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FOREWORD 

• 
This monograph,. written bY' Maj. Harris G. Warren.. is unique 

among the canbat studies produced by" the Air Hbtorical Office• 
Rather than the usual acoount of strategic bombardment or tacti­
cal combat, this history recounts the part played by American 
airmen in support of the Partisan resistance movements in occupied 
European countries. 

The stud3" describes special operations of the AA1 in both 
the European and llediterrarAean theaters.. giving the background of 
the resistance movements; the establishment of Allied agencies 
and air units to aid the Underground; the planning and execution 
of the missions; supply operations to western Europe, the Balkans, 
Italy, and Poland; infiltration and evacuation of personnel; and 
propaganda-leaflet missions from. the United Kingdom and Italy. 
~entY'-three appendixes contain detailed analyses, while a number 
ot lIIaPS and charts illustrate the problems encountered in these 
special operations. 

Like other Air Historical Office studies, this monograph is 
subject to revision as more information becomes available. 

iii 
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Ohapter I 

lJ,lhe clandestine struggle of: patriots in occupied countries of Europe 

against their l;az1 and Fascist oonquerors was one of the heroic achieve­

ments in \~'orld ',lar II. Overwhelmed b~ the enemy I s military power. oppressed 

oy ecollom:l.C and 1'011tical tyranDY, and all out crushed oil the most brutal 

treatment ever inflicted upon defeated nations. 'stl1J' the victims of Axis 

aggressionjfound the courage and the means to strike back. Resistance 
\ 

movements, encouraged by the Allies. came into being almost as soon as 

organized military resistance ceased. 

At first the small and disorganized underground forces were compelled 

to confine their opposition to individual acts of sabotage. terrorism. and 
, ~ 

'i .
espionage. They were h.aqpered by lack of arms and explosives wi til wn1ch 

to attack th~enemy until Great Britain and the United States undertook 

to sUppLy the deficiency. They were. likewise, weakened by dissension 
~' . 

'.-.'1 thin tilei: _owrr ranks. National governments in exile'f, set up in London 

and/Pairo, attempted with varying degrees 01 succees to direct anc1 to give 

cohesion to tnese underground movements, and to unity their efforts. In­

terr~l political rivalries were significant in long-range policies adopted 

by the three great powers, for. although their principal objective was to 

win the war. it was clear that they possessed the power to deterIlline in 

large m.easure which of the conflicting groUIlS would emerge dominant at 

the end of nost111ties. In all of the occupied oountries except Greeoe 

these internal rivalries had Deen practically settled before the enemy 

1 
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surrendered. The Allies, througn their ability to grant or to wlthnold 

supplies~ exercised a stron~ influence upon the success or failure of 

any patriot movement. 

Decisions to grant material aid to the llatriots and the extent ot 

'that aid were important to the Un! ted Sta.tes Army Air Forces. American 

and :British planes and crews were called upon to del1ver thousands of 

tons of supplies to the patriots. to infiltrate espionage agents and other 

personnel. to undertake hB.2ardous landing mi saions far behind enemy lines. 

and to dropoillions of leaflets over Europe. These specia.l operations. 

ca.rried out both by armed and unarmed !11anes. were in a.dd! tion to the 

tremendous comba.t all' effort; nor did they interfere with the normal 

combat role of the AAF. SupP17 missions to patriots were rarely ~ec-

tacular; they cannot be compared in dramatic interest with air attaeks 

upon Schweini'urt, Berlin, or Ploeeti; and because of their highly secret 

nature. the press gave them 11ttle space. But special operations, in which---,
the AAF pl~ed such a ~rom1nent part, contr1outed greatlY to final victory. 

Resistgpce Moyementa ~ Oceupie4 Europe 

Axis forces overran the Balkans and western Europe Oetween 1939 and 

1941. Mussolini's ~ascists conquered Albania in April 1939, five months 

before ~~orld War II got under way in full force. Poland fell. in the 

1011owing September, and then came the deceptive Sitzkrieg durinb wnicb. 

Germany prepared to e:x;pand her conquests. Ilenmark and Norway succumbed 

in April ll::140. and ill the next month the rretherlands and :Belgium were 

conquered. France capit'Ulated on 21 June 1940, to give the Axis control 
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over all of western Europe except for the neutral countries of Sweden, 

Switzerland, Por'tUt"val. ana Spain. :By lfovember 1940 t the llaJ.ka.n states of 

Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria. were allied with tue Axis. Yugoslavia 
1 

and GreeCE! both fell easy victims to German troops in April 1941. 

Patriotism was not dea.d wi thin these occupied countti ea. There were 

the quislings and t.lle La.vale, the collaoorationists and outright traitors. 

who succumbed into a. cringing subse:rv1enc~T before the Nazis; but there 

ware, also, thousands upon thousands of people "who wore at t.lleir hearts 

2the fire's centre. 11 These were the people "".110 refused to be conquered 

and Whose efforts, at 11rst so p1tlfully small. grew to ominous pro~or-

tiona with t.l1e aid of supplies dropped by Allied aircraft or hurriedly 

unloaded from planes that came down on crude lending fields. Oppressive 

measures adopted b~' the Germans served only to increase resentment and
 

3

generate resistance in the occupied countries. 

Underground movements began in Franoe even before the oountr~~ 

capituJ.ated. Former army officers Joined with civilians in attempts to 

de~eat the aims of German occupation. They constructed strong-points in 

the mountains. published secret newspapers, sent agents throUE;hout the 

country to train and or~ize for sabotage and assa.ssination, oecame 

ex;perts in damaging militarY' equipment. and delivered information to the 

Allies. As the movement grew stronger. small communities of l-laquis appea.red 

in Sa.vo~;, tue Cevennes, the :Pyrenees, and the I-lassif Central swea.ring 

allegiance to the Cross of Lorraine.4 ~he Allies counted upon these 

patriots to aid in operations when OVmOEU, the .Allied invasion of 

France. sboul.d be launc.b.ad, and anticipated that the French Forces of 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

4 

'f' 
the Interior would number at least 160.000 on D-day. Aided by "Jedburghf/ 

teams of specially trained organizers. the Maqui s by the fall of 1943 vere 

carrying out a tta.cks \qlon eommun1ca.tiona, enemy llea.dquartere, and small 

groups of German forces. The extent to which they could participa.te in. 

open hostilities would depend upon the extent to wn1ch the Allies could 

get supplies to them befora and after the invaston. 5 

Sava.ge tnough they were, 'UILderground activi tiea in Poland attained 

neither the proportions nor the achievements credited to the 14s.quis; nor 

did the Allies deliver very la.rge quantities of supplies to the country. 

Somewhat the same conclusions a.re a;pplica,ble to Belg!.urn. the Netnerlands. 

and Denmark. In these densely populated countries. the resistance move­

ment had to depend la.rgel~ upon individual acts of terrorism and sabotage. 

~e scope of such activities was curtailed oy lack of supplies. a.lthough 

in Denmark there were so manJr of these acts that the Nazi s were compelled 

to maintain more occupation troops per cap!ta than in. any other European 

6
country. Norv;eg!an resistance groups. led. by such nen as Christian 

7Ha.uge and "Grenade 11 Laxsen, carried on with com:paratively 11 t t Ie aid 

from the Allies. althoug4 the quantity of suv,plies delivered increased 

toward the end of' the war. By January 1940, it was estimated. that 30,000 

l~orwet;ian patriots were in the movement and. that ZO ,000 more would aid 

in llcounter-scorchn act!vi ties--protect1on of vi tal installat1 ons tram. 

8German destruct1on--wnen the Allies should enter the country. 

In Yugoslavia.. as in Greece and Albania. there were rival organiza­

tions whiCh engaged in civil war. much to German.:r l s advantage. The first 

of these groups to come into prominence was led by Gen. Draja Mihailovich 
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(or lI1hajlovic). Hinister or War in the ;Royal Yugoslav Government. which 

supported him upon its re-formation in Cairo. 9 !he Cetniks, as 

llihailovich I s followers were ca.lled. were strong in Serbia and operated 

sporadically against the Germans; bu.t the Partisans cha.rged that the 

Cetniks offered no serious opposition to	 the enemy for any 1enbth of
 

10

tim.e and actually collabora.ted with them. 

~he Partieans. led by a Russian-trained Communist named Josip Broz, 

were successful rivals of the Cetniks. ll For a time in 1941 there was 

au atteopt at cooperation, but toe two rivals were irreconcilaDle. 

Oetnik leadership was conservative and royalist, Partisan leadership was 

Communist and. antiroya.l1st. Josip Broz. known as Marshal THo, began. 

open resistance to the tfermans in Serbia	 in June 1941. IUs troops cap­
- / 

tured. Uzice. a city of some 7,OUO inhabitants 73 miles soutnwest of 

Belgra.de, held it f'or several weeks, ane. tnen were driven out bl a 

combination of German and Cetnik attacks. Upon their retreat into 

eastern Bosnia, tne Part1sans acquired nU1l1erous adherents from the 

Oetniks. Thereafter there was open civil war between Cetniks and Parti ­

12 
sans. When :proof ot: Oetnik collaboration reached t.b.e Allies, full 

lIItt;>port went to the Partisans. With the aid 0'£ Allied supplies, most 

of 'Which were delivered by the Mediterranean Allied Air Forcea lMAAi). 

Tito soon built up a formidable '£orce. :By February 1944. his National 
tit A-:' '" .' • 

"'-A.Il:IjtrlJ"f:, Liberat1on/ haTIo army corps wi th a strength estimated a.t more 

than 230,000 men.13 Terrai~ and the nature of the German occupation 

aided the forMtion and. activit1 as of thi s loosely organi zed array. When 

the Germans had launched their a.ttacks. the Yugoslav Arm,. had split up 

~ct-W.tla:.--NaM:enal-I.~t.icn-~~w.. 
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into small gro1I;lS in the mountainous country. and these groups reta.ined 

their light arms. A'S in Albania ana Greece, the people were not totally 

14
disarmed. Titolg Partisans. the best organized and most effective 

resiqtance movement in the Balkans, were to receive most of the supplies 

delivered by the Allies to that area. 

Underground resistance in AlbanIa was on a much smaller scale than 

in Yugoslavia.. There were two 1Uajor politico-:llilitary parties. The 

CollllllU.llist Provisional Peoples Government ~LliC). led by Col. Gen. lilver 

Hoxha., was anti-Axis and opposed to the monarohy. This group, concen­

trated in southern Albania, included some 20,000 adherents by June 1944. 

The Zoggists t led by Haj. Abaa K'lIpi t were loyal to the king. Th.ey were 

lJoorly armed and. loosely organized, and numoered about 5,000 in 1944. 

Althougn politically it was desirable for the Allies to support King Zag. 

his followers had little milttary s1gni:ficanoe in the wa.r against Germany 

and. if su:pl)l1ed with arms. they were likely to Cegin a civil war. When 

all atternpts to reconcile the two parties failed. Z,1ajor Xupi fled and 

left the field to the LKO. This group was able to keep from three to 

four Ger:aa.n divisions piDned down in Albania.. l5 

Conflictine political ideologies like~dse hampered the Grea~ 

resi'ltance movement and nearly destroyed it. Greeks were so engaged in 

fighting among themselves that they had little time or effort to e.,"'C.pend 

16
against the comIaon enemy. IIAa soon as a r:>llerri11a -oand was ra.ised and 

gained strength they measured their i~ortance by the pros~ect of 

political Dower rather than military achievement ••• ~l7 As in Yugpslavia 

and Albania. Communists were the strongest party. Iheir Greek Peqples 

~-~~~--~~~--~~-~~-~--~------~ 
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Army	 of Liberation lELAS/~4) held about 25,000 guerrillas t or some two-

thirds of a.ll the patriot troops. Their principal opponent wa.s the Greek 

Democratic =::rational League {EDES) t a pro-Bri t1sh organization of' a.bout 

5 tOOO followers. General Headquarters Middle :East lGHQ lol,E) oonstantly 

endeavored to bring these ~arties into agreement but never did aChieve 

18real	 unity. 

Resistance movements in the other Balkan countries were insignifi- I 

cant. In Bulgaria. the Otechestuen Front (OF) ca.rried out brigand-type 

attacks against key officiaJ.s; but there were no GerJil&n troops to 

attack.19 ~he results of a.ttempts to initiate opposition in Hungary 

were d1scourag1ng~ and in Rumani.a King Nichael held. matters well under 

control for the Nazis. In all of these countries the Allies were com­

pelled to depend upon strategic bombing to undermine morale and to destroY' 

ind.ustries. 

The resistance'movement in Italy became organized rather late, a1­

thougn there had been anti-Fascist elements in the northern oities for 

some	 time and tb.ey formed the nucleus of a. partisan movement. ~ese 

• 
elements organized in October 1943 a Oommittee of llational Liberation
 

21
 
whiah included representatives of various small grO~B. Partisan armed 

bands were small and isolated t 'Morly equipped and unable to engage in 

large-scale operations. A.n. accurate estimate of their nunloer is im­

~ossible, but by January 1944 Allied Force Headquarters (AFH~) reported 

some	 25,000 to 40 ,000 in the Piedmont. '1'here was alao a. small group in 

Lombard..;rt and both they and other elements coopere..t~a with the Yugoslav 

~~_~_~~~~ ~ "~"~_~~_~~~J 
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Pa.rtisans in northeastern Ital~~.22 Six months later only 15,000 armed 

Partisans were r9!'orted 1n northern Italy, two-thirds of whom. were in 

the Piedmont. The rapid advance of the Fifth and Eighth Armies, together 

with increased supply drops. resulted in a considerable growth of 

Partisan strength. :By September there were some 85,000 in the mountains, 

four-fifths of WhOlll were armed in some f'ashion, and a.bout 60.000 more in 

th.e towns, two-fifths of whom wera srmed. 23 Activities of the:;S9 groups 

became increasingly important to the Allies a.s tne war entered its la.st 

montha. 

Functions an.d.. ~ Q.t'. Res! stance G;r0w;Js 

Resistance movements held great possibilities for aiding the war 

effort. Their activities necessarily were determined by conditions pre­

vailing in any given region. As clandestine saboteurs in densely populated 

areas or as armed guerrillas in open country, they constituted So source 

of grave danger to the Axis. Continuity of' patriot activity depended 

upon the enemylg determination to destroy resistance groups, "which in 

turn depends u;pon the amount of' supplies dropped to the llatriots. which 

in turn depends tqlon the military a.dvantage gained by making; the enemy 

24eJn.Ploy his forces against the pa.triots • • • ~ 

Prior to an .Allied invasion, patriots had two principal functions: 

to require the enemy to maintain large nunbers of troops as an oc:cupa­

tion force, thus preventing their employment on the main fronts. and to 

sabotage the enemy war effort. ~Ae first of these functions was aehieved 

by open warfare and by attacks on enemy lines of communication. whic.b. 

......_-~--~------~-' ~ < 
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necessitated the maintenance of strong guards. The second funotion was 

disCharged by acts of terrori5m which inc~uded assassination. demolition, 

worl: stoppage, damage to materiel, the ~read of resistance sentiment, 

and maintenance of morale among subjugated peoples. At the time of in­

vasion, as in France, patriots could and did. render valuable a.id by 00.­

gaging troops behind the lines and interfering with their movements. 

Among the less pUblicized functions may Oe mentioned the assistance in 

evasion and escape of Allied a.ircrews brought down over enemy territory 

a.:n.d the delivery ot mill tary information. to the Allies. 

Aside from special .Allied a.gents and missions to organi ze and ooor01­

nate patriot activities. partisans needed slIl'Plies. The list is long: 

arms, rangln6 from pistols and Sten guns to light artillery; munitions, 

eX!llosivBs, demolition equipment, incendiaries, and sabotage devices; 

medical supplies, including bandages. ligatures, drugs. and instruments; 

signals equipment t -priacipall;r small radio sets; food and clothing t es­

peciallY in the Balkans. the Pyrenees. and Savoy: money, and. even mules. 25 

Small quantities of these itel:lS were delivered by su:rface craft to the 

Dalmatian. Frcncn, end 170rwegian coasts; but, sinoe GarL.lans generally 

held the coast lines t the main higb.wa;rs, and cities, deliverY' had to be 

made for the most :part by air. 

Allied Pplicy .Qf. SU;pDort .f.Ql: ll.esistanca Kgyements 

Pol!tical and. milt tary leaders among the Allies were fully aware of 

the ;posdoilities inherent in the resistance movements and of the need 

to provide patriots with means to operate against the enem"v. :llirly in 

<: 
~ .' 
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the war. planes of the FAF carried out limited °nisslons from the United 

K.ingdom to western Continental Europe and from tne !addle East to the 

BalLans. Z6 Althougn these efforts increased through 1942 and 1943. the 

volume of supplies thc1.t reached the res! stance groups did not meet 

requirement s. 

:Plans were made in the fall of 19~ to increase the quantity of' 

supplies delivered to the patriots in western Europe. ~he ObJeot was to 

ouild up stocks of equipment ne~essary for organized resistance and 

gu.errilla. warfare and to trans"port the Ilersonnel of Jedburgh teams--two 

officers and an enlisted radio operator--into enemy territory. A direc­

tive of the American Joint Ohiefs of Staff' charged the Office of Strategic 

Services lOSS) with the conduct of sabotage and guerrilla warfare. The 

Commanding General of the :euro:pean Theater of Operations. United States 

Army leG mOUM) approved the plan on 26 August 1943. and three days later 

directed OSS to work out details with G-Z and G-3. ETOUSA. Z7 

These plans apparently were designed primarily to supply resistance 

groups in :France. Holland. 3elgium. and 17orway. The Polisu. liaison 

officer wi t.a. the Combined Chiefs of Sta.ff (COS) I Col. L. Z. Hi tk1ewic2: I 

raised tne question of assigning additional aircraft to supply operations 

in order to B,U@llent the British effort to ?oland. Speclf1cally, he 

wanted 20 E-24 1s t flo~m by PoliSh crews. to fly some 200 sorties in the 

~eriod September 1943 to April 1944. 28 upon receipt of a query from tne GCS, 

Lt.G~n. Ira· C.Eaker replied tllat it was impossible to prOVide the pla.nes 

\·litnout interfering with strategic bombing by the Eiglltll'Air Force; 

........_~ _.
~-~~"~"' _._.~_.~.~-~-
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however, he proposed to provide. for supply operations, one and eventually 

two Btluadrons of J3-24 l s and :B-17 1 s which were not operational for full 

combat and which woUld be manned by crewe who had completed their combat 

tours. The in!t1al sCJ.uadron would be trained wi th :Er1t1 sh un!ts already 

engaged in dropping supplies and personnel. and add!tionaJ. crews should 
29 

oe trained for use in similar work else\lhere. The COS a.pproved this 

recommendation with the proviso that such operations were to be coordinated 

closely with the P.AF :Bomber Oommand. 30 Lt. Gen. JacoO L. Devers (CG 

ETOUSA) approved the project on 19 Octooer 1943 and directed General Eaker 

31 
to illl,Plement the plan. By February 1944, an American squadron was de­

l1vering supplies to western Europe; 'out little effort was directed to 

Poland. Further efforts by the Polish liaison officer to gain a. definite 

commi tment from the ces failed, and the Poles were told that apportionment 

of sorties to various countries was a matter for off'iclals in the United 

Kingdon to decide. 32 ~hus* altho~ the Poles were not fully satisfied. 

the Ohiefs of Staff and American commanding generaJ.s in. moUSA were 

committed to increased aid. for the resistance movements of western Europe 

and Poland. 

The decision to increase the flow of supplies to Balkan patriots 

was likewise made in the fall of 1943. Early in October a. meeting of the 

Joint COllUIl<lnders-in-Obief Coromi ttee. }.[1ddle Jihst Forces discussed the 

Illatter; and at a seoond meeting. on 18 October 1943. the committee agreed 

to establish in southam Italy an operating base for squadrons engaged in 

supplj' missions to the :Balkans. Oontrol over these operations would be 

under the :British. with American agencies cooperating.33 At about the 

--~~~~-~~~~~~~~ 
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same time the COS became impressed with the need for giv1ng all possible 

aid to Balkan. guerrillas. which were estimated. to number come 230 ,000 in 

Yugoslavia. Aloania, SJ1d Greece, and wno were containing some 1'1 German 

and eight :Bulgarian divisions. Increased aid to these guerrillas would, 

it was hoped. divert more German forces from the Soviet and Italian :fronts. 

The OOS recommended. that General ;"''1sent:lower oonsult with the proper 

persons to develop aeaborne transport to the Dalmatian coast. to transport 

equipment to patriot-held landing srounds in order to conserve the supply 

of parachutes, and. to arrange witil the London Hunitions Assignment Board 

for the release of more Italian equipment for eventual d.elivery to the 

guerrillas. 34 General .Eisenhower was able to reply that steps had been 

taken to augment aid to the patriots, that port facilities in. the heel of 

Italy were provided for surface operations, tJ:lat all. airfield in the heel 

was being allottea for the work, and tha.t a request for assignment of cap­

tured Italian equipment .bad been made. 35 Various headquarters. there­

fore, were in agreement on the need to supply patriot groups in the 

.:3alkans and westem Europe with larger quantities of supplies. 

Aside from long-range 1'011tical considerations. the c1'111 war between 

Cetniks and Partisans in Iugoslavia had a direct bea.ring upon supply opera­

tiona. Yugoslavians could best promote the war b~ fie;n.ting the Germans, and 

for this immediate Pux:P0se it mattered little who received su;ppl1es so 

long a.s tney were used. against the enemy. GRQ. ME had sent special parties 

to Mihailovich in 1941 lito arrange for the in:f'iltration of supplies"; but 

Hi.t:.ailovich waSt to put it Dlild!;r, 'l. disappointment. and arrangements were 

then lllade to support Tito~36 After 1 January 1944. ~fioo.ilovich received 
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no more Allied. s.,,;g;>plies. and in February 1944, the British Foreign. Oines 

notified the Yugoslav Government-in-E:d.le a.t Oairo that the :Britbh mission 

was to be withdrawn from ldha.iloviCh. 37 !:ehis mission, which amounted to 

some 12:> persons. was evacuated from Pranjani on 28 and 29 ].fa.y 1944. 38 

Prime ~an1ster OhurChill announced in the House of Oomaons on 24 ~~Y. 

"lle ho.ve proolaimed ourselves supporters of' Marshal ~1to because of hia 

heroic and mass1 va struggle against the German a.rmies. lie are sending 

and plannine to sand the largest possible supplies of weapons to him and 

39to make the closest contact with him. 11 

-~ --<._-~~~~_._~-~~ 
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Ohapter II 

ESTAJ3LI~:E OF ,ALLIW AGENOIES Alm AIR UNITS 
FOR SP,EDI.AL OP.EmA.TIONS 

Activities undertaken by the Allies to aid resistanoe groups and. 

for espionage in enemy-oocupied areas required. an extensive organization. 

There were intelligence agencies, both :British and. .American. \oihich carried 

on secret work. These agencies were represented b~ personnel in enem~ 

terri tory who cooperated with the underground groups. Allied air forces 

provided the 'Planes and craws to transport agents, to deliver supplies. 

to drop propaganda leaflets. and to evacuate personnel. The closest 

liaison existed between the secret agencies and the a.ir forces, and the 

succ:ess of the entire program of specia1 operations depended upon full 

cooperation. Special agencies determined. policies. laid the plans, made 

complete arrangements for their execution, and then depended upon the air 

:Corcea to bring thew to fruition. 

In its broadest interpreta.tion. the term uspecial oIJerations 11 covers 

all military activities within or behind the enemy linea~ These activi­

ties may be carried out by .Allied troops trained for subversive work or 

for cOlnlfi:l.ndo-t;ype raids against ll:rni ted objectives; or they may be on a 

broader scale by resistanoe groups which progress from small un1ts or 

cells ot saboteurs into loosely organized guerrilla bands. ~hese. in 

turn t may develop into armies. such as the French Forces of the Interior 

1
and the Yugoslav liati~nal Army of L1b era.tion• 

.....
 
".~-- ---~, ......~- ~ 
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French sabQteurs a.rrived in England. soon a.fter the BriUsh evacua.­

tioD. at Dunkerque (29 ~!ay-2 June 1940) in search of aid for the Under­

ground. The 3rltiSh recognized Bthe mllitaryadvantages to be gained by 

syatema.tic sa.botage ll and organized the Special Opera.tions Executive {SOE)
1 

under the ~·finister of Economio Warfare. XnOlm. in the War Offioe as l-to 1 

(Sp), SOE was charged.. with carrying on special opera.tions through. sa.botage, 

ra.iding parties, subversive a.ctivities, and encouragement of patriot 

resistance.....
? 

The Office of Strategio Serviees (OSS), the .A.merica.n counter­

part of SOE. wa.s esta.blished by an Executive Order OIl 13 June 1942 as an 

:3 a.gency of the Joint Chiefs of Staff VOS). Speoial opera.tions were among 

-" its many functions. Al tho'Ug..'l. a i'ull descri;.".ltion of the organiza.tion of \ 

these agencies is not germane to the present study, a. general account of 

hoW' they functioned is necessary background for an understanding of the 

role of air power in their operations. For this Pu.r.P0se the Mediterranean 

Theater of Operations. ~ere the AA:F played such an important role in 

supply deliveries. has been selected.. 

s,peci§J, QRG~UQna ~ngieg in .1iAA 1'1edihrra,peM Theater 

When the 1lorth African invasion occurred in l~ovember 1942. special 

operations were in a. nebulous state. SOE was represented there by the 

Inter-Service Signals Unit-6 (ISSU-6), and ass had an agency called 

Experimental Deta.chment 0-3 (Prov) which soon became the 2677th Head­

quarters Oompany E:tperimental (Prov). These SOE and OSS agencies fell 

loosely under the G-3 division of AF.H~. their operations being coordinated 

by an OSS officer. Col. Kenneth D. nann. The organization was Illore 

~--,_._-_.~-~~.~ _ •• -> 
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extensive in the Hiddle mst. where Force 133 was the SOE ageMy charged 

with specia.l operations in the :Bal.lmn.s. 4 

After the :reheran Conference, which closed on 2 December 1943, there 

was an extensive reorganiza.tion in the Anglo-American com.mand. GRQ, ME 

came under AFH~. now comma.nded by Gen. Sir He1U'Y Maitland Wilson as 

successor to Genera.l Eisenhower. ~his brought Force 133 under AFRQ., and 

the o'Vsr-a11 directive of 5 December 1943 made that headquarters respon­

5
sible for special operations throughout the Maditerranaan area. :By this 

time Force 133 was establishing an advance headquarters (Advance Force 133) 

at :Bart to control the :flow 01 supplies and the infiltra.tion of personnel 

to the Balkans. Other agencies, suoh as the Inter-Service Liaison. De­

tachment {ISLD), the ass, and the Driti sh Psychological Wa.rfa.re Execut1ve 

(PWE), were also setting up in ItaJ.y. Advance Force 133 coordinated wi th 

naval and air commands concerning all operations. to the :Balkans: ISSfJ_6/ 

oss SO directed operations to southern France; and support of Italian 

resistance groups fell to No. 1 Special Force and the 2677th Headquarters 

Cc;m:Pany (OSS) under Allied Oentral IJ!edi terra.nean Force tACHF). For pur­

poses of allotting transport facilities to drop leaflets over the :Balkans, 

PWE coordinated with Advance Force 133. 6 (See App. I.i~ 

The scale of opera.tions to the Balkans. and especially to Yugosla.via 

and Albania., increased so rapidly in the first months of 1944 that a 

G-3 Special Operations Section was set up in AFHq in February;7 but a. 

still closer integration was necessary. Advance Force 133. operating 

under Force 133 at Cairo, needed a. more direct channel to AJi'Rl{. General 

Wilson, therefore, established a new headquarters called Special Operations, 

~ 

. . -~_.~~-~~ ... ,- ~_.~-~~~,~~-
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Uedi terranean Theater of Operations (SOl-~O) under the cCmmaIl.d of ~.Jaj. Gen. 

\1. A. Stawell. Advance Force 133 became Force 266, wa.s divorced from 

Force 133 at Oairo, and wa.s given direction of special operations to 

Yugoslavia. Albania, and tne Dalmatian islands.a "(See App. 2.)' 

The la.st reorganiza.tion of major consequenoe occurred. when the 

l:laJ.kan Air Force (BAF) was organized on 4 June 1944. Force 256 was 

abolished and all special raiding foroes, other than OSsjSOF, men, were 

un1ted under Land :Forces Adriatic. ~OE un1 ts fomed Force 399 and came 

under the Ba.lkan Air Force. Delivery of supplies to Yugoslavia. and Albania. 

remained the principal task of' Force 39~ I and, since most of the a.ircra.ft 
. 

engaged in this work were also controlled b~ :BAF, coordination of effort 

was relatively ea.sy. Force 39~, an entirely :British UIlit, had attached 

to it liaison personnel from Oompany :at Z677th Regiment (Proy) and 

Fifteenth Air Force representatives WhO \oI'e1'9 aiding in the rescue of 
T9 ' 

Allied aircrews. (See App. 3. j -) 

~1i~ }lissi9QQ ~~ Iy&pslay Partisans 

Agents of the Allies operated in all of occupied J!.u.rope. These 

abents in western Europe generally 'Were members of special teams; but in 

Yugoslavia, and to a lesser extent in Greece. there were forma.l A.llied 

mi saians. The most important of these missions was headed bY' Brig. F. R. 

Maclean, WhO led his party to !!'ito's headquarters in September 1943. At 

the same time another :6riUsh brigadier went to Mihailovich in a vain 

10attempt to gain Cetnik cooperation against the Nazh. 

The l{a.clean Hiss ion I s principal functions were to coordinate Partisan 

redstanoe activity and. to arrange for the large-scale delivery ot 
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11supplies by air. American liaison officers were ...,ri th Haclean and wi til 

subdivisions of Tito's army, but the mission remained strictly BritiSh 

and Uaclean was Generel \;ilso~l's only official link: \lith ~ito.12 After 

the :SA!' was orga.nized, lIaclean dealt directly with its commander in recom­

mending various t=rPes of' a.id. to the Yue;oslav lfational .A:rmy of Li beration 

by means of the SOE signals system; in political matters. Maclean dealt 

wi tl1 the :l3ari representative of the British Resident l·iinister at AFli~.13 

Uaclean's headquarters. which remained with Harshal Tito, maintained con­

tact with. Tito I S cO!1>S and divisions through. :British liaison officers C3LO IS). 

These officers ~assed on Partisan requests for supplies , organized reception 

parties for air drops and landings. reported requests for offensive air 

assistance, obta.ined intelligence information, and reported on the 

proGress and success of offensive and supply operationa. 14 A. small 

Russian mission went in to join Tito on 23 Ji'ebruary 1944.15 but its 

operations appear to have been primarily political. 

:h.epresentatives 0.1. various A.l.lied agencies also carried on highly 

s:!?ecialized tasks in the .dalkans. .Among them were the .British Inter­

);)ervice Liaison Detachment (ISLD). an intellie,ence agenc~'; IIAII Force, a. 

branch of HI 9 in the UDi ted Kingdom, which aided in escape and evacua­

tion of Allied. yrisoners of war and aircrews; and Oompany Bt 2S'17th 

Regiment (Prov) t formerly Special :Balkan Services of aSci, which was con­

cerned. primarily ,'11th intellieence. I6 In order to provide meteorological 

data, the 19th vleathar Sq,uadron h8.d seven weather detachments in the 

17 
Balkans in Hay 1944. Allterican, Er1 tish, and Yugoslav personnel were 

used in organizing landinG ground !,la-rties under the direction of :BATS 

(Balkan. Air Terrl1inal Service).18 

~_ -........-..~~ _"">-~
_ ........... ...... ............ .......,...,......... "­
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More nations were represented in military activities in the 

Hediterranean. th.eater than in any other comba.t area. !l'his heterogenei ty 

. existed in special opera.tions 1n w.ll1ch one finds British. Amerioan. 

Polish, South African, I talian , and Russian un!ts nying mi ssions to supply 

resistance groups. An account of these units centers on the development 

of the 334 Wing \.HAF) which eventually exeroised operational control OTer 

nearly all special. duty aircraft in the theater. 

E1[QlWi1wl.oi. ~~ 1@l. ~ (BAF2. A trickle of airoorne 

supplies began to reach the Balkans in May 1942, when 108 Squadron (RA.F) 

in the llidd.1e East made a night of four Liberators availaole for special 

operations. The demaud for supplies in this early period far exceeded 

the capabilities of the air foroes to deliver them, but the situation 

improved in Harch 1943 wen 1.4 Ha.1i:faxes were a.ssigned to the work:. 

These planes. togetner with tne Liberators of 108 Squadron. were brought 

toeether to form 148 Squadron (RA.FJ. which was based at Tocra. Libya..19 
) 

~e experience of EAF squadrons in the United Kingdom convinaed military" 

authorities that supply opcratior.~ to resistance groups in the Mediterranean 

area should be carried on primarily from the Madi terranean theater. Con­

sequently. 1575 Flignt CP.AF) was sent to :Blida. near Algiers, in June 

1943. This flight. which consisted or four Halifaxes, supplied resistance 

g01JpS in Corsica. In the following September, 15'75 Flight was absorbed
 
tel!
 

into 624 Squadron {RAJ') t which sent six of i t!lHalifaxes to Tocra a.:J.:a:a---­

~ -tor Balkan operations. a:l The 122d Liaison Squadron (AAF). a 

rem.nan.t 00£ the 68th ~actical ReconDaissance Group. moved to ¥.assicauJ. t. 

L........~~_~_~__~~~_~-~_~__~~__~__ ~__~~~~_~~~~~~~J
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~unisia. in November with three :B-17 1 s and seven 3-25 1s :for test 

A fourth unit, 1586 Fa1ish night, w1 th :four lial1:faxcs and two LiberatOr:! 

arrived in !C'Unisia later in the month. primarily for missions to Poland. 2~~, 

Since an over-all headquarters wa.s needed to coordinate the efforts of 

these units, the British esta"olished 334 V;ing in November 1943 to assume 
23 

control over all special duty airoraft. At this time the 334 ',iing, 

cOIDll.1aJ),ded by Group Comdr. ii. E. BarJk1n. was organized as follows: 
" 
------/ ]334 (SD) Wing I 

~, 

l-~---I -, -~--·-----'L .~
 
!~624 Squadron' I~ 148 Squadron I Ib86 PolishI 1122d Liaison
 
~ ~RAF) (RAF) I Flight i ,!quadron ~AAF)
 

Soon after 334 tt1ng vas established, units engaged in special opera­

tions were moved to Gouthe~stern Italy in order to place theD closer to 

their tarE;ets. i'he Folish Flignt ana. 624 Squadron moved to :Brindisi early 

in December 1943. although a detachment of four aircra.:ft of the latter 

remained at Blida to supply southern France; the 122d Liaison Squadron 

moved its :8_25 I g to Handuria. at the end of l;ovemoer 1943; the 8th Troop 

Carrier Squa.d-~ on \,AAF) a.rrived. at Gioia del Colle la.te in november and 

24 
148 Squadron \-/ent to .:::r1ndisi in January 1944. The 7th and 51st Troop 

Carri er Squadrons. 62d Troop Oarrier Group lAAJ) arrived at Brindisi in 

I'ebruar:r. and a few days later. on 18 Februa~', 624 Squadron left for- ~ 
BUda. :Y:k9~in :February. two squadrons of the Italian Air Force • 

based at Leece. were assigned to 334 Wing for special operations. 25 ~us 

in Februa.r7 1944. 334Wing had. the following 'UIlits assiened or attached.: 
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334 {SD) vling 
{liAF) 

I -"-_._~~ -------=;-·-----,--_-_-_1, _ 
___...J I _ 

~148 Sq. (BAF) SqS.I; ~7th & 51st ~a 1086 Polish 624 Sq.. OW') 
18 Halii'axos lAAF) I t Flie;ht 18 Halifaxes 
Brindisi 24 0-47' S 1,8 Ralifaxes :Blida 

,j;,rindisi : I .3r~~<!;i._s~ 
I 

I 
~l & a-a tiF lZZd Liai;~~i]-: Det. 1aGd Liai~n1 
SqS.t 36 Cant-Z­ lJ.A:F). Sq. (AAF) 
1007 1 s & SH-82 , s 7 B-25 , S )13 B-1? f S i 

Handurla. :Blida :I!,~:~_- '--- ----- ­ -

Several chane;es occurred during the next few months. In. Barch 1:144. 

