 200
enemy in Dunghol-Patag area. During night, enemy arty
and mortars from vicinity of Dayhagan, on highway 2
between Cabulihan and Tambuco, shell Div CP but are
quickly spotted and silenced. S of Libas, clements of
7th Div attack encmy high ground positions commanding
trail to Capatgan, making only limited gains over almost
impassable terrain and in face of heavy MG fire. Enemy
ridge positions in this area are also under attack by

1lth 4/B Div troops, driving W of lishonag.
_Patrolling to N and E of beachhead on Mindoro I. is

continued by troops of 503d Parachute Inf RCT and 19th Inf
RCT, with assistance of Filipino guerrillas,

Philippine Is.

U.S. STXTH ARMY

X Corps The 127th Inf.of 324 Div gains 400 yords S of
bridge about 1,800 yards SW of Bonbongon, advance

is held up by enemy fire from two ridges directly to B
of highway. First Brig of lst Cav Div prepares for
attack agoinst Lonoy. First Sq of 112th Cav mops up
scattered resistance along W bank of the Leyte R. and
moves into position on L flank of 126th Inf of 324 Div;
24 Sqg of 7th Cav 1s clearing oul-enemy groups on E bank

- of river, Patrol of 34th Inf, 24th Div, from Calubian

reaches W coast of Leyte near Tabango and is cut off by

enemy force moving S; patrol is evacusnted by native
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cances, picked.up by PTs, and returned to base. The
151st Inf of 38th Div, is attached to 24th Inf Div, to
take over beach defensés in Carigara area. On Samer L.,
8th Cav troops move onto Hill 169, W of the Magbag R.,
finding well-prepared positions abandoned by enemy:
reinf plat of A Tr enters Catbalogan; no opposition
encountered, ‘ ’ k '

XXIV Corps ‘At 0730, 307th Inf of 77th Div-continues
attack ugulnst Valencia, capturing airstrip at 0950 _
and occupying town by 1200; only minor resistance .en-
countered, liajority of enemy troops had withdrawn to
'E to escape air and arty bombardment. From Cobuhilan,

"2d and 3d Bns of 306th Inf drive N, clearing highwoy 2
to Valencia while lst Bn moves S, capturing Catayom and
linking up with leading elements of 305th Inf N of Huaton.
‘lialunod, Dayhagan, and Huaton secured by 305th Inf in
drive N along highway from Tambuco road junction. armored
supply columns are now being pushed v1gorously forward
on Ormoc-Valencia highway.

‘Thirty-seécond Inf (less 2d Bn) of 7th Div establishes
defense perimeter cbout 400 yards N of the Panilahan R.
and prepares to attack N to Ormoc~Patag line; 2d Bn attempts
without success to by-pass enemy strongpoint W of Capatgan.
With arty support, 1}th A/B Div troops push forward on
only trail running up knife-like ridge to eliminate enemy
positions on "Rock Hill! (surrounded by heav1ly wooded
and almost perpendicular cLlffs) in qahonag—Anas area;

432 enemy dead counteq.

Units of Third Fléet withdrawing from_operdtions against

“Luzon to refueling arsa B of the PHilippines are caught in

a severe typhoon, rmsultlng in capsizing and sinking of Hull,
Monaghan, and Spence (DDs) and damaging other unltb, total of
790 men and 146 olunes rcportpd lost.

Philippine Is.

U.5. SIXTH ARMY

ey

Commanding General, Sixth Ar
X and XXIV Corps sc that Libungeo’

[ﬁd

s boundary between
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i9 X Corps Lonoy, about 6,000 yards S of Tolibaw, falls to
Cont . lst Cav Div. Twelfth Cav with two squadrons abreast

moves out from high ground positions attacking SW: lst
Sq- pushes onto highway 2 and turns S, silencing enemy
fire as it advences into and through town of Lonoy while
2d Sq silences enemy arty with counter-battery fire and
reduces enemy strongpoint to push onto highway 2 at
point about 150 yards N.of Lonoy and link up with lst
Sq. Enemy continues to fight strong delaying action on
both sides of highway 2 . N of Lonoy; 127th Inf of 32d
Div maneuvering for positions to attack ridges SW of
Bonbongon comes under intense cross-fire. Catbalogan,
capital of Samar I., is occupied by 8th Cav troops-

XXTV Corps With Valencia secure, 77th Div troops are
driving N to capture Libungao road junction and . Tagbong
R. crossing and to cut the Libungac~Palompon road.. The
305th Inf tekes over defense of Valencia town and air—
strip while 306th Inf attacks NW across country to reach
position about LOO yards SW of Libungao road. juriction and
about 800 yards NE of Tagbong R. crossing; the 307th