:part of 267 Squadron lRnF). ~ranl'\Fort Command came under 334 ~'i'ing 

26 •. \' 
tent?0rarily. and in. July a i.sovi-&tai r grou;p of 12 0-4? Is was added. 27 

Tho 122d Lia.ison. Squadron was transformed into a heavy bomb squadron in 

AJlr11 1944 and continued operatlnns from Elida until September. when it 

moved. to 3rindisi. 28 In September. also t 624 Scruadron was disoanded. 29 

In January 1945, 267 Squadron ceased supply operations, but its place 

30\'.'as taken by 44 Squadron (SA.AF). Other cha:o.t:es iIlvolved a rotation of 

AKE troop carrier uni ts assl@lad to special opero.tions. 

tlJon its organiza.tion, 334 v:ing was assigned to :P,AF UidtUe ::£ast; then, 

effective on 25 January 1944, it was transferred to H~l.1A.lU'. Operational 

control remained divid.ed between PO Hiddle met and lJ.il..aF3l until 14 

Feoruary 1944. when 334 ;[ing and all other Allied aircraft, either 

permanently or temporarily employed in special duties, were placed under 

the direct operational control of R~ 1~.32 The final administrative 

chanhe of importance took :place in June 1944. lrThen 334 \1ing becallle a part 
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33
of the nowly organ! zed. :sa.:tkan Air Force. ".... ~ __ 

'j 1-,' ­
In September 1944 special d.uty e:b ca:m were ass1(';Il.ed or a.tta.ched to 

the Balkan Air Force as follows: 

~
 
,
~---,-r=_--.~
 

l334~~1WingJ lEAF) 

J
 
lAvailable on
 
lpriorit;r from
 
lJiASAF .J:

-C----

l~ 148 Sq. 

~-I .,---....'~-~.-;;- --::"''';'''---=:;::;---=1---' 

1586 Pol! sh r: j885th l:eomb Sq. 1 IGOth TO I Group r 
OlAF) 
:3rindis1 

Fll €fLt, f \AAF) :Brindisi 
:Brindisi ill (3'ormerly l22d 

lAAF) 
,:Brindisi 

i 
i 

1___ JQ.ia:t.son Sq.) _ : _ 
I 
t _ 

Ro.ssian Air j 
Group I 
~a.ri_~_--l 

Evolution of the 2641sb Specie.J. Group (ProT) (AAF). An 1ncrea.te 

in the c.e11very of supplies to resistance groups was among the matter~ which 

attracted the attention of Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker when he ass'Ullled command 

of MAAF in January 1944. As commander of the :Eighth Air Foree. he had 

been instrumental in organizing two .AAJf squadrons for special operations 

to the western oontinent. The su·oject. therefore. was bl" no means new to 

nim when he a.rrived in lil'orth Africa. General Eaker. a.s well as Genera.ls 

UillSon and Devers. was oon'Vinced that lJ'u;ppl~ opera.tions were well worth.. 
the effort; moreover. he wanted Americans to "get some credit in 

delivering knives. gtms. and e:x;p1osives to the :Ba.l.kan patriots with which 

to kill Germans. ,,34 

-~~~-~~~~-~~~~~-~-~~~~~~~. 
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The 122d Liaison Squaaon was the only AA:F uni t~ other than. the 

8th Troop Oarrier Squadron. engaged in special opera.tions in the Mediter­

ra:nean theater until FeoruaI'Y' 1944. (fu1s squadron. ,rJi ttL three :B-17' s 

and seven J3-25's. had "no authorization and no table of organi,..ation" 

35
sui table :for SUCh work and wa.s not operating efficientlY'. Demands of 

ass and SOE for missions to the ~alkans re1~ected the increasing impor­

tance of supply work; out, ~eneral ]Sker insisted. these demands could 

36 
not be met with the airoraft then being employed. Ris	 "Solution to the 

immediate problem was to ask authori ty to reorganize the	 122d Liaison 

37 -,.. Squadron as a heavy 'oombardmellt squadron with 15 aircraft which ~ so " 

:far as pract1cable~ would not be t°ully operational for normal oo~~at 

36	 
---/ 

duty. 

The War Department partially approved the proposa1 when, on 14 

:!i'ebruary 1944, it autt.orized conversion of the 122d Liaison Squadron into 

a. un.1 t to operate for ass; aircl'st't and personnel. however. must come 

from sources alreadyavai1ab1e. 39 General Devers. Deputy Commander in 

HTO t ill assuring General Ha.:rsha11 that tl:.ere would be no dii'ficulty in 

"-.setting u;p the new squadron. emphasi zed the importance of letting the ~I 

French and BalY.an. pa.triots know that the British were not the sale sour~ "" 

of the aid they were raceivillg. 40 :By thi s time two squadrons of .AJJ 

0-47 1s were operating out of :Brindisi under the 334 I'Jing, but General 

..u.:aker pressed for orean! zation of the 122d :Bomb Squadron. since heavy­

bomber nigpt sorties were required to reach the more distant targets.
41 

Apparently the 14 Februar'J" authorization did not 5atisfy General :Eaker, 

-

-~---~- -~-". 
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for all. SUa-reb. he asked Naj. Gen. B. H. Giles, Olliei' 0"£ Air Staff, AA:F 

to push th.e matter t.aroU@l.42 Genera.l Arnold ~hen informed General Eaker 

that authorization had been granted. and on 15 l·1arch formal iTar De],'lartment 

43 
ap:?roval was sent. 

General Eaker proceeded at once to set ~ the squadron. Letter in­

struct10ns issued by l'~ on J.8 !.farch 1944 directed organization of the 

122d :Bomb Squadron lH) at .alida, with personnel to be drawn from various 

44sources. .:Each of the heo.'V¥ bomb grou;ps was ca.lled upon to provide a. 

graduate crew on detached service in order that e~erienced :personnel 

mignt oe obtained.45 a ~ractice that continued for the life of the 

squadron. On J.O April 1944 the squadron wa.G activa.ted under command of 

Col. Ironro HacCloskey and attached to Headq.uarters, Fifteenth Air Force 

lor administration. s1.J;Pply. and maintenance.4.6 

The remnant of the 122d Liaison Squadron. operating seven :B-2S s a.t
' 

47
Handuriat moved to Elida on 12 April 1944. At this time the 122d Bomb 

48
Squadron had three B-17 1 s and eight 3_34 1 6. General Eaker. reporting 

that the new squadron was to reaeive 15 cre,'1S and :olanes. stated that its 

forIl'.a.tion has "pem.ittedthe American Air Forces to play a defini te part 

and a very bie part in the Partis~litt ••• the percentage of success­
'--- ---­

ful sorties by the Americans is practica.lly the same as \,ith the 

.t1a.li£axes. '149 :Enploymen:b of the l22d Bomb Squadron would make it possible. 

General Uilcer believed.. for the air forces in April to make up the 

daf'iei t in deliveries which had been caused by bad weatLer in previous 

months. Personnel of the sCl.usdron were enthusiastic about their work. 50 

, 
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and "oy	 the end. of April had nown 22 successful sorties to southern 

51France. On 15 June 1944. the S'luadron was redesignated as the 885th 

Bomb SClUAClron ~B) \, Sp) t but it continued under admini. stratiOD. of the 

Fifteenth Air Foroe and. under tile operational control of f,tAAF. 52 The 

8B5th Bomo SQuadron moved to V.a.ison J31anc.ile. just outside of Alg1ers. 

toward the end of A~ust and ea.rly in September began to :fly missions 

to northern Itali>'-. 

Tnis change in targets was caused by the success of Seventh Anny 
, 

operations in. southern France. The Maquis in that area. no longer needed. 
, 

airborne supplies from tlle l-Iedi terranean, a deTelopme~t wllich caused MAAF 

to diSband 634 Sq'l.la.dron (:RAF) and to move the 885th :solnb Squadron to 

Brindisi :for missions to northern Italy and the Balkans. This move took 

63
plaoe between 23 September and :3 October 1944. At about the sa.me time 

the 492d :Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force temporarily suspended its 

sU"yply missions to western EurO:?8. ~he 859th 30mb Squadron of this group 

flew to Brindisi about the middle of December 1944 to join in special 

opeJ'o.t1ons in the l·rediterranean th.e~\ter. 54 ~he Fifteenth Air Force now had 

two ]-24 squadrons flying supp1~ misdons. ~o provide a. headqUD.rters for 

these units. the i'ifteenth Speoial Grou;p (Prov) was activated. on 3) 

55
JanuarY' 1945 under command of Oolonel l-mcOloskey. Since many of the 

group' s missions required staginG through Rosi&IJaIlo t about 15 miles south­

east of Leghorn, HQ. :·lAAF decided to move it to that area. and place it 
Allied 

under Hediterrane~Tactical Air Force (l,lA.TAF). On l? garch 1945. the 

un! t was redesigna.ted as the 264lst Special Group lFrov) and came under 

56 
operational contrOl of the Twelfth Air Force. The move to Rosignano 
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was completed by zo ~farch, 57 and there the 2641st Special G!'o~ remained 

until the end of the uar. 

carrier sqtU>..drons of the Twelfth Air Force carried most of the burden 

for the AJJ' in special operations in the Hediterranean. theater. The 

51st ~rooJ> Carrier Wine was represented in this work from December 1943 

until after the surrender of Axis troops in northern Italy. Incomplete \ 

records prevent an accurate description of the first troop carrier efforts t 

out it appears that the 8th Troop Carrier Squadron. 62d "Troop Carrier 

Group initiated AA3 0-47 missions "behind the enemy lines in Italy for 

the puxpose of infiltrating personnel or dropping sup~lles to isolated 

3ritish troops. The sir echelon of' this squadron moved from Ponte Olivo t 

Sicily, to Gioia del Oolle .in southeastern Italy late in November 1943. 

and flew its first supply mission on the night of 8-9 December. 58 The 8th 

~roop Oarrier Squadron completed very few sorties over enemy-occupied 

territory ffoiU Decemoer 1943 to February 1944, partly beoause of very 

uad wea.ther. Its principal mission. however. seems to have been to g1va 

parachute training to :3ritish Special Air Service troops destined. for 
59 

operations 'oaMnd the enemy lines. 

Special operations by AAF 0-47' s began in earnest in February 1944. 

On the 9th t 3rig. Gen. G. H. 3evarley. commander of the 51st Troop 

Oarrier '';lng, attended a. conference at HQ. l~ which decided that one 

Group hea.dquarters and two troop carrier squr;.drons were to be sent to 

Brindisi by 12 February for missions to the Balkans. The group would 
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CO 
opero.te unc":.er the 3:-1ti sh ;3,34 :ing. ~he 7tl:. ,,-ncl ~ 1 st Tl"'oop Ct':rrler 

SquaQrons at Ponte Olivo were alertc~ on 9 February and ~ovea. ,nth 620. 

~roo:: .. Currier Gro"'cl2J heaB..qULU'ters. to 3rinclid on t~le 12th. 61 T~Le 6th 

'.::;roo]) valTier $0U< G.ron pl'c,cvica11Y ceased o":Je::d,tiollS at Gioia del 0011e 

·ou.t	 the 7th Ulcl 51 st oa1.'1.'1 ed on to the end of 
.. -i 62 7-, --~'-j 

t o 3LcLly. ,~ee A?~. o. 

[he GOti-:. '~roop Cn.rri cr Grou? COI:::.k'1.ncled by COl. Ola.rence J. 

Galli,_cll, :jo',red in to ropl::.ce the 62c. Gro'l,.J' t": stfoaa.rons an<:. re'mined 

until Octo wGr 1::144. 63 The 7th ~nc'. illst sq .m.o.ro:lS then 'oecan a seconii 'tiOill' 

~ri!!C:i si • '::::830' tva sQ.Wi-.c.rons for:':lI~G. the Ja1::o..'1 Detach:.:mt 0 f the 62d 

TI'OOU Carrier Gl·OCZP. 64 ~'hG 7th ce~scd ::3e.l":an o]crntlons on 4 ueceube>r 

,··he:::. it 1'<ove<1 to T<squinia.. ~ 'cout 4L n:ilos J:lort::t':lcst of ?or.1C • .:from which 

65
p'Jint it f1e..., missions to nortc.ern Italy \nti1 tJ Jannar;:.' 1945. The 4t.n 

and 8th Troop Oarrier Sqw.l.rons n.t :3iena-::alir,nano :1 e... s-:.:::),ly missions 

to north Italy for ~bout six weeks ending on 8 Janua~y 1~45. then moved 

to ~~r~uirin. w~ere they ~ere joinc~ an 20 ~~ch 1945 by tho 51st ~roo~ 

ci:,u.	 :}rolrJ. :i.l1e 6,:tb ile,j s:;'=.Jol:,' J"hsions to northerr.. Italy until the 
~ 

end	 of the ',I[.1",",n" 
, 

::ltl...oJ.t}'. itt: l~t:: 8q1J<:).c.ror:. xe::;laceo. tr:e 51st l:.t 

-rind.isi on 28 ;..arch. ~,llile o~jer.:;.'~inG from ::'ri~di8i. troop car2"ier un.i ts 

....rere '..WL.cr oper;.tiom.l control of ;J::)~ ,;inc; ....nC. aftsr Jw.J.6 194'.• of the 

control ot' ~:.t~~A:..\ tll.TO"",l<..>n the '.....\ e1ft> .hir ~"orce. 
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had. inCreD,f'eu. to sucL proyortions "O:l It.te f, .rillE; 194f th~t an h.tfT­

,.. ..: 
tior..c~l ~tren. tl1 ,"-un em,le '..1.t.u.c:r :JAi. QIJ 

Air Vice -.arc-cal "':;lliot HD.S res ~ an.si Jl e i OT coord.in8.tin. all Il COI.1­

:"llro 1 11 the :.::.clerul . .i~ sio!::., 110'1 reoreani 'Zeit as! 1·0. 37 :.ili tary l:i asion, 

he ext:rc:tp~u. O)ol'c_tio::m.l con.trol 0 .....01' s:ecial o:?er:tl.OllS in r:unt..--ary • 

.n.lthou,j. not in control of' specinl o:per<J.tions in Ital", ~~.u....;t;lrit,. lu:nania, 

Greece, ~zsclJ.oslova:i::ia.. or Pold2Hl. ~lliot lid; IIres,lonsi "Ie for the 0gera­

tlon of ~'-pecinl 1uiJi€n :ircraft e-.rployed ir~ t.l0se ~rcas. H 3:JBci81 oner::.tions 

in G-rcc:ce rE::::.aine(;. -;;1e rG SFOMiUiUt;.r of 2iI~ :U:. through ~-orce 133; in 
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ACJ ...,J.J.Ji' Has to coordlna:Ge t'fs:>eclal air o:o.er,J.tions O"Te1' the vc.rious terri­

tories arlO. e.dvh:e mi~ on the alloc~tion of e1fort. II Through liaison 

PD..S dIrected lito ensure t!lht oed usc is maCLe of • 03leratlollS for 

the tiisser.J.IUction of leaflots and other -propz.,;anfu.'t.• IlG~ 

sq'..lJ.C:rons in c.c.c"'..ition to the s-:Jecial operations aircrLloft operatin£ 1ln.a.er 

3~ ';inC_ 70 ~l:e devcl0'J.'1ont 0f this dr force .ws si(+lificant in su:??l~' 

Oier~tions not ouly becc.uce it ~~de fi5hte~ eccort ~vailcble for day-

pit:: an effective (:.r ; r.. ,;,r':.'nter <:ua~c tities of su!~)lies coult iJe 

L.E))cnc:e.blc eir ;Loree on call, ?artlsans coult '\.Uluertake more sustbined. 

o}cr,J.tions w:J.ich \lo'Uld. of comse, rect.ire ~:n increase ir:. the t1eliver:' of 

ZU)~lip3 ;nL. in the evacuution of t~eir wo~~ed. 

"'~'J,.. 'tl"""-' / {
Tr:.e iiX'd Goviet ~s to tcl:e 'Y}:;.rt \ 

i:o. spE;,cia.l oJ1erations ill the :·.editerrDJlea.D, thor"ter wel'e tKO 0-47 1 S \'l.:l ch , 

tatiyes );';:J.d.e },i[Jl cla.l.i'ls for their 1"01 e in c.ellverin t : s111nlies. but the 

f~ct is tk.t tLcir Bortier were :or the n~;osc of sU~~l~~nG the 

Vishinsk;:r ::isslon. and on one occasion tLey ai(~ thAt b~' tr~-1l~fe!.'rinc 

i 
I 

____~ c__• __•__ • __ ".~ _~__~_~. ~~ ~__Jc~~· 
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':he ?:nSSi:Lr..S. proo:?::'l;- norc interested in "..utiIl':.t>..te :rolitical ad­

l-'o.rti sa.."1s. Gen.eral ~lils:on insi ded, s~.ouJ.ti. tho VI'OpO sal oe ap't,ro,·ed. 

tll,,,,t opcrationc.l control oyer routinG. tin..iub' and coor(dnation of 

i'li,;lts wouJ.o. have to be vested in tr.e Allied OOL1lUander-in-~::.ie:f.73 The 

__ri tiS:l GMefs of i:ltaff acreed late in .d.oril to basin,; at 3e.ri a SI.1tiJ.l 

il-u.ssio..n air ;.uri t and airectcd ti-.at General ',,11 son "iaS to coorliinate all 

o~erotiont by Soviet aircr~t fro~ Italian bnses. 74 Details to receive 

::Ussian trp.r~gnorts ana fi(.hters at ..jari were \tlorked O-i.l.t a.t ~J:£~ in June 

o.n.d included an agreement th.~t Soviet planes misnt Iml.ll "in Italy on 

shut~le n1ssio~s.75 Tue ?ussians wanted uer:~csicn to operate not less 

t~'lJl 12 trn.n.snorts and 12 fibhtcrs froJ.J Italy, but Gf"ncral ;'[i1son refused 

this ino.efini te cOJ:.mi t':l.ell.t QJ.ld fixed the nu;2of'r of :olanes at one squa6ron 

of 12 V-~?IS and one of 12 fitihters. "hen the Russi~ns arrived late in 

J7Jl~,·, the~: orought four Iii ~t comumUc:J.tlons cra.ft to cive to THo a.nd 

also \fa.nteo. to tive :hilL. ~T..'O 0_47 1 s w",ich had oeen ootained from the 

Uni ted 5to.tes on lend-lease. ~1.is Tlro0osed .Jft of trans:9orts \i".,l.S re­

76 
~erred to the .d.n.ericon IJide:t ~ of Staff for d.i~IOS<::l.l. 

At :-"'ari t2:e Eussivns operated UIlder control of ti.le :BAr through 334 \ 

Uln;;. -out the l'contro1 W2.S more nominal thnn real, tr.e ?ussians through­

out ttJdnG an extremel~r inClepon( eut line. 11
17 ~he:.t were, like~;ise, soue= 

\'tk"'.t les~ than Ci~)lo.Q<;:,tic on occasions. 'ihp,n. an ?~ vehicle slirjltly 

Gu-lID-ssd one of their olanes in a collision, t_1e .2ussia...'1s celled it 

Celi0erate S~Jot~be.78 _Ulother incident occurred in which the Soviet 
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~ir officer ut Eari, one Oolonel Socolov, dellberute~y viol~te~ ooth the 

letter and 1i:b.e s. ,i1'1 t of t~le [" [;reellent coverninE; Russian operations fron 

30.1'1. On ~ July ~olonel Socolov as~ed the BAr c01n~der for perlJission 

to fly a trainin0 tlission to a ~oint off Corfu. Permission was readily 

1 r{.nted., '1.th tile s,?ccification t{>.<:~t there \1<:;.6 to "oe no Ie-ndin.,; or 

dro}l)iuG in Greece. '.Lhe fll.b.a.t occurred. 6.uring the ni}.,ht of 20/26 July 

~litl1out inci<ient, excent that ti:e Yllrole lielivercd nine or 10 E:ussian 

en·.,ro;'s to ..cLAS he:;.dcuarters ui thout the kno.l'1ec.ge of Allied a'l.'l.t4ori ties 

in vairo, ~ari, Al£iers, Greece, or an~~lhere else. This incident 

strenbthened the celief thut the w.~.~.~. inteAded to further LeI' aims 

• G • 1 t •. d ...• - • t" . d • d i 73Ln reece ~n coo~ e e ~lsreGar o. ~I'~ ~sn a~ ~4er2cnn es res. 

Some conflIct also occurreCi ill tue m2;liter of ·o::..':in{jnr: :in sU'1Cllies 

for t~e !'ussi<:X.s I ,,1:0 \-lanted two or three sma.ll illerene-ret shi~lS v-i ven to 

t?tc~r for ~lovinc mateI'io.ls from the .Fersi~m Gulf to .Jari. (,ene:ra.1 '[ilson 

ooj eotad on the £~rounds that tilere were no croft to spare, that stores 

~he cas deciued in Sentemoer 

::;u~Jlies not alrea.dy i3:.vai1a.lJle in liJ.W ••edite:rr0J1ean theater, ana. speciLl 

t;;;Tle~ of s·.lX,lies :Cor ?nrtisf\Xls sLoma. oe restricted to t:lose definltely 

needeQ. ~o ~urface oruft ~ere to OC trallFferr~d to ::~ssia to c~rry 

I , t'" '.J" J.- • 81su..,n lC'S ... ...... 
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::el.::.tions -iJetveen the :-:ussia:n.s c.nd other I~TOUPS at 3ari 'llere. 

nevertheletz. relatiYclyh:,'x.1onio1),s. Or.. 22 Aut;.:ast 1944, 10 So-;iet C~7IS 

fIe;... a shuttle "i,iasion frou ~ssia. to ....0.1'.:. ~Jitl1. med.icel personnel :for 

~i to LUld su",!)lles for the ;.-lr group. '::he trr.llls:J0rts returned. to ?ussia 

,:>n the ni, ~t of 83/rh ;"Ucikst. carr:rlnf, 150 Y~'PslG.'V air traineez. 1'1:ree 

days later, a scUr'\Lron of 18 Yn.'·: firhtcr:::: c.rri'led ti.ircct from 3.nssin to 

;:>ortn rer.ained at :inri until the Ru.ssifl.Il. aLlvr.nco o'"erro.n :"'clf~rn.dc and 

o"l)ened tile 1er;rt.l.U. airfleld. :::1:e Ye'::~ and el::..nt of the J-4'1 IS left for 

~)ecial operatIons fran tLe united Zin,~om i4volved ~ritiih and 

(J.·o1'}~in,.) :!roject. tds "ms tLe only A.1lJ.ericD-n unit :in the elli ted Kin&;dom 

missions to rezif tnnce r.::ro,;[')l:'< in Ir:.nce, t~8 ~ etherlt:.n.c.s, _ elgiu:..:., 

-,_~..- _~_~"_.'~_--_~_----_~-
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Cecidcu to iucre~se ~~e V01UI1G of s~plies beln~ deliv?red to re~is~ance 

~b.?t :'J:.ere \>lOuld "De no serious diverdon from str:lt t',;ic "oo~bin_.. clrect e<i 

Qe48 0) DovGr~ to i~~10nent the uecision (see C~n. I). 

hvdlable the .e;th r-md 23d i..r..tis':l.omarine SqR':l.clroJls of t1:e 4'?9th .Antisubmarine 

GrO':.lJ. W1:..iC.l l~d. been o?ero.ting ::;_:34))I S fron 1""unkeswell, Devonshire, for 

~:Qout t{~ree t1ont~s. ~e Antisu.bmarine C:omr,w,nd was uisbanded in August 

1942-, 1 e~ vin, hi :)1.1:r trained versonnel free for f'urther aSSi,)l'.lent. 

hepresentati'V'es fl'oJ:l. tLle 4th and. 2Bd Squ.e.a.rons net with OSi::l 1 SO:::, and 

otner ~ rsonnel dot .aovinulon on 24 Octo'oer, ~,t vhie?-' time they WE're in­

forrled of their assi[.llffient to the OA?Pb~~AQG~ project. Selected crews were 

then sent to Tenp :sford, v.rhere tt.e:r trained '1-11 ttL the R8.F sUJJ;Jlj~ o.ro:p:pers 

fro::;. :J5 Octo'oel' to 30 December 1943. :fnile tLis trainine:: '"as in prog,ress, 

the OAtP l:.i~::5~GG-i1?. or, -;ani zo.tion too~ shape. J:~le £,rouuo. echelons of the t\lO 

dated 11 :'overfiJvl". netiva-tinE., tt.e ~6th nnd. (Ooth 30no Souac..rons. c01'l1l"Janded. 

tvo SC1J2.dJ on.s for:,led tt~e S1)Bcial i~roject SUJlYOUP uncler tae 48215. "~o:no 

Group tPn.t:l:flr:.dcr) at A1conJ\1r7 and bet:i:.:a. operations to ..!.,'uro::;e on the 

. . I 85t\n.qn.t of 4 5 ..ran J.....J.ry 1~44. 

Several ch..'U1r;es, '.:loth. in station a:r..d in ore:;a:o.i za ti on, tool: J]luce in 

Ie'o:rtlpr;r 8Jld. l.o.rch 1944... ~lle t\iO squadrons moved to '.fatton, a i'e\'l wiles 

....
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fro;" Alcollb\U'~:. between 7 c.l.:rl 17 ~eb:rUDX;r. ~en d.<..~'~ after cOL'}?letin{; thi s 

Joye J ~he~.r l:el'e relieved 1'ro... the 462d :Bomb Group .md assi,l_;ned to the VIII 

.li.ir Force OOJ,roosi to JO:l1r:Utnc.. v,1. th ti:.e 32Sth Servi ce Gro'Uc"" as D..CtUni etTative 

o ' 
head~uartcr$.~L In responso to the ~omnosite Co~.~n~ls request t~t a 

se~srate nead~uarters oe set -up to control t~e OAr%2T.aAGG~ s~~~dron$. 

thG 2lGlth All' ?orce estc.bli9hed the 801st 3011J CrOU2 (h) (Prov) on 28 

87 
.;:arch 1944 I'l.llc. 1)laoed it 1.Uluer t\,,~ cOI:I:.:lanQ.. of Colonel Hei'lill. In the 

,a~mti~e Colonel heflin had ~ade ~ surve~ of sites s"uivable for JA-~~~-

,eiU.i-G:hG. actid. ties Wlt~ reC01..:nend.ed the I1d' stc,tion at HaTTint:ton. 12 miles 

northea.st of _·ortl'.alU?ton, ·.:hich hc.d the neoesstt:t'y cor:folnation. of concrete 

ru.n\'.-':i,~'S, su"?:>l~ f~cilitio~ t lijltinc' s;yc ter:..) <:.nd 11ving Cl'Ll.<.'1.rters. 88 

Arro.np~dGntg ",ere Llade ,dth the RA:F to ,,-a.cute the field. r.nd the 801st 

o:oerl:'.tions. 

Ge~ernl Bc2:cr's deslre to increase C~~~~~~AG&~ effort wcs not 

realized. U4til . .::.y 19~. Until then the 3ritil'llJ. ha.d been. 'lJuttin~~ 'Up the 

:ili ssions J al t~10UL.l YJle-'1s \!ere ueiu~; cOul::!leted to ral se e?ch s(;.w0.ron to 

c. xtre~),.;th of lG 1llnnes; tr.e r:A1i' f~ud C;'; :pla.nes assisned. to shilu,r tas;:s. 90 

P.,Al' effort -.ro.rleo. 1'rom. tirae to tim(l. l..e.,Jend.inc 'U.!lOn. assi:::.,.:n..'!lent of air ­

cr~kft .'3.t J.~rille Lini star Juurchi11 I S re~uest. An tiiiJJ, t:l. Air Force orc.er 

of 10 

of t:'lese t,10 un! t::: ,,'en t to Oueddin.::.1ol:;. .for tr~dldnf;• 

....
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in strcn;~h wn~ lnade la~bely in antici~~tion of b~euter effort in SU9~ort 

of CJV.4RLOPJ). ~l Tire 'lo8th ana. .sOOth SQU3.v.l'ons ,1oved to liarrin[:ton on 27 

An extensive ~-~i£tir./; of unit C-esien.'l.tiollS toO~( plnce in ~'ccorGnnce 

to eU:--un:\.te tilrce-squn,5.rOtl £,'!'ou~s in the .-Ji;p-t11 ..ur rorce 2d ~d 3d 

.:3omb Divl~ions a:::lCl. to reGUlarize uni ts of tile VIII Air Force 0ono')si te 

C,jnn~..nd. The ~92d 30~b G.:ro~ ~d its fo'tU' s'!uac.rons were transferred 

with & cadre of one officer and one enlisted ma~ to Harrington to become 

rons went to other stations. rAe reorganized 36th Bomb S~~dron was 

sent to Ohedd..i.nr;ton :for r~dio countermeasure (EO,!) \fork; til.e Snecial 

Len.flet Squad.:·on. fon,erly dedt;t:atec. as thL 406th. no\! received the 

desit~tion 858th 30mb SqU~dron.83 Chan~es in desiu~ation of GARPB~LAGG~ 

units, 5 .tI.u.:.:ust 1944, ,"ere a~ follo\'lS: 

aOlst 30mb ~~.(TI) (Proy) 492d :Bomb GCJ. (li) 
36th Bomb Sq. (H) 856th Jomb Sq. (Ii) 

4Q6th 30f.1J Sq. (II j B58th 3oI'lb Sq. (H) 
788th 30mb Sq. (li) S59th 30Mb Sq. (E) 
850th 30no SQ. Cn) 857th 30~b Sq. (E) 

Proc'1'€SS of tl,e invasion in ?ranee ))l'actically ended full-scale 

CAF-?::""IBAG(}~ net!vi ty by the 49~ G-ro'LM. The oroject l"'la~r be co~sidered 

gLc 
as having neen cOlclud.en 0::1 16 Se-ptember 1944, - after "",hic.;:1 tl1e bl"0up 
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tiOnE\l control of t~e 492d 30.ab Gro1.'9 uo.saed to lieac.cf..w.rters, :.i:;~lth Air 

:'orce, retroacti.e to I Cctober. 'dth ad.:ninistr.,d:rive control in the VIII 

~?i,_hter OO:.lma.n.o.. 95 ~here \ra.s s:;Jtne uncerta.inty o.s to future emplo;yment 

of tile rs"Xo'X). but General Dooli hIt;; follo\led a reconu,lendation frO!.i hibher 

he:?d.quarters tl:~\t it 'oe reassif;led to strateGic UOI,IOi.n.g. T.L.is change 

too:..;: pla.ce OIl 23 October, "Ihen the Group. no\'{ cQ.!iLumdeo. by Lt. 001. 

hoo~t .i. Flcll, w".s assi~Jled to (,JSS~Al', 1st :Bomb Division; however, the 

656th. 300J Sqi,:;.cdron rer..ained on v.lllir'~~1.lAGGAi.: \lork. 96 
At about the end 

01' Octo ocr I reconversion of the three rerJainin...; so.:uaurons was clela~ eO. 

~GnCinG cOll~letion of the ~roject to evac~\te irom southern France Allied 
'oj?

circrews ":<0 .had oeen interned in Svntzerland. C.A.?'p,4:":.J.ll.GG..w1 missions 

by the .:.!litt' th ~"..J..r Eorce from the '~ni ted lCinCQ.o:n "I'ere ne :li,gj:.:>le from. 16 

i;)e:p:tenfoel~ HPM to Febru...'!.ry 1~4b; -out in [iarch and A"'Jril 1~45, the number- , 
~ 

of' 30rties once more reached. the level of :1~;;: and June 1944. ' (See A.,p. J ; 

.(1i '.2he B59th 3Cl![lO Sq11c-::.6.ran ''lent to Ital;' on 15 :December 1944 anc. Joined 

the 885tu 30;lfo ::)o'JAa.ron in Janmr:- to forn the Fifteenth Suecial Group. H8 
I 

/ 
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Chapter III 

lLANlIlING .AND Ul!X)UTIOli or MISSIONS TO XIilSIS~OJl: GBOUPS 

SUpply m1..1o~1n the Med11;errueaD theater and from the Un1 ted 

Kingdom were sufficiently alike in plarming and execution to warrant 

their being treated. b08.ther. Oertala difference•• however. ai4 ext.t. 

Operati0Z18 vi th 0-47. II were h1&bl1' important in the Mad!terranean area. 

'but there were practical17 no 0-47 m.edon. fl'OJIl the l1D1 tea. Kingdom to 

the principal resistance groups. Bea'Y1' bomber. from lror~ Atrica. new 
long avenater 80rUe. to :reach drop zones in southern 1raDoe; but 

-..-__ ..... . 
OA.'BPJl:1!BAOO:E:R aircrat\ in the l1J11ted lt1ngdom, except for their re1at1Te11' 

tev mi••lons to Norwa.y, had merely to cro.. the IAgll th Ohazmel to reach 

enemy terrltorr. In Italy. both C-4?t. aDd bomber. new lIIBD7 1I11110a 

thn.t In''fOlved DO oTerwater nights, and. except for m1••ions 1;0 Poland. 

8U.Pplyaircraft rarely fiew OTer .troD&!y defended areas. There vere 

. comparatlTe1;y few daTl1g1:Lt operations from the UD.1 ted Kingdom until a:tter 

]),..d.ay for OVERLORD. and very few landines behind the enelll7 lines; both 

daylight misBions and landing. were common 111 the Mediterranean theater. 

Theile and OthAl' differencell, wh1ch will be deYeloped in later chapter' t 

were primarily operatioxtal in character. For the most part the technique 

ot planning. loading, dropping. and lan4lDg yaried only in aetailt. 

Planes used in apec1al operations 1Ie1'e called special dU~" (SD) a1r­

craft. The :British eJlq)loyed Well1ngtons. Stirlinge. :L1berators • .Albemarle•• 

37 
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Dakota.., and L7AUdere for JIIOst of their york. while the .AJ:1 used :B-1?' •• 

B.24's. 0-47 1•• and a 'lev :8-25'8. The :Russian .Air Group at :Ba.r1 had 

0-47'8 excluaivel;r, the Itali8l18 a.t Leece nev Oant....1OO? Zl. and aM-82 t e, 

and the Polish Flipt vas equipped with Hallfa.::88 and Liberators. 

Except when 'bomb squadrons vere diverted. from their normal combat role 

to execute special minions, 3D aircraft vere not Uled :for tactical or 

strategio bombing. Oombat aircraft. hoyever, did take a regular part 

in special operations by dropping propaganda leaflet.. or lnickels. II 

while on tactical and strategic mi••ione. 

SOBle mod1:t1cat1ons were necelsary to equip bomber. and traD8:Ports 

for special operations. ~ nose ot the 0-4'1 was enlarSed .lightl7 to 

provid.e greater room. in the pilot 1s compartment t SAd occasiona1l7 special 
1 

floors and bracing were installed to take care of certain t11lel of carCO. 

Few other changes yere required in 0-47 1• beyond fitUng them Y1th rack. 

to hold container. and. the installation of -Rebeccal equipment. The 

Rebecca set is a radar directional air-ground deTtce which record. radar 

impulses on a grid and direct. the navigator toward. the ground operator. 

:By varying the intendty or frequency ot the "b11ps. II the ground operator. 

Whose set 1. called "~eka." can transmit 81gQa1 letters to the 811"­
2 

craft. Rebecca's cathode ray tube dhplay unit g!.ves the distance ot 

the aircratt from the sending set and the aircraft I s heading in relation 

to It. ~e .ending .et, Eureka. 1. a light-weight respon.er beacon 

operated on 'ba.tt.ri.e all! ittted with a. detonator which can destro;," it "I
,-".........- -- - ­

.1~ circumstance. require.
3 

Shortage of Rebecca/Bureka eets limited the 
--------..,~---._-~ 

u.e of this equipment in the Mediterranean theater, but by December 1944t 

~._~--~~ .. ~ ~--~~ .~-~- ,- -~-~~--
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4
practically all SD aircraft had ReDeeea.. OJIiPmBAGGER. plane. in the 

Un!.ted Kingdom were Ukewile handicapped for eo time b1' laclc 01 eno. 

Rebeccal to meet requirements. The •Suga.rphono, I or S-phone. another 

piece 01 8P8c1al equipllent aId by SD aircra.ft. val an u1 tra-higp. fre­

qu.enC1' ehort-range radio that pl'ov1c1ed a two-wq contact with a. ground 

phone. ~. 1nltrument was Taluable for recehing landing or c1ropplng 

lnstru.eUoftS from. the gro'OD.d, and. for tranemitting 1ntelligence inf'ol'lD&­

tion to crews for deUTe17 to headquarters. On leTeral occa-sioDe in 

YU&'Oslana, an otfioer wearing S-phon8 equipment parachuted to inspect
--..- .....".--..- - , I 

emergency strips and to advise the pilot on their suitabll1t7 tor lan41nc-: 
5 

In near17 ever7 case the pilot landed. 

Heavy bombers underwent tar more rad1cal changu than the 0-47 t I. 

~e S85th :Bomb Squadron in North A!rlca replaced the 'ball turret on :B-1?' I 
6

and :B-24's with a cargo hatch tm-oU8h which package, were dropped. 

The Carpetba.ggere called their carco hatch the IJoe-hole. II \C11ch wal 

made bT placing a metal throud. 1na1de the opening. We shroud Taried 
") 

in diameter from 38 to 48 inche. and formed & short chute throu,.h which. ( 

IJO••I or "Janes I_personnel to be parachuted over l21emT territory--were \ 

dropped. !rile most aattstactory dimension. proved to be a hole with a l 

44-1nch. opening 1n the faelage floor and. a 48-1nch opening at the extot. ) 

A plJ'WOod. door covered. the 1101e and eould be folded back UD4er the control 

cables. Jump ligh.1iI, hand ra11I, and J'WDp panels vere Inatalled at the 

Joe-hole. Other modifications included the removal of surplus equipment 

needed onl7 In bombi218; in.tallatlon of a pl;vwood cOTering to protect 

the noor, a monorail and roller-mounted sa:f'et;r belt 1n the rear hselage, 
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a. pl1WOd co'V'e:r o"r the rear bOMb baT. blackout curtains for waist-gun 

windows. bl1eter. for the pilot t. and. co-pilot t 8 windowl to proW-d. 

&reater vis1'bil1t7, moditica.tion of bomb blq., to tit :British containe:,., 

and separate compartment. tor the bombardier and the Da't'1g,ator. .All 

speclal MTlgat:LonaJ. equipment 'laS rearranged to proYide greater ea.,. ot 

operation. the wai.,t and nose guns were removed. and the plane. vere 
7 

painted a _Ihiny black. 

Crewe ot troop-carrier aircraft required. little special train1ng 

other than to become familiar with the use 01 Rebecea!JDreJca and practice 
-.., 

flights to develop accuracy in dropping at low altitude. and low Ipeedl•• ~ ,.',< , 
., 'lI -'" ' ~ 10 ., 

"'- ....- ~ 

In general. the hea'Y7 bomber crew. vent through the .,ame training. Until 

lune 1944. when the QARPllfrBAOG.IR group set up ite own training un1t. a 

few crews trained with the :Br1thh at Tempsford. The cour.s in the 

C.l'RPE'l!BA.GGJlR traim.DB unit reTiewed old aubJectt and introduced. new one•• 

Included. in the curriculum were lectures on security. fl71:D8 control. 

standard operating procedure•• ditching. air-sea relcue. nak intell:lgence. 

e.oape and evasion. and planning supply minions. Oren spent 80me tille 

in familiarizing themselves with the modified :8-24. trained on the u.e 

01 Rebecea/:JI1ureka. and redewed dead-reckoninc navigation and the use of 

navigational aid.. Radio operators and naTl.gators reoel.,.ea. intend.... 

training in their specialtie.. :Both da,. and n1ght practice IdlSton. 

were nown. and dispatchers of 1130•• • were required. to make Jumps them­

se1Tel. Pilote learned. to handle the hea,,-y bomber. at near Italling 

speeds. Pilots. co-pilOts. na:Y1gatore. and dispatchers went along on 

8regular missions ae obeenere before starting their ow work. 
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Indoctrination appMr. to have been thoroU&h. linoe almost no 

YiolationtJ of ncurU,. were reported.; even the writers ot records vere 

80 secur1ty-consc1ous that the historian encounters the greatest d1f'f'1­

cult,. in uncovering f'actl elsential to 8. full a.ccount o~ supply- opera.tions. 

•	 !rbere were occal1ons 'When :tigures prominent 1n resistance movement. Ipoke 

words ot appreclatlon to assembled crew. and ground persouel; there 

were me.sages ot thaDks from Partisans in the field and a ste&d,. stream 

of' reports on sabotage Bucc•••1ullT completed; there vere truly heroic 
');. -	 )..:/ 

episodes, like the career of JohImT }[ead w1th the Maq'U1. t:tee.A.pp. 23) ,', 

which soon became ..'bellllhe4 legend.. Whether :O.71ng from the UBi ted ' 
~" 

nngdOJll or	 in the Mediterranean theater. AAF p8rlolU1eJ) were a:thusialtlc 
- _.-J 

about the part the? were plqing 1n defeating the Nad.. Their morale 

was hip. 9 

-In the Mediterranean theater. planning procedurel lnTOlTed •..,..ral 
agencies as	 well .s the Iq~drons vAioh eventuall;y :flew the mt"e1onl. 

AlthoUBh changes occurred. :trom time to time. the procedures followed in 

March 1944	 maY' be taken a8 fairly t1.P1cal. 

• 
The roE/ass a.gencie. inT01'V~ in special operation. prepued monthly 

Itatements of the estimated mullber of Bartles required to deliTer the 

desired tOnDage. TheBe est1mates were based on the load-carrying 

capacity of Halifu aircraft, and were aubmitte4 by each aeenc;y to the 

Spec!al O,PeratioJle Section. G-3 at AmQ. by the 10th of each month. Th1. 

section reviewed, 8creened, and oonsolidated the requelltS J then submitted. 
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to MA.AJ' a statement ot the net BOrtie. required. fbi. headquarter. zoe­

ported back: to 0-3 the 11'W40er 01' Borties tha.t could be flown w1th 

aYa1lable aircraft. If th1t est1mate fell UDder the number orig1Da117 

requ.eated. 0..3 ot .AJ'HQ, BUbm1f;ted the _tter to the Special Operationl 

Comm! tt.e. Which included repreeentaUyea of' the epecial agencie' t M.UJ t 

the COlllll8Ilder-lu,..Oh1ef Mediterranean. (1..2 and G-3 ot .AF.HQ. the American 

State Department. and the :British Foreign Office. ~ia cOIllll1Utee took '\'" :,.~~ 
14.•.

pol!tical. tactlC&1.. .t1'8.teg1c. and economic cond!tions under conddera- /" 

tiOD in preparint; a final allocation 0'1 sorU... On the baai. ot w. \ 
alloca.tion. MA.U' 1.~d the nece'8a17 41rective. to the alr 'Unite 

10
1u"f'OlTed. 

!eM a oyer-al1 allocation va. further broken down bl' lower echelon•• 

While opera.ting f1'Ol!I. Bl1da and Ma1aon BlanChe. apedal duty squadronl 

received allocations trom the Special Projects Operation. Oenter (SPOC). 

a liaison section that determined priorit1' 0'1 targets. The squadron 

commanden. atter consulting \lith meteorological. ot':f'icerl. Belected the 

area for 8. Idg.nt t s operations. SPOO then set up priorities within 

that area. 111th alternates to provide a weather spread. When 'targets 

were ee1eoted SPOO made radio contact with :f'1eld agents. who prepared 
11

reception parties. 

The 334 Wing coordinated activities in Italr. Upon reoeiYing the 

M.u:r directive allocating sorties. t&rgets. and tonnages. 334 Wing 

prepared ne:dble daily target li.ts with Itated priorities within each 

11st. .An attempt val made to spread. the work thl'o1J&b, the month. taldng 

lnto consideration long-range weather forecasts. Squadron or g1'01lp 

---~-~~~THisPAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

-
 ,43 ,, 
~l r • , 

I 

( 
JI 

J '1r~ 

collDW1de%'s and ope:ra.t1on8 officers attended a dail7 target meeting at , . 
r'I'" ~ -'J 

0900 hours at 334 W1ng headqtl8rters and selected targeh tor their squad- 1~--J 

/1':..." 
rons from the list for the day. .An operations schedule vas then pre- jl>.G:, 

~..P ~ 
.~ 

pared tor the scheduled sorUes. and headq'LlUters of the special ~cie. ~~. 

~-..-­
12 ) '--­

alerted their 11814 &Cente. !l'he nunber of targets .elected for each 
I 

mi••ion and the number of aircra!t dispatched were determined by veather \ 
\ 

and availabili t7 of planee. The n'Ulllber of 0-47's sent out on night I 
miu10J1s aTeraged about 35 from April through October 1944. Occadonall;Y 

as few as four or as Jl18D3' as fO vere airborne. '.tle 1mIJlber of target. 

likewise T&1'ied widelY' • the average beins about 15 for a 0-47 mission, 

although on one occasion drops vere made to 22 targets. Genera117t not 

more than one to three aircraft dropped on the same target. ~e rela.tive 

tactical im.portance of a target, the w.i~t of .tores required, and the 

hours of darkness available determined the number at planos that dropped 

13 on a.II3' one target.

For a description ot plamdng procedures at lower echelons. the 

60th Troop Carrier Group 'fIJJq be use' as an example. A staff meeting 

earlY' in the morning discussed the night's operationl!l. and squadron opera­

t:1ons officers asti£ued mis8ions to crews and aircraft. !rhroughout the 

day the loading section. senior operat1ons officer. and. intelligence 

officerl maintained close Ualson. Orevs. alerted and. briefed two or 

three hours before take-off, arrived at the final. briefing v1th te.rge~ 

indication Iheets previousl,. prepared by the group intelligence officer 

and distributed b:r squadron 5-2' s. At the final briefing, the gronp 

I I
intelUgenee officer gave a restmte ot the eneDl1" situation. the location 

---~---~-~-~,.~~~-~~-
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ot £rleud1~ conV078, targets to be at\acked by friendly 'bombers, azld 

other special instructions. The g1'oup operatione officer instructed. 

pilots aa to direction ot take-oft. lIPec1al corridors and routes to be 

followed on return to baBe, beaoon ehare.cterhtic8 in frlen411' ten:!.tory t 

a.lternate landinG fields, and, of course. the time tick. The group 

weather officer summari zed meteorological information and gave a fore­

cast for the opera.tional period. The air liaison officer from the pack­
, 

iug 'lUlit informed each pilot about hi!o car€O, personnel t and methode of 

dispatching, and recommended dropping hei£hte tor various cargo 

cOlU.Ponenta.14 

PlanninG of CA:BPmBA.GGllR m1lsions trom the Un!. ted X1ngdom was .0018­

what 1e88 1nvolTed than the practice followed tor supplT operations in 

the Mediterranean theater. RequestB for mlsB1on. or1t;1na:l;ed either vi th 

field agents or at various -Country Sections" in Londan headquarters ot 

OSS. !Lb.ere was a 8ection tor each cO\Ul.trl' invol".,d.. The Ohief ot 

Special Operations t OSS and hi. counterpart in SOE determined priority 

of mssions. Targets were pinpointed by the Air Operations Section of 

oss and then forwarded. to the Jll1t;hth Air Force to determine the1r 1U1ta­

bU1t,.. Terrain of the target areas and strength 01 eD.8m1' defense. in 

their 'V'1ci.n1tT were governing factors in ti:11s decblon. The Air Qpera­

tlons Section ot OSS wa,s then notified of: ApproVed targets and in tum 

informed the proper Count1'7 Section and the :British Air Min1Bt~1 which 

could cancel propoled sorties that miDJ.t interfere with other operation•• 

~ -~ ~-~---_.&- -"" ,.'­
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Mter targets were appro'red and suppliel vere read:r. an operational order 

was made out by the Air Operations Section and placed 1n a pool ot 

approved mssioDs. The Country Section then notified 1t8 field agent. 

of the code phrase that would designate the particular operation that 

15
had been requested. 

Dai17 at 1700 hours, the Air Operations Section forwarded the li.t 

ot approYed target! to the OABPE.r:BAGGER group's s..2 via Icrambler 

tele,phone. The s-a then plotted the pinpoint. on an operational map 

(seale 11500.000) and indicated each wi th a colored tab. He al80 plotte! 

SOl t&r88ts tor the same night. !Ill. next morning. at about 0900 hours. 

the weather officer at Harrington ~orted on meteorological conditions 

to be expected in the target area.. and the group commander or his deput;r 

decided lChether the propoaed sorties "ere practicable. fhe group co!lllander 

then selected. the targets tor the night'8 operation•• and. the 5_2 

teltJl)honed the 1nfo:rms.t1on to London, where c.banges might be suggested. l6 

When the target 11.t vas agreed 'UPon. the appropriate Oountry Section 

nOtified its field agent. to stand by and to U.ten tor the "orack dsnal" 

broadcast by the :8BO. Thill lignal was the pre-arr~d code phrase which 

told the field agent how manT planes to e~ect and when the;r would arrive 

at epecU'1ed targets. l '? 

Squadron commanders were called into conference at about 1100 hours 

and ~OW21 the map with it. pi:rlpointed targets. !!!hey .elected targets 

tor the1r aquach'onl t with the group commander deciding any dieagreements 

that Dligh.t arlee. !he group navigator distributed target list. to 

~~--~ ~".'--,- ..~~ ~I 
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squadron naTiga.tors t ldlo in turn passed each crew's targets to the crew 

navigator. ~e latter then worked. out his flight plan. !I!ake-01f schedule. 

were prepared by the group navigator in his capacity as an assistant S-3. 

:Briefing of crews b7 the $-2 of each equadron took place at a.bout 1500 

hours. then a general final briefing 'WaS held at 1630 hour'::lS <~r---- ----- - -~- -- --- - - -. ~--

('--_~th~r _~e~ail~_.~~_~:~---- - -­

Supplies carried to the Balkans conshted prineipal17 o:r gun•• UUI1t1.oo 

nlt1on. ~te, tood. clothing, aedical s'lJPPlies, and specialized equip­

ment; but gasoline. 011. jeeps. mail, and even mules were included in the 

cargo 1IIhen landing opera.tions increased. The weight of Itore. carried by 

a 0-4'7 ranged f:rcm 3,000 to 4.600 lba. Det, altho\1Ch the aTerage ••emll 

to have been leu than 4.000 lb.. In add!'t1on. each 0-47 uraaUy carried 

150 lbl of "nicke1B II to be dropped OTer specified areal.
19 

Storea at 

:Brlndid were kept in warehouse., collecUvely known as Paradise Camp. 

where Partisans-generall,. evacuees who had come to Italy tor medical 

care--pa.eked the supplies under :Britiah supervidon. A large stock of 

".tandard pa.cks' of trequontly demanded items was kept on hand. !b.h etock 

normally held about 8,000 bomb-rack containers and 25.000 fuselage pack­

ages t which were .tored 121 varehouse8 b7 categories. ~. largest stock. 

were of tood. clothing. arms. and slIIlIl1mUion; but wirolees equipmen1i I 

medical au,ppl1.s. ga.,ollne, and lubricants were elso prepared 1n advance 

of callI trom the field. Special requests were met b7 paekin« and storiD.&' 

the 8\1PPl1ea separa.tely to awa1t 8 Bortle to the orlg1:oatl;ug Partisan 

X \ r 

~_~~~~~  ~__ __ __ __~ ~~ ~ ~_~_~_~~_J  
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group. .A. special area. ot Paradille Oamp held high exploaiTel, bombs. 

aines. and grenades. A post office processed all :perlonal and official 

mall for men in the field. m 

:me.ch morning the Air Load, Section at Paradille Caap :ncelved. a etate­

ment of the Qa,1"t I progr8JQ ot millions. Us1ng data prov1ded b~ the 

Oomtry Sections at 088/00m he&dquart81"s a.t :Bar:!.. the Air Load. 8ecUon 

prepared &. ma:d1l'\11ll load for each aircraft d••tined. for the specified. 

tarGeh. .1 checker dr1Ting a truck then 'took the li.t to the T&r1oue 

warehouse., where Partbans loaded the containers and packa£es !pecified. 

~he checker .topped at the POlt off1ce for mail and at the para.ohute 

shed, then drove to the airfield with a complete load tor one aircraft. 

!rhere the checker reported to the Loads Control But, mere a warrant 

officer comme.nded ,Iveral teams of Partisan workers, picked. 'UP a. loading 

team. and was directed to the plane all1gned :tor that particular carso. 

A. :British checker in charge of the team inspected the load and su,pen1sed 

the transfer of oontainer. and package. froll truck to plane. When llUles 

formed part of the cargo on a landing mi8sion, a tarpaulin ..... apread 

on the floor and cOTered with plW8. Stalls for four animal. were _de 

with .tU1"~ pole8, and the mules were tied ,ecurel;y b;y lin•• num1ng from 
21 

the pack .addle to strong-points in the cabin and to cral8 supports. 

Whereat 0-47 t l were loaded under :Britith 8upervision b1 Fart1t8ll1. 

the B85th :Bomb Squadron _8 supplied froll an ass dump located adjacent to 

the dispersal area and operated. b7 .quadron perBozmel. Special dnieea 

enabled a :B-1? to cart7 14 American container. wei~ng about 300 lbs. 

each," ~the :8-24 earrled 16 container. in the bomb bq. In Addition 
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packages. containera. and persomel colJ1d be carried in t~e waist. J. 

normal gron ·-cargo of 6,000 lbs. vas oonsidered a &004. load for a hea."f7 

bomber. end each plane uaually carried 260 to 300 lbl. ot leaflets. which 

were thrown out of the wa1 st windows. !omb bay containers were toggled 

b)" the bombardier. and cargo carried 1n the waist vas puthed out through 

the cargo hatch. 22 

!the loading procell at Harrington resembled the pra.ctices at :Br1nd111 

and in North Africa. Upon receipt ot the dql s target list. the OBS 

Baison officer with the Oa:rpetbaggerl arranged :tor container8 and pack_ 

ages to be delivered to the airdrome from the station near Holme. 

Packages, leaflet,. and parachutes were stored in :Nilsen hut, on the 

"!armIt near the airdrome perimeter; containers ot arml and mun1tiona 

aJ1d other supplies were stored at the bomb dum.P. ~e group Armament 

Section loaded packages. leaflets. and -Joes" on the a1rcratt t whlle 

containers were fit ted with chutes and loaded by the Ordnance SecUon. 

The OBS 11ailon bttlcer and hiB assistants checked each aircraft to be 

eert8111. that the proper load was in place. Lea.tlets were delivered to 

the field under direcUon of the PSl'chological Wartare Dlv1st0l:l. of Supreme 

Headquarters, .Allied l!IltpedtUonaq loreea (PWD SHA.U) from the OWI/PWE 

warehouse at Oheddington. Six to 10 bundles. each containing 4.000 

lea:tlets, were Ulual17 carried D7 each CARP.ll:'!JWlG:B:R J3-24. These 

Itldckels- were dropped lome 30 to SO m18S from the target for seC'Urity 

reasons. Personnel to 'be parachuted. escorted.. 'b7 OSS &,;ents, vere fUted. 

with jumping equipment by the Armament Section. ~he dispatcher supenised 

their Jump. or drop, throush the "Joe-hole."23 

..........._-~.~~.~-~~-~-_._-~
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Difficulties llhcountered ]h ~ i2. Targets 

'!be targets ot e-47 t s on supply missions were gener~ within 

:300 miles of base, a distance 'Well under the maxLmum action radius. An 

extra. time allowance was thus provided in order to anticipate such diffi ­

culties as bad weather, inability to locate the drop 1Zone (DZ) or landing 

ground at. once, delays occasioned by ground .tactor5~ and navigational errors. 

Konover, the course followed to a target general1.y was not a direct line, 

since flak concentrations had to be avoided and changes in course aided 

in confusing the ettem-rls radar. 'Ibe norm.al limit ot: 0-47 nights, how­

ever, brought within range all of Albania, nearly all at Greece, "Westem 

Bulgaria, and nearly all of Yugosla.via except the area north ot Z&greb• ._---~-_.- ~ ~ 

en occaaions when B-24's were not available for the more distant missions, 

c-47 t s fiew to targets as much as 450 miles from. base.24 Flights varied 

in time from four to more than eight hours, with the a.verage well under 
25five hours. Danger fran. enemy action over western Europe prevented the 

use of 0-47's in tha.t. area. until after the enemy bad been pushed baok 

into eastem France. Bombers used in supp~ operations had a greater 

range than 0-47's, although m.an;y of the CARPETBAGGER targets were less 

than 300 miles from Harrington. The situation was considerably different 

in North Africa. and ItalyI where supp~ bomber. otten flew to targets 
26l1ins 600 to 700 miles or more from their bases.

Naviga.tion in the Mediterranean theater WAS saaeldlat more difficult 

than over westem EUrope, since fewer navigational aida 'Were aVailable. 

Sorties frQtll North Africa required overwater flying tor 400 to 500 miles, 

then inland for 100 to 200 miles to the pinpoint. Near-IT the entire 

flight, including take-otr, was made on instruments, and when the pinpoint ....
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va. located the pUot might be gW.ded. in b7 Eureka. Some areas. ee­

pecial17 :Belerade. held. enemy radio sta.tions which help.d pilots to 

"home ll on their target.; but 1n almost &11 ca.••• pilotage and dead­

reckoning "ere u.ed to reach the pinpoillt altaI" the p1aD.es croesea the 
28

:Bal.ka:o. coast. 

:Routes to be followed b7 epacial duty aircratt were .elechd ill. an 

effort to aToid. area. treq:.l811.ted 'h7 enemy night fighters or vh:1ch helA 

hea'97 aDUairc~t a.etenses. Tbi. consideration applied partioular17 to 

the una.rm.ed. and unarmored C-17'., vh1ch vere protected onl;y b;y darlene•• 

and the pilot IS abll1t7 to take eTasi",e actlon. Although. sOlle tl'6118!'orh 

retume4 to baae badl1' riddled 'b1 flak and lome were shot down, damage 

trolD ellBlllT antiaircraft fh'. and fighter. was relativel)" light. 29 !l'e-nr­

thelen, the danger trom night fif,hter. and flak val alW&78 present on 

night mi••lons. On the nitjht ot 8/9 "':upst 1944, tor example. 2d Lt. 

Sam O. Painter. 12th. !rroop Oarr1er Squadron, met a night tighter vh!1. 

on hi. third approach to the DZ. He completed the miuion. then tumed 

hie 0-41 directly in1;o the en_1' :fighter to :force the pilot to alter h1, 

oourse. n.e maneuver lucceeded. and Painter e.cape4 1n the darknel8• 

.Another pllot ran into heaT1' and accurate flak over 8. DZ wppo.ed17 held. 

07 Pa1'tilans. h.!:". action taved the plane, w.b1ch flew on to an al­
30

iernate DZ. :Bomber. on supply lorties were le88 Tl.1lJlerable thaD. 0-47'•• 

but the rule to &T014 c01Ilbat goyemed their operations al well. If 

pQ.sible, route. were laid out that would lubJect :8-24' a to nothing more 

than light flak. Night tUFt. Beldom exceeded 1,000 feet 121 altitude, 

and plan8. dropped to .a.000 fe8t when palt danger areal. !ml1a low altl tude 
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aided :in eYading radar detection and made terra1n identifica.tion posllble 

31
during moon perlode. 

:Bad weather was a more serIous obstacle to operations than. e:umy 

aotion. !l!h.is factor stood M&h &8 a cauee for incomplete and "acntbbe411 

(canceled) eorU... Approx1mate17 55 per cent ot the uneuoCIS8tuJ. troop 

carr1er sorties from ItalY dur1~ the per10d 12 Februa:l'7 tnroU&h Dec_bel' 

1944 failed because of weather. 33 Ree.V7 bombers e%j?eriencaa a l1m:llar 

difflcul101'. In December 1944 the 885th :Bomb Sq'l2a.dron val forced to uee 

alternate tields in order to get throU&h atorm belts to reach tSorgets in 

northem Italy. hen a1ter :nights through. heaq fronts. pilots often 

found. their targets completell' closed in. 33 Weather at the baae coUld 

not. of course. be expected to prevail over the target. On the night 

ot 2/iJ/30 Januar'1' 1945. !iye :8-24 1 8 of the 856th :Bomb SqU!d.ron were 

scheduled for Norwq. A snow storm let in after two bombers had. taken 

off from liar:r1ngton and the m1ssion was scrubbed; bu.t the a.1rOO1"11e planes 

vent on, made su.cceasM drop., and returned more than eight hours la.ter 

to find eTery field in 1ng]atId socked 1n.34 In 'View of dlf':f'1culties /-.. - - _.\ 

1mpoeed by weather. lack of navigational a1ds, and enemy a.ction, the 

success of crews in reacll!ng their targets vas noteworth)" in all AA:E 

tU1its engaged in deliverin€ supplies to residence croups• 

.Allot the effort put torth to drop supplies to realstance groupe 

would fail in att81ning the 'U1tiJ:late goal unlesa nearly perfect coordina-

Uon ensted between the a1rcr~t and reception commtttees. Drop zones 
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must be read7, identifica.tion aigna18 mud be exchsX!ged, and di spatcher I 

must t1Jlle the drop. 80 that packages and (lontainers could 'be recoTerecl. 

9here was the ever-pretent danger that lupplha m:1e;ht fall Into enemy 

bands; even when this danger was at the minimum, a poor17 executed drop 

would d.estro7 supplies or scatter them so widely that recovery vas Tir­

tua.l17 impossible. Successful drops therefore d.epended upon the skill 

of crew. and the cOlllpleteneu 01 preparations by reception COEtt•••• 

!rho reception comm1tte. plqed an important and often dangeroUi 

role in euppl:v operations. ~8 was the grou.p which prepared the drop 

zone, lighted the sienal fires or laid out the panel B _ maintained contact 

wi th the redstance leaders t and arranged tor recove1'l' and removal ot the 

tropplies. In Yugoslavia, each DZ 'WaS .;erred by an Allled liaison otflcer. 

35 a lmall party of troops, and numerous Partisans. In France, reception 

committees varied in s1ze accordlD€ to the quantity 01 aupplies expected 

and the anticipa.ted et1eJDT oppodtion. The standard cozmn1ttee 'U8Ual11' 

had 25 lI.en :tor each 15 containers. lIhich was the normal load ot one &11'­

36
craf~. The committee went to great pains to proteot the DZ from enemT 

1nterterence. It could not afford defense a~n8t air attack. but everT 

possible mea.sure va.s taken to keep the dropping pundt_ location .ec1'et 

and to prs'V'ent its capture by .n~ troops. !l'h.e technique used b7 the 

Maq'Uil val more or 1es8 typlca.l 01 tha.t developed bT resistance grOUPI 

elsewhere. !08qu1s gdards took up their positions around the DZ. road, 

1eading 'to the area wer. blocked otf. and a watch wa.s kept for enemy 

patrols. These patrols generall1 had 10ur or five German. or FreJl,Ch 

militiamen, but might be much larger. On those rather rare occasions 

........~_ .........----.......... -~,"" .... ,..- ... ,,,+~~- ~--_.--,.............~
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when a strong patrol IU1'Prised e. comm1ttee at work. the two groups would 

fight it out. or the patrol would eal1 up reinforcements. :By the time 

these could. arrive. the UA4ergroW1d would. haTe recovered the lupplles 

and d1eappeared. Detection of 8. drop zone woUld make 1. t lmUlable for a 

e time. but the pa.triot. kept a oonstant watch and reported. when en_~ 

Tigl.lance had relaxed.37 

One of the principal factors in auppl;r operations was 1.dent1f1ca.t1on 

of the DZ. Filots vere guided to the pinpoint by Su8arPhone contact and 

b)" Rebecea/lllureka where this equipment vas available. al~o. there vere 

not enoUgh Jurekas to meet the need.38 1'he Maqu11 of ..un, for example. 

had only- three seta in JulY' 1944.39 :Reception committees l'!ghted ei8Elal 

fire. for night missions and laid panelc 'lor Claylight mission.. The 

fire•• 1n prearranged patterns of crosses. triangles, and letters. vere 

l1pted when the aircraft t 8 approach vas detected. Generall;Y the fire. 

were burning before the plane 'reached the DZ and serTed as all 1nvaluable 

navigaUon aid. Man1' times. however t the DZ liaS $1 ther surrOUDded 'by 

the eneD:l1' or val 1n danger of being detected. On such occasions the 

fires were not lighted until id.entification signals bad 'been e:xchs.nged. 

~e aircraft, whether the fires were lighted or :not. circled over the 

p1npoint fiash1ng the letter 01 the da;y. 'Qpon receiving the proper 

e	 respOUlle b7 Aldis 1aq;l or fJ..a.ahlight. the crev prepared for the drop. 

Thill identification procedure saved large quantities of suppl1e. from 

tall1ng into German hand'. 11nee enemy troops. e8:Pecls117 in the Balkan. t 

otten disC!O'1ered the drop zonel Just before or after fires were lighted. 

-
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Then, even though. the fires were 'burning, the a1rcratii would not drop 
40 

because the grotmd-to-atr e1gnnlwAS not given. 

Drop zones vere located 'Wherever po••ible 1n areas 1.8t susceptible 

to enElll1' d18coyery. In heanl;, populated region., such as Denmark and 

the Netherland.. the DZ' B were verT Mfficu!t to conceel. In the moUD.­

tainoUI areas ot NorW81'. louthern France, northern Italy, and the :Ba1lc&nI, 

detection val much le81 to be feared. The recep~lon coJllll1ttee vas 

pr1ma.r1l7 concerned w1th Becur1t1'. not with accesslbtl1t7. Oonsequently t 

terrain obstacles or difficulties of' approach were minor considerations 

in J.ar1ng out a drop lone. In the !alkans. dropping grounds were nearlr­

alltays in rugged mountain country, where "danger lurked in ••• dark 

41
-uncharted valle,•• ' The d.aneer waa primarl11 that of terrain and poor 

Tisibl11t7. Pilots had to fi, at about 600 feet over the drop ~ne, 

which otten was three to i1TEl thoUAJ1d feet below the s'UrrowdiZl&' peak. 

and rid8e.. Accidents were 'lew. bu.t occasionaJ.17 not eTeD the mOlt 

1k111tul pl10t coULd avoid disaster. On. the night of oojm. June 1944, 

Capt. !/obert R. S~.r. Operations Officer ot the 28th !L'roop Carrier 

Squadron, cramed when hi. 0-47 stalled in a tight turn while attempting 
43 

to Avoid a cliff. !L'he entire crew per1ehed. 

A plane arrbing over a tarpt in the BaJ.lcMs wal allowed not more 

than an hour for "stoogtng": pinpointing the DZ, vaiting 1.or firel to 

be 11ghted~ exchanging identitication .1gna.la. and making the drop run•• 

I:! a drop vas not possible. the pllot vent on to aD alternate target.43 

Durlng the drop runs, the pilot of a 0-4.7 let down to 700 feet or lower 

IL.- ~__~ .~~_ ~ ~_~_ 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

55 

and new at about no mile. per hour. The crew chief, aided by the rAc110 

operator and a Partisan dispatcher. unloaded the cargo. Upon receiving 

the pilot t s signal to droP. he released containers 1n brace. ot two and 

pushed packages through the door until a bell signaled the end ot the 

run. Occasiona117 a container ehute opened prematurel:.. requiring imme­

diate release ot the container to prevent disaster. 44 :Both tree and 

:parachute drops were made. althoU&h tew eu;pp11es other than clothing or 

mail could be dropped free wi thout senoUi damage. ~h. 28-foot parachute. 

vere equipped with a fuze that released the pilot chute. which in turn 

pulled out the main chute. !lh18 device proved to be unsatidactoryJ 10 

acmo designed a new one in December 1944. The improved mechalliem had a 

streamlined wei8h.t attached to the parachute relea.e gear b: a length ot 

cord. When the we1ght struck the ground. 1t tripped the reIea,e gear 

and pulled out the pilot chute. 45 

A .tea~ stream of reports :froll. the field. proTided a check on the 

degree of success acn1eTfld by the supply droppers. ~hese reports vere 

frank and unequiYoeal.. praidng gcod drops and cOu!plain1ng of bad ones.46 

TheY' al80 reyealed llOXDe ot the reasons :for 'l2nsuccesstul sortiss: occupa­

tion of the grotlILds b7 German patroll, betra~ to the Gestapo. bad 

weather on the ground, dropping :tar :from the pinpoint. failure of the 

47U%J4egt'o12Jld to callout the reception committee. and 80 on. Most of 

the reports told of succel.ful drope but some revealed the C!1agrin or 

reception comittees whose work had been nu1li:fied by error. on the part 

01 the alrcrew8. On one oceas:ton in France the plane vas gu1d.ed to the 

pinpoint b7 Eureka. then went otf and dropped I.ts load in the lJI8in street 

........_-~~~~~----~-~--~~~~--- -~ ..._.•• ~-----~-~~~~ __~I
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48
of a German-occupied 'dllage. JrortunatelY'. euch mistake. were com­

para:t1vel:r rare. and only & small percentage of the 8uppl1es dropped 

tailed. to reach the patriots. .An almost intalliDle method ot delive1T 

lf88 developed thro~ landing operations in wh1ch the 'UnCertainti 8S ot 

droppine were eliminated.. 