Inf, attacking NE from Valencia against stiff opposition,
sets up perimeter for night about 400 yards N of the
Pagsangahan R. and 300 yards SW of highway 2. Advance
Div CP opens at Valencia at 1530. Ninety-sixth Inf Regt .
(guerrilla) is operating with 77th Div, guarding bridges on
Palompon road. Heavy eneny arty fires 306th Inf positions
near Tagbong R. crossing during night,

Advancing N of the Panilahan R., lst and 3d Bns of
32d Inf, 7th Div, eliminate several enemy pockets of
resistance to establish front line immediately to S of ‘
Ipil-Boroc road. Second Bn of 32d Inf with arty suppori
continues attack against énemy~occupied ridge, commanding
trail to Capatgan. Eleventh A/B Div troops engage in ‘
extremely bitter fighting with enemy groups in mountainous .
terrain in Anas area; 189 enemy reported killed. Second
Bn of 382d Inf, 96th Div, from Burauen~Guinarona area
moves to position N of Jugpa and pushes patrols into
lite Majunag area. ‘
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On liindoro, troops of 503d Parachute Inf RCT set -up

trail block N of the Bugsanga R. and establish- patrol
base at Pianag, which is chiefly used by Filipino guerrillas.,

20 Philippine Is.

Ul.S. SIXTH ARMY

X Corps Continuing attack S from Lonoy toward Cananga,
1st Sqg of 12th Cav overcomes resistance along highway to
reach point about 400 yards N of town while 24 Sqg swings
. to E and establishes perimeter for night within 300
yards of objective; shelling of enemy installations
within town commences. Advance S toward Lonoy by 32d
Div troops is still held up by heavy fire from eheiny-
held ridges Sii of Bonbongon and by enemy road blocks,
Seventh- and 112th Cav troops on L flank of 1st Bn of
127th Inf, 32d Div, continue slow push S over difficult
terrein and against stubborn resistance. On N7 tip of
Leyte, combat patrols of 34th Inf, 24th Div,’ arg moving
from Naga R. area toward nrpvalo,'on W coast -of Leyte,
to intercept enemy troop movenent to S, Eighth Cav re-
ports organized enemy resistance on Samar-has rétreated
“to N ‘of Catbhalogans ferry service is established over
the iagbag R., opening up traffic between Catbalogan and
A WI‘lUﬂt. ' ’ L Co - R . .

IXIV CorEs The 306th Inf of 77th Div attacks W against
Laetermlned r031stancc and cuts the Libungao-Palompon
‘road near Tdgbong R. crossing; 1lst Bn crosses the Tagbong
R.-in face of MG, morter, and SA fire from estimated
" enemy bn, defending crossing from high ground .positions
"W of river. Failing to locate favorable defensive po-
sition,lst Bn withdraws to E bank for night., .Second and
3d ‘Bns of 306th Inf upon reaching the Libungao-Palompon
road turn E, advancing against heavy resistance toward
road junction just N of Libungao, where intense cnemy
fire forces withdrawal to positions about 300 yards to
W. The 307th Inf continues northward attack to Libungao;
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20 three,counterattécks against Regt R flank aré repulsed
Cont with heavy losses to ¢ounterattacking forces; defense

perimeter is established about 1,000 yards to S of
Libungao rcad junction. In fighting near road junction,
enemy commits fresh troops of 5th Inf CT, 8th Japancse
Div, which had recently arrived at Pelompon. Intensive
arty barrege is laid down on enemy positions in vicinity
of road junction throughout night. The 305th Inf main-
tains security for Valencla town and airstrip and holds

a "Provisional Armored Column' in readiness for- ‘drive W
to secure Palompon,

" . Seventh Div troops continue to rllmlnatu enemy troops
E and SE of Ormoc. Following bombing and strafing attack
on enemy dug-in positions in vicinity of Boroc, 1lst and
'3d Bns of 32d Inf progress 500 yards to N; severe enemy
casualties inflicted, Enemy continues to maintain control
of ridge area commanding approach to Capatgan against
repeated attacks by 2d Bn of 32d Inf. The 184th Inf re-
verts to 7th Div control. Eleventh A/B Div continues
offensive operations in Anas area. Final organized -
enemy resistance in Alto Peak area is broken by troops

of 96th Div. After heavy arty barrage is placed on

enemy strongpoint on "White Chalk Ridge™ by 921lst and
383d FA Bns, troops of 2d Bn of 383d Inf advance to top
of ridge ugainst slight opposition; majority of enemy

on ridge found killed by arty fire. Ninety-sixth Ren
‘patrol is ordered to cross mountains over Mte. Laac Pass
and establish contact with 77th Div troops at Valencia,

Hill airstrip, about 2 miles S of San Joss on Mindoro I,,
becomes operational. Troops of 503d Parachute Inf RCT with
aid of Filipino guerrillas set up trail block N of the
Bugsanga R. and establish patrol base ot Pasugui. Enemy air-
craft are active against San Jose, Hill airstrip, and PT base

“at Caminawit Pt.; 25-30 enemy planes reported shot down.
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21 Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH ARNY

X Corg hlth support of 27lSu FA Bn and 77th Div arty,
12th Cav of lst Cav Div fights its way into Cananga,
systematically destroying all installations and clearing
out every hut in village, Contact of 12th Cav with
‘clements of 77th Inf Div, XXIV uo”os, is established
near bridge about 400 yards S of Cananga. Fifth Cav
troops move into Lonoy to mop up following rapid push S
by 12th Cav. First Sq of 12th Cav maintains its position
on L flank of lst Bn of 127th Inf, 32d Div, while mortar
barrage is laid down on enemy positions barring advance
of these units. Seventh Cav establishes position ebout
2,500 yards N of Lonoy after clearing out several enemy
groups and capturing one 70~mm. mountdin- gun. After
attempting for two days to gain a favorable position to
attack enemy-held ridges SW of Bonbongon, 3d Bn of 127th
Inf, 32d Div, is withdrawn from area and an all-night
arty-mortar barrage is laid down on enemy strongpoints.
Eighth Cav Regt CP is established at. Gatbalogan on

Samar I.

XXIV Corps With arty support, lst Bn of 306th Inf,

77th Div, again crosses the Teghbong R., selzing high
~ground about 300 yards to W. Second and 3d_ Bns . of 306th
Inf attack E and capture Sbrutb”lc road Junctlon just N
of waunvuo, 307th Inf overcomes stiff resistance to
‘close 1,000-yerd gap and link up with 306th Inf at road
junction. Third Bn of 306th Infdrives N from road junction to
link up with elements of lst Cav Div, X Corps, attacking
S from Canange on highway 2. Contact is effected at

the first bridge S of Cananga, cpening up highway 2

" from Lonoy S ‘to Ormoc. In sbcuring Tagbong R, crossing
and Libungao road Junctﬂon, Ly500 enemy reported killed.
Aggressive engincer ren of bridges on road W of Tagbong
R. crossing reveals impracticality of attempt to move a
fast armored column W to Palompon. Filipino guerrillas
and natives are ordered to evacuate Palompon arca in
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preparation for air strikes and 155-mm. bombardment of
port and town. Attack N by lst and 3d Bas of 324 Inf,
7th Div, rolls past the Ormoc-Patag line to the Ormoc-
Canale trail; six 75-mm. guns captured during ddvance.
Second Bn of 32d Inf exerts streng pressure against

enemy ridge positions in vieinity of Capatgan. Troops

of 184th Inf maintain guard over Linao-Ormoc-Camp Downes
ar¢a and push strong rcn unit NE on road to Dolores,
foreing enemy to withdraw from village and capturing
considerable quantities of supplies and ammunition. Enemy
resistance in anas area is practically eliminated by 1llth
A/B Div troops. IElements of 2d Bn of 383d Inf, 96th Div,
continue down trail from psak of "White Chalk Ridge,"
degtroying encmy MG positicns with counter-battery arty -
fire and morters. o : "

Third Bn of 2lst Inf, 24th Div, sails from Leyte for

Mindoro I.; enemy aircraft attack convoy, causing casuclties

and heavy loss of equipment. FHe-supply convey in the Sulu
Sea, en route to Mindoro, is attacked by enemy suicide planes

which score hits on LSTs 749 and 460 and Liberty Ship SS

Juan De Fuca; 15 enemy planes shot down by combat air patrols

and AA fire,

Philippine Is.

U .S ] SIX.TH ARI\.{Y

X Corps Last organized cnemy defensive position in
upper Ormoc Valley is eliminated; the "Yamashita Line"
crumbles as 7th Cav, 112th Cav, and 32d Div troops push
S and Jjoin up with 5th and 12th Cav troops of lst Cav
Div in Lonoy-Cananga area. Thirty-second Div troops

~attack ridge areas about 1,800 yards SW of Bonbongon,

finding well-prepared positions abandoned by enemy;
estimated 500 enemy haid withdrawn to S and W during
night of 21st because of intense arty-mortar barrage.
This heavily fortificcl position at Kilometer 79 on the
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Ormoc highway had been the lst Japanese Div CP.  The
127th Inf, spearheading drive of 32d Div, links up with
5th Cav of lst Cav Div on highway 2, about 40O yards N
of Lonoy; Pinamopoan-Ormoc highway is completely cleer
of enemy resistance., Approximately 500 enemy arc still
holding out in vicinity of Bagatoon, Si of Cananga. On
NW coast of Leyte, 34th Inf of 24th Div prepares for
surprise attack on Tuktuk villege, about 8 kilometers