~er. vere two types of land1ng operation. behind the enfJlll.1" l1nes. 

Jul~ clandestine JIlhs10nl were nown to emall••ecret strip. which were 

al~'&Y8 in danger of being overrun by the enellT. Hildon. ot this 80rt 

went primari17 to southern Franc•• northern I~.and. Poland. More 

frequently landing o:perations were carried Qut to Yugoslavia and other 

Balkan countries where there were a nUll'ber ot umlpermanent and well­

organized strips 1.ULder Pa:rtiSBJ1 control for considerable penods of Um••49 

Land1ng mIllions to the Balkans b7 the .AJ.F began on tile night of 2/3 

April 1944. wen two 0-47 1 s of the 60th Troop Oarrier Group came do... on 

a rouge! striIJ near ~1to t B hea.dqtlarters at Drvar. !!!his mialton val made 

possible b;y an increase in Par-then strength. which resuJ.ted in part trom 

supp1;r drops. !1'he stronger patriot forces were able to set 'Up def1nitI 

lines of resistance. Within the areas 80 held, there were :tair11 :Qat 

stretches of land that could be made into crude landing groundB. OO 

~ee strips were aTailab1e near Drvar at various times in April. 51 

b;y JUlr there were 16. and bT May 1945 lome 36 strips had been used in 
52

YugoSlavia alone. 

!l'he :Balkan Air !ferminal Semco (~S) was organized by HAAF to 

locate and to operate suitable landing grounds in Yugoslavia after the 

--~--,-_._-~-_." 
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Partisans had prepared the :first stripe. !fbi. semce came under the 

J3aJ.kan Air Force in June 1944. but by that time :BATS had been operating 

for several weeks. Nine :BATS landing gro'Und parties, alao know as 

:Brittlh Air 'lermiDal Seotion8. were organized but OJUf five became opera­

53tional. Each aection was composed of an officer and :five or six men. 

Their equipment val light. to permi'lt the highest mobillty: a VeIT pistol, 

paraffin oil. a !>ortab1e radio. AJ.d.ia lampl, S-phonea, a 1W.reka set, and 

a Jeep and trailer. 54 !he 1andtl1& ground part)t' aided in selecting and 

prEjparing strip•• guided plane. to the grounds, prepared cargo and per­

- ~ sonnel for emeua.tion, and orpuh:ed Partis.ans to 'Unload and load 0-4'7 t I. 

!rhe lJ1lCce., ot :BATS partiel is indicated in part b;r the nUlllber of 

.UClce.dul landings carried out by "P8clal dutT aircraft. From April 

1944 to Ma7 1945. the 51st Troop Carrier Wing completed 846 landing 

missions in Yugoslavia out of 1.058 attemph; and Ruedan. ::British. and 

South AfrlONl 0-4'l l s coap1eted 618 mhdons out of '701 attempt.~a;e "', 
.~-- - ~ - ~-+-,,---..-~--,.-"'" -

QIm. 154)- These parties operated under many diffiCUlties and often had 
I 

/ to sU8pem activities to eTade the 81'1eJ111'. No.1 :BATS part;y arriTe4 at; -L-;-~ 

;' Medeno P013~~ on 15Mq-1944. Its operat-lo~lS attr~ted eJl8Jll7 
I 
, attention. and 10 days later a German bombing attack forced the part;r 

to abandon the landing ground. After failing to set 'Up a .trip at 

Tic8TO the group put one in operattoJ1 at Preodac t which .oon sutt.red 

the fate of the Medeno PolJe strip. On 9 d'W1e No. 1 ::BATS partY' was 

, evacuated trom ficevo. where it had finally auaceeded in gett1118 a land­

ing ground into opera.tion. and it remained in Ita17 until 21 June. On 
.... A 

.~Tj~ -
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10 J'UlT. ahortl;r after rea'lUDing operations at T!ce'YO. the part7 vas 80.,.121 

driven out 'bY" enemy action. Th1. time the German. parle.a. tank. on the 

1teld. :87 18 Jul7. Ubdina .trip was in. operation; but the Gerun. per­

66 ...'1.,tated and compelled \he part,. to move again on 9 Augud. Oll.Uer putt.e 

bad simler experiences. No. 3 :BATS partT vent to :Berane at the enll at 

Hay 1944, where ParUslms were 10 efficientlY orpn1zea that the,- were 

able to load and unload an. aircraft in 10 m1nut... Atter a Iihor~ period 

ot operation, 'Bel'8Z1e was closed by- 8J18l111' action. :Better l'UClt amteel 

the party at GrabnoTtca., where it 18Dded on a/3 September. The part;y'. 

leader directed improveJllent ot the Itrip and kept :1 t in operation unt1l 

heaq rains lIet in. 51 lio. 6 :BATS part;y arr1ved at Ga.1ev1 from Bart on 

19 Jul:1'. Four d.a78 later the Germans bOJllbed the landing ground and on 

as Jul7 carr1ed out two lIevere attack.. Treacher7 must have plaTed a 

part in this .trike, tince the bombers followed the pany in its IIOT.I. 

!he Ga3ev1 .trlp had to be g1'V'eJ1 up earl)" in Al,1g'l1s\. but the same part)" 

kepi a .trip open at Sllna. until rains 0108ed it late in October. 58 

No.7 BATS partT landed at Nooln on 14 Jul.7. wal attacked b7 grcnmd troops 

d:r: dI(r. later, and. then bombed 1nterm1ttent11 for a 1llOnth. TUo'. t1'00],)8 

were able to proteot the field until heavy ra111s caused it to be abandoned 

in December. 59 Thess .%penences were typ1cal in :B.A,fS operations .. 

~e beat af.torts of BATS parties could not remove the two greatest 

hazards to aircraft using the fields at n1OJ.t. In add! tion to the 

danger from enemy niBht..f1~ter8. the terrain factor cauRed constant 

tension among aircrevs. Moet of the fields vere 10 located that only 

one approach wa.s possible. Failure on tha.t one attempt meant 8. wrecked 
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plane and. death or injury tor Us ocoupants. No ni,pt-:t'lJiD€ facl1itie. 

ex:teted. except tor fires to mark the ru4e rwlwa)'ll or an ocoas1onal 

eleetrlc flare-path. 6O Nevertheless t n19lt landinge steadily increased') 

in number. , J 

•
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Ohapter IV 

SUPPLY OPERA.~IONS TO WTEBN JIl'IIOPE AND POLAND 

OARPJi7l:BAGGER opera.tions from the Un! ted Kingdom fell into tvo period•• 

:Beginning in Janua17' 1944, the AJ3 dellvered 8'U:J?plies to re.tsii831ce groups 

in Jrance t Denmark. Norway, :Belglumt 8.114, Rolland. Host of the lortie. 

vere noW. to support patriots in northern France. ~e Maqma of Haute-

Savoie and other mounta.inous area. were 8upplied trom the NoditerZ'aD.88Jl 

theater until afhr the lfo1'lllanQy invasion; then large BWIlbera 01" !1ghth 

Air Force bomber. vere diverted. from strategic milsions to make a serle. 

ot mass drops. Bombers on shuttle mi.sions that terminated. a.t ll.us.ian 

bates also dropped a 'mall quantity of WUPPlie, to the defenders ot 

t1arsaw. but most 0'1 the missions to Poland were carried out by :RAJ' and 

Polish planes. !rhe first period ot OAllPmAGGD mi88ion. ended in 

September 194:4. after which there was a lUll of three month•• followed 

by emall-Icale aeth-ity until the last two months ot the war in Em-ope. 

Th1s second period vas characterized 'b7 an increase in the percentage of 

sorties flown. to Denmark and No1'Wa7. two cOlmtries which. had rece1ved. 

only a. amall quantity of euppllee iD. cOI:lparllon nth thole deU...el'ed. to 

F1'W1ee. 

While the 36th and 406th. :Bomb Squadrons were completl»g thelr train­

1ngt the 1lAF :Bomber OOlDllland bore the enUre burden ot ltt,Pply operations 

trom the Un!ted Kingdom. In December 1943 AAF participation in euppl1' 
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missions va.s confined to tra1n1ne flights w1th British crews, and no 

American planes dropped to Partisans during the month. l !!!he OJ.:RElm:BA.GGER 
~ ~	 ? 

squadrons, with six J3-24D t s operational out 01 the 12 &nl&Usd. .... new 

their first muion. to !ranee trom Temp.ford on the nicht of' 4/5 Janua17 
3 

1944. At the aame time. the Brithh. had 25 aircraft regULar17 al8igned. 

to special operation•• 4 J37 22 Januar:r. the 36th and 406th :Bomb Squadrons 

thad 18 :8..24 t 8 on hand, of which 12 were operatiOnal.5 

The first month t s operations by the Carpetbaggerlil vere largely in 

the nature of trial runl. Headquarters and the two squadrons attempted 

11 sorties, of which e1t;ht were completed. In Februa17, the effort 
-'l 

increaled to 56 sorties which contributed 2L comp1et1one.J)ee J.pp. '2). \ 

J\ comparison of .w sorties with the RA.F effort reveals t~:;-gb.th\ 
Air Force was pla71ng a emaJ.l role in	 supply opera.tions during this \ 

period. The BAF 8Zl.d" the AU together	 flew 234 succe.IM lorties out 

o:r	 547 attempts from 1 December 1943 to 1 March 1944, and all but 29 of
 

6
the completed. milsion. were b1' the IlAF since the Carpetbaggers did 110'1; 

start 'tUltil January 1944. In the next three months. Carpetbaggers 1n­

orea8ed their effort and allO 1mpro'Vsd the percentage of completion.: 

?
213 were succe.sfUL out of 368 attempts. liearl;r all of theae mi al10na 

were flown to groups in France north ot a line through Netz, !ro;rel. and 

Orleans and west along the L01re pJ.:veia ~ 1b.e RAF allO f1'~ 
9 

m.ost ot t ts sorties to this area. 

The dlsparlt,. between AAJ and :RAJ' eccompl1shmentB in special opera.­

tions arollBed concern in Washington. ~e Joint Chiefs of Sta.1'f sent a 
, 

ca.ble to GenerAl Eisenhower in April 1944, reporting that the :Dr! tisb.*, ~. 

~~---~---~_. -	 - --_.. - • ~-".~~~-~~~~~_I 
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seemed to be receiving credit for all tha.t was being done in supplying 

resistance groupe, and that the United States was e~.=ted of being 

opposed to the arming of patriots. To correct thll error, the JOB 

directed General Eisenhower iio equalize the ettort between the AA:1 ana. 

the RAJ insofar as it was consistent with the requirements o~ militar,r 

opera.tions,lO J:benhower replied that 60%/80 hea.dquarteri 1u London 

was re-x>onlible for arming resistance gro1J;ps in SHAU'. area. and. call.­

trolled delivery ot supplies to France from both the Un1 ted Kingdom and 

the Hed!terranean theater. The Carpetbaggers had 33 aircraft available 

for SOEjOO, while the RAJ' had 22 regularl;y a.signed. RAF .ortie. vere 

greater than those of the Oarpetbaggers because I in accordance w1 th an 

agreement between Churchill and General De Gaulle I the Brithh were mak­

ing another 65 planes amIable monthly for supplying the French. The 

EiE;hth Air Force had planned to increase the permanent a.ss1gl:lment ot 

:B-24 Uarpetbaggers by 25. In the matter of suppliel. General lllhen.b.over 

reported that the SOE!SO stockpile vas principally :British. that many 

British items alrea.q were in patriot hands, but that American resources 
11 

were being drawn upon more hea.v11)'. .A. 1a.ter menage ex,pla1ned that to 

the end of April. OSS had ssc:ured len than 22 tons of' supplies from 

the United 8tate8 and. the British had provid.ed 1.28,2 tons. h llrl:t:bn, 

of course. had recelyed lome 01 these supp11es through. lend-lease. CSS 

followed the practice ot getting from the Uniteel States only those 1 t •• 

which were lupeno!' to :Br1thh manufacture or which vere in mort 81lpp1T. 

In addit10n to these lupplies. SOJI del1Tered up to 240 tone I:l.onthlT to 

the OSS packing station. However. OSS va. increadng its requests for 

.. 
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Amenoa.n :1tema. 

Add1tion or the 788th and. SOOth :Bomb Squadrons to the OARPE.aAGGER 

801st Bomb Group in ~ per.m1tted a aharp increase in ~cce.stul 80rties 

for the next three and ane-halt months. In JuJ,¥, when the Carpetbagger. 

reached the peak of operations, the four aquadron. dropped at least 

4.680 containers, 2,909 pa.ckage., 1,378 bundles ot leaflete, and 82 

-Joes. - !he total ot 397 successful Borties was the higb.estl ach1eved in 

~13 (e A:pps. ~~ 

new record. Standard opera1i1ng procedure m8 violated in that alr.. 

a single month during the life of the project. "1 and!4 TO\ 

ach1eve these reeul:liI, the Carpetbaggers new miuions on 28 nishts to \ 
\ 

set a 

crai'i went out in non..moon period. and in 1.Ult'avorable weather.14 

Demands fOT supplies in the area viaHed by the Oarpetbaggers de.. 

crea8ed somewhat 1n August, while the req,uirements of southern hance 

were met by special mass drops. NeTertheless, the 492d :Bomb Gro1Jp new 

at least 337 successful Borties in AueuBt, again concentrating on France.15 

Ocoupa.tion of most of Fra.nco and :Belgi'Wll in September 1944 broU&bt Ml­

scale Oarpetbagger operations to an end with the sorties !low. on the 

16
night of 16/17 September. :By that time the 492d Gr01;Ep had completed 

17
2SB sortieS!. 

When O.J.:WmAGG:Bm. millions came to au end temporarily, the 4924 

:BOlI1b Group then modified 1tB planes tor ferr~ng ga8011ne to France, an 

operation which vas com,pleted in October. Verbal orders were received 

on m Octooer to prepare three squadronl for medium-altitude night­

bombing mhs1ons. !rhe 856th Squadron. howeTer. remained on OA11PJ.lInAGGER 

work and received the groupte tour 0...1:7 I s for eTacuat10n of aircrew. 
:~l ---­

-~-..., 

_~~>~ >~. _~~~~~ ~_~~_J~__ > 
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from .A.nn8CT to the Unlted Kingdom. 001. Hudson R. upbam beC8llle cO%lDll8Zlding 

officer of the Carpetbaggers 121 November. but hi. control over the 856th I. 

~QPI-~ , 

SqlJadron was purely nominal. ~8 unit operated pract1aalli" &8 an in- .- ~ ,.t r 

dependent squadron under ass direction. Seven crews of the squadron were 

sent on detaChed service to the 406th Bomb Squadron at Chedd1ngton for 

leaflet dropping; four of these crews returned to Harrington in the 

middle of December t and. the others remained a.t Chedd1ngton for about a 
l8 

month more. 

Although the 8E6th Squadron flew two sorties to the !fetherland.s :trom 

10 Uovember to 8 December. its OABPmBAGGEE. missions were not resumed 

to anY' exhnt u.txt 11 31 Deoember. Then one :8-24 dropped Bupplhs and. 

personnel over llorwq, and two flew to Denmark. By 5 March, the 856th 

Squadron bad completed 4J. sorUes to these countries, the effort be1J18 

about equallT divid6d between them. At the lame time, RAF sup,ply droppers 

completed 402 sorties to Denmark and Norway.19 The 866th :Bomb Squadron 

returned to the control of the 492d :Bomb Group on 14 March. and there-

a.fter all three squadrons were to be a1'ailable 'for both apec1a1 operation. 

and bombing. a::l The 859th :Bomb SqWi.dron. as stated in Ohapter II, h&d 

moved to Italy in December 1944. 

C.AEJ?ETliAGGER activities were inter~ted again when persozmel of the 

~56th and SOOth Squadrons were sent to DiJon, France to drop agents into 

Ge:rmany. This project continued from 19 March to 26 April. and resulted 

in 54 successful lortl$8. 21 The crews remaining at Harrington during 

this period continued to concentrate their efforts on Norway and. DeDIl8rk. 22 

Many of the m18sions to Norway were for the p~ose Q1 dropping 8mall 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

65 

23
parties ot Norweg1e:a-8,Pealdng paratroopers on the Swedish border. 

The Carpetbaggers ".re not a.1.one in fl11ng millions to Norway. In 

liovember 1944 the INorwepan Project" was inetttuted at the requee.t of 

the Norwegian Government-in-Exile to transport poUce troops. suppl1es, 

and a field hoepltal trom northern Sweden to Kirkenes. The project ._ 

organiled by the tT. S. milUar,. atta.ch' to Sweden, :Brig. aen. Alfred. A. 

!Celsler t Jr" and 1I&S commanded by 001. :Bernt Dalchen. Ten 0-47'. and 

crews from USS1'AF were based at Kallax airfield near Lulea. Sweden and 

begen opera.tions on 12 J'anuar7 1945. Most of the police out!!t and the 

field hospital vere transferred to Xirkenes b;r 18 Januar7, but the 0-47 t • 

remained in operation until 3l July. :By that time tbe,- had flown 672 

sorties and landed 1,418 men and more than 1.181 tons of lupplies at 

Bodo, Xautokeino, Xirk:enell, and 13a:D$k. In addition. the 0-47 1• 

24
dropped 41.3 tons of luppli&8 to patriot groups. Those 0-47 missions, 

except for a :few from fielda in liberated France, were pract1cally the 

only special operation. Irom the United nneaorn in "hich 'UDa.1'med and 

unarmored AU aircraft participated. 

A statistical s'Ullll1ary ot the CAEPETBAGGER project cannot reveal its 

intensely dramatie character, for much of that drsma ea.me from eneounter8 

with night fighters, from planes shot down by concealed antiaircraft 

batteries. and from the e:lq)loits at crevs in escaping capture or in 

fighting alongside the Maquil. Far greater interest center. tEpon the 

reception committee. waiting ten.elf for tbe Bound of a B_a4t,_ motore; 

upon German patrols attempting to break up the Underground organization; 

and upon the acta 01 sa.botage made possible b,. airoorne supplies. The 
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Oarpetbaggers 81on8 are credited wUh haTing delivered 20.495 container. 

and 11.174 packages of supplies to the patriots of western and north­

we.tern Europe. Hore than 1.000 "Joes" parachuted trom. the :a-~' IS into 

enemy territory. ~o accompli sh these rel1Jlta, the Carpetbagcers 

cOll!P1eted 1.860 sorties out of 2.857 attempts. From January 1944 to 

the end. of April 1945, 2S :8-34'8 were 1oGt--an average of one to "817 

74.4 successful Borties-ana eight were 80 badl7 damaged by enemy action 

that	 they were no longer fit :for combat and were written oft. Per.onnel 
-t 

lOBI•• toWed 208 JIlias:tng and killed and one slight1;y 1Iolmded. 4$,.-

AWl.~ Man1" at thOS8 listea &8 masing were helped b7 the tTnderground 

and la.ter returned to Barrington after escaping from enemy territory. 

~ African hm!l:z ~ .tlut MAws 2Jl §M.them lruclt 

Resistance grO'UJ?8 in southern l!'rance reeetoyed their Ilupplies from 

bases in North Africa and the United Kingdom. Until June 1944. RAJ' and 

AAF bombers based near Algiers supplied southern France, while the 

Carpetbaggers at Harrington and RAJ' bOllbers at Temp.ford wpplied the 

northern area. Apart from an;y question arla1ng froll theater boundaries, 

several reasons m~ be advanced tor supplying southern France from North 

Africa.. D1 stance wa.s one of the principal factors. since Marseille 1s 

more than 700 miles from Barrington but less than 500 miles from Algiers. 

:1:'0 reach an area eqm.d1stant frolll Harrington and Algiers. m:rcra:tt from 

the Un!ted Xint.>dom would be compelled. to fly over n'UllleroUII antiaircraft 

dei"eneee; but aircraft from Algiers could serTe the lame area with much 

less exposure to en~ action. Other factors to be considered were 

.\. 

--~-~~~~. ~-~_..	 .. 
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the congestion of air traffic from the United Kingdom over occupied 

Europe. the avai1ab111ty of sui table airdrome. in England. the ded1'\­

ability of dispersing supply dumps, and the advantages to be gained 

from variations in weathE'r. Among these factors. that of distance was 

probably the most important. since Eil!tlth Air Force stra.tegic bombers 

card ed out ma.ss drops to south. central France and to the VosgeS from 

June to September 1944. 

Operation.s to southern :France 'Were on a very 11m!ted Jcale until 

after the fall of Corsica in September 1943. Then the British left a 

sma.ll detaclment of 624 Sq'lJadron at BUds. near Algiers to institute 

25regular missions to that area. 331 t1l1$ time SOEfOSS agents were 

~perating among the Maqui. and sending in requests tor supply drops. 

The small British detachment at :Bl1da ta.iled to achieve much success in 

meeting these requests because weather conditions were unfavorable. 

During the period from 1 October to 31 December 1943 t there were onlj" 

seven successful sorties from B11da to southern France. 26 In order to 

take advantage 01 14aqui s poten.tialities. the Allied leaders decid.ed to 

increa.se the delivery- of' supplies. In Feb1"Ua!7 1944 t 624 Squadron con­

centra.ted its entire strength at Bl1da. t and steps were begun to 

activate the l22d :Bomb Squadron2'1 in order that the .AJ3 might have a­

part 1n tne work. By Mq 1944 tAis newly formed sQ.uadron vas in fUll 

opera.tion and llAF-AAF activ1 ties were being coordinated. bj" the Special 

Projects Qparatione Center (SPOO).~a 

~e 122d ]omb Squadron tully lived up to General Eakerls e~ecta­

tions. During May the squadron put up 72 Borties, of which 45 succeeded. 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



__ __

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

68 

Wea.ther a11d. poor navigation caused aome failures. but inability to contact 

reception commlttee~ waJ the prlncl~al reaZJU for incomplete mlss1ons. 29 

Navigational errors were reduced by providing rec~t1on committees with 

m.ore Euraka.s; lack of reoeption was 1'8Jl1edied. by designating ttdUl!1,l)lng 

grounds" as alternate targets. In areas selected i'or dumping there 

were few Germans. and the Maqu!s could recover the supplies when field 

agents were informed by" radio ot the pinpoints where the supplies had 

been dUlltpea. !Chis practice enaed in August when GenaaD. withdrawal {!f!J.va 

30the ltaqu1s greater freedom of movement. The 8B5th (formerly 12M) 

and No. 6~ Squadrons at Blida. were aided in July by !to. 36 Yellington 

Sq'lln.dron, 'Ahicl:i was relieved from its antisubmarine patrol. lTith this 

increase in stren&~h the nur~ber of successful missions rose perceptibly 

at a. critical time for A11i~d opera.tions in France. 31 

Sinee missions to the Maquis differed little except in details, OD.~ 

experience o;f' the 885th :Bomb Squadron ~ be taken as typical. On the 

night of 12/13 August. leBs than three days before the Seventh Army 

in.vasion, the squadron \faS assi~ed the task of d.elivering last-minute 

sU2Pl1es to the Maqu1s and of drop.£ling leaflets ov~r French cities to 

alert the pa.triots 0:£ the lower Bhone Valley and along the coast. Eleven 

aircraft took off from :BUcla in a moonless night. flew individually to 

e their assif;lled pinpoints I and dropped. 67,000 Ibs. of a.lllIl1un1tion and 

supplies, 18 "Joes." and 225 ,000 leaflets. The squadron received *' J., 

Pres1n.ential Unt t CitR.t1on for thi s aohievement.32 

As was true wi th the Carpetbaggers from England. Allied. successes 

,_~_~~~~_~~~~~. ~~_~ ~_~~ ~~~J 
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in Franoe reduced the nULloer ot sorties from Africa to the Maquis after 

the middle of September. ~e S85th :Bomb Squadron. in. ita operations 

from. 5 June to 13 September 1944. completed 484 sorties out of 607 

atteupts. dropped 193 "Joes.!I and delivered 2.514.800 lbs. of arms 

and ammun1tlon. 33 SUbsequent missions from Italy raised these totals 

considerablY. ~e comb1nea :RAF-AAF eftort resuJ. ted 1n a total of 1.129 

suc4essful sorties from 1.714 attem:ph, "rbioh droppea 678 "Joes" and 

34 a gross weight of 1.978 tons. In all of these operations from North 
a,~L 

Africa in 1944. the :RAF suffered eight a.iroraft lost ~ the 885th 

Bomb Squadron lost one :B..24. 35 

Definite results of su;ppl;r drops to southem France are d1tf1cu1t 

to list categorica.lly. Sone indication of !,.ta.quis importance is 1'e­

vealed by two facts: when the Allies were breaking out of the Oherbourg 

:.>enlnsula., Y.a.quis in the Vercors ene;aged the :f'u11 attention of' the 9th 

Panzer Division; and the 11th Panzer Division 'fas held south of Li-noges 

because the main railroads around '2011louse, Oabors, :Brivet and Limoges 

were blown and all of the main highways had been m:1ned. 36 In other-' - "/ 

areas. French patriots created \ddespread confusion a.mong enemy uni ts)
'/ 

11u.a ~ llz .thB. ad. ~ Dirt e1Qz:L ~ Southern Fran" 

The E1ghth Air Force greatly increasea the quanti ties of supplies 

delivered to the 1,raquis bV fiyiDg more than 150 successful Borties in 

the pertod from 25 Jue to 9 September 1944. These cr!tical wee..~s in 

the invasion of France found the Haquis fighting with ever-increasing 

~---~--"~--_.~----~.~~~.~--
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streng~ to divert en~y att~ntion and committing numero~8 aots of 

sa.botage to hinder German. troop movement\'! toward the battle area.s. In 

the fight	 for St. Lo. which ended on 18 July. French :Forces ot the 

Int erior (PF!) prevented large numbers of Germ:m troops from reinforcing 

hard-pressed un1 ts; in the Seventh. Army's drive northward to;.rard Lyon, 

the FF1 protected its right flank. Su:pplies delivered b~1' special duty 

aircraft from Uorth Africa. and. the United Kingdolll were insufficient to 

support such activities; but by diverting :B-17 1 s from strateg:1c bombing, 

the ~gb.th Air Force was able to deliver the additional q:uantities re­

quired by	 the l::a.q'Uis. 

Shortly after the Normandy 1uv'ls1on, Spee1al Force Headq:uarhrs 

{SFR~) on 13 June advised SHA:ii3 tha.t the :·Ia.qu1s laek:ed only s'Upl'lies to 

enable them. to play an important role in the battle for France.31 The 
- ----..,. ~ 

Underground already controlled. four departments ,\ ana. figh.ting was in I 

38 
progress in several others. A cons6rTat1ve estima.te placed. the number 

of armed !-!aquis at 16,000 and the number awaiting arms at 31,800. 

Potential rearu! ts would raise the total to more than 100,000. 39 :By 

extending the range of their missions to Ohateauro'UX and the Oantal area 

southeast of Limoges. the Carpetbaggers could wntain about 13.500 

14a.quis in	 south central France; but by di7erting :B-17 I s to the extent 

•	 of 340 sorties monthl,.. an additional 34,000 could be maintained in that 

area. SFH~ pointed out that before 13 J'lme the FFI had made cuts on 

pra.ctically everJ important railway in southern France and had blocked 

man;}'" highways. Virtual control of all soathern :France seemed possible i 

•.	 __~__~~~~ ~_~-
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even partial control would th.reaten all enom;v comm'Ullicatlons in the area, 

endanger the Franco-Ital1an border, pose a :Bordeaux beachhead, divert 

German effort from lTorrna.na..v. and provide an llairhead1t on the Oontinent 

:for the reception of .airborne troops. 40 

These arguments convinced. SHA1ilF that the effort should be made. On 

15 June. the Eighth Air Force designated 75 J3-l7 l s for supply work. but 

three days later General Doolittle was ready to provide a minimum of 

180 :B_l?t s . ~he 3d Air Division, which acoepted the task. assigned five 

wings of 36 airoraft ea.ch to the first operation. Crews received hast;v 

training in OAP.:fETBAGGllR methods. while SFRQ. transported loaded oont:dners 

to airdromes. made arrangem.en.h vith the Uaquis t and selected the targets 

most in need of supplies. Each of the five wings couJ.d arm 1.000 to 

1,000 men with rifles. mQchlne guns. rocket 1auncherl!l. ammunition. 

41grenadeB. and side arms.

Five target areas were selected for Opera.tion ZEBRA. the :t'1rBt mass 

drop by :B-17 ' s to the :,faquis. In the Oantal area. west of the !U1one, 

heavY fighting had been going on sinoe 3 June. S'upJllies were exhausted. 

and units froll North .A:f'rioa. could not rep1en1Sl1 them quickly. Southeast 

of Limoges C~'8.rget 1 t loIa.!J 3). llll uprising by the Maquis had stopped rail 

traffic on J)...day. but subsequent :f1ghting had exhaustea. patriot s11pT,l11es. 

In the Vercol"s (Target 4. I.lap 3) the entire popUlation was in revolt. 

Southeast of Dljon (Target 2. Map 3). the ~~qu1s were unUSually active 

in. disrupting traffic. ~e mountainous Ain area. (!I'arget 3, M.a.:!? 3) vest 

of Geneva was pra.ctleaJ.ly lioerated by 14 June. but a German drive forced 

the Maquis back into more inaccessible groUD.d; the department of' Haute­

........~~.~ ~.. ~-~~--~~ ._-~~
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Savoie south of Geneva vas alltlost entlre1y under ITI control by 18 June. 

Fighting in these :f'iva regions had reduced Maquia supplies to a danger­

ously low leve1.42 

Orig.Lna.lly scheduled for 22 June. Operation ZEBBA was postponed 

three days by unfa.vorable weather. Then. with fighter esoort provided 

bV the VIiI Fighter Command. 180 :B-1"" took off a.t about 0400 on. 25 

June in clear weather. On'S plane was lost to flak, another wa.s shot 

down. by an enemy fighter. and two othere failed to complete the mission. 

However, all but three of the :B-17' s made successful drops and del!vered 

2,077 containers to four ta.rgets (Nos. 1. 2. 3. and 4. Map 3).43 

Operation CADILLAC, the seoond mass drop 'by :B-17' s of the 3d. A:1r 

JJ1v1s1on. took plaee on 14 July. At this time, with the battle for St. 

Lo 
h 

approachinG its climax, the Haq'Uis could give valuable asshtance b;y 

contin'U1ng to disr1lpt enemy troop movements and by engaging the marlmum 

n'UI:lber of GerlUSn forces. Fighting was hea-r.r in the Vercors, 'Where the 

Nazis were making a strong effort to eliminate the threat to their COlmlu.­

nloat1ons northward in the :Rhone and Sa.~ne 'Valleys, southwest of ~on­

sur-SaSUe. and in the area south of Limoges. Operation OADI~O was 

plann~d to deliver supplies to Saven points 1n these three regions. 

Nine wings of 36 B-1?' s each were a.ssigned to OADILtAO 1 and. e~ct1 wing 

prepared six sIlares to enaure a maximum drop.44 The B-17' 8 took 01f 

at about 0400 from nina airdromes, picked up a :fighter escort of 524 

P...51' s and P-47 IS. and :flew to their targetB. The only enemy oppodtiOD. 

was that offereel b~ some 15 Ne-109's which attacked southwest of Paris. 

Together the bombers and fighters claimed nine of the Me-109 1 s shot down. 

-
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tvo prooa,oles. and tlu.-ee damaged.46 '!'va of the :B-1? 1 S landed on. the 

Normandy beachhead~ and only one other suffered major damage. 47 SeTenty­

two :B-1" 1 S 01 two wings dropped 860 containers on the Vercors plateau 

(Tarcet 4. 1Ia.J? 3), and one wing C!ropped 429 containers southwest 01 

(J~on-sur-Ss:Sne (41arget 5. J.fnp 3) ~ The remaining 214 3_17 1s dropped 

2,491 containers on five targets (Nos. 1. 6, 7. 8. and 9. Map 3) in the 

L1moges-brive areE'.• 4.B Practically all 0'£ these 3,780 containers, 

representing nearly 500 tons of £aPPlies, were reoovered by reception 

committees. !rhiF outstanding ach!t!vement brouE;ht commendations trom 
49

Genernl Ehenhower and from General Spaah. 

A third mass droP. Operation :BUICK, occurred on 1 A'tlgUst 1944. The 

3d .Air Division assigned five wings of 39 :13-17 1 13 ea.ch to drop on four 

targets. One wing went to the Ch'thon-sur-Sa'one area (Target 5. Map 3) ~ 

where the FFI bad won control over the department of Sa-ane et Loire by 

using munitions delivered on 14 July; another wing dropped 451 containers 

west of Geneva (!L'arget 3, Map 3). In Savoie in the Alps. 5.000 Hactu1s 

had :f"o'Ught an eieht-da~ battle with an equal number of the enemy in 

January 1944. !rhe patriots were forced to dissolve their organization 

beca.use their s"Pplies were exhausted.; but they reorga.n1 zed in }!.a.~r and 

had 5,000 waitine for a.rms. To this gro'ta."P. 39 3-l7's dropped 463 

cont~iners (Target 10, Map 3). and 75 ]-17 I s delivered 899 containers to 

Haute-Savoie (Target 11. V~p 3). In all, 192 B-17 1s made successful 

sorti,.!! to drop 2.281 containers at a cost of' six planes slightll 

damaged. 50 Important t.hougb. the~· were, these ma.s£ drops represented 

only part of the effort directed to southern ~rance. Sorties by the 
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RAF from :England. and by the squadrons based in North Africa resulted in 

the delivery of 4.333 tons of arms and amtIlunition to the FFI from 6 June 

to 1 Augnst 1944. 51 

One other Eigp.th Air Force operation which. supplemented thE> regular 

supply drop:ping 1 s worthy of note. !rhi s took place on 9 September to a 

drop zone 25 miles I!louth of :BesBng.on (Target 12. Map 3). :By this time 
. 

the DI controlled a. score of departments anil were growing stronger. 

The ra.pidlY moving Seventh A:rIr!:¥ had overrun many of' the regula.r drop 

zones; but the Besa.nqon a.rea, on the route to :Bel:fort and Colmar. vas 

not yet cleared of the Germans. To this drop zone. 81;1: groups of 1a 

52
:8-17' B ea.ch dropped 810 contdners. 