SE of Czlubian, by moving lGs and 8l-mm. mortars to Nlpa
and establishing trail blocks in vicinity of village.
Before ground troops arc in p051t10n to attack, clements

of 34th Inf moving up Nagae R. in LVTs are detected by

enemy which withdraws from village when automatic weapons
cpen up; portion of enbmy force is overtoken and -elimindted
near Parasen,

XXIV Corps Second and 3d Bns of 305th Inf with suppcrt
of light tanks passcs through positions: of lst Bn of -
306th Inf at Tagbong R. ¢rossing, reaching Humaybunay,
about. 6,000 yards W of road junction.  Hission of 15t Bn
of 305th Inf is bh&ﬂgca from that of a "Provisional =~
Armored Column" to advance rapidly against Palompon Qown :
road from Libungao road junction to an amphlblous force
which is to embark from Ormoc and land in v101n1ty of
Palompon. Third Bn of 306th Inf gudrds brldre S of .
Cenanga while 2d Bn with lst Bn of 307th Inf organlzcs o
defense of Libungao road Junctlon. The 307th Inf, less
lst Bn, relieves 305th Inf trcops, ﬁuardlno Valencia
town and airstrip; o F moves to San Jose to protect
531st FA Bn, which is in position to pound Palompon

with long rdnge gun fire and also to support attack W
along Palompon road. Bagineer progress to W is slowed
up by inability to cbtain sufficient Bailey bridge to
leap frog over impassable bridges; work of strengthening
bridges is carried out by 302d Eng, under enemy fire and
frequently without inf protection. SE of Ormoc, 24 Bn

of 32d Inf, 7th Div, engages in vicicus fighting to

clear enemy from caves on ridge near Capatgan. Eleventh

4/B Div troops (2d Bn of 1lst Bn of 187th Para~Glider Inf

Regts are engaged in fierce fighting in mountainous

terrain MW of Ancnang, whgre enemy had developed 22
g%é‘Wm

stron@p01nto. o &
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At 0900, 3d Bn of 21lst Inf, 24th Div, lands in San Jose
area and occuples portion of 503d Parachute sector, SW

liindoro I, Radar and radioc units are installed on Apo T., W

of f‘/ﬁ.ﬂd()ro . : ’

Philippiné Is..  ,

‘U.S. STETH ARMY

X Corps Corps-initiates westward drive to eliminate
b ———— . o e . .
-remaining enemy resistance between Tolibaw-Cananga

line and W coast of Leyte. The 128th Inf of 32d Div
assembling in Limon-Tolibaw area is to attack toward
Tabango Bay while 127th Inf prepares to drive W from
Lonoy area to Silad Bay. Pushing W from Loroy-Cananga.
area, 5th, 7th, and 12th Cav troops, 1lst Cav Div, secure
high ground W of the Tagbong R. and reach hgayayan; -
general line is established approximately 2,000 yards W
of highway 2. Eighth Cav reports Wright-Taft highway
completely cleared of enemy; with aid of Filipinc troops,
search for remnants cf enemy garrison on Samar I, is

- continued from perimeter established around Wright~

Catbalogan area,

 XLIV Corps With arty and air support, 305th.Inf (less
‘1st Bn) of 77th Div continues advence on road to Palompon,

reaching point within 500 yards of Dipi;
several enemy pockets of resistance and one well-organized
position astride road cleared. Bridge guards along route

of advance of 305th Inf are furnished by 96th Inf Regt

(Guerrillas) while 302d Eng continues work cn bridges to
keep traffic rclling, Remninder of 77th Div continues

to guard Libungoo read junction, Valencia area, and
bridges cver the Tagbong and Pagsangahan Rivers. Thirty-
second Inf (less 2d Bn) with 3d Bn of 18Lth Inf, 7th Div,
attached takes over defense of Linao-Ormoc~Camp Downes

~area. The 184th Inf, less 3d Bn, is given mission of
“destroying remaining enemy forces in areca E of Ormoc-

Valencia road. Eleventh &4/B Div engages in bitter
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fighting to clear Burauen-Albucra trail of organized
hostile forces; Div Commander from CP on "Rock Hill"
directs battle of "Hacksaw Hill"; 4 bns in column
formation attack W astride enemy trail, surprising and
almost completely annihilating enemy force (remnants of
3d Bn of 13th Independent Regt, 1lth Independent Fa Rest,

11th Div Signal Unit, Kitano Co of 1éth Eng Rezt, and
eloments of 20th Eng Regt identified); 750 enemy killed;
survivors withdraw in disorganized groups toward Ormoc
Valley. Sccond Bn of 187th Para-Glider Inf passecs
through 511th Parachute Inf and cresses the Leyte
Watershed, contacting elements of 7th Inf Div on W
slope of mountains near albuesra, During three days of
-patrolling in lit. Majunag arsa, W of Guinarona, 24 Bn
of 382d Inf (96th Div) kills 21 enemy.

Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH ARMY

X Corps Thirty-second Div trcops from Limon-Tolibaw-
Lonoy area commence push toward W Leyte CQast, only
swarnpy terrain and ovccasional sniper fire hinders ad-
vance, First Cav Div troops continue slow push W of
Lonoy—Cananva line agalnst sca*terbd but determined re-
51stance.

kXIV'Corps . 4t about 2000, amphibious force (1lst Bn of
305th Inf, r@inf) in LVTs of the 718th and 536th Lmtrac
Bns and LCMs operated by 2d Eng Special Ble, screened
by PTs, leaves Ormoc to make night passage to Palompon
area; no-enemy. action cccurs; 3 LVTs lost to mechanical
failure, . Second ‘and 3d Bns of 305th Inf, 77th Div, in
position about 500 yards ¥W-of Dipi astrlde road

to Palompon repulses an attack by estimated 200 enemy;
“approximately half of force is killed and remainder ,
withdrgws.,'Thg 306th Inf from Libungao road junction
engages:-in vigorous patrolling, killing 65 cnemy; no
enemy centac ted by 307th Inf: l?fvﬂﬂl& arsa, Seventh

&
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Div zone of action is expanded to include all W coast
territory S of line 'Palcmpon-Valencia., The 184th Inf
of 7th Div is engaged in clearing out enemy remnants B
of Ormoc-Valencia highway. BEleventh 4/B Div trcops mop
up enemy groups in hills MW of Anonang. after four days

of fighting astride trail from "White Chalk Ridge"
toward Lake Danac, F and G Cos of 2d Bn, 383d Inf (96th
Div) are rclleQd by L uo, 24 Bn has suffered practically

80% non-battle casualties from.trpachcrous trails, leeches,

and mosquitoes..

On Hindoro I., radic teams are dispatched to Sablayan,

Paluan, and Contura to report any encmy activity in areas and
- to guard agmlnsb possible encmy lanaln»s._

25 Philippine Is.

U.S. SIXTH 4ARMY

Commanding General, Sixth aArmy, terminates Leyte campaign.

X Ccrps Only light enemy resistance is enccuntered by

324 Inf Div and by 1lst Cav Div trocps in drive to general
line Tab:gul—TancuhugJ—deanacau, rouphly 8,000 yards W
of highway 2. Arty fire dispsrses enemy carabao pack
train moving W from Bohaon. SE of Cananga, 2d Sq of 5th
Cav eliminates two enemy positicns of plat strength in
yicinity of Bagatoor. '

XXTV Corps Following preparatory fires by 155—mm. guns
of 531st Fi Bn from positions near San Jose, lst Bn of

. 305th Inf, reinf, 77th Div, effccts successful landing

near Bucya, about 14 miles N of Pslompon, One fast
armored celumn is pushed to N to clear rcad to Sabang
while remainder of forcc strikes S through town of Leck
to seize Palompon; town 1s clearcd of cnemy by 1206,
Capture of Palompon, last remeining port for reinforce-

- ment or evacuation of hostile troops, virtually assures

complete destruction of remaining enemy on Leytc. N of
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Palompon, 2d and 3d Bns of 305th Inf pushing along
highway W of Dipi encounter enemy strohgpoint, - .
consisting of spider -holes and pill boxes, which arty,
G, and SA fire fail to reduce,Bd Bn leading attack is
withdrawn about 500 yards to E to permit heavy arty
concentrations against enemy position. First Bn of

© 306th Inf holding high ground positions W of the Tagbong
R. crossing is relieved by troops of 96th Inf Regt _
(Guerrillas); movement to Tagbong R. crossing is initiated.
Seventh Div troops land at Puerto Bello on ¥ shore of
Ormoc Bay to clear Japanese from S tip of Leyte Peninsula
and to form flanking movement against hostile troops be- -
tween Palompon and the Ormoc-corridor.. Enemy resistance
in Anas area reported broken by 1lth 4/B Div; attacks »
against enemy strongpoints in hills NiJ of Anonang continued.
Co L of 2d Bn, 383d Inf of 96th Div, continues slow push
on trail leading W from "Whité Chalk Ridge."

Philippine Is,.
U.8. EIGHTH ARMY

Commandlng Gcnerul of Elghth Army,- Lt Gen. R. L.
Elchelbergor, assumes control of combat .operations
of Sixth Army units on Leyte and Samar
Islands at 000L. - To date, total of 55, 34 Jepanese”
are reported killed and 275 prisoners takenj; battle casualties
for-Sixth Army reported as 2,888 killed, 9, 858 wounded, and

161 missing. Extended period for mopplng—up operations is

required for final liquidation of enemy troops on islands, the

~bulk of which are in NW Leyte, W of highway 2 and N 01 Palompon,

and in mountaincus terrain 8 of Lake Danao.:

XL Corps Coordinated drive to eliminate ensmy resistance
. in San Isidro and-hravelo Bay areas is commenced by 34th
- _Regt of 24th Inf Div which completes move to Calubian.
Elements of 34th Inf land ut Ynalad on N tip of Leyte
- Peninsula and join with plat of 24th Cav Ren Tr to push
S through Hubay toTbglaw1gan while other units with
section of iiGs and 8l-mm. morturs ] i1

Fﬁ:\i
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carriers push overland toward Daha, establishing
» perlmeter about 3,000 yards from Oras Hill; additional
units with sections of MGs and gortars make amphibious
move to Glgatangan 'I. off MW tip of Leyte. To S, trcops
- of 324 Inf and lst Cav Divs from line Tabigul-Tanguhay—-
Bayanacao continue push agdinst scattered but moderately
strong resistance, On Samar I,, 8th Cav patruls are
~active in Catbalogan-Silanga area. :

XXIV Corps The 305th Inf ef 77th Div, with 3d Bn in lead
~and 2d Bn in rear, pushes its attack W toward Palcmpon,
- overcoming stiff chemy resistance and capturing Dipi;
~five  Japanese  70-mm. guns destroyed by arty fire.
On ¥ coast of Leyte, lst Bn of 305th Inf consolidates
positions arcund Palompon and Lock and cperates patrols
to N and E. Seventh Inf DlV maintains defense of coastal
- area from Baybay to Ormoc: 17th Inf takes over defense
of main supply route which runs from Abuyeg to Baybay
and thence N up coastal rcad to Ormoc; 324 Inf guards
Ormoc perimeter while 184th operates to E of Ormoc-—
Valencia highway. Japanese force, estimated 4,000 troops
(remnants of Japanese 26th Div under General Yamogata,
of Japanese 16th Div including HQ under General Mekino,
and. of the 13th Independent Inf Rezt (Provisional)
commanded by Ccl Saito) has reportedly assembled in
vicinity of Hill 4101, abcut 6 miles E of Ormoc. Enemy
units' (cstimated 2 ,000) dispersed by landings in Ipil
ared arg rcpcrtod to be assembling at Canale, about 5
miles E of Ormoc, under Col. Imaberi, Commanding General
of the 12th Independent Regt. The 184th Inf of 7th Div
is moving ageinst the M"Imbori unit" in Canale area;
patrol bases areg eotabllshed near Dolores, Song, und _
Cabullhan.

Reinf p““t of ¢9tn Inf RCT makes unopposed landing cn

Ilin I., off SW tip of Mindoro; OP 1s established about 3,000

yards NW of Ilin Pt. At 1615, PBAX sights Japanese TF, re-
ported as 1 BB, 1 Ch, 6 DDs, and 6 APs, approaching Mindorc
from the Scuth China Sea. _Prescncc of enemy TF off W coust
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of 1sland causes gencral alert to be sounded at 1800 and aLl
units pass to control of regt combat team commanders; con-

‘ditioh exists until 0700 cn 28 Dec. Enemy vessels are taken

under attack by PB4Y, 13 B-25s "and Army‘flghter planes;,
operating from new airstrips on Mindorc; claims are 2 DDs sunk,
3 APs set on fire, and hits regilstered on.BB and Ca. .Four
B-25s, L4 P-38s, 7 P-47s, 5 P-40s, and 1 PBM reported lost.
Between 2300 and 2400, Japanese naval units bombard shore
positions; several merchant ships off beachhead damagcd; no
casualtics caused. During night, Mindcro-=based PTs, under
orders not te attack enemy vessels unless landing attempt is
made, arc subjected to enemy fire for mere than one hour but
no damage results; "unidentified" aircraft alsc attack PTs,
causing slight damage and casualties.

Philippine Is.

U.S. EIGHTH ARMY

X Corps As serics of amphibious leaps by 24 Bn of 34th
Inf, 24th Div, arec mode down N couast of Leyte Peninsula
to block enemyls main escape rgutes, 1st Bn moves over-
lend on trail from Calubian, clearing Bagacay and
‘Pananauan and reaching high ground overlooking San
Isidro., Taglawigan is occupied by amphibious unit from
Gigatangan I.; trail block to S of village set up by
elements of 1lst Bn of 34th'Inf and 24th Ren Tr which
moved S. from-Ynalad, snother amphibicus unit lands
abcut 24 miles S of Taglawigan and seizes Deha while a
third foréc in LCMs. end LVTs mcves 6,000 yards 8 of
Daha tc make landing about 400 yards SW- of San Isidro
jetty; latter unit establishes contact with--clements
of 34th Inf on Oras Hill and outpcsts high ground to N
of San Isidro. Sporadic oppositicn from a discrganized
‘enemy is encountered by 32d Inf and lst Cav Div troops.
‘approaching Campope Bay and Silad Bay areas. . Clearing
out isolated pcckets of resistarce in rear areas is
conducted by elements of 112th Cavy 2d Sq of 5th Cav
eliminates small groups of enemy stragglers in Cananga
area.,
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XXIV Corps Second and 3d Bns of 305th Inf, 77th Div,
continue advance astride highway to Palompon, encountering
stubborn re81 tance from.enbmy ccncrete pill bexes in
gv1c1n1ty of‘Matagob. First Bn of 305th Inf conducts
aggressive patrolling N, E, and S of Palompon. Troocps

of 184th Inf, 7th Div, sre patrolling SE of Dolores

toward Canale.