The claim has been made that these large-ses1e daylight operations 

by the Eight}) Air Force proved tluot such missions were "not only possible 

out were more econo~ca1 and	 praotical than night-time operations con­

53
ducted for the same purpose. II This contention implies a sweeping 

indictment of mght missiont: nO'M11 b:- the Carpetbaggers and by" othe:r air­

craft regularly eltployed on sIlecla.1 operntlons. an indictment that fail. 

to consider several iraportant fa,ctors. A principal objective of SOEfOSS 

operations we.s that of keeping small resistance grou;ps active o'\"er a 

wide area. !lhesa groups would tOI'lll the nuclei of large forces when the 

time came for a general uprldng in support of an Allied invasion. The 

P.AF and ..uF from the Unitod Kingdom and North Atrica were able to deliver 

sufficient supplies and agents to aChieve this objective before the 

I"Orll1and~~ invasion. Then. when mass drops were necessar~· to support the 

general uprising. the :']iehth	 Air .l!orce ."as called in. and by then the 
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diversion from strategic bombing was not serious. The succ:eu of mans 

drops, therefore I actually empha.shes the fact that smll-scale night 

missions over many months had k~t the resistance mOVell1ent alive in 

Franca. 

Supply Missions ~PQland 

Supply of the Underground in Poland was carried out principally b1' 

P.AF and Pol1sh a.ircraft from the Uni ted Kingdom, North ~r1ea, and Ita.ly. 

Deliveries from the Mediterranean theater began on a very small scale 
, 

in January 1944, apparently by ~c 1586 Polish Flight. whieh had arriTed 

at 3lida. in November 1943. The effort grad.ually increa.sed vi th RAF aid 

until in Hay 1944, 76 succBssful sorties out of 122 attempts dropped 82. fI 

tons of supplies. 54 

During this period the nAF was a.ho flying supply mhsions to 

Poland. frol:1 thE' United :Kingdom. In February 1944, t~ :British proposed 

to make 62 aircraft ava1lable to help the Polish Parthanl\ and asked 

that the United States mateh this assignment; but General Spaatz wns 

opposed to the diversion of any morc pl~cs frotl strategic bombing. ~5 

The 81tuation cb2J1ged considerably in August 1944 when Russian 

armies reached the vicinity of Warsaw. Again. tt.e Foles requested an 

increase in aid when the Undergro'lUld in Warsaw rose in open warfare 

against the Gemans. Gellere.l :!"aker, after studying t.l:le poss1bil1ty of 

daylight drops by the Fifteenth Air Force, concluded that the danger was 

too great. No figJ,ter cover could be provided for the target areas, 

which were 770 miles from Fifteenth Air Force ba.ses and beyond the range 
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AAFRH-21. 76 

of heavy bomber6 unle6S equipped 'With bosnb-bay tanks. All he could 

promise was to use 'the night efforts of' special operations to th~ maxi­
56 

mum. General Sps.atz suggested that a supply drop might be combined 
57 

with the next shuttle mission trom the United Kingdom to Russia, but 

the prinoipal effort in August seems to have come trom MAAF. All avail­

able aircraft were assigned to the work. Two squadrons of the 205 Bomb 

Group (RAF) and 148 Squadron (RAF) supplemented the activity or 1586 

Polish Flight. These units succeeded 1n completing 84 or 170 attEmpted 

sortief3; but delivery of 100 net British tons (2,200 Ibs.) resulted in 
5S 

the loss of 30 aircraft. In September the entire 205 Group participated 

in supplying Warsaw, but the effort was smaJ.l. Less than 23 tons were 

delivered by 19 success1'ul sorties in 47 attempts. Of the 10 aircrart 
59 

lost, 8 were by 1586 Polish Flight. 

The Eighth Air Force made one mass drop to Warsaw. On 18 September 

three groups of' 110 B-17' s were dispatched~ of which 107 dropped 1,284 

containers, with the loss of two planes. The B-17's, protected by one 

of the three groups of escorting P-51' S J continued on to Ruadan bases 
60 

and then returned to the United Kingdom via Italy. This drop lfaS 

61 
reported as having achbved a high degree of succesl!I J .but the 

Russians claimed that at least 50 per cent of all supplies dropped 
62 

by the Ril.F and AAF fell into Geman hands. The mission or IS September 

had afforded some relief, and the Russians had delivered a few tons ot 

supplies, mostly food, from 13 to 18 September; but General Spaatz 
63 

reported that further drops were urgantly needed. General Arnold did 

not favor a continuation of the Polish missions because they detracted 

from our offensive eftort and subjected the AAF to poll.ible heavy los8e8,. 
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Arq further assistance. he bel1e...ed. should be dependent upon the date 

54 
of relief of 'NarsaW. A.t the end of September General ~shall believed 

that at least one more mission should be made to relieve the de~erate 

slt~tion in Warsaw. 65 but it was too late for a trickle ot supplies to 

be of much assiatance to the city. 

Small deliveries of supplies continued to reach the Polish Under­

grO'Wld. from Italy. 4J:he :l?ol1sh Flight completed three sorties in Zl 

attempts during October. and 34 Squalh'on (SAAF) lost two Liberator~ in 

66
completing one sortie in dx attempts. Only 301 Polish Squadron 

(fomerly 1586 Polish Flight) new to Poland in Uovember. In conplet1ng 

67tour of 15 sorties. the squadron dropped lees than si~ net ~ritt8h tons. 

-- Att~r Dec~b9r 1944, ~eu nine of 25 sorties waro oompleted.68 the allot­

ment Qr supplies to Poland. end.ed. 

The ~ played only a Blll3.l1 pa.rt 1n spacial opera.tions to Poland.; 

alt.~ot:13h the mass drop of 18 September was a spectacular de14onstratlon, I 

its effects proba.blY' were largely mlll1fted. by cond.1t1ons which made 

f\U'ther atte;np ts 1nadvi sable. w.h11e a proper assessaent of poll tica.l 

factors lies beyond the ranee of this st":ldy. there is no doubt of their 

siO'lifica.noe. 

The quanti ty of war materials reachine: the :patriots aroused 

cond ierable anrl ety among the Nazis and caused them. to a.dopt" every 

possible means of eupprest!1on. The Gestapo tried. otten with success. 

to ferret out the Underground leaders. to introduce 1h o,m agenh among 
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the Partisans. and to ma.~e re:;?rhals against civilians in areas where 

69sabotage had been especially preval,~:a.t. 

~o prevent supply droppers from reaching their destinations. the 

enemy had to d8?end upon his antiaircraft defenses and night fighters. 

The latter were not egpecla.lly effective against the Ca.rpetbaggers. which 

still were capa.ble of self-protection even tho~ much of their armament 

had been removed.. One of the few B-24' s lost to night fighter. occ:urred 

over ]Jngland on t:!:l.e night of Z1/za June 1944 when the crew vas on a train­

ing mission. 70 Night :Ughters are aleo credited with having shot down 
• 71 

a :B-24 over norway on 7 April 1945. .Antiaircra!t defenses were more 

to be feared, althc~ routes to and from targets were selected so as 

to avoid concentrations of flak whenever possible. SometimEls the Gerillans 

were able to spring Burpr1sell. For emmple. newl of a successful drop 

to a. :Belgian target on the night of 28/29 Ma.;y 1944 caused the German!! to 

OCC"IJP;}" the DZ and adja.cent area.s. They moved mobile flak un! te into the 

region. alerted night fighters. and then waited. Belgian patrtoh were 

wu::.'ble to warn London in time to cancel a second mission sched'Uled to 

that area 1'01' the night of 29/30 May. A :B-a4 of the BOOth :Bomb Squadron 

took off from Harrington a.t 2:300 houra; at 0100 the pilot was c:tre111'lg 

over the target looking for identification signals. "Then ••• all 

hell broke 100s8 from a flak battery •• '" The aircraft was hit. and 

as it Teered. away frOIl1 the area. it lm.S attacked by a waiting JU-SS. 

which raked 1 t with 2:>m:n.cannon fire. The stricken airplane became 

enveloped in flames .. n The crew and a check-out navigator parachuted 

safely. then spent several weeks in attempting to evade capture. 72 
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A few days after this incid.ent. on the night of 4/S July, the 657th 

73Bomb Squadron lost a plane to flak over Franee. Among the 25 

OAP.P:M:BAQGER :13_24'8 lost and eight seriously damaged, one collided with 

M ~ a liaJ.ifax over the IlZ, another struck a tree when coming in too low. 

and nearly all of the others were victims of fisk. 

Far greater succesa met the German effort to capture supplies. 

Broadcasting on the Vichy radio. Philippe Henriot, Mini Gter of Informa­

tlon and Propaganda, asserted that on the night of 4 February 1944, 14 

ooxe. of arms and explosives had been d.ropped in the Dordogne De?artment; 

on 9 Feb1"Ua17. a wirelelS sat had arrh'ed; on 11 February. 18 boxes con­

tai:'ling 85 submachlne guns, 3.400 rounds of ammunition, 25 pistols. and 

qUNltitiee of explosives were parachuted at Lacelle; on 11 Fe'bruaI7t 

a.lso, 124 su'Omaehine guns wi th anmuni tion. 570 grenades. 2,000 pa.ckets 

of dynam,l te, 20 001ts. and 32 Mauser. had been dropped. in Vax Depa1't­

ment; on 13 :reb~.r;r, 41 conta.iners ......ere ca"9turod in Allier Department. 

and the ne:rt night more than 300 submaeh1ne guns and ammunition fell in 
76 

the same area. 'rhese suppl1es had been captured.. Similar broadcasts 
, 

could have been made with monotonous regularity, since about 40 per cent 

of the supplies dropped to Freneh patriots during the earlier perioda 

of operations may have fallen into Nazi hands. Sometlmaa the reception 

committees were seized with the goods in their possession, at times the 

ene.ay captured DZ I g oefore the pa.rachutes had coq;.leted their descant, 

and the Germans made a practice ot searching known drop zones. 77 It 18 

possible that the actual lOBS vas less than 40 per cent, since late in 

1944 it vas estimated that 60 per cent of the supplies were recovered 
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by the FFI. 20 per cent by the Germans. and thE' ba.lance	 by parsons 

76nost11e to the Nazi s but not :nembers of the Underground. In the 

Uetherlands and Denmark. pos s1blY' more than one...half of the supplies 

were ca.ptured,79 although a. member 0'1 the Daniell Underground assorted 

in Aug'J.8t 1944 that about one-third ot the total was an a.ccurate estimate 

80
of losses by capture. A German officer. Gen. Wal tar War11mont, asserted 

that the Nazis achieved. conclderaOle success in capturing supplies by 

listening to broadcasts and thus determining when supply droppers vere 
81due. 

Pel'si£tent efforts to track dow. leaders of the resistance a.nd Allied 

agents, to capture supplies. and to crush the Y.aqms did not prevent 

trench patriots from rendering valuable assistance in the liberation of 

th~ir country. Ca.::'ltured German genera.ls admitted that sabotage ca.used 

hea.vy damu.ge in Belgium. and northern France, in the Ehr;me Valley. and 

1n the Cantal. 82 After the Normandy inva.sion, military activ1 ties of 

the F:n were an important factor in creatins con:tusion among the rehea.t ­
83

lng l1azis. German countermeasures were inadequate to cope w1 ~ 

activities made possible by airborne supplies. 

-

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

Chnpter V 

SUPPLY OPERATIons TO TKjj] :B.A.LKANS A..~ IrA.!..Y 

In all of' occupied .:ll.n'ope, the :Balkans held. the grea.test posslb1li­

ties for special operations to succeed. ~erra.tn. the will to resist, 

strong resistance movements, Allied air supremacy, and GerllBDY's 

inab1lity to garrison the region adequately combined to make the ]alkane 

a fertile area for Partlgan activities. Far more sorties were flown to 

Yugoslavia than to any other country in Rur0l'e, and. far grea.ter quan­

tities of material were delivered. After the Nazi conquest ot Greece, 

Partisan :torces wera the only grouud troops in the :Balkans that could. 

carry on. persistent operations against the enemy~ In Yugoslavia, and 

to a lesser degree 121 Albania and Greece J the Part! sans were, in effect. 

Allied forces. The policy governing the delivery of supplies to these 

groups was complica.ted by :politica.l quarrels and even civil war. but 
. 

there was not the added complication. a« in France. of keeping raslltance 

alive \U1til it could make a concerted effort in conjunction with an 1:1­

vasion. T'J,l8 problem was one 01 supporting constant and inoreasingly 

effective military operations in an area not dest1nea tor large-scale 

Allied invasion. Supply missions to the Balkans provided quartermaster 

and ordJuw.ca services tor the Partisan groups, while their ottens!ve air 

arm consisted of Allied units based in Italy. 

Yugoslavia had considerable strategic and economic importan~e in the 

Axis plans. Its railways prOVided lines of communication to the 

81 

.."..
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Mediterranean, ita airfields could base Luftwaffe units to lJrotect the 

southern flank from attack, ita minerals wer. needed by German Indul­

tries, and its people might provide satell1te troops for garrison duty. 

The ParUsanll were able to nUllity these advantages to a. considerable 

• degree. Their resistance forced the Gerlllanl!l to give up an:- idea of 

occupying the entire cOUllt17. their attacks on railways and h1gh",ql 

required a large number of garrieon troops for protection. and their 

centerB of resistance made them the objective of several o:tfensivell. l 

Thetle achievements harmonized yell with A1l1ea. plans. Partisan efforts 

to contain and destroy enemy troops aided 1n preventing a. flov of rein­

forcements into France or Italy end required the Germans to keep 17 or 

2 
more divisionIS 1n the :BaJ.kens. The active resistance movement 1n 

YUl,:osla.v1a and Albania. UkM!'Ie aided in protect1ng the Adria.tic flank 

of Allied armis. in ItalY'. 

f.iarsbal ~lto, chief of the Partisans, obtained his suppliea from 

various sources to the end of 1943. A considerao1e quantity of a.rms 

:rernain~ in private llouesslon when the YU&Oslav ArmY' disintegrated in 

1941; some supp11es were cantured from Axis troops and from the Oetnik.; 

and large qU&ltlt1ss fell into Parthan bands 'ilhen the Ita11aI5 capitulated 

3
in September 1943. The :artthh. flying from African baBes, brou~t a 

trickle of airborne supplies to Greece, Albania, and Yugoals:'1ia, but 

4their del1veries were far too amail to meet the demand. In November 

1943. SOE/OSS aent in some 3,000 tons of' sU]!pltes by surface erat't to 

the Dalmatian eoa,st5 and planned to increa.se that form of' aid. 6 The 

supply situation became serloul in December wnen the Germans launched 
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an~th~r of their offensives to re~a1n control of Bosnl~ and the Dalmatian 

co~st. FiGhting was ineonclu3Lve 1~ 30sni~. and Partisene were suecess­

ful in the are6 south of Zaereb; but the Gerxr,ane capt'll"ed Uno, some 

40 miles nortbe~st of Split, and took the Peljesae pe~~nsula e~d the 

i sla.nils of Korcula and 1,o.Jet. ['he offend ve continued in central. :Bosnif t 

and. the Pl'u·tisf'.ns Fl,VO u:) JaJce. vlhicr they had held since Aue,ust 1943. 7 

!l:h(' Desert idr Force (D.A:F) and the l';edi terrane.uL Allied Coastal Air 

Porce (HAOAF) sent fighters, :f'1€:hter-bon:lbt"'rs. and medium bombers to 

att~~~ en~y troo, oonccntratlon~ and otber targets, 
8 

but Tito's Partisans 

needed still gr~&ter ass1~tanc~. ~helr stoCks of s~pll~s were being 

exhausted by pro2onGed operations at the close at 1943, and FAr sorties 

were Insd'fleient to Ms\':er the calls for help. The 334 ~'ling was spread­

9!ng ita e:f':forts over north Ita.ly. Greece, Albania, and Yugoslavia.. 

although. in the period from 1 Dece~J)er 1943 to 1 l'la.rch 1944 'the RAF 

completed 306 ot EJ3 sort1~s from ?rlnd1~1 to YUgoslavia to drop 524 

tons of supplies.10 The ne~d tor greater deliveries was met byasslgn-

Ing AAF 0-47' s to special opera.tions. 

Supply mhsicns by the .v.:E irom Italy DWY be divided convenicmtly 

into three periods. !nle firrt e1ttended. trOll.. 12 Februar:r to the end of 

Karch 1944. when t,.,o squadrotlEl of the S2d Troop Carrie:r G-ro'Ull. Twelfth 

A~x Force operated ~1th the 334 ~ing at Prindis1; thp second perioo. 

(rOLl April to about 10 October 1944. found the 6Otr. Troop Oarrier Group 

in actionj the ri~~l period. ehte~ding to the end of ~e war. was one 
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in which the 6:?d lJroop Carrl£r Grou;p and the 2641st Special Group carried 

the burder.. ror thfl AU. 

ment of C-~7IS to supply operationc helped to solve a critical situation. 

The Part! SWl. arm~r in Yugoslavia, wnich nuxncE;red about 200,000 in 

Septeu.ber 19~, hud been grQidng ra'p1dl~'. Xo combat these resista.nce 

forces, the Germans in r'arch 1944 had 14 P.eichewehr dividons and about 

b~ 
un equal nUIllber of :6ulgar <mo collabor£.tionht trooF£, J-"rigacUer Haclean 

was enthusla$tlc about r~rtiean pro~ects and pred~cted that the Germans 

were not l1ke1;:)' to rene,,; large-tcale attempts to liquidate THo.11 rh1e 

pronpect did. not lessen the pressure for supplies, since the Partisans 

w~r€ engaging in extensive sabotage and tneir attacks co'Uld not continue 

unless fresh storec were rpcelved. lZ General jalson ~2 determined that 

every ef!ort would be made to get the largest posslo1e volume of supplies 

into Yueoslavla,13 but the number of special duty aircraft aVhl1able in 

the ned! terran€~.n theater coUld not be ey'p6cted. to eIl9Wer all ea.lls. 

1'e tarC1esEl ot natlonsl1 t~r. the special d,;ty squadrons were asked to meet 

n variety of demands: supply dro~s to resistance gro~~s. escaped prisoners 

of war, and evaders: nickeling missions to all of the 3alkans~ infiltra_ 

tion of SOE/OSS agenh; und. eventtrl.lly. e\?acuation of large numberrl of 

Part1s~s.14 

The 7th ro:.d 51st Troop fJa::rl eX" Squadrons err!ved at 3rindisi from 

Sicily on 12 FebTUar}" 1944, but unfavorable weather conditions held 

them to 1J sorties, of which seven were successful, durine February. 

Their missions were scbedul~d to Yugoslavia. Greece. Italy. and Albania 
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primarily, ultcougp a few sorties went to drop zones 40 to 45 uiles 

,,~est of Sofia, :Bulgaria. 1·lost ot the targetr in Yugoslavia were in 

the vicini t3" ot Pelgrade. TieevG J ~:edeno Polje. Vlasenica. P.ibnica. and 

JaJcej in Albania. the Xiber, ~1rc-.DaJ nnd Shepr areas 1'E'celved drops.1S 

(See l:ap 4.) As mans as 20 C-47 t s were scheduled to fly on some nights; 

but the average wns much lower, ax;d an effort wee made to prevent more 

than f'our planr-s frot:! drOFpine at the same tar[et tSee App. 10). During 

thip. tour at ~rlndisi, the two s~~trong successfully Conpleted 8~ 

sortiAS. ':he 51st Squ,"l.d.ran failed to compl€'te 52 sorties, and the 7th 

16
failed on 51 attempts. Tl:c 51st Squadron cotlpleted ro of' 55 miasions 

to Yugoslavia and Albania, while the 7th Squadron completed 23 of 57 

sorties to the same countries. l ? Thus. of the 82 successful sorties 
.­

flown by the b:o llQ'\.18.c.rons dwing the pe:rioa, 43 'lient to Yugoslavia and 

ISA,1banis., wr.11e 112 of 186 sorties nown were scheduled. for those area.s. 

A £TOSS weight of 374.900 los. of supplip~. leaflets, and pereonnel was 
19

dropped to all t~rgets. 

';e~ther w~s t~e greatest ob~t~cle faced by the troop carriers in 

their first tour a.t Brindisi. The 7th Sq'U&dron had 97 of 229 sched'Uled 

sorties scrubbed. before t~<eMoff. and bad weather caused 30 of' the 

ro
sq'Ulld.:ron 1 s 51 failures. The 51st Squadron attributed 32 of Un failures 

to weather. Lack of reception caused 25 failures for the two s~uad:rons. 

and incorrect sl~~ls acco~tad for 16 and mechanical trouble for three 

incomplete so:rt1e~.21 Pilots n4~de everya.ttempt to deliver ~eir loads. 

even at the risk of inn till{; enemy aetion. On the n,1e;ht of 1/2 :1D.rch. 

for example, two 0-47's of tLA 7th 7roop Carrier Squadron took off for 

tareet SLEmER l, ~he first 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958.------.. 

".. ..~.,:g ~ • 
,

, 
\ '-'i.. ,. I­

-, <
, t 

I 

J,,)...:/ - '\ 
~ ~ 
-i .' .)~- .......
 
Q "; .... \. 

"'- ~ ..~ ....~ zo.... Ii: .... 
I ­

;; ,. t ..­
~ oJ: Q. 

~;3 . . .. 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

86 

pilot to arrive loc&ted the pinpoint, flarhea the signal. but received 

Em incorreot reply. He "stooE;ed ll for n€'.arlY' 90 minutes waiting 1'01' a 

correct si~l. then r~tU1~ed to base with the load. The other pilot 

locr.ted. s1Lnal fires some eli E'tanee away fron the pinpoint, but during 

his runs an thQ t~get the reception committee mo~ed the fires to a new 

lOCtttion. ~her,e two e;"P~rienees were eloqul;'n:t tef:t1mony of GerNan 

vigil~.nce in thl" ereE.\ a.nd indicate-d l'artisnn n:udad t:' in d.efying enemy 
na 

pa.~:rols. 

~~ Cnrriet ~ Q;Qetatigps I Al:l.r1l-QctQbOX:~. The second 

period of A.A.'F 0-41 o""'erAtioM o.t '!3rindid. cover""d about six months I dur­

inc which supply operations reached their :per.k. It was a period marked 

by grently inerensed aid to the Partisans. a larger ~ercentaGe of suceess­

ful sortie•• desperate Ge~~ count~ro£fencivps to keep their ocwl,unica­

tions open. tee oreanh~t1on of the :Balkan Air Force. escorted dc"1.~'lifP.t 

mistllons to l<.J:lt11ng grounds, .:me. the Russian lnvH10n of the ~alkans 

\t'hi ch caused the enemy to begin a wi. thdrs.yal frolJ Greece. Albania.. snd 

soutl:.ern Yueodarln. .;,t tho end of thh period. spec1!:'~l duty aircraft 

.0£ the J:l.Xr w('re a::s1gned to suprly the Ital1rol Partisans on an Increas­
s 

Ingly h.rge scQ.E'. alt.l10ugh a.t least one squadron remained a.t Erindisi 

until a short tiue before tbe w~r'e end• 

.t3;r tre eu(1 of larch 1944, Harshal ~i to I s P<;>.rt! flaIlS nUlilbered about 

23
300,000 trooys. !he extent of their eClntr1bution to victory would 

depend. in large m{'t.E'l't1'~ U!"on Allied suceezs in delivering supplies end 

e\"ecu.:.tinr: Part1:=an 'Wounc.ed. Allied cOIJUljEJlc'ter~ in the Ned! terranean 

theater ngrE'~d th.t 334 ~Jing should be strengthened in order to meet 
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Group I S fO'1lr squa.dronr;. n.ccord1.ngly, wel'e ':".ttached t~ 334 '\iine; a.t 

::rlnJ!sl ."..!ld replaoed. the 7th :111\,1. Clst ~roop CEJ,.rrler Squ.~d.rona between 

16 l.larc.'" -md 5 ,Aprll 1944. ~he ::l.'..lI::lber of alrC:l:a.i"t fla.S increased 

and steps \~ere taken tJ conserve and to increase the supply ot para.chutes 

tho PartifH!l.!l strong enou@l to ¢~...rl4~ out r..ul-aaale mili tarr oper&tions 

~~idst the Ger~ans. T1tv's 11 loosely organizod corps could be 6.q>ectod 
26 

to In:fltct hea.'Vj- c?sualties upon the eneJ:1J'. 

The 60th Troup CaTripr Gr~·Jp flew its flrs~ missiQns from 3ri~disl 

on the ni~t of 27/28 :~ch to dr:.p leafl$ts OV9.t' Itt>.ly and. the 3alkans. 

':'7 
Sup.'?ly sorties :'cgan the i'~llowing night- and in! t:l~ted. a. perl od of 

"to:-e tha.:t six .month.s in which the troop ca.rr! ~1"S \'lere to delive:L' more 

than B,000 s~ort tons of sup~11es to the ]alkans. (See App. 12.) 

3ecause a satisfactJry brea,down of statistics is not available. it is 

impassi'Jle to distin&ms.'l ac:c<l.L..l.tely oet',een sO'r'ties flown to YU&odav11:t 

end. t~ thp. rer.t of the :Bnl'w.ns; hOvlever, h,O 1llOuths of operations by 

two of the sq,1.:tedrons may be taken as typical of the 60th Troop Ca.rrier 

Qro1.:qJ foX" the period. In April t!le 10th Tro:l,P Carrier Squadron flew 

7·;;' sorties. ?f which 4:3 wel4 C successtul. :Fift:t-sb: of the total sortles 

al'ld 33 of th::>se cOJ.lpleted w8nt to Y~oglavla... Supplies dropped on 

28
euch sortie av~r~~ed about 3.000 Ibs. net. In June 1944. the 11th 

Troop Carrier Squadr,n flew 142 o£ its 170 successful sorties to 

YUGoslavia to de11yer more than 246 short tous of supplies (See App. ll). 
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A ~iljo~1ty oI the J~ lli1ss1ons from April through June went to D3 1s 

in ce~tral TUc;oolarla. in the :Bihn.c. Tuzla.. Jajce. Sm"(:;l.jevo, and 

3a:1.jaJ:J1cu. sreas. 29 

:he principal Ge~ o:Ci'endves in YU£:l31av1a. in I·ray .:md. June were 

directed against Vla~enic~, t~~ are~ south of ~ihac. F~b~ic~. and ~1tots 

head'luarter:J :lot :Crvur. 30 ..1len tcesd eftorts in S1ov~n1a. and Bosnia 

failed, strou.; :ror~eB c.ttae:.ted. J?a.rtiso.n:> in sO'lthern Yugoslavia in the 

And:r1JCrlCll, :Berane. :md Kala!Jl:l &reas of !:onteneero. Thl s Jul~r oi'i'en­

si.v.e left thtl en~::.lr ill.th his pos1t1:lns onl;r sliG.;.tly lrJproved. 31 In 

.Tu1:t, =tl so, th" :SA! b'.:L;a::l cpar ..tions 'Ul.d vJD.S t..'blo t~ gi.ve conddera.'ble 

tactiQ1l al,i to t:J.,;. I'art.1:!;,lls. to inflict serlous da.ul.age on the enemy. $ 

roa.d t'..ni mil tran:rYirt.32 8Jl(l to prcn-1de fi~tel' escort tor daylight 

landlng r.'isdo:l.~ on n. sC9.1e hi th':'rto. impossible. ::ost of the 1,200 

sorties flo~ b~ the ~AF in July were a&alns~ communioations tar£ets. 

but nunerous ~:tJi';fire att~~~-cil strua~: 'Podgor1oa and !:i~81e in Hontenegro 

in $u'p~)ort of ?artis,.n operations. 
33 

lJ:h1B aet~ vi ty in Hontenegrc called. 

f:>r wan:'" S\I:P21y ::rl.ssions by 334 "lint; a.."ld a grea.t increase in la:l.cl1ng 

oPfTf..lOtions which. t~o~: out ;nora thE'..I1 5,000 ');arsons. mo st or whom were 

wOlmdetl Partinans and woman and ctildren. (S.ae APIJ. 12.) In A~'"Ust 

the GC:rIlK~S rona'fa.! their driye to c1.ear co.lliti·.mi ::n.tionc :rout~s in southf'rn 

to ca.pt'.lr6 .~dr1Jev1c.:.l.. Bijelo. :::!crane J :.md ~olo.sin. In s:r>ite of hea..rJ' 

assi~t,mce frcilli the E.U'. P~US<.:JJ.2 \ll,}:re 10s1::1"; gro;.md ra.pidly. ',,'hat 

had beco.ne a. cr1ti~nl ~i tUd.ti,:m ch: n.;ad. quie:ly between 23 .i.ugJ.st and 
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.5 S6"J?tember ".men ~i~ ::..nd. :Bulgaria capituJ.3.ted 'before the svli'tlY 

34 
a~vanc1ne 2nssl~~n. 7he Ge~~~s were compelled to revise tbeir stra­

tc.;1c ;:loXl ana directed. full a.ttention to extricating their eJI;Posed 

force~ frou the 3~4knnB. 

!r116 k:lgU.st offensive ca:ue a.t a time ,~hen ~ol1s1derb.ble effort was 

baing L1ade t'l ~.1d the Polish 'l.::.n·1s1ng in ~1'e',J;' :., ~:.:cd the 334 ~l1ng divertod 

35thre~ s~~drons for thst purpose. ~evertheless. ~peeial dut~ ulreraft-­

~xel~slve of tL~ ?uss1an i~r Qrorr~--~lew 535 suecs&sful sorties to 

Yue)Elavl~ to deliver more than 873 net long tons of supPlies. The 60th 

:;;'rO;)Il Carrb1" Gr..l'Up d.eliyereJ. iliore than 65 per cent ot this tot:;.l. \olhich 

r 
rB.:)l·o.sen~ed a'bout 75 pill' cant ~f its effort to the :38,lkans. ~he 16a.lia:l. 

m;j."Q. e,"'onc at Leece too',;; in 203./17 long tons. 36 The R~sslan Air Grou;; 

eotQ13ted 194 o~ 824 zortief> to Yac?slavia ~d delivered 321 net long 

tons j 43 of i ttl sorties ~l~r(l b.ndlIli,; OIl crationf' th.-'l.t evacUJ.ttad 751 

personnel snd infilt~atea 146.37 Practl~al1j all of the 60th Troop 

Carrier Gro'U.P I s 145 SllCC~s<lfuJ. In.ndings during ...'..ugt1.st were made in 

YU{;ozlo.:>"la., .u:1d ruore than ::.000 }:-ersons WC,l.·e nacuated to Italy.38 }...n 

imJlS~ featu:::e of thA:Je landing uisBiuns was the del1v~X"".r of 2L;:; 7lulea 

and 12 7E-lllm. guns to !=ontenegro. !he38 deliveries vere JlU\de on ti-JO 

re:rJired n:ll:ag on instl"'lJments "bet.·men tltJ') jn..:.ged pen.z-s at the destina.­

!3f:'1tion. 

D.ll"lUe Sel'te.1iher. th~~ l".:;t full mon~~ of the 60th ~roop Carrier 

Group I S tOil!' a.t 3rlndhl, the Allie;:; ende:l:vored to tal:e alivanta&e of 
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the cha:l.:;ed 6tl'ateglc s1 tWi,t10IL. ia th Russians on t::J.e YUbosbv-E;umaman 

irs. a ch3ot1 c conlI. ti:m, 'bec:';'l1se of I'f'xt1san und. 3A,F a~ tackl; colunms 

te~t !elf,rade .~d to relnf~rce thry German line e~~t of that c~ty would 

"be "u.bjected to oonstant PJ)"t1~w.n. zttacks. l'ito's div1..:l1on~ in l:onte­

n~.;ro and Ser'biv. 1;)e5~n to drl....e nQ:<theast to l1nk up with the Russians 

40
tl.dvd.:lc!ng on 3el~r~d... froLl western Rwnnni:l.. ':'he :3allr..an Air Force 

Ollened Oper..l.tion P..1.T:W..K on 1 ~e.::1tember to cooperate wi th Tito by 

atts,C:dn.:::; ene.a~· c'~.I:l..l'.Uli.catiolls c.nd transp:)rt. 41 During the m~nth the 

~"r flew more than 3.500 sorties and tni'1ictec. heavy d.;unase on motor and. 

42rail tl'a!.lS?ort. Purtizr.n s.:.ccesses were also nota.ble. PracticA.lly 

all of t~l.~ till-in 1'->.11 rou.tes thr:)'u£;h Yuc;oslavi.. were cut by 10 Se~otember. 

and con3iderable ter~itorl~l gains we~e m~de.43 7he Germans deployed 

to keep it op~n. while a screening force In tho ~~matian coa~t served 

:l.S a guard n::;::..in:;:t an ex-pechd inwls10n fr:>;n thu.t qu:Lrter. 44 

Partls<~~ of Yugoslav1~ and .>lbania reoel~ed a someWhst smaller 

tOn1v\ge of nlr"borne sUJ?J?lie~ in September than in August. Of the 930 

net 100& tons droppel ana landed. lil..>:re tht:.n one-half wn.s taken in bY' 
• 

tho 60th ~rooD Carrier Gro~. (See App. 13 for a co~p~ris~n of effo~t.) 

ApprontUJ.tely three-fourths of the AXF 0-47 effort ..as ctireeted to these 

two countries. Practicr..llY all of the 128 $~ce&t:'"ul la.ndJ.~b$ w~re on 
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kpp. 12.) 'rhe 11l;h. 13th. <..nd 28th !roop Carrier Squ..1.drons were with­

drmm iron Parti ~ supply ;niEsi~n3 on S and 10 October to ta.&:E1 part 

tn Opcraliion :~::;";,. the :Br1tish oocupation of southflrn Greece. leav1ne; 

only the lOth 'Zroop Carrier Squu.dron. 'Wnlch carried on until 25 Oato'!ler. 

~hf} 7th and .Q.ut j;rooll Ct'.rr1er Sqa.~a.rons of th~ o2d Group arrived at 

:Brind.isi on 22 and 2? Octo'ber for another tour of duty with 334 Wing. 

(See ApT!. 5.. ) These c1:4.:.n:et c:.CCO'.l."lt in ,Pa.rt for the delivery of only 

67 net long ton~ to YugoG1av1a and :l.1bmua 'by the 51st Troo:o CarTier 

:llns in October. a. month in w"dc.~ the majority of the sorties ~d tonnage 

4,:5went to Greeee.­

.\ re7i I"\T ot t1P 60th l'roop earr1 er Gro'U;J oi!(J=,r~t1Ijnn for the period 

"~prl1 to 17 October 1944 reve~ls the cum'J1ati'7e importance of supply 

~isslons. l~r~ than £,000 net snort tons of supplieR wero delivered 

to t.he Ilall::ans. 'Jf which a.pproxbately t~ree-tourths 'Went to Yueosl8,v1a 

and. Alba-un. Some 01" thest:! s"~:pplie" were to maintain .Al1iad mi<;sion!li 

to in ~,ray. 125 in ~une. tl- pea~ of 194 in J~JJ.~•• 14.!' in It:-1g'U.st, und 1~ 

YUf;;o::l::.:.vla, and. llk'1.Uy of them ",ere .:.t Dight. In '\1.e... of the hazards en­

co~tered, the losn of 10 0_4/ t 9 t~J 28 ~en WaS very lov. 46 ~h1s 

averat;e of one C-4" lost :for ea.ch ~S8 sorties wa.s 0. reIl1?rkable record 

th<,>,t testifi ad to thn pilots t $1-:111 in ey~din& euOlllY na'l:, n1.(}l t 

-
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i"ighters, and mountain peaks and was a tribute to the faithful perfor­

mance of ground crews. Of about 1,2S0 incomplete sorties, only 58 were 

attributed to mechanical failure, 661 were caused by bad weather, and 

486 by reception failures. (3ee App. 12.) In commending the group for 
47 

this performance, General Eaker stated: 

'lie in this Theat"r Headquarters have noted with admiration the 
volum.e of your day-to-day operations. \'l'e are also conscious of 
the tremendous import your operations have had in the depreciation 
or the Ger.na.n influence and effort in the Balkans and the growing 
strength of the Partisan effort which is demoralizing German 
troops in that ar -a. • •• I know of no organization in this 
theo.t.er i'thich hea done better. Their dif£icuJ.t operations, con­
ducted with grea.t. skill, resource and courage, have contributed 
materi;llly to the succesa of the overall air effort in the 
llediterranean theater. 