ntvapproximately 6012 Jaﬁanbse TF stbumsvnurthward from
M1ndoru, withdrawing ene iy vessels are attacked by B-25s and

. fighters which claim hit con Ci and near misses on DDs. Second

and 3d Bns of 2lst Regt, 24th Inf Div, embark from Leéyte for
Mindoro. ' '

Philippine Is.

"U.S. EIGHTH ARMY

X Corps After repulsing light cnemy counterattack against
"beachhead cn San Isidro Bay, 34th Inf of 24th Div captures
San Isidro. Elements of 32¢ Div are operating in Canpokpok
-area, about 3,000 yards E of Campopo Bay. Ssventh Cav

cf lst Cav Div encounters determined enemy delaying action
in advance W of ‘Tanguay toward Villaba Bay; 5th and 12th
Cav troops push through broken enemy lines and reach
village of Tibur, between coastal towns of Villaba and
Abijac., On Samar, A Tr of 8th Cav cohtacts group of
approximately 80 Japanese in position about 5 kilometers
E of Bongan,. : : :

XXIV Corps "Provisional lountain Forece" (24 Bn of 305th
Inf, less G Co and elements of H Co) of 77th Div, is
withdrawn from force attacking W astride narrow mountain
.road leading to Palompon and transporited by truck to
Ormec; this force moves from Ormoc to Palompon by LVTs
~ with mission to attack E in rear of enemy force in

~ vicinity of Tipolo. Third Bn (plus G Co and elements of
H Co) of 305th Inf geins 2,000 yards alonz highway, en-
countering heavy @neby'fife.in Tipolo area,., First Bn of
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305th Inf (less Co B, reinf) maintains guard over port
of Palompon and sends patrols N to Sabang without en—
countering:the enemy; Co B, reinf, moves on.highway -

~ through Looky encountering enemy morter fire near de-
stroyed bridge in vicinity of Bitc which halts further
advance, Seventy-seventh Ren Tr cperating to E of
Valencia sends 2 plats with arty support to Het Springs
to evacuate- approx1matcly 3,000 natives, who are bsing
held prisoners by enemy; arty fire is laid down on )
ﬁrld"c positions ovrrluoklng Hot Sprlnbb.. Seventh Diwv
trodps with drty‘support continue. attacks: to eliminate
eneuny force ln vicini ty of Canale; 45 vnenw'deud counted.

- Threc cnemy pcsltlons on S slopes of Mt, Majunag, NE cf
Lubi, are reduced by 1lth a/B Div troops. -

Convoy with 21st Inf Regt (less 3d Bn) of 24th Biv en
route to Mindoro is under enemy alr attack throug ghout days;
two vessels carrying muniticns-and gascline are explodeds;

other ships are damaged and. Regt suffers casualtics. = San

Jose alrfield with parallbl tax;strlp and. 35 revetments is”

reported complcted.

__»vPhilippiné Is.

U.S. EIGHTH ARMY

X Corps Thirty—fdurth Inf of 24th Div sweeps S of San
Isidro to clear coastal arce arcund Arevalb’Bay, high
terrain near Tunga seized. With supportlng fire of 6lst
FA Bn which disperses cnemy force of regt strength at
Balltl,abuut cne mile S of Villaba, 7th Cav of 1st Cav
Div reaches W coast, lopping up of scatturej eneny
TeSlotuﬂCC in arca'bctwcﬂn Campopo and Silad Buyo 1s
: contlnucq by troops of 324 Inf and lst Cav DlVo.

XkIV Corps Third Bn of 305th Inf 77th Dlv, cantlnues
_attack W toward enemy road block at Tipolo, chnccuntering
heavy artv fire; counter-battery fire is delivered
‘agulnst enemy positions w1th good results., meanwhvlc,thp
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"Provisional Mountain Forcen(2d Bn of 305th Inf, less
G Co and elements of H Co) movesSout from Look passing
through Co B of 1st Bn, holding positions about 600
< yards E of San Miguel, and attacking E to clamp pincers
on enomy forece in v101n1ty of Tlpolo. Seventeenth Inf
of 7th Div conducts ren in force to locate enemy force
in vicinity of Hill 4101, E of Ormoc. after seven days
of fierce fl»htlnb in hills NW of anonang, llth A/B Div
- with support of 3 arty bns suceeeds in neutralizing enemy

'-stronbp01nts. Rellef of 1lth A/B Div by 96th Inf Div is
initiated.,

_U.S. p“trolsvflnﬂ ne Lv1dpnce cf onbmy lﬁndlné near
beachhcud on Minders or on Ilin I. . Reinf plat of 19th Iof
RCT lands at Bulalacac off SW tip of lilndoro to install radar

installations; nc oppusition met. -

Philippine Is.