!h! l!a!! Period, October ~~~. fJu.ring the last period of 

supply operations to the Balkans, the AAF assigned both transports and 

heavy bombers to the work. The BB5th Bomb ~quadron com.pleted its move 

fr>om ~~orth Africa to Italy early in October; its primary mission was to 

supply distant targets in northern Italy and Yugosla.via. The 7th Troop 

Carrier Squadron completed its special assignment to Greece and started 

operations from Brindisi on 22 October, to be followed five days later 

by the .51~t. Troop Carrier Squadron. The 7th left Brindisi early in 

December, but the arriVal of the 859th Bomb Squadron pa.rtially compensat.ed 

fol" this loss. (See App. 5.) Replacing the 51st Troop Carrier Squadron 

at the end of rarch 1945, the 16th Troop Carrier Squadron continued 
4B 

sup,ly dropping until the end of the war. Three AAF squ6.drons, there­

:rore, were avaiJ.able for missions to Yugoslavia through 1~arch; there­

after, the 16th 'rroop Carrier S~ua,.tr'J~l :'.1:'., tl:e only loAf' unit thus ene;aged. 
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YU60s1F'via b('fore wint\"!' set in ane. to prevent the enen.y theTE frotl send­

1nc rninforC€J..?n tr, te, Italy. Gcn\'rel ~iilson h&c 0 ven prlorlt~' to sllpply­

ing ~ito and made the 205 30m? :rv'~ (P~) ~va1)ab1e to ~u?ple~:&t 

4'1 
rf'l;U1a:- drQPti. 

of th~ ene~yt~ a~tcrior~t1~g ~vc1t1on 1~ th~ ~alkant. British troops 

r:ere ift Crl;~ce 0:: the t,1e:.dJ e of Ootl;·ber 1941; t}~e ~~azi <- evacldi.ted Spli t. 

rav!.' qJ the reljel3a~ pen1Mu.l ...~ e.nc scverc:.l outlying hlanrlf;. anel con-

tiLu~d thpir efforts to Bxtricat~ their extrnced troops fron actual and 

vedrd Slovi¥1a. lat'J in C'ctobfr anc. c.dvcu:;cf'c. to tne 5'..:iburos of 3"..u:.npest 

in 17oveucer. :l'herevsr thp Ceri:E.lll; 'fr~dvanc('d to the rear. II they wera 

thrf.atened b;' ?artisnns and ruedan$J~ In gou.thwefi!tern Yueol!:1sV'ia. 

in the Pod;.:orica-Y.otcr-Sct'ltl':.-!'i area. the :>-:1'1:'30. Zlst Hounta.1n Corps of 

l.J:Jr::t Group E mn.r.;' cad to extric!:.te t tself' froJ:1 a dangerous trap hnd by the 

~~d of recembcr vas r~tr6atlnc throu6h Seraj~vo; an~ by thi~ tine. also. 

mo:t of Ar,,;l.Y GrCl'l'l.Jl ::::: >n:·.a bscf: of the Drs.v~-Dnn'lo~ anil. SaV<1. river~. 51 

!1:ese troop move::-entr. pre-vided the BAr with excellent opportunitl es. 

P.oa[~ were blocl~od witb land~lldes thut resUlted fro~ bombing; uotor 

vehic1('s were strs.fed Bn,1 rail traffio bectlAe virtually ill1posdble. 11:. 

52 
bet~e~~ ?odLoric~ and Y.olasln from these EAr attaCks. The Xactlcal. 

rPBr,rt, a~J. ~tratEclc j.ir 'ForCEctl ~'! J.aAF <~11 partici:pl.ted in striking 

E:3 
e:ne;v ta.rgctn in hunfu-ed~ of sortle::- • 

......._~ ~_~- "_~~ •..-~-~-~-
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1:'ad \'!eat:her 11hich cMceled many 01 gdoll£ dl1rlnc the thi:rd week of 

Out of 3[- d,rr,}"f: of !lG$olble 0IJc:rn.tions between 22 October and :;:0 ;10"i"elllber, 

54
16 '."err c"J?ldel~f lost bec£;"J.Sf< of "bad. 'r!cath,r. - In !Q':1te of tris 

succeeded. A~prox1~tely 772 t OOO lba. of s~Flles ware landed or 
C:l" 

dropped.~~ Xhe 7th S~UadrQL alene flew som~ 2rr. p~rsong into Yueoslavla 

"'(;fWd. Al'b0Lie 'll'ld <o;-_C'"~-,ted 178 t\[,('nh: anti "o~dr'd. l'ro;ti sa1':s. '"' Drop 

Clin.':l., Ul1:o.ovic. X"rc[:.t Ubdina., r.nd lM.ny otn!:'rs. (Sec ~:a'p 4.) Ar.::ong 

the illor£: n.,t~\ble 1:nllne~ ...'ere t!c':ll:;le at the Zemwn oJ.:.'clrome on tJ: e ed.£e 

of ::':lL:rc.a~ on '::::/~';!. ~"'ove.::;1'£r and later. 57 Zemi.:n 'ti<lS rough 'kt not as 

~u1red to rul1 ~ 0-47 out of bo~b crat~ra. 58 

re~'J1ted in ere:-tl~ reduc1nC cperht10ns of J-',;! C-47'~ to the Ealkans. 

'2hc 5l;:,t ~roc:p earn ~':" Squufl.Ton :f1~p 44 lb.!:ding sorti(ls to S'ri'IFT:E.E, a 

ground sc~(' lEo :.::.11C'f' north of l.rarckast1"C'n. 1..lbro::.ia. '!r.i s fiel'- alone 

re~civ~d rore than one-~Qf of t~e s~U&(ronts zortie~ for th~ mo~th and 

fi:ft.'lf{ of the O'l\.l.:1,C,l'on! s c.eliverie; for December I representing acout 101 

------- ._.____.... _._~~ 
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59 
Ar&yroY~stron each receiving suppli~~. Yurosl~via's needs were ffiet by 

othe~ unitr for the mort part. (See App. 14.) 

~~le the 51st ~rcop Carrier S~ua~lron was concentr~ting ~90n these 

cloee targets in Albania, the 885th 30mb Squadron was reaohi~~ the more 

distant YUGn13v dror: ZOne!}. Tb.1E $'lue.drDn 'bf'b"an its :Balkan opernticns 

on 18 October and co~?leted 94 sortIes to drop more tht~ 330,000 Ibs. of 

SU':p'p1ic~. :·~ore tht\n vue-hD.1:f of the tott\l lI'cn.t to lJ. 'banio. E'.nd leas than 

fo\tr tons 'lio Y-J.coslaviD.60 Lcd or ttl; sql:laGron t s 129 suecessf":.!l Ba1kE...n 

sortie~ in ~oveuoer were ~irected to the ~rea southeast of ~c.r~b ana 

£>1
S~r·Jc,~. ]ad weath~r tn Dece~~er Cattsca ~;ny abortive sorties for all 

special duty aircraft ano prevcntea delivery of one-third ot th~ supplies 

s~~cduled tor a~l are~$. ~e 885th Bomb S~~nron co~p1eted 3~ 01 59 

eZ
:Balkan £lcrtif'S, principall=>-· to ~outh central 'Yut;nl.:wla.. '1'l".e 859t1­

UJlder sporac.ic a.ttscl: by :?z;.rticr.ns d1lrlne ~rovcw.ber. was being reEcued 

oy a con\'"OY' of some 1.8QO .:r.otor tranc;:fiort. sent down froL. the north. 

Pnrtlnans north of Po~eorlea ~~r~ too wea{ to risk a pitched battle. but 

it wn.s 1trperZ';,tive that they receive su:Pl?liea t.o harass the \dthdrawa.l. 

'.::he 885th 30mb Sql.:Ucron s""r,t out 13 :;;.ircra.ft on 3 Decerr.b~r to mCJ.ke a day­

liCht Crcp to trere units; a few ~~rr later the DZl g on the 11~ ~nd Zeta 

ri....crz nort!\. of Podg;oricEt haC. bi;;cn overrun. b'lt the PaTtif1ane ru.C. tl".eir 

(:3 
s'UPIJl1 e'J. 
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!21:e first quartet of 1,945 founll the sup:plj- <lroppera fn.c:1ng rapidly 

changing condi ticn'!. Gerru-.n ,t! thd.rf-.";lnl s from southern Yugoglavia were 

ct1l1 unc.er",'tY t 'but the PuSdUL o:ffen.siva lut.d bogged dow temporarily 

n.t "7ircvitic~·t w:hich thl;l Uazit reca.,tUl"E.'d an :part 01' their d1"ive to 

a Etro!:g eue...y force at Zagreb as the hub of i'utu.re or,erations. ,dth ou.t­

ly1n~ tpl"1"hons reaohine Jut ar: f1'.1' sol.:.th as ::ost.:l.r. Part1ar~ dii:f1cul­

tiet were i~creas~d by civil wnro w1t~ the Oetnik£ ~~ the Crc~t ecl1abora­

64 
tionlst~. t:t€' t;stacr.1. In orrIer to mnke th€ Saraje.o-:5rod rail and. 

n1Jh~~7 routes more s~curel the Gertw.nn att~cl:c~ an& c<~tured Tr~vnik 

latf-' in Je~ua.ry 1&45. Ir. tl:e lIostn.;t" area s01J.th of ':::'rrwni!:, howover. 

?artis~s emergfld fran n n~r1ez jf 'lttac.ltz ",,'1 tb t1:e balance in their 

tho d.irection of events. The b:'1ttle for 3uda;pert e!!d€d in victory for 

the ?usdan~ on 13 :E'e'b:rue.~~ 194:;;. 'Ihe enemY' mad.e one la.st a.tta.c~: to 

'1"Irotect his Ilnrticr.RL redou'btl[ are:1 b;r an of£er.dvl:' 1n western E:unF;nTY 

Group ~ in a ~reC'alou~ POf1it1on in Yu.go(;ln\"io. '::hA n~wly con£tHuted 

:::"ourtb Yucodr-'t" Arny. '.'lith aiel fro::' the :BAt. opened. a drive on 20 r·:a.rch 

fro::1 CO!r;"ic •....nich Overrar.. Ubd.ir:,a. :ZoT'enicp. t nr.(1, :3iliac in about a ueek. 

~e~y los~es were s~vere.6~ :he ::J ~V~ ~ic to P[~t1s~~ attcCks wherever 

they appeared. pnd W'{'re strongly reinforced b~r oth"l" compcne::..ts of HM.F.66 
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Drvi si on of responsibi11 t:~ nwon[, the t-llJ:1ply d.roppers Tu:.C been mora 

e~rprully dra\~ earl~ in J~~ULrY 1945. in ti~e to ~e~t the critical 

<:It';''1.t1ous w:!"ic.."1 developed. in the 13alkans in. connectlor.. .dth the G("rIllan 

vlt1"d.rawal. The 51st ':roop C:-:.rriE'r ·,[tng. a~~l[l'led to ~:.ATAFr was to 

r.eet deJTrnitr In th'? 15th Arm~' GrQup I::; area. in Itdy. ~he FifteE'nth 

Special Gro'UIl (Pr¢'d, lll'lder HASA2 "'.l-'1til the :::l.ldd.le of llareh. 'Jould 

op€rate both in Italy ~~d tee 3~rr~~B: It~l~ ~~s t~e first priQrity for 

the 8Sf:th 30m'!l SIl'llcdl"on snc. the J:lal..~~s for the 859th 30mb Squadron. 

'trUh :3eco~J. prior!t:r to Itdy. ~ 205 Oru'1}). nominally a :pa.rt of I·:A,SAF t 

\:a~ to r~ a~n11aol~ to 3AF for apeei~ ope,tticns. o7 

laxde:1 or 0.1'CPYC{' 7l!? yerson~. ~.n.(1 eVaC\!tlted.. !JP:'l.rly 2.1300. AJ1 but 11 
62 

of t~~ f~st ~~1~dr7~ts/$ortler- in J~uary wer~ lar.ding mis~icn~. me~y 

66 
a:f then nt ~eLlu.'i1 oj:rdr~.:r.e [J:d in :h~ lin: ~lc arE-a. Improved weather 

which 12 •....Ere nic1:;;11nt; m1n:~ons tl1 .. t d:ro:ppa1 49,COO l'bs. Gf propa&i:.Ilda. 

69
Thn ~'~?ly reiss1on~ d~liver~d n total oi n~~Tly 196 net lone tons. 

Of tb~ en Q~c~~l~o zcrtl(~t only nine w~re £l~wr. nt nifhtj of the 48 
70 

lc.nd1n.::;~, onl~r or.e WZ-E ":l.'t t.! c:ht. ~'J.l 'tut 10 of the landings tl~re at 

....._---~---~.~-~~. 
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-71:::Ue-c west or ::clgrade. The ::a.rch race-;ro. of the E'1st Troop lhrri€r 

Sq~3ron ~l~S stiJl mor~ iuwr~ssive: 197 s~ces~fu1 sorties in ZOE 

CO:.1~nt r~.,. ':hE. out..t~c.inG Op?:r&t1ons: of Ue month took place on 25 

t\OIl,e :;,000 pl'rrons from 0. shcrt field abcut d<lwt;.y between Zagreb and 

Fi'Ilr..e. !!r0'p:dD[" rr.isdons t a~ in !"eb1'."Uary. ¥I?nt prin:arily to the Tuzla 
72 

:.I.:rea. 

The first qt:.nrtr.r 0'£ 1945 brou.ght ]alkan opera.tionll of the 2641st 

SpC'Cif.1 Group tc an en:l. :Durin.G the three montht~ tho 859th a.nd 885th 

30Llb S'lutldrons hail flown about 300 sortiH to Yugoslavia to drop more 
73 

than 690 net lon€ tons. A considerable tonnage vent to the Vlasenica 

\TOFFEE) DZ south cf I'uzla. and. the Tieevo area west o£ ;cravnik. but fa.r 

74 
mori~ 'n'as d.r:>pped on .§;round.!:: 'W~':;lt. ~:lUt'h. and ealllt of Zagreb. Host ot 

Carrier SqUttiron served. t'1ese Sill:,(' drop ZDnes ar:)'LUld 3a{;X"co ·...hen it re­

lieved the 51st Sq:..<.o~dr:m at the end. of :::"rCJ.~. The 264:1st Speci::u Group 

l.o.j~''3:l to ::JSi~O to joi:1 three squad.rons of the 64th ~roo'p Carrier 

'75 
G:rO\l;p • 
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fell to the Partisans on 6 April. These were but three of the not.vor~ 

Partisa.u 'Victories, 'but they were indicative of the rapid deterioration 

of the enl1lfi1yl B si t'l'lat1on. At the end of April the Germans had lIome 10 

divisions east of the Karlovac-Zagreb-Vrazd1n line in addition to police 

reglments and garrison battalions. ~. was the principal en.emy-held 

area left in Yugoslavia and it t too, was broken up by 9 Ma.y. The drive 

northward from Gosp1e had reached Xlagenfurt by 7 Ma;y; had by-passed 

enelll7 pock:etB at :Fiume on 8 May, and Ljubljana fell the same ~; and 

zagreb was in Partisan hands on. the ~th. There was no more organized 

resistance in Yugoslavia. 76 

Again, the:SAl nad played a proJD1nent role in. hara.sl~ the retrea.t 

of the 21st Mountain Corps. Its 4,668 sorties 1n April and ~tq took a 

neaV7 toll on rail and. highW8.3" transport, and many llIiss10ns were flown 

to provide air assistance fbr Partisan attacks. 77 !fhe 16th !rroop Carrier 

Squadron provided supplies for Partisans in both tile SarajeTO and. Zagreb 

areas. and nearly B.ll 01' its 12 landing sorties were at Sarajevo. The 

record of 183 successful missions in 196 8tt~ts in Aprll let a new 

high. in troop C81"rier performance over the :Balkans. During the first 

seven da1's of Hay, the squadron. deUvered about 150.000 lbs. of supplies 

to the Vocin and Grabnovica areas in 42 sorties and on 11 1~1' ended its 

special operations with three sorties to Zemum. and five to GrabnoTica.. 78 

EJalUAtiQn. Receipt of supplies from southern Italy was an 1~ortant 

fMtor in Partisan successes in Yugosla.via and Albania. Pa.rtisans cap­

tured large quantities from the enemy. and signifiea.nt amounts were 

received b;yo surface craft; but special duty aircraft delivered the 
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supplies that made the difference between defeat aud victory. More 

than 16,.000 long tons (gross) of supplies were flown to YUgoslavia and 

more than 1,200 tons to Albania. !ro accomplish this. Allied .u~:p17 

'19
planes new 9,=311 successful sorties in 12,305 attempts. E1gnteen 

It aircraft were lost in Yugoslav operations and seven on Albanian missions.eo 
81At least 10 .AJ3 0-47 1 s and two :a-24's are included in this total.. The 

51st Troop Oarr1er \'ling and the 2641st Sp cia! Group delivered somewhat 

less than one-half of the total tonnage to Yugoslavia.. ~ the 0-47', 
f~ 

~	 dropped or landed 65 per cent of the lupplies taken to Albania. (See 

App. 15.) :Bad weather was the principal cause of 1ncoJnplete sorties; 

wMJ;e lack: of reception accounted for a large portion of the other fa1l­

ures. l-Iecha.n.1cal trouble, enemY' a.ction, and navigational errors caused 

a low percentage of incomplete missions. In the period from ~r11 throtlgh 

Decemb8Z' 1944. the 0-47 18 failed to complete 1,539 sorties to all 

aOl.U1tr1as; of this number. ti50 were attributed to weather, 527 to lack 

of reception. 62 to mechanical failures, and 36 to nav1gat1onaJ. errors. 

82 
En~	 a.ction caused 34 failures. 

The Germane were 1J,D.succelsi'ul in the cO'lmtermeasures adopted. to 

decrea.se the flow of airborne supplies to the ~artisans. Their d1f:fi­

cuJ.t;, ma.;r be understood when one recalls that there were at least 322 
83 

drop zones and. landing ground.. in Yugoslavia. alone. These grounds were 

bY' no means secret-the Germans knew the loca.tion of mo at if not all of 

them. Armored columns, as well as large patrols, were sent out to 

capture drop zones and landing grOundB;84 bOllbors cra.tered the strip. 

and fighters strafed planes and personnel. These measures achieved. 
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some success. but there were too many Partisans and too many inscoe.sible 

places where supplies could be dro'Pped. Occaeionall~ the Germans set up 

dUllmlY landing strips near the real ones. but there 115 no record of an 
85 

Allied plane having been lured into such a trap. The quanti t;y o'f 

su.ppl1as reaching Tito I s men 'became so largEl that 021 S J-aJ:lI 1944 tho 

21st Mountain Corps oOllUDander anno'l11lced a "coordinated drive against 

guerrilla air supplies" in accordance with a directive received from 
86 

higher headquarters. !rhis drive. known. as O,peration OASANOVA, 

accomplished little. Night fighters fl:nng over southern Yugosla.via were 

rewarded at times.. On the ni8ht of 14/15 Jul7. a lfaz1 fighter strafed a 

landing ground in Hontenegro while a minion WSI in progreBs. Although. 

some of the 0.47' s were damaged, seven of 11 scheduled for the field 

landed. .sfel,..87 J.8ain on 18 and 19 July the Germans attempted to dis­

rupt supply deliveri•• by sending ro to 30 planes to bomb the landing 

88
growd at :Berane and drop zones at Andrljevic8. and on the night of 

Zl./22 July a fighter shot down one of two 0_47'1 in northern Yugoslavia 

89while a landing was in progress. Ilb,ere were. also. leTeral cales ot 

oomb1ng ot landing grounds simply to make them unu9abl.~ 90 Del' Fuehrer 

.Ilimself unintentionally admitted. the failure of countermeasures and 

complimented the suppl,. droppers when he complained: 91 

~o call a man like Tlto a Marshal is absolutely correct. A man 
who has practically no materiel at hi. disposal. who keeps a full 
enemy force constantly on the alert. and who always recuperates 
from our blows del3erves t.ll1s title much more BO than some of our 
own Oolonel Generals and Field lwshals who could not operate 
sldllfully with the finest machine the world has ever known. 

#-'~ ~ 

I ~ " ....::.:. ~\ 
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Political	 squabbles within Greece and the lack of a strong res1stance 

!lovement in other ::Balkan countries restrioted special operations to 

those areas. The :British bad nown a few sorties to Greece from the 

e	 Middle Fast late in 1942, but even than internal. strife was a serious 

handicap to ;patriot actin tl' against the common enemy. In March 1943, 

when ~ 148 Squadron was formed, a m.ore or leBs regular flow of supplies 

92
went in to resistance gro~s organized by SOE agents. Beginning in 

February 1944 American and Polish. 'UJlits were also available, but the 

J)ritiah 148 Squadron flew nearly as many supply missions to Groece as all 

other unttB combined. (See ApP. 1513.) 

The 62d ~roop Carrier Group I s 0-41' s at :Brindisi began. their missions 

93 
to Greece	 with two Borties in Feoruary, and in the first three week. 

of MarCh its 51st Squadron added 39 successful sorties. (See App. 10.) 

~he Edessa-Zborcko. Anavra-Havranaioi, and Triklinos areas were all 

94
visited b7 the suppl;r droppers. (See Map 5.) On the night of 1/8 

March, 11 0-47' 8 of the 51st SquaCU'on attempted to drop on target 

.bUOKRAz..i near ParaBkevi; two were turned back bY' bad weather and. the re­

maining nine could get no response f'roln the drop zones to their sigtlals. 

Jour of the nine dropped on ab. alterna.te target; five carried their 1086. 

back: to Brindisi. 95 On the same night. the 7th Squadron Bent eight 

aircraft with more than 25,000 lbs. of clothing, food, gWll!I, and alllIIlU­

nition to a. drop zone SOIlle 10 miles northwest of Athens in the Pentaioi 

area. In spite of roU&h weather an route. ceiling and visibility were 

unl1m1ted.--except by dark:n.en--over the target. Circling dow. from 
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9,000 feet, each 0-47 in turn :flashed the letter "SI. and each rece1Yed 

lfAIf in repl~. The reception committee then lighted nine fires in a 'VIl 

and wai ted for the drop which proved to be unueually successful. Orn­

men of the last plane to leave could lee ~art1sa:a.s loading supplies in 

a truck. 96 ~e 51st Sq'Uadron dropped more than 16,000 Ibs. trom five 

. 97 
0-4'/I S in this same area on the nttl#lt of 16/19 March. Of about 70 

successful sorties by the two squadrons in March, 37 went to Greece, 22 

to Yugoslavia, eight to Albania, and three to north Italy. One 8;J;,Plana.­

tion for this emphasis upon Greece is t.tlat the Allies were attempting 

to implement the NOA.tiI S AHK plan to unify the guerrillas and to get them 

bU8~ at sabotage instead of mutual assassination. 98 

The 60th Troop Oarrier Group apparently devoted a considerably smaller 
99 

proportion of its sorties to Greece than to Yugoslavia. In Ma7 1944 

the four sq'Uadrons completed 83 of 92 sori;1es to Greece and dropped or 

landed more than 100 net long tons; but t1l1s total was only some 13 per 

cent of the entire tonnage deLivered. Fort~ of these Borties flew to 

1l.mOVATIO~ target near Yannina in vast central Greece. 100 In June more 

tha.n ZJ targets were vi sited by 60 successful sorties, and Tannins val 
101 

the destination. of about one-fourth ot the total. Supply del1veries 

to Greece by the 60th Troop Ca.rrier Group seem to haTe fallen oft con­

siderablY in JulYI102 but thoy increased signi:fic.:mtly in the next three 

months. The 8S5th ::Bomb Squadron devoted a.bout one-fourth ot 1ts October 

sorties to Greece and dropped. more than 69 net long 'l;on8. l03 In the 

period August through. NovemDer 1944, Amer1cao. lJIlits delivered about 329 

r-net long tons to Greece. or 53 per oemt of the total tor all Bpeclal 

duty- aircraft to that country.1M 
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September and Ootober were critical months for the Pa.rtisan movement 

in Greece. !l!he GerllBns were carrying out their vithdrawal. :ariUsb. 

troops were entering Greece. and the Partisans were preparing for a 

strw;gle in which the Oomnnmist -ElAsjEAU group would make bid for 

supremacy. !l!he Allies. in planning to take advantage ot German disinte­

grat10n in Greece. were conscious ot the neeses!ty of occupying the countI7' 

105 
before Soviet	 troops could. forestall :British control. As a. prelude 

to a :British invasion. MAAF carried out heavy attacks on the enemyair­

fields in the Athena area. :Sy M September the fields were heavil;r damaged, 

althou@.1. Na.zi transport aircraft continued air eva.cua.tion.106 Increa.sed 

tonnage de11vered by supply droppers along the wi thdrawaJ. routes. es­

pecially in Ma.cedonia.. enabled Partisans to cut all roads and ra1lwa.ys 

107
in that area. A squadron of :British Special :Boat Service troops 

dropped on the	 Peloponnesus on 23 September to secure and to repair 

108
Araxos airdrome in preparation for Operation l-1AIDIJ.. 

~le not strictlY' wi thin the catego!7 of special operation. t MIl:tl"NA 

was so closely connected with ~artisa.n activities that some account of 

its exeeution is not 'Wholly out of place. Plans for thil!l airborne in­

vasion o:t Greece had been f'ormultlted well ahead of the German withdra.wal 

and were being held 'UJltll the proper time tor their execution. Lt. Gen. 

B. V..e.clC. Scooie. G~O•..o!. Allied 1,j,l1tary Liaison Force. commanded the 

~rit1Sh and Greek units assigned to the operation.109 ~rit1sn and Greek 

troops landed on :Poros on 1 October. 110 Megara. airfield was eaptured 

by 10 October. and convoys with reinforcements put out from Ital~ and 

the liidcUe :&Bst on the next day. On 11 October, likewise. seven 0-47 1 8 

mailto:althou@.1
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of the 7th	 Troop Carrier Sg,usdron began operations from San Fancra.do. 

These planes were part of a. tormation that landed on A.ruos airfield to 

deliver l~tOOO lbEl. of mortar shells, explosives, para.chute equipment, 
111 

and food. During the next week. 0-47' s of the 60th and 62d Troop 

Carrier Groupe. operating from Bdndillli, l-too:l.duria, and San Pancrazio, 

new 246 sorties, landed or dropped 2,000 perll10Wlel and 327 tons of 

equipment in the .Araxos-Athens areas, and com,p1eted the series wi thont 

lons. Araxos, 14:egara., and Xalamaki a.irdromes were the principal s1 tes 

112for drop, glider, and landing m1ssions. 

upon completion ot Operation HANN.A., the 60th Troop Carrier Group 

ended its supply mssions and the 7th and 51st Troop Oarrier Sq~dron. 

of the Sad.	 Group took over. These two units continued to supply Partisans 

in central Greece by both landing and dropping missions throU8h 11ovember.113 

The 51st Troop Oarrier Squadron, for example. sent two 0-47 1s to a. land­

tng gro'Cnd near Ardea on 20 November. TheBe airoraft delivered nearly 

9,000 Ibs.	 of supplies and picked 1Jp 34 passengers and 960 1bs. of 

114
parachutes. The 51st Squadron flew 25 sorties to Greece from 4- to 

~ December, taking in :British troops and equipment and evacuating 

115
Ital1an pr1soners of WaX'. RAF unite provided service for :British 

troops engaged in fighting ELAS forooe in December 1944 and J'anuar;r 

1945. (See App. l5B.) 

Disregarding the effort put forth in Operation MANNA. the 51st 

Troop Carrier Wing and the B85th -lomb Squadron together delivered 821 

net long tons of supplies to Greece on 402 successful sorties. ~heBe 

figures represented about 40 :p9r cent of the total sorties and about one-

third of tAe tonnage. 
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Special operations to Bulgaria, :Rumania, Austria, Hungary, and 

Czechoslovakia were on a minor scale. FroJ:). the Mad! terre.nean. theater, 

a total of 408 sorties were attempted to these countries and only 007 

were completed. (See App. No. 151.) :Bulp.tian targets received lU? of 

the successful sorties. Allied agents parachuted into »ulgaria to 

organize and to lead. small Partisan grou:ps, and other agents crossed 
116 

over from Yugoslavia. The 51st ~roop Oarrier Wing flew 68 of the 

107 s'UCcessful sorties to :Bulgaria and lost one plane in dropping 57 

~ 117 
per cent of the 218 long tons (gross). Rumania was a barren field " 

/ 
for speclaJ. operations: 148 Squadron lRAF} succeeded on four of nine \ 

sorties mld d1'opped two tons of supplies which were for the six agents 

\parachuted into the countrj".11B Hungary offered 11 ttle chance for an ,/ 

undergroUJK1. movement and, as in the case of Rumania, special operations 

were confined to the dropping of agents and their supplles. lk;t, 145 
" 

Squadron and ~ 301 Polish Squadron together completed 14 of 28 sorties 

and lost one plane in the process of dropping 16 tons of supplies for 
U9 ­

14 agents. Halifaxes of' 148 Squadron from ~rind1s1 flew the first 

special operations sort1eB to Austria in June 1944 to d..rop agents and 

their B~lies, but the real effort came 1n March 1945 when the 2641st 

Special Group flew 19 BUCcenf'ul sortie. from Roslgnano. fhree more 

sorties in .April completed the group I s m1l!18ions to Austria. ~his effort t 

which was one-halt' at the completed missions, delivered three-t'ourths of 

the supplies dropped in that coun'tr1". and resulted in the 10815 of one 

11_24.10Cl Only :British and Polish aircraft were employed on missions to 
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Ozechoslovakia unt1l ~r11 lS45. ~en the 2641st Special Group succeeded 

in completing 12 sorties in 56 attempts. l2l 

Poor17 organized and scantilY supplied, the Italian resistance 

movement was fa.r less important to t.tle Allies than its counterpart in 

Yugoslavia. Italy wa,s a major 'battleground with well-defined combat lines 

manned hi" regular troops. !rheas conditions, so dif'f'erent from those that 

prevailed in the ]alkane, severely restrictedParttsan activities exc~t 

in 11mted areas. NevertheleslI, bands of anti-Fa::tcist guerrillas haran.d 

the enemy's rear areas, perfected their organization, harbored Allied 

agents, transmitted lnfoma.tion to the Allies, and aided nj'"ers in escape 

and evasion. 

Organization and supply of these Partisan groups were funotlons of 

lfo.. 1 Special Force (SOl) and the OSS. !rAe AA:F made flignts for these 

organizations and also for var10uB other agenc1e8.122 Until after the 

Salerno invasion in September 1943. the only special-operat:lon flights 

to Italy wera for tne purposes of dropping agents or to del:lver supplies 

to escaped prisoners of war. During the period June to November 1943 t 

~ 624 Squadron lBAF) completed Z9 of 42 attempted Bortles to Italy 

from lllida. Dropping and reception techniques tuled in connection wi. th 

these flights were 80 faulty that many agents were captured an.d 8t1pplies 

often fell into the enell1Y's hands. Improper location and 1dentifitmt1on 

of DZ I S continued throU€!lout the war &8 a. factor in causing unsuccessful 

missions, but the situation improved considerably when sBTeraJ. well­

...........~- - .'~- ~ ._-- - - _._--~
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12:3
trained officers were dropped to the Partisans. 

!I!lle AD played a minor role in supplying Italian :Partisans until 

September 1944. Prior to that time !'o. 148 and ~ 267 Squadrons lRAF) 

and the Polish Fligtlt bore most of the burden. l24 Squadrons of the 51st 

Troop Oarrier Wing a.t :Brindi81 bad completed 11 sorties to Italian tar­

gets by the end of May 1944 and flew anotAer 19 sorties in June. l25 The 

Italians were putting these Btippl1es to good use. On 19 June 1944, 

Marshal Kesselring anno'UXlCed that guerrilla warfare was endangering the 

Geman BUP,p1y routes and the armaments industry and urged that the 

guerrillas be suppressed with utmost vigor. Hundreds of the Partisans 

were ldlled or captured in the restllting drive, but the resistance move­
126 

ment was far f:t"om cra.shed. Allied armies were making suc.o. rapid gains 

in Italy during the summer of 1944 that there was little point in attempt­

ing to utUizo Italian ;Partisan effort to any great extent. This rapid 

advanc9~ that carried to the Arno Biver. occurred when resistance groups 

in France were exerting maxim'Wll pressure on tho enem;r and when !£Iito I 8 

Yugoslav Partisans were engaged in crit1cal battles. l{Orthern ItB.1.y ws 

of neeessit~ neglected because of demands elsewhere for airborne supplies. 

~e situation changed rapidly with the liberation of southern Franca. 

since the 885th Bomb Squadron was available thereafter for other assign­

ments. The squadron moved from :alicia to MaisOll l3lanche. just outside 

Algiers. and flew its first mission to north Ital~r on the night of 9/10 

September 1944. In leu than two weeks it had completed 36 sorties 

whion dropped nearly 59 tons of supplies in the Po Ve,lley.l2'1 Doring 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

109-
the last week of September, lfhile operating from :Brindisi, the squadron 

128
completed Dine more sorties to the same a.rea. AlthoU8h transferred 

to Brindisi, primarily to be closer to its Italian. targets, the a85th 

:Bomb Squadron carried out many da~ignt :BaJ.kan miss1oue. 129 Weather 

seriously interfered with nignt nying to north Italy and caused October 

deliveries to :falloff drastically. (See App. 16.) UnfortUll8.tely for 

the Partisans, this period of bad weather coincided wit~ determined 

German a.ttempts to crush guerrilla act!vity 1n the Udlne a.rea in nortn­

eastern Italy and in the OSllola Valley in tne northwest. i'he 885th 

~omb Squadron tried 86 sorties on the seven ~eratlonal nights; only 33 

were successful, and two 11-24 l s were lost in efforts to relieve the 

130
Partisans. 

Delivery of supplies to north ltall increased sharply in N"ovemoer 

1944 and relllained on a .nigh level to the end of the war. This resUlt 

vas achieved by assl¢ng the 62d and then the b4th Troop Carrier Group 

to these operations. and by the arrival of the 859th Bomb Squadron from 

mgland in December. The 005 Bomb Group {RAF), the 301 Polilil Squadron, 

and 148 Squadron l:ElAF) all contributed to t.lle total; but AU units 

delivered practice.ll7 all of the airborne supplies that reached Italian 

Partisans after November 1944. (See Apl'. 16.) Deliveries to X~oBlavia 

continued to be lar greater tnan those to Italy, 'btlt the d!..screpancy 

l)9came progressively leSI ae the war drew to a 010ge. 131 The 0-47 1 1, 

:f'1;y1ng trom Tarquinia, Ma11gnano, and Hodgnano. confined their attention 

largely to tile area. south of Turin and Pla.cenza, west of Modena, and 

north of Pisa, Lucca. and Pistola. {See Map 6. J It was eet:lmated that 
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the Partisans in tnis area were keeping some 40 ,000 second- and. th1rd­

132 
rate enemy" troops on police dut)". '1he Ligurian and Mar!time Alps in 

the region, as well as more d1stant targets, were vh1ted by tne supply 

bombers in November and December.133 

'.lhe 62d Troop Carrier Group. sta.tioned at Mal1goano and Tarquinia, 

loaded all of :I.ts planes a.t MaJ.1gnano, where a packing station was operat­

lng. The group oegan :I. ts missions to north Italy on 22 November ...nen e1x 

0-47 18 of t1l8 4th Squadron., wi tb. an escort of two P-4'/1 s, flew to a DZ 

near Massa. behind the German lines. The 8th Squadron joined the 4th in 

these missions on 28 November. and the 7th folloved suit OD. 10 Decemoar.1M 

The three squadrons completed their day11gnt missions to northern Italy 

0)" 9 Jentlary. having delivered more than 494 Stlort tons of supp11etl. 135 

Most of the group IS sorties had. been to DZ's in t.ne mountains 00 to 100 

mUes northwest 0"£ Pistoia.. a,ltnougtl some fligllts went west of Turin. 

~s.rget LI:r.I!Oli. aoout 25 miles north of La Spena., receivea. particular 

attention. !rna 7th ~roop Oarrier Squadron sent out 38 sorties from 11 to 

20 December in vain a.ttempts to supply t1l1s target but finallY succeeded 

in dropping more than 10 tons of supp11es.136 Bad wea.ther. as usual, was 

the principal cause of incomnlete missions, wn11e enemy' interference 

and. improper rece,L)tion accounted :tor a.bo'~t one-tenth of failures to drop 

a.fter the planes had reaohed the DZ' s. An escort of foUl" P-47 1 s or 

Spitfires. which generally met the 0-47' s over Mari13a di Pie, provided 

protection from host1le aircraft, but no opposition was met other than 

137
occa.sional bursts of flak. 
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Italian Partisans, supplied on a. scale never before attempted in 

Italy, increased their activities materially in DecerJ'l.ber 1944. Guerrilla 

taetics created confusion in Germn lines of supply and communication and 

forced the enell1Y to strengthen his garrisons of i'iehrmacht and Italian 

Fascist :Blaek :Brigades. In the last week of December, these 'l.Ul1ts killed 

200 and captured 700 Part1 sans in the ACqU1-Asti-Alenandrla area south­

east of Turin. This activity marked the opening of So German drive to 

olear their lines of c01lll1un1cation, 6spsclally around Piacenza w'ere two 

Partisan divisions, the Glustida. e Liberta and Garibaldi, bad organized 

and a.rmed some '7,000 men. The offensive scattered the Partisans and 

opened the roads temporarlly; but while bends were reassemb1ins north­

west of La Spuia, aotivity increased in such distant areas as Udine and 

Vittorio Veneto.138 

The 64th Troop Carrier Group, operating under MAT.AF at lloB1gnano, 

began its supply operations OD. 11 January 1945. When its mission.s ended 

on 7 Nay, the group had. completed more than 1,000 sorties which dropped 

139 more than 1,800 net short tons of supplies. During this same lleriod 

the 2641st Spec1al Group, formed by joining the 859th and 88Stb. Bomb 

Squadrons, dropped nearl,.. 1,260 tone. l40 Most of the missions continu.ed 

to be flown during daTl1ght hours and, as before, weather and reeeption 

diffioulties accounted for 1I10st of the failures. The January experience 

ot the 16th Troop Oarrier Squadron vas typical: of 24 sorties, 12 

failed to receive the correct signals.l41 Weather oaused 50 of 142 

failures for the 64th Group in February.142 Jihemy oppo9i tion, on the 
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143
other hand, va.s insignificant, and but one 0-47 was lost. 

Swift disintegra.tion of German positiona in .April provided the 

Partisans with splendid opport'W1ities to aid. the Allied. advance. 

Guerrillas oa.}>tured large quantities of enemy material, but far to the 

north there were more or less isolated groups that had to d.epend 'Upon 

airborne supplies which the 2641st Special Group dropped.. New targets 

vere opened for this goup in the Alps, where Partisans were disrupting 

traffic toward the :Brenner Paas, and in the Po Valley. Other Partisan 

groups were a.ttacking the Verona-Udine-Villach witb.drawa.l route from. 
144 

stro%19J.o1ds in the Ac1ige and :Piave valleys. Even. after hostilities 

had ceased, on 2 }fa,. 1945, the su.PPly droppers oontinued to receiva calla 

from 'Un1ts that had been cut off from other sources; but special opera­

tions may 'be considered as having ended in ItalY' bY' ? May. During the 

period ot host111ties, Allied special dut,. aircraft had completed 2.646 

of 4.266 attempted sorties to Italian targets and .bad dropped more than 

5,900 long tons (gross) of supplies. !!!he.AAF :flew 70 per cent of the 

145
completed sorties and dropped 68 pe£cent of the tonnage. 
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Chapter VI
 

I'NFIL~1t.A.'l!ION AIm JCV.AOU~ION'
 

Infiltration of personnel by parachute drops or by landing missions 

was a prinoipal phase of special operations. Success of the entire 

program depended u;pan establishing liaison and channels ot lnf'ormaUon 

between 001/055 and resistance mO'9'ements and upon coordination of 

Partisan activities with .Allied strategy'. Native and foreign agents. 

dropped or landed. in enem)"-held areas. gaTe direotion to resistance 

movements or served in less prominent but still important roles. '!he re­

verse process. e.aeuation of personnel from enemy-occupied countries. 

pro'Vided opportunities for firsthand reports, further training of agents. 

and refinement of plans through conllu1tation with experienced personnel. 

Glosel1' connected. with BUch "exfiltrat1on ll was the evaeua.t:1ou of wounded 

Parthans. "loman. and children. and Allied flyers who had been forced down 

while on combat missions. tni'11tration and evacuation must be considered 

jointly. since 80 many of the landing missions. especially in Yugoslavia. 

served both purposes. It was not unusual foX' a 0-47 to parachute agents 

at one p13:lpoint, land at an emergency ground Bome distance away to dis­

charge Bupplies, and th.en return to Italy vi th a load of wounded 

Partisans. harlem airmen. and salvaged supply parachut.... 

GonAxal rnfi\tratiQ~ MleaiQRa 

The air forces during the course of host:1.lities were called u;pou to 

deliver personnel :tor variou~ tJIPes of missions in enemy territory. 
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Agents bellt on saoot~ or espionage, organizers of resistance movements. 

IlJedburQ11t teams, operational groups. weather observers, radio operators. 

aircrew rescue units. and formal military missions made up most of the 

Ilbo<11e8 11 tra.nsported. 

Infiltration of special agents 07 air be~ in 1940 when the :RAJ' 

dropped operatives 0'£ the :British Special Intel1igenee Service oveX' 

J.
France. In the following ;rear. Lysanders and other light aircraft 

landed occasionally on secret fields to ta.\.::e in some agent. and to 

evacuate others. From the.e earl;y efforts, the infiltra.tion ot personnel 

into hostile a.reas grew ra.pidlY' as Allied intelligence agencies expanded 

and a.s the preliminary' 'Work of Partisan organizers began to bear fruit. 

The presence of "Joes" and "Janes" in 0-47' s, :13-17'15, and :a-MiS became 

common. Oarpetbaggers from England dropped 617 "Joes II from January to 

SePtember 1944, and by .April 1945 had raised the total to 1,043. 2 

Uni ts of the MAA.F dropped or landed 4,683 Allied agen.ts and Partisans 

in various Ew.-opeaa countries from 1943 to 1945. 3 The 60th Troop Carrier 

Group alone dropped or land.ed 837 persons in the Bslkans from 1 April 

to 30 September 1944. (See App. 12.) 

Eltcept on a. few occasions. special duty 801ro1'a.'£t carried not more 

than three or four Joes on any' one sortie. JedburGh teams. which made 

up a large part of the personnel in:f'iltrated b7 Oarpetbaggers after 

September 1943, consisted of tvo or three o'£ficera and one enlisted 

radio operator. These teams were developed. pr1mari17 to 'Work with the 

l.faqui s. and by midsummer 1944 there were some 100 of them in France alone. 

-----~~~-_·_~--~--~~~~~··~,~-~--------------- ~~I 
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Every team included en officer who was a native of the count17' in which 
4 

the men were to operate. ~eam GILES, which mcq be taken as tn>ical at 

the Jedburghs, dropped in France on the night of 8/9 July 1944. Its 

personnel consisted of Oapt. :8.l-I. W. Knox (American). Oa.pt. Paul Lebel 

{French), and Sgt. Gordon H. !rack; (:British). The men organized su.ccess­

11lJ. receptions at 13 IlZ's in addition to providing leadership for Maq'UiB 

5 
groups. 

l-!ost of the lnf'1:Ltration sorties were routine work for the air 

foroes, however dramatic the experience might be :for the Joes, but the 

492d Bomb Group partioipated in a few missions in 1945 that departed 

from its ordinary cycle. The 856th Bomb Squadron. operating from an ad­

vanoed base at Lyon, dropped parachutists in Ger~ on at January-, and 

with the S58th BODlb Squadron. llew out of Dijon. from 19 March to 26 April. 

During this period the two squadrons dro;pped 82 agents, equipped with 

radios, at key locations in GerIl1a.I1Y. ~e DOC!fOR team, made up of a 

:Belgian radio opera.tor and 8. Belgian observer. dropped on the Austro-

Bavarian border on the night of 23/.24 March to cheek on tra.f'fic through. 

the :Brenner Paaa and to observe events in the :Berchtesga.den area. Another 

interosting varia.tion W8.S the "Red Stoclcing" series in which pilots flew 

nosquito aircraft from Dijon. TheBe planes. equipped with recording 

devices t were flown at high altitud.es OTer designated !,!npoints to 

6
pick up and record messages transmitted by agente on the ground. 

§pocial Infiltration Missions 

SUpply drollpers in Ita.ly were called upon at times to execute specia.l 
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infiltration miss1ons. u.ong which were Operations ORATIOlh :BUNGHOLE. 

and MANHOLE, tha.t varied. conslClerabl:r from their 'USual work:. 

Operation ORATION, infiltration of the Maclean mil1ta.r7 mission 

to Yugoslavia. b)" parachute. took place about the middle of January 1944. 

Gla.:noc landiDf!; ground was or1g1naJ.ly deB1gnated as the pinpoint, out be­

cause of enemy action the DZ was moved to a location lome 10 miles north 

of ~icevo. !.l!wo DG-3 IS of'Ns; 267 Squadron at :Bari carried 16 persoJUlel 

and 2.400 lbs. of equipment; six Sl:.f-82 I B from. Leece dropped 30,000 Ibs. 

of boots and. clothing; two squadrons of P-4Q's from DAT provided. the 

escort; and another squadron attacked the l-Iostar airfield as a diversion. 7 

Operation MANhOL~, infiltration of the Rue.ian military mission, 

took place on 23 February 1944 after many annoying delays. 'lhe COS in­

formed Gen. Sir .Henry l'fai tland 'i11eon in January that he vas to faci11 tate 

the movement of the Russian mission to Tito's headquarters. This mission 

va.s to arrive in Italy via Oairo !D, two 0-47 I s, one of which would remain 

8in Italy at the mission 18 d1sposal and 'Was to be maintained by M.UF. 

Advance Force 133, accordingly. made plans to facHi tate the mission t s 

Journey and requested that MAW provide another I'Wtota (0-47) and six 

SM..82's for a dayl1gb.t operation to land at the Medeno Po1je ground, 

about 30 miles southeast ot B1hac, on 3 February. The Dakotas woUld carry 

wounded Partisans on the return trip. and the SM-82 r s would carr;r in 

supplies for the Russians. The Desert Air Force was requ.ested to provide 

9
fighter escort from 249 Wing. On 1 Fobruary, when the RuaI1a.ns were 

due in Tunis. a staff meeting at the MAAF advanced Of considered these 

plans. Brig. Gen. Lauris liorstad believed that the landing ground was 

~-~~~---~--~--~-------~~-.........,-~-~~---~--_~~_~~I
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beyond the reach of 0-1:7 1s. and General Eaker sUggested that the mislion 

drop by parachute; but none o:f' the Runians had been trained in parachute 

jumping. ~ne problem va.. tUl"ned over to 334 WiJlg,lO lItliCtl went ahea.d 

with plana to use the 0-47 IS. 

The Russians arrived at :Bar! on 3 Febru.a.ry. and Advance Force 133 

at once requested permission to carI7 out tile Medeno Po1Je landing and 

su;pply drop on .5 Februar,...ll !rhe operation order, hsusd bY' 349 W1~ 

on 4 FeDruarT. c&11ed for 1 Dakota of 2b7 Squadron, the 2 Soviet C-~('B, 

6 Italian m'f-82's. and an escort of 18 P-40' s :from. 250 Squadron. DAF. 

The SM-82's trom Leece were to arrive over Bar! at 1055, there to be 

joined by the 0-47 1 s. Proceeding to Ontella.. some 130 miles up the coast 

from Ba.il! t the formation was to pick tip 12 fighters and go on to Medeno 

l2Polje and the DZ designated as the target tor the SM_82 I s. MAA.F 

approved the plan on 5 February ,13 but bad weather delayed execution. 

The Ruse1ans complained. at once that there was not enough fighter protec­
14 

tion t 130 MAA.F ordered an add1t1onaJ. 12 P-47 I S from NASAi' to g1va top 

cover over the Ad:ria.t1e.15 In the meantime snow began to cover the 

selected landing ground. and. the plans were dhcarded.16 MAAF thereupon 

proposed that the Tactical Air Force e&rry out the operation wi. tn gliders 

17
and f1~ter escort. ~AF gave the assignment to the 62d Tro~ Carrier 

Group, w.bich was to provide three 0-4'1' s, each towing a Waco (CG-4A) 

glider. 'l'wenty-four P-40 ' s from DAF and 12 Fifteenth Air Force P-47's 

18 
were to 1>rov1de the escort. ~ee 0_4'/IS of the 61st Troop Carrier 

Squadron took off frol:1 :Barl at 0945 on 23 Februar7. Twent;y-three Russian 
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and six British officers were in the gliders. IUld the transports carried 

a gross load of 10,500 lbs. ot supplies to be dropped. ~e mission val 
19 

successful, although 'ris1bilit~ 1f8.S practically Bero over the target. 

Operation :BUNGHOLE, the infiltration of American meteorologlsts into 

Yugoslavia, had been assigned to 26'7 Sq-uadron (RAF) for execution on 19 

February. The Fifteenth Air Force was to put up an escort of 2A P-47 1 B. 

and. nine Sl-t..82 ,s were to drop supplies at the DZ north of Tic8VO.3) 

The mission liaS transferred to the 7th Troop Carrier Squadron, wnich 

sent tw 0-47 1e. piloted by Maj. PaUl A. Jonel! and Capt. John A. Walker. 

to .bar! OD. 23 February. Four days later t loaded. with Joss t equipment, 

end supplies, the 0-4'/1 s took off. Picking up their ee:cort over the 

Adriatic. they cro~sed the Yugoslav coast south of Siben1k and ran into 

a heavY snowstorm. Altho~ visibility was poor, Major Jones found the 

target and mad-e four rune to drop his load. The SM-82' s "were seen. 

dropping their loads in various and sundry- spots in the vicinity. 11 

Captain Walker, unable to locate the signal :fires, returned to Ban w.l th 

2lnis ca.rgo.

Landings in Y\liiosla'Via, Albania, and Greece increased in munber as 

the war drew to a close, and the 51st !I!roop Carrier Wing in effect 

operated an air transport service at Brindisi. Outgoing traffic con­

s1sted primarily- of Allied agents &lod supplies; incomiDg traffic was 

largely made 'UP of :Balkan X1ationals and Allied airmen. 

AU:. Evacuation g,t MUed MontI 

Fl71ng agents into enemy territory was an easy task in comparison 

-

~~ ~, ~_. ~__ J 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

AAFmI-21 119 

with getting them out again--if theY' survived. The return trip was es­

pee1ally d1fficuJ.t trom western Europe and Poland, although there vere 

a few quite s'UCcelsf'Ul air evacuations. or IIpick-ups. II The first pick-up 

operation during the war occurred on the night of 20 October 1940 when 

a Entlah Lysander landed in France. ~he demand for pick-ups increased 

a.£ter the llorth AfriCEtn invasion. and the Air Ministry was askEtd to send 

a Lysander flight to Ita.l~· for these operations. By February 1944 there 

were four L~sa.nders attached to 14B Squadron l.RAF) at :Brindisi. Most 

of their sorties went to southern France and northern Italy.:primarily 

to bring out agents, documents, and other intelligence material. These 

planes were not used as a source of supply for Partisans, nor were they 

used to any extent on regular misslons to Partisan-held landing grounds. 

The Lysander Flight, from February 1944 to May 1940, attempted 73 plck­

ups and euoo8$ded in 44; in all. 133 agents were oarried, 63 taken in and. 

70 brought out. 'rhe only loss occurred 1n November 1944 when an Allied 

figtJ.ter shot dow. a Lysander over Italy. 22 

Trant;ports made a few piok-ups. as distinguished from landings 

on well-established Part1san strips. 'No...: 267 Squadron succeeded in 

landing 13 agents and. in picking up 21 from southern !ranee on the night 

of 10/11 August 1944. 23 A Dakota of the same sq'Uadron, on a mission to 

a. field north of Tarnow in Poland during April 1944. landed two agenh 

and picked up a. Polish delegation that later went on to Pngland 1rom
 

24
 
:B1'1ndid. 

_~~~~ ~~~_.e_~__~~~~~~_~~,_~ J 
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~hese pick-u;p m1 ssions were even more clandestine in nature than 

evacuations from semlpe:MDanent landing grounds. The number of a.gents 

who escaped from enemy territory by this means was far less than the 

number brought out of the Balkans on regular SO sorties. In May 1944, 

for example t special du.ty aircraft at MA.AF tl'YaCtlated only 61 personnel 

of' Force 266, two RA.F of'ficers, an OS::; oineer, and 32 miscellaneous 

25
personnel. 

Routine Emquatlpn ti:sm ~ :BaJ ktmg 

~he principal reason £01' evacuation of Partisans from the :Balkans 

vas the ina.bi11tr ot guerrilla forces to care properly for their wounded 

and to protect women and children threatened with extermination by German 

and Ustachi forces. Hospital facilities vere not a.vailaole in the 

mountainous and sparsely inhabited areal under Partisan control, nor did 

the loosely organized patriots have the means to establiSh such facilities. 

Partisans who fell into German hands almost invariablY suffered torture 

and death for their "traasonable ll acts in figtlting the invaders. Allied 

airmen. :rorced to abandon their planes over the :Balkans, also made t.!leir 

way to Partisan and Oetn1k headquarters. thus creating another problem 

26
which demanded solution. 

Although more or less regular evacuation missions did not beg1n 

until qril 1944, Advance Force 133 attempted to organize then earlier. 

On a February this agency reported that Partisans near :Berane urgently 

needed about to\U" tons of arms and ammunitiOD. and that there were four 

British liaiabn offioers l:ar.O I s) and 60 vound.ed Partisans who should be 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

evacuated. Force 133 suggested that two DO-3 1s of 267 Squadron ~RAF) 

shoUld land at :Berane about 5 February, with an escort from 242 Group 

{RAF). Z? :But the commander of 242 Group insisted that .derane was 

I>e;rond escort range and he did. not haTe resources to aocept the conunit­

ment. 28 Theretg;>on. MAAF announced that at present transport aircraft 

could not 08 used for evacuating wounded Partisans and that fighters 

could not be spared to esoort dayli &llt missions. 29 

Apparently the RA:F. a.nd the two Russian 0-47 I s that brou@t the 

V1sh1nsky Mission to Italy, began Partisan evacuation in l'-larch 1944. 

During the week of 22-28 March, the Russians flew two sorties to Ytlgo­

slavia. to land supplies. .b RAF officer wilo landed near Berane in the 

same week offered to carry out some 'Wounded Partisans, but the YugoslaTI 

preferred to be evacuated by Russians. who wou1d treat them better~30 

Apparently, too. the la.nd1ng ground at Medeno Polje had been in use 

since aoout the mlddJ.e of February and other strips had been prepared 

as early a.s January. 31 

~e practice of 8Taeua.ting wounded Partisans and other personnel 

was well established by" the end of April. Oapts. Karl Y. Benson and 

Floyd L. ~er. of the 6Otb. Troop Carrier Group. are cred!ted wi th 

having initiated operations to Medeno Polje on the night of 2/3 April 

1944. The two plane. took out 36 evacuees. most of them wounded 

32
l?8.rtisans. :By the end of' the month 15 transports had landed and 

eTaeua.ted 168 personnel, among ",nom were members of the Maclean Mission 

and a. Yugoslav delegation to MAA.F. These operations t known 8.S PLAINDEALER. 
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were so successful that MAAF sent a flying control and unloading party-­

forerunna~ of the BATS--to operate the Medeno Po1je field for more fre­

quent service. 33 
, 

SllCcessful transport landings 1n Yugosla.via increased by 400 per 

cent in l·lay as compa.red with April. There were 60 completed sortie. 

34
which evacuated 1.098 persons. 777 of whom were wo'CIlded Partisans. 

All out 37 of the evacuees were brought out by the 60th ~roop Carr!er 

Group. lSee App. 12.) AJ.though stat1stias are incomplete, the total 

Xl'Wllber of person.s evacuated from the .Bs.1kans in the period 1 April 1944 

to 30 April 1945 was about 19.000.35 Of tlUs number. almost 9,300 were 

evacuated by the 60th ~roop Carrier Group between 1 April and 30 September 

1944. 36 Uost of the :Balkan evacuation sorties after October 1944 were 

flown by the RAF. since after tllat date the major effort of J.AE 0-47 IS 

was directed to north Italy. T.o.e importance of e'V8cnation to Tito 1s 

indicated by the record for August. and September 1944. In these two 

months, in 632 attempts by" all un1ts t t.llere vere 418 successful landings. 

which evacuated 4,102 wounded Partisans. 37 »:J.emy atteIqpts to interfere 

with this work: 1ul.d reducea. the August landings to a.bout two-tbirds of 

38those in July. !rhe total number of persons evacuated from the .Balkans 

and J. taly fell off considerabl~ during the winter of 1944-45 but in­

creased in the spring. 39 

Landing sorties were far more interesting and dangerous than routine 

supply drops. Callt. Romer L. Moore. 28th Troop Carrier Squadron, YOn 

the DFO for his exploit on the night of 3{4 J'Une 1944. His target 
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was a. crude strip in the bottom ot a narroW' valley surrounded by 300­

foot hills. Captain Moore let down successfully throU&h a thick over­

cast. delivered his B~:plies. and carried 22 wounded Partisans to 

Italy.40 A few nights later, on 8/9 June, Oapt. Howard A. Colliver, 

11th !Croop Oarrier Squadron, landed on a soft field in Croatia. A team 

of oxen was required to free the plane from tJ1e mud and. claw was approach­

inG when the 0-47 was again on f'i1'D1 ground. but Capta.in Oolliver camou­

flaged the plane. During the day he hid in the hills w1 th his crew. 

41 
~hat night, with 31 Partisans aboard, he took off successtUl1y. 

Partisans at a. field in Montenegro guided 14a.j. Joseph ~. Wimsatt, 12th 

~roop Oarrier Squadron, into a bomb crater. Unable to take off with. a 

bent propeller and a. damaged wing tip, Ma.j or Wimsatt new back to It&1~ 

in anotner 0-47. returned the next ni{;llt \rltll eo new propeller. and new 

.b.is plane back to base.42 On the night of 7/8 July, 2d Lt. Bobert H. 

Cook, lOth Xroop Carner Squadron, lost an engine at 10.000 feet when 

.oe was flying 22 wounded Partisans to Italy. Lieutenant Cook set CO'UrG8 

:tor the island of Vis, and. his fuel almost exhausted, crash-landed 

43without injuring his passengers. Lt. Harold E. Donohue. 28th ~roop 

Carrier Squadron, set Bome sort of a. record on 3 JUlY' When he carried 

4466 Yugoslav orphans and three adu1.ts to Italy in his C-47. 

~~ EmCJWtigna Reouested ~ MarSDa] nto. 

On at least three occasions special duty aircraft re~onded to 

urgent calls from Marshal ~1to for mass evacuations. :l:ne :f'1rBt of these 

occurred in connection with the ao-called seventh German offensive in 
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Yugoslavia, a. drive -which nearly succeeded in its attempt to capture 

!l'ito and hi s staff. 

Tllis offensive opened on 25 May 1944 with drivel from :Bihaa through 

46
Petrovi:\.c t fiouth f:ro.u Jajce and from l3anjaluka, and north from Lino. 

(See 1-1ap 7.) For several weeks the enemy had bean massing troops a.t 

strate&1c locrc.t1ons and had carried. out local attaeks in prepe.ration 

for what wa.s intended to be the final stroke against ~ito in vestern 

46
:Bosnia. Tito I s hea.dClua.rters were located in a ra.vine north of the 

mountain village o-f Drvar. ~he ll:ussian. mission was bivouacked about a 

mile to the northwest, the :British mission was in a. ravine a.bout two 

miles to the south, and an American weather detachment wag just west of 

47
the town. Drvar was a. splendid prize for the Germans who vere, 

:probably I well informed. about the concentration of Allied and Partisan 

48leaders in the area. Intensive enemy" air reconnaissance on E4 May" 

aroused ~itofs suspicions. and he moved. a part of his headquarters 

back into the mountains.49 At about 0430 on 26 Hay the Germans hit 

Drvar '!'Ii th a dive-bombing atta.ck, then dropped paratroopers and landed 

gliders. About two battalions of enemy troo:gs and 100 planes were 1:n­

valved. against which the Partisans coUld marshal less than 1,000 men. 

~ito and the fOreign missions fled to the hills. so successfully that 

onJ.y one American officer and a cameraman were reported missing. !rita' 8 

men held out on the 26th and reported the a.ttack liquidated on the 

morning of 26 }fa,Yi but that afternoon a German armored column from 

Petrovao and additional infantry joined. the attack. Partisans in 
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surro-unding areas could give no aid to Drva.r t nor did Allied fighters 

appear on the critical days. 50 In their flight from Drva:r the Pa.rtisans 

had been Wlable to take the1r supplies with them. but this shortage 

was remedied in part on the ni§ht of 25/26 Ma:r when 0-47 dropped' s 

supplies at Drvar. and three nignts later ",hen an a.dditional 60 tons 

51 were dropped. In response to ~ito 1 s plea. for a1 d, MAAF flew nearly 

1,000 bomber and :fighter sorties to attaok enell17 concentrations, shipping, 

52
clumps, and transport from 25 to 31 I'lay. Tb1 s activity. while no t 

directed against DrTar itself where battle lines were confused. made a 

strong impression on the Partisans. enaoled t.nem to colleot supplies 

that had been dropped, and raised Anglo-American prestige almost as high 
53 

as that of the Russians. While the Germans were pressiDg their search 

for ~ito, some 4,000 Allied and Partisan troops raided the island of 
54 

:Brae to create a. diversion and 334 Wing hurriedJ.l prepared to evacuate 

~ito and the foreign missions. 

% 1 June T1 to I 8 party was looselY encircled in tlle Prek:aja 

l'Iountains t out the main gToup escaped to Kupresko Polje about dusk on 

3 June. No. 2 BA~S :party bad l'repared an emergency strip and 0-4'1 t 8 

were on their ~ even betore Tito's party bad assembled. A Russian 

transport from Bar! landed at 2g)O. took on Tito and. other important 

officers I delivered them safely at :Bari, and returned for another load. 

Three 0_47 1s of the 60th Troop Oarrior Group took out 74 :persons on 

the same night. On the folloring night seven more 0-47 1 s took out the 

rest of THo IS staff, and on the night of 5{6 June, six AAF 0-47' s 

eva.cuated 118 recently wounded Partisans. The Germans captured the 
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strip a few hours after this last evacuation,55 but by that time the 

crisis was over. American and RUBsian 0..47' s atta.ched to 334 Wing had 

saved !l!lto and the foreign missions from a.lmost oertain capture. 

The German. of'tens!ve in the Drvar area fa.iled to aohi eve its ob-

Jective, and Partisan counterattacks recovered much of the lost ground. 
Eugen

:Nazi interest then s.bifted to 1lontenegro, where the J:>rlnyand Zlst 

Mountain Divisions launched an attack against the Partisan ad Corps 

headquarters in July. ~he patriots lost Andrl.1evica, Kolasin, and 

.tlerane, reverses whiCh enabled the lIans to begin oec~at1on of' the 

liberated area west of the P1evlja-lTlkslc road. Heavy casualties among 

the Partisans caused :British liaison off1cers to request preparation of 

a landing ground for evacuation of the wounded.. Casualties assembled 

while a :eATS party:prepared the strip :for operations; but enemy artillery 

fire fell on the landing ground before it ooUld be used. The wounded, 

now numbering mora than 800 t were sent on 8 four-day march to Brezna. 10 

miles north of Niks10. Enemy :planes bombed and straf'ed tne part:lr. but 

losses were slight. At Brezna the patriots cleared cornfields to make 

an emergency landing ground, wnich. was ready on 21 Augnst. :By this time 

the enemy was closing in rapidly, and Pa.rtisan leaders feared that they 

could not hold the area for more than two da~rs. On t.b.e edge of this 

strip were shells of houses where women and children had been burned 

to dea.th in 1943 and the graves where thaT were bu.r1ed, reminders to 

the hundreds of wounded and exhau.sted Partisans of .'hat lay ahead for 

any patriots captured by the Nazis. 56 
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Liaison officers at Brezna sent urgent radio messages to the :BA!' 

on 21 August requesting immediate aid in B~pl1es and evacuation of the 

wounded~ At first. pleading prior commitments. BAF refused to send aid 

before 23 August. !l!h!s decision fortunately Woe changed, and on the 

morning ot: 22 Augllst, Dakotas of 267 Squadron tBAF) flew to 13rezna wi tn 

an escort of 18 l.fustangs and Spitfirea and evacuated 219 of' the sel'lously 

wounded. ~he tranllporte were on the ground 20 minutes. a time tnat 

could have been reduced had 1t not been for cowardly behavior by 

Italians of the Garibaldi Division. who had to be forced from the 

planes. 'rhe.n two S];Jitfires circled over the str1p dropping messa.ges 

57with the informtion t.o.a.t .a4: more C-4(IS were on t.ne1r way. ~e8e 

planes were from the 60th Troop Carrier Group, each squadron o:f which 

sent ou.t sb: 0-4'/'8. ~he first squadron landed early in the afternoon, 

and by night tl1e 24 0-4'( I s had taken out 705 wounded Partisans and 16 

Allied :t'l1ere. Each of the :£1igtlts was escorted by Mustangs and Spit­

fires. 58 The experience of 'l;l1.e abth Troop Oarrier Squadron was typical 

of the group's work:. Led 01' the squadron cOIlIlIl8Ilder, Ca.pt. Harry \i. 

liusman. six 0-47' B took off :from Brindisi in two elements of three planes 

each at 1607 and landed on the llrezna field a.t 1740. A.fter discharging 

e. 3ritish surgeon and a ton of food, they loaded 191 wounded and took 

off at 1755. proceeded to :aa.ri to deliver their passeneers. and vere 

back at :Brindisi by 2l05~ 59 TJ.:l.e RAF and AJ3 togetn.er evacuated 940 

persons during the day. The Russian Air Group, on the nigbt of 22/23 

August. brougtlt ou.t 138 wound.ed Pa.rtisans from :BreZDa. raising the 
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total :number of evacuees to 1,078. and of this number all but 19 were 

'Wounded Partisans. This was the largest operation of its kind undertaken 

in the Ba.lkans until l·rarch 1945. The Partisan commander. relieved of 

nis Durden of casualties and resupplied with arms, ammunition. and food, 

was able to resume the offensive. Having failed to achieve their ob­

jective. tne enemy withdrew from the area wi thin a fortni§b.t. eo 

The next large-scale eTacuation. known as Operation DOliN. took 

place on 26-26 March 1945. }1a.rshal Ti to requested on 21 March that 

about 2.000 refugees. in danger of annihilation 'by the retreating 

Germans. be evacuated from an area northeast of :F1ume. At this time 

the only AU unit at :Brindisi was the 51st Troop Ca.rrier Squadron. 

oommanded by Maj. Bruce O. Dunn. ![Ihe::SAP plan was for the 51st Squadron 

to base 13 0-47's (one a sUJ.JP1;y plane) at Zemonico airdrome, Zara.. and 

fly shuttle missions to tile landing strip (FICOADILLl HOPE "A") which 

61 
was located about midway between Flume and Zagreb. \ See Map 8.) 

\ihen t.be landing strip was ready on 24 March, Parti san troops were 

f1@:t.tlng at a. river only tllree m11es a.way. ~e first C-4'l1 s arri'V'ed 

on the PICCADnLY strip at 0950 on 25 March. ~wo missions of 24 sorties 

evacuated. 78S adults and children during the day and landed nearly 

95.000 los. of supplies. M enemy bombing attack that nignt failed to 

damage the field. On tile next day, w.nile weather became progressively 

worse. tnree missions were flown from lara, 1.253 persons vere taken out. 

and 142.000 Ins. of supplies delivered. Eignt Spitfires based at Zemonico 

escorted all missions. A German bombing attack on the ni~t of 2b/27 
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l.farch d.a.me.ged the field BO severely that f''Urther operations were im­

possible.62 Again the Partisans had been. relieved of 'burdensome 

refugees. Operation DUNN completed a l2-month period in which !AFt 

:RAF. Dominion t and Russian airmen had rescued well over 11.000 Yugo­

63
slav refUgees and casualties. 

EvavYatiQn ~A11iQd jirgrewQ 

One of the principal problems facing l1AAF was th.e evacuation of 

Allied aircrews from the Balkans. These men were survivors WllO had 

parachuted or crashed while over enemy territory on combat missions. 

The problem was especially acute througn most of 1944. Wl1en. heavy' air 

strikes were made on SUCll target 8 as Ploesti J Klagen!urt t Sofia. and 

other objectives in or near the :Balkans. Oetniks and Partisans aided 

aircrews who escaped capture--fed them and tended to their wounds as 

well as possible, and. frequently gave them assistance in reaching the 

Adriatio coast. \o,here the:; oould be rescued by small surface cra.ft or 

make t.l.leir way in f'isJ:ling ooats to the Italian coast above :Bar! or to 

tne island of Vis. 