U.S. EIbHTH ARMY

X Corgs Basud and Lrevalo on coast of aArevalo Bay,are
secured by 34th Inf of. 24th Div. To S of Tabango Bay
elements of 324 Inf and 1st Cav Divs mop up scattered
enemy troops near coast; contact of 127th Inf and 7th
Cav made in vicinity of Villaba. Return of lst.Cav
units: to staging areca in puyte Vallﬁy is lﬂltlutbu-

XX TV Covps ACtlon‘Of 305th Inf, 77th Dlv, on W ccast of
Leyte and on Palompon road is intensified. Co C of 1lst
Bn mikes amphibicus landing at abijao, about 63 miles

N of Palompon, driving enemy from town, ‘which is then
burned .to prevent its rfoccupatlon, and Ckﬂtlﬂulnﬂ N
along coast to Jordan; radio contact with elonbnts of-
1st Cav Div operating in vicinity of Villaba is established.
“M"Provisional Mountain Force! driving E on road from
Palompon progress about 4 miles where heavy:and accurate
KNG fire from well-concealed encmy positions halts ad-
vahce, lMeanwhile, 3d Bn, reinf, with support of arty
and mortaraﬁﬁbrc aks through cnemy uefbﬂSbu at T7pclu and
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zains 1,000 yards SW of village. Troops of 306th and
307th Regts initiate preliminary rcn preparatory to
relief of X Corps troops mopping up in NW Leyte.
Seventeenth Inf of 7th Div eliminates several cnemy
groups in Kancosia-lagocdoc-iiahilaom area, NE of Ipil.
Thirty=sccond Inf trovps attack cnemy force in wvicinity
of Biliboy in focthills about 3 miles NE of Ormoc, killing
40 and forcing remainder to retreat to NE; 184th Inf
opbratlné NE of' Valencia cllmln'&m ¢stimated 80 enemy
in entrenched positions. Seventh Inf emphibious unit
establishes patrol base at Jierida, S of Puertc Bello;
patrols probe Libas, Lalunasang, Lundag, and Calinangan
Pt. without contacting the enemy.

Twenty-first Inf Regt (less 3d Bn) of 24th Div lands in
San Jose arca on Mindoro I. and assumes rosponsibility for
part of 503d Parachute Inf sector. Forty-seventh Bomber Gp
(A—ZOS) reportcd operating from Mindero airfields.

Philippine Is.

U.S. BIGHTH ARMY

X Curps In sweep S of arevalo Bay, 34th Inf troops
clear Maigang and occupy Tabango on ccast of Tabange
Bay. Hopplng-up operations in ccastal arca between -
Campcpo and Silad Beys are coentinued by elements of 32d
Inf and lst Cav Divs; four "benzail attacks against 7th
Cav perimeter at Villaba repulsed.

XXIV Corps Second and 3d Bns of 305th Inf, 77th Div,

" join forces about two miles NE of San Mipguel, ending
organized hostile resistance cn Libungac—Palompon roade.
hLgainst stubborn resistances, elements of 32d Inf cf 7th

Div with tank suppert drive NE up Ormoc-Canale trail
tc within 400 yards of Dunghol; 17th Inf troops are
pushing toward lishilcam, about 6 miles NE of Ipil;
184th Inf moves to Doleores and prepares te atbteck NE
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in conaunctlon w1ta 324 Inf. On SW .coast of Leyte
Peninsula, ele sments of Tth Div. ust&blluh defensive po=
sition at Quiot and push natrols to Dulgugan and Sacay
Points. Eleventh A/B Div trocps continue to destroy
rmtuully supporting ensmy yll DCXES on S slopes cf M
: Maguna muny encmy cllmln@tcd 1n h ni—to—hanu flbhtlnv.

Rcinf rifle compan of 19Lb Inf RCT makes unoppgsed
lanlnn at Bongabong on E ccast of Yindere I Preparations
for transfer of westpfn Visayan TF from contrcl of Sixth =

- Army to Eighth Army are in progress. To date, enemy casualties

on Mindpro reported as 79 killed and 19 captured; Japansse air
attacks: on 1 Mindoro pUSltlunS, TFD, and conveys cstimated to
total 373 planbs, cf wnlcn Jgprux1natvly lL; are rcogrtb“'
destroyed .« \ :