Very little could be done to rescue airmen until after the air 

forces had moved to Italy_ Then, from September to Decemoer 1943 the 

Fifteenth .Air Force processed 108 evaders WAO had made their way back: 

to base. During t.be next five months morc than 300 evaders were brougtlt 

back t most of' tnem in April and May.64 !I!nis great increase in tAe spring 

of 1944 was a d1rect ret!ult of landing operations by special duty 

aircraft• 

....... .•• ~__ J
~~ ._~ ~_~_~ ~~~_~~_~ ~~ ~~ 
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until June 1944 escape and evasion had been the responsibility of 

""'2 eubaeetions in the Twelfth and Fifteenth Air Force$ t but a.ctual 

rescua work was left mainlY' to alandestine orgmizatlons behind the 

en6111Y' lines. CAief of these was itA" Foroe, a :British agen.cy formed 

in 1940 to rescue tro~s from Greece. This unit later became a perma­

nent I-tiddle Fast organiza.tion and. expanded. its opera.tions to Sicily, 

Italy, and the Balkans. Other Allied a.gencies in the .dalkans. pa.rticu­

larly Force 266 and the Anglo-American Military Mission to the Yugosla.v 

Nat.tonalArmy of Liberation (AAHH. also f.faclean Mission) took en active 

65part in aiding esca.pers. The Maclean ~as9ion. with its sub-missions 

to various :Partisan wits, gathered all the inforIaat1on possible about 

escapers and sent aid and. guides to lead them to assembly points for 

evacuation. In Harch 1944 aircrews could be taken out from. three land­

ing ground.tl which had been used by- 0-47 I s. and at least 21 flyers were 

on their way overland to one of these fields at the end of March. while 

35 more flyers had been. located. The AAHH ha.d spotted other fields 

66and used liaison aircraft to maintain communications among them. 

Anlerlcan personnel ot COlll.Pany B. 2677th Regiment (Prov) of OSS. were 

attached to Force 266 (later Foroe 399) and were stationed with 

Hihailovich and Tito to aid in aircrew evacuation. Requests for evacua­

tion sorties originated with Force 266 or the oSS company. were cleared 

through Air Operations SOl-[ and the J3.AF. and then assigned to J3ritieh 

67 
or American special duty squadrons. 

None of these Allied. ageneies in the Mediterranean theater wae 

concerned solely with the recovery of a1rerews. Recognizing the need 
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}lathan F. 
for such a unit, Maj. Gen.J.rwining on 19 June 1944 r600twendad the creation 

of an. Airel'sw Resoue Un! t (ACRU) whose funet10n would be to rescue alrcrews 

from Yugosla.via.. General Peker approved the idea on 13 JulY' and. reoommended. 

to General Wilson that a. un!t of 12 to 20 officers and. men, including 

medical personnel, be organized. Wilson approved in principle, with 

the proviso that ACEJ' wo'Uld ooordinate with BAF, SOMTO, Force 399, and 

the Maolean. 1llssion. General ~er, on :a4 July, directed the Fifteenth 

M.r Force to esta.blish AORU lio. 1, and General Norstadls directive of 

31 JuJ.~ outlined its genera.l organiza.tion and methods of operation. AemT, 

wi th headquartera at J:lari, woUl-d call upon the 60th ~roop Carrier Group 

at Brindisi to land on Yugoslav strips to evacuate assembled aircrews. 

!lJwo AURV £ield parties, 0:£ six men each, were to be dispa.tched, one to 

lliha1lovioh and one to ~ito. Acmr No.1. headed by 001. George Kra1gb.er. 

68 was aetiva.ted at the end of July and went to work immediately. 

!l.b.e :first AO:e.u :field party was dropped on the niGlt of 2/3 August 

in CaWk territory about 55 miles south and slightlY west ot :Belgrade. 69 

About 100 American flyers. ,rl th various Russian. Freneh. and :Sritish 

fugitives, had assembled there in July. One of the Americans, Lt. T. It. 

'10 
Olivar t had sent a message to :Bari on 25 July: 

150 Yanks are in Yugo. soma sick shoat us work horses, ask Bri tisb 
about job. Our challenge first letter b~' bombardier name of :Bob 
of (~ana Nose Oenig Scarf) your vari:£ieat1on first letter of 
Ohief Mug's nama, color of fist on club wall. must refer to Shark 
Squadron 459 :Bomb Group for decoding. TKO calls1gn. 025888 Flat 
Rate :Five. Lug order. 

!rhis apparent gibberish, in reality an ingeniou9 code, caused ACRU to 

send its party in to prepare & strip for evacuation. On the night of 
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9/10 August, four 0-47 18 landed on the 1.700-foot strip, lett supplies, 

and took out 48 of the personnel most urgently in need of aid. On the 

following morning, 12 0-47 1 s of the lOth and 12th ~roop Carrier Squadrons, 

escorted by 45 P-51 1 s. evacuated. 220 men. Apparently a.11 but 42 ot the 

71 
evacuees were Allied flyers. 

Special duty aircraft continued to eva.cuate Allied aircrews for 

the d.uration of the war, but most of the work was in conjunction with 

reeular supply missions. Most of the sortles were at night, although 

some were flo\m. by day with fighter escort. An example of the latter 

occurred on 17 September 1944 when two 0-47 1 8, 28th Troop Oarrier 

Squadron. flew to a l,roO-foot strip a few miles tlouth 01 Belgrade and 

evacuated 00 flyers and six ground personnel.72 On another occasion, 

5 January 1945. three 0-4'1 I s of the 51st Troop Carrier Squaclron new 

about 350 miles to Sanald Most in northern Yugoslavia with an escort ot 

nine b-fu.stane;s. They took out 66 flyers t all but one of whom Were 

73 
Arnerieans t from a snow-covered £1 eld. 

The following summa.nes, while perha.ps not entirely accurate. 

indicate the cUMUlative importance of aircrew evacustions and afford 

a. comparison among three classes of persoxmel evacuated. by spacial duty 

aircraft from the :Balkans. 
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No. of landing, Jo, of 'Persona §Dcuated 
1,ronth Attempted Successful .Allied. Wounded Others Totals 

aircrey parti Sanll 

.A.ugu.st 261 215 479 2.321 626 3.426 
September 309 253 163 1.813 1.044 3,009 
Octoberh 248 ;:00 165 roo 668 1,033 
November 135 135 59 102 W 395 

lJ!~.ALS 953 833 856 4.436 2,572 7,863 

I!:.' Compiled from Rq. MAAF, Special Operations, Monthly Reports Nos, 5-8, 
in Histor~t MAAF, XXXV. 

~. Includes landings in Greece in connection wi th the :Sritish occupation. 

EVACUATIONS FROH YUGOSLAVIA A;b1> ALlU.lfIA, JANUARY-APBIL 19451l­

lUt. 01 landiN''' No. Of peraons evacuated 
Month Attem.pted Stlccessful Allied Wounded Others Totals 

aircru parties' 
January 87 85 106 174 98 378 
February 117 110 116 40 730 8S6 
March 136 100 fl7 215 783 1.055 
April 114 112 SJ. 1,266 22 1.a),9

TOTAL1:) 454 407 310 1.695 1,633 3.638 

~,	 Compiled from lIq, MAAF. Special Operations. Monthl,. Reports Nos. 10-13. 
in History. HAAF. XXXV. 

Aircrew evacuation 'by all agencies in the Mediterranean theater 

reached a. :peak in September 1944, although August wa.s the heaviest month 

for	 S'0901al duty aircraft. In September alone. 1.135 AJIlericans were 

evacuated from Rumania. by :B-17' s in Operation 1UlX1.NION. All but 74 0;( 

these were Fifteenth Air Force flyers who had been lost over Rumania 

during the Ploesti attacks. Likewise in Septemb.er. nearl:r 300 Allied 

74flyers were rescued from ~ul§ar1a by!-17 ' s. By 1 October 1944. 2.694 

.ll1ied flyers had been rescued from the Balkans. Of tbie n'Wl1ber. 1.088 

came from Yugoslavia. 46 from Greece. and 11 from. Albania. in specia.l 
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duty aircraft. Oetnik territory in Yugosl~v1a yielded 356 ny-ers ~ 

and Partisan territory gave 'IlP' 732. 75 Evacuation by air from northern 

Italy was on a minor scale. The Escape and Evaders Section of the 

Twelfth Air Force dropped supplies from a. :9-25 dUl"ing the period 

December 1944 to MaY' 1945 and flew out 35 airmen from secret landing 

strips. 76 

Infiltration and evacuation sorties were phases of special opera­

tions that had almost equal importance for tne Allies and the resistance 

movements. ~e ava.1labllit7 of specit\l duty aircra.f't to execute these 

secret missions guaranteed constant liaison between Allied agencies and 

patriots in many countries. Evacuation sorties to the German-occupied 

countries of western ]urope had little significance until after the 

enemy had been driven back toward the .Bh1ne; but in the Ba.lkans such 

missions figured prominently in Partisan success. ~mBS evacuations of 

woUl1d.ed Partisans from lugoslavia l and the spectacular rescue o! their 

leader from a German trap. sa.ved the followers of Marshal ~1 to from what 

threatened to be a. major disaster. Aid to the Yugoslav Partisans and 

the maintenance of friendl7 rela.tions with M1ha.1lovich were small prices 

to pay for the ret'Ul'D. of hunareds of Allied flyers who were forced to 

aband.on thei r planes over the :Balkans. 
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LEA.FLm OP~TIONS Fl1m'l ffi:.ll U'.JI'.,,:Jlll) KINGOOM AND ITALl 

Drop-ping prolJsga:nda leaflets by aircraft was one of the more effec­

tive means of waging psycholoE;ical warfare during World War II. This 

method of delivering messages, information. and propaganda to friend 

eud foe in enemy-occu;pied areas was used in every theater with oonsidera­

ble success; but western Europe t wi tb. 1ts many large centers of popula­

tion and ito concentra.tions of .Axis troo'PSt -promised the greatest returns 

from this act!vi ty. Alliea. leaflet operations were io1Uated b;;' the 

Bri tish early in the war. :SriUsh artillery fired special leaflet 

shells into enemy positions, and :British aircraft dropped the pro:paganda. 

in the course of regular missions. In every area. of the European theater. 

from ~orth Africa to northern Norway, from the Channel I slands to eastern 

Germany, from Pantelleria to Yugoslavia.. AJ.lied aircraft flew tnousands 

of sorti es to drop billions of leaflets. The British. skilled in the 

coinage of military slang, ca.lled these leaflets "nickels," and the 

process of delivering then by aircre.ft becaL'W knmm. as "nickeling. It 

Production W ~ .Q.!. Pro:gf\0I!flA :t.ctlete 

Oivilian agencies were responsible for leaflet production in 

iligland before the Konnandy invasion. Two American agencies, the 

Office of \lar Informat1on lO\/I) an~. the Office of Strateg1c Services 

lOSS), cooperated with the Er! t1sh PoUtical Intelligence Department 

135 
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(PtD) in thilll work. After D-day. when ta.ctical and Btrategic factors 

were even more important than poll tical considerations. most of the lea.f­

lets were produced by the Psychological Warfare Division of Supreme Head­

quarters. Allied .Expedi tionary Forces \PWD SlIAEF) t which was a special 

section of General .@i.~enhoW'erls staff cOJJl1taD.ded 'by :Brig. Gen. Robert A. 

HcOl-ure. Civilian agencies acted in an adv.Lsory capacity to PWD SHAEE' 

and. a PID-OSS editonal team continued to produce the German-language 

new~ape:r Mghrichteu. ~he Leaflet Section 01 P'WD h:.-..d its ow. writing 

team, controlled the opera.tions of the Special Leaflet Squadron, and 

ha.d a pc.eking and trucking unit to service J3ritain-based aircraft with 

packageB of leaflets and packed leaflet bombs. {See Chart 1 on following 

:page. )1 

l:!any tzroes of nickels were used in psychological warfare. Ola681­

fied. according to general purpose. there were strategic and tactical 

leaf'lets. Strategic leaflets dropped before D-daY' were intended to 

weaken the will of the Germn people to resist, and to raise morale in 

conquered nations. After D-day, this type ot' leaflet wa.s used to deliver 

the S~reme Oommander's communications to civilian ~opulationsJ to 

provide accurate and contemporarY' news of the campaign, a.nd to guide 

widely spread subversive a.ctivities behind the enem~-Is lines. Before 
, 

D-day, 43 pei cent of the strategic leaflets wen~to France, 7 per cent 
I 

to the Low uountries, a.ne.. most of the remainder to Cermany; after D-day, 

90 pef 
".. 

eent of the strategic lea.fiets were dropped over Germany, and the 

.2 
remainder fell to the French, Eelglana. and DI.l.tch. 

--~-~---~------_~ 
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Newspapers, generally of two or four printed pages. lI12.de up a large 

part of the strategic leaflets. The Dutch regolarly receiTed copies 

of h D-ie@nda HQllander, edited in London by J. de .Tong; German 

c1vllians and. troops were showered with oopies of Has;h.:riQhhn flU:.. 41A 

Xru,p];le. a single sheet of two pages which develoJled into a tQur-page 

publication. Distribution of lie.ch.rtAAten began on 25 April 1944 and 

continued until the enemy cap:tt'Ulated. ilhis paper. designed originally 

as a tactical sheet to undermine the German soldler I s faith in his 

leaders and to convince him that defeat was inevita.ble. serTed a long­

3 
range strategic purpose as 'Well. ilhe pam:Phlet-magazine Agcord. an 

illustrated monthly review in FrencA, received wide distribution over 

France. Excellently illustrated, this clearlY printed magazine carried 

a.rticles and :pictures describing th.e progress of the wa.r, inspirationa.l 

messages to the Underground. accounts of Partisan activities in other 

countries, and human-interest stories. 4 A four-page lea.flet bea.ringt 

the royal sea.l in crimson and gold. was issued b~ the lTorwagian J:l.ign 

Command to instruct jiorweg!ans on wnat to do in tne coming liberation. 5 

Many of the strategic lea.£lets were small single sheets which bore 

brief lnt pointed messages. One, bearing the title "Die Amerikaner ha oen 

sich nicht geandert" (The Americans have not changed). warned German 

civilians that the Americans would expect quiet and order and would root 

out war criminals, fanatics I and Nazi swindlers. Anotner asked "ha.t dar 

:rub.rer das gewollt? II lEas the iUhrer willed wholesale deatn. destruction. 

and misery?) The implica.tion that, if he had not so willed, tnere was 
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less reason to go on fighting vas a. subtle way to undermine morale. 

Other stra.tegic le",-flets appealed to the workers to give up the useless 

struggle and urged inhaoitants of the Ruhr and Rhine cities to impede 

6the progress of a lost war. 

Tactical leaflets also took the form of newspapers and amall hand­

bills. Fr0nIPost, a weeF-!y semitactical newspaper produced by ~weltth 

Arm::; Group. was disseminated. by :fidlter-bombers and mediums from conti­

nental ba.ses. An a-oridged version. F,elQjggat. was delivered by a.rtillery 

shells. mWibri~. a Seventh .A:rmy weekly newspaper, was also fired by 

artiller:.· to fill in the propaganda gar when the Speoial Lea.f'let Squadron 

could not service the southern French front. These newSI>apers may be 

classified. as general tactical lea£leh, sinoe they were used wi th good 

effect in static s1 tuations. emphasized the surrender theme. and docu­

mented Allied successes. Other general tactical leaflets exploited 

specifio achievements in mobile situationa: the Normand¥' invasion. a.ssaul t 

on the West \fall, failure of Von Rundstedt 1 g c.ounteroffensive. and cross­

ing the Rhine. Local taotical leaflets. designed to serve a temporary 

situation. were disseminated largely by artillery and fighter-bombors; 

b'\lt heavy bombers occasionally were called on to do the job when enemy 

UIli ts were widely scattered. and difficult to pin:9oint t or when £1 ft!. ter­

bombers were not available.? 

l]here were three basic ta.ctical lea.flets. Host important was the 

npass1erschein" (Safe conduct), Which was introduced early in July 1944. 

Ef1'ective 1'rou the beginning, this passport to a 'Prisoner-at-war cage 

,
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Lies die folgenden Ii Ponkle gniDdUth und aufmerksom! 
Sie kiDDeD fUr Dich df:n UDlersl:hied zwischen Tod Dnd 
Leben &edeolen. 

1. Tapferkeit allein kann in diesen Materialschlach­
ten den Mangel an Panzern, FJugzeugen und Artilleri e 
nicht wettmachen. 

2. Mit dem Fehlschlag im Westen und dem Zusam­
menbruc:h im Osten ist die Entscheidung gefallen: 
Deutschland hat den Krieg verloren. 

3. Du stehst keinen Barbaren gegenuber, die am 
Tijten ctwa Vergnugen finden, sondern Soldaten, die 
Dein Leben schonen wollen. 

It. Wir konnen aber nur diejenigen schonen. die uns 
nicht durch nutzlosen Widerstand zwingen, unsere 
Waffen gegen sie einzusetzen. 

5. Esliegt an Dir, uns durch Hochheben der Hande. 
Schwenken eines Taschentuchs. usw. deutlich Oeine 
Absicht zu ventehen zu geben. 

6. Kriegsgefangene werden fair und anstandig 
behandelt, oflne Schikane - wie es Soldaten gebuhrt,
die tapfer gekimpft haben. 

"tJ 
~ 

(C 
CD 

C 
CD 
(")-
~  

tn 
tn_. ....._. 
CD 
C. 

~  

m o 
....I. 
I\,) 
CD c.n 
CO 

Di. Ellsc.eidlDg IIIISSt Du seIber treffen. Somest Du 
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la ....se. lIalt. Basi.c Tactic31 Leaflets 
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went through. three rev! sions. A. second basic leaflet. "One minute which 

may save your life." was introduced in August 1944 aJld emphasized. the 

futil1ty of continued resistf'..nce. The third of these basic nickels. 

ll!l!his is how your comrades fared. II was a series of pictures with simple 
S 

captions lllustrating steps in prisoner-ot-war processing and care. 

Leaflets dropped by aircraft over Italy and the Balkans were similar 

to thosa delivered to Vtestern i!luroue. There lI'aS a greater emphasis 

upon strategic leo.flets for the 3a.1kans. where Europels most effective 

~art1san force operated in YUfjPslavia and where opportunities for tactical 

leafleting were severely limited. ;rhe principal purposes were to inform 

1soJated. peoples of the march of events. to counteraot enemy prO!>p.ga.nda.
 

9
 
and to maintain mora.le. The ~Qlc1r,.ten Nacb;-iwm. distributed in the 

Mediterranean theater, was similar to the lSacb.richtan ~~ Truope. 

Among strategic leaflets dropped over Ita.1.Y after the Salerno invasion 

were those that urged the preservation of art treaS1.U'9S, informed enemy 

soldiers of Allied. successes on other fronts, and encouraged and. directed 

. 10
Itahan Partlsans in works of sabotage. 

'\ 

Under ideal conditions, len:flet operations would. use various methods 

for distribution: artillery for n1npointlng local tactical leaflets; 

fighter-bombers for targets beyond artillery range; medi'Wll bombers for 

close-in strategic and semitactical leaflets; and heavy bombers for 

11 
stra.tegic leaflets far behind the lines. Conditions rarely existed 

where this doctrine could be followed. exactlY. altho~ there were 
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periods'in Italy /while the lines were 9ta.ticr~rhen distribution !loy the 

boo}:11 was possible. In dropping leaflets over enemy-occu;piea. a.rea.s in 

which military operations were prima.rily of a guerrilla. natura, as in 

the :Balkans and western Europe before D-day, heavy bombers and planes 

engaged in s'UP1?lying :parti san groups llroved to be the best means of 

distribution. I-Iedium bombers of the lanth Air Foroe were used for a 

few wea;:s after D-a.a.y, but these oper9.tions cen,sed when the mediums 

12
moved to the Oontinent. 

~e Special Leaflet Squadron of the Eighth Air Force was the most 

effective leaflet carrier for PW:O SHA..illlf. This squadron. lIthe only air 

force unit wl:d.ch 1IlaS permanently and directly under the operational 

control of a psychological warfare or§aDization," enabled PWD to direct 

leaflets to targets where they were needed most. to address messages 

to the people of a certain to\1U or area. and to distribute leaflets over 

the areas for which they were intended.13 tSee Chart 2.) 

The Speolal Leaflet Squadron entered.. the European theater in 1942 

as the 4228. Bomb Squadron lH). 305th :Bomb Group and. flew its first d.a~-

light bombing mission on 22 Kovember of that year from the base at 

Grafton-Under-rood. The squadron moved to Ohelveston early in September 

194.'3 and ca.rried on night bombing missions with the RAF from that base. 

This experience ca.u.~ed the 422d to be earmarked for night leaflet 

missions. So t~e of operation which it began on 7/8 October 1~43.14 

The 422d :aomb Squadron. commanded by Lt. Col. Jil<I.rle J. Abel'. Jr. ,15 

reraa.ined at Chelveston until 25 June 1944. when it moved to Cheddington. 

----"--,._-=-::.--:::-=---~----~ 
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Because of the ~eclal operations carried on by the 4220. Squadron, the 

3Q5th ;Bomb Gro"up had only three squadrons available for regular bombing 

missions. .An Eighth Air Force reorganization took place in June 1944 
{I I ...p :......<#'. " 

w:eh resul ted ilt-plaoiAg all units engaged in special operations wider 

the VIII Air Force Oomposite Command. As a part of this raor€!\Qnization, 

the 858th Squadron of the 2d Bomb Division was tra...'1sferred on 13 June. 

with a. few of its personnel as a cadre. to the composite command. The 

rest of the personnel, a.s well a.s :91anes (B-17' s) and equipment, :tor the 

858th Bomb Squadron came in part from the 422d Bomb squadr~n.16 On 

24 June, 67 officers and 166 enlisted. Ilen were transferred :tram the 422d. 

to the 858til Squadron, and new crews were assigned to build the 4220. u;p 

to full strength as a bombing un1 t .17 This change took place wi th no 

interruption in night leaflet missions. ~he Special Leaflet Squadron 

continued to operate a.s the 858th until 11 August 1944. At this time 

the 492d Bomb Group was being formed. from the OAclP.h..-..cDAGGER and other 

units. and. the Special Leanet Squadron changed numbers with the 406th 

:Bomb Squadron.1B Thus, the squadron number 406, which had been borne 

by one of the two origi.nal Oa.rpetbaggers. no,\-, became the Speoial Leaflet 

Squadron. The change, aga.1n~ was largely a. paper transaction. lio further 

changes in designation occUl'red. although on 7 October 1944 the 406th 

was placed under the VI.LI Fighter OOlllllland19 without a change of sta.tion. 

and then on ~O Decel.iber 1944 it was relieved from this assignment and 

placed directly und.er the 1st Bomb Division. ro A final change in station 

occurred on 15-16 Ha.rch 1945. when the 406th moved to Harrington. 21 

~_  ,_-.-""",-",~ ~<~.~..... __ .-. ......... __
~.L-""""""'_____  ._ 
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J30mbers of the Eighth Air Faroe were regularly used to drop leaflets 

on their combat missions to supplement the Special Leaflet Squadron's 

work and to reach the more di stant targets. i'hi s practice began a few 

nonths after the S])ec1al Leaflet Squadron entered the theater. .A. diree­

tive of 22 February' 1944 placing heavy bombers at the disposal of :rWD 

SHA.EF was modified. at the end of April to confine d.a¥J.ight leaflet 

drOillJing to the 91st, 305th, 306th, 351st, and 397th. :Bomb Groups of the 

1st Air Division. On every misdon to Germany, two planes from each of 

these grou;ps were to be fully loaded. wi ttl leaflet containers. 22 (See 

ApI'S. 17 and 18.) The number was reduced to one plane per group on 

22 1,fay.23 Another change occurred in June when USS!rAF directed the 

.d:ighth Air Force to assign two aircraft in each of six groups to leaflet 

~241 hi d G Do"wor.\t. n respons.) to t s or ar, anera! olJ.tt1e directed the 

follo"rlnC groups, two from each bomb division, to provide the aircraft: 

1st :Bomb Division; 91st :Bomb Group, 1st Combat lo{ing
 
306th :Bomb Group, 40th Oombat Wing
 

2d :Bomb Division: 445th :Bomb Group, 2d Oombat I....ing
 
491st :Bomb Gro\l"O. 95th Combat Wing
 

3d :Bomb Division: 447th :Bomb Group. 4th Combat Wing
 
487th :Bam:;' Group, 92d Oombat ,ring
 

Leaflets were to be dropped on a~~ested targets, en route to or from 

the comba.t targets. All responsibility for delivering and loading packed 

leaflet baroDa and the aes1~tlon of targets remained with FWD SliAHF. 25 

~he leafleting program was intensified further in November 1944 when the 

1st :Bomb Dlvision attached seven crews of' the S56th :Bomb Squadron to the 

406th Bomb Squadron for nignt missions from Oheddington. All ·out three of 

these crewe were back with their :parent unit at the end of' the month. 26 
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There was no special 1eatlet squadron in the Mediterranean theater. 

Distribu.tion of nickels was assiGtled. to 0-47 rs on supply missions I to 

Dombers on day and night attacks, and to lighter aircraft on tactical 

missions. The Psychological Warfare .Elxecu~ive (P'WE) at :first coordinated 

its requests for leaflet drops with Advance Force 133,27 and then. with 

aOF.!i!O. 334 ;flng. and the Strateglc Air Force. Each 0-47 on a supply 

mission generally carried 150 1'1,;)8. of nickels to be dropped some distance 

away from the liZ schaduJ.ed to recalve s~plie9.28 The heav,y bombers. 

3-1'7 rs and :13-24' s of the 264lst Special Group I normally carried. 250 lbs. 

of leaflets. 29 Oomparatively few of the 0-47 sorties were :flown ex-

elusively ;for mckeling purposes. In liovember 1944, for example. the 

7th and 51st Troop Carrier Squadrons :flew only- 11 sorties exclusively 

devoted. to leaflet distribution. The weight of nickels carried. on aUCb. 

30
sorties was 4.000 to 4.000 Ibs. The 205 :Bomb Group I.R.A.F) also flew 

severfl.1 leafleting sorties. both by d~' and by night. 

'IeQlWque § g,t Lea,11e1i Dro:gpi~ 

!ihe earliest method. of leaflet distribu..tion, and. the one used most 

extonsivelY in the I~editerranean theater. consisted of throwing broken 

bundles from \dndows, doors, or bomb bays. 'r.uis method vas used b~ 

E_24 f g of the 406th :Bomb Squadron when it started leanet operations 

from the Un! ted Kingdom in October 1943. The nickels. picked u;p by the 

armfUJ., Were dropped through open bomb bays a.t an altitude 0:£ 30,000 

31feet or more. RAF bombers released leaflets tnrough flare ehutes. 

~eitner method was satisfactory. since the light pieces of paper often 

~~.~-~, ~~-'~._-----_.. ~--
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32
drifted a considerable distance before reaching the ground. In the 

first leaflet raids on Paria _ pilots of :8-17 I S and B-24' g tnrew out 

leaflets wnen the planes were 75 miles away" from the city_ "hoping that 

the wind wouJ.d carry them more or less in the direction of' the cap! tal. 

33 
very often the leaflets would go all the way to Italy instead. tt 

A slight improvement came when leaflet bundles were placed in orude 

boxes and relt"..ased through. a trap door attached to a bomb shackle. Fach 

:B-Z4 carried two boxes which contained. a. total of 100 standard-t1 ze 

lea:f1et 'bundles. Some bundles were equipped with an aneroid fuze whioh 

was set to brea.'k 't."P the :gack:age at 6,000 feet, but nearl~- all of' them 

actually broke wi thin a thouaand feet of' the :plane. Other bundles were 

tied .....1.th cords 2,nd failed to break until strildng the ground. 34 

The problem of more efficient distrioution of leaflets over a target 

attracted the a.ttention of capt. James L. Honroe. Armament Officer of the 

422d 30mb Squadron. Hi s experiments resulted in the invention of the 

35
1130mb. Propaganda, T-l, II which wa.s first tested on 21 January 1944. 

!::he na'''' bomb was a e~rlinc1.er, 60 inches long and 18 inches in diameter. 

constructed of laminated waJt: paper and fi tted \'11. th a barometric nose 

fuze. Tr~s fuze functioned at altitude9 of 1,000 to 2.000 feet and 

igni ted a primer cord whiCll destroyed the container (wi tb practicall;)' no 

daIl'.age to its contents) and released the leaflets. Each bomb couJ.d hold 

about 80 .000 leaflet units which would be sca.ttered over an area. of 

about one square mile. 36 The modified bomber used b.. Special Leaflet 

Squad.ron carried 12 of the bombs on its racks. while the regular bomber 

held 10. On regular bombing missions, when the lilghth Air Force sent 

a..-__~ __._~ ..~. __ .~~~~~ - ~-~ ­
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out 12 B-Z4. I S load.ed wi th leaflet bombs, a mwd.mwn of 9 t 600 ,000 leaf':\e ts 

37
couJ.d be carried. The T-l bomb was in mass production by April 1944 

at ~,relchbourne, where the assembly line turned out 100 ca.ses per da.~~. 

38
The finished bomb ca.ses were loaded with leaflets at Sha:rnbrook. 

Some time later. apparently in June or July 1944. the ~-3 leaflet bomb 

came into use for fighter-bombers. ~his was a converted metal flare case, 

EO inches long and 8 inches in diameter, which had a streamlined nose 

and a tail fin. The T-3 operated either with an American clookwork fuze 

or a :British barometric fuze. Each of t.llese St18J.ler bombs held 15,000 

leaflet units. Fighter-bombers carried 1.W to nine !l:-3 bombs,and mediums 

could carry ro. 39 

Leaflet operations in the Un! ted Kingdom fell into three categories 

according to the d.egree of urgency involved. lIRouUneu missions dropped 

French. :l:!el&ian. Dutch. German, and Norwegian pamphlets and newspa'Pers. 

:Chese leanets were delivered. to Sham"brook, loaded into bomb cases t 

and then dintributed to air force sta.tions. llRoutine rush ll mi~sions 

c.ropped the dally newspaper to German troops. Partly loaded bom-os for 

such misaions went from Sha.rn.brook to Chelveston.. were the newspapers 

were deliv-ered and the loading completed. lIRashll missions called for 

the delivery of special leaflets over a partioular target. :Each station 

likely to participate was supplied ~dth 20 ~ty containers, which were 

40
loaded at the station. 

lIicke1i~ Ojl~ratioP,§ w.a ~ TJnited Kingdom 

In describing leaflet dropping in any theater one 18 forced b~t the 
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very nature of the wort: to have reoourse to statistics: numbers of 

leaflets, tons of leaflets, numbers of sorties, and so on. ~he result 

leads inevitably to the general 1ll\Pression that the Allies dropped a 

tremendous we1~t of printed propa~da. Host of the work. especially 

tba.t -part of it which was carried on at night. lIras routine in nature and 

relatively devoid of any excitement other than the danger which was 

character1stic of all missions over enemy terri tory. Uncertainty was 

al\'tays present, of oourse; but pilots of planes 'bearing nickels, like 

those carrying supplies to the resistance groups. were primarilY con-

earned witn. delivering their loads and avoiding com·oat. :rhe planes flew 

hign. avoided concentrations of antiaircraft fire. and were not required 

to tc.ke the :risks that accompanied bombers bent on destroying either 

amall or large targets. Losses, therefore. were light. ~he ~eclal 

Leaflet Squadron in !l~~ng 2,302 credit sorties, that is, sorties that 

reaChed enemy territory, lost 3 aircraft in action, suffered severe 

damage to 5. had 16 or 18 men killed, 11 missing. and 11 or 14 wounded. 

Three enemy aircraft were destro~red and one Was claimed as damaged. The 

first ;plane went down in JUly 1944. the second in October, and the 

third. in Jo.nua:ry 1945. (llhis record, foJ.' 19 months of' operations, was 

little short of miraculous. l5ee AW. 20.) 

NiCkeling activities from the united Kingdom began with a small 

ll.A:E' mission over Kiel on the n1~t of 3/4 September 1939. The program 

gathered momentun a~ the war progressed, until b~ 6 J'1me 1944. D-day 

for the Uormandy invasion. :B1'1Usb. planes had dropped a total of 
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2.151.000,000 leaflets over the Continent. In Augo.st 1943. the ]''ighth 

Air Force began to participate in tbi s for:n of psychological warfare 

and by 6 June had dropped 599.000,000 leaflets over the Continent. 

After the inVtlsion ot Normandy. Eizh,th Air Force leaflet operations far 

surpassed those of the RA.F. Heavy bombers on regular daylight masions 

distributed 1,176.000,000; the ~ecial Leaflet Squadron on night missions
• 

dropped 1,57'7,000,000; and medium bombers of the Ninth Air Force added 

82,000,000 to the total. The BAF at the same time was dropping 406,000.000. 

Thus, A.PJ units dropped more than 57 per cent of the 5,997,000,000 lea.f­

lets which were carried to the Continent thro'Ugtlout the war bY' Allied air­

41cra.ft based. in the Un!ted. Kingdom. (See Ohart 3. on following page. and 

App. 2lA..) !l:hese statistics provide ample evidence of the role play-eO. 

in psychological war:f'are 'o~t Allied aircraft from the Un! ted Kingdom. 

The Special Leaflet SqUBdron, the 4ZZd of the 305th Bomb Grol.'q). 

oe~ o~erntions on the night of 7/8 October 1943 with a mission ot tour 

aircra.ft to Paris. Fifteen sorties were flown during the month to drop 

J)ropat;anda. on Paris, Rennes. Rauen, and Oaen. :B~r the end of December. 

the squadron had. completed 146 sorties and had dropped 44,840 ,000 

leaflets. The missions varied in RiM from two to eight aircraft, the 

a.verage being slightly under five. ..lllxcept for three missions, all of 

the ta.rgets lay in lran~e, :Belgi,1,]lllt and Holland. On the night of 

30 l~ovember/l December, Krefeld and Opladen in Germany were nickeled. 

and on 2/3 l)ecelIloer J'lanes showered more than 1,000 ,000 nickels on 

:Bremen. Oldenburg. and Hamburg. 42 
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During the first quarter of 1944. the Special Leaflet Squadron 

devoted most of its efforts to Frane~ t where Paris. Rotl.on t Amiens , 

Re1ms. Lille t Orlea.ns t and P.ennes were eBIlecially favored. Sorties 

went as far south as Toulouse and sou.theast to Grenoble, and 35 c1ties 

were "at tacked" wi th. lea£lets. 43 OARPmBAGGER and regular bomber squadrons 

were likewise engaged in nickeling and rai sed the total lea.flet tonnage 

44 
to 583 for the quarter. (See App. 19.) ~he 422d Bomb Squadron ex­

tended the scope of its operations considerably in Aprl1 t although the 

number of completed sorties wa.s smaller than in l-farch. On the night of 

18/19 April, 13_17 1 g using the T-l leaflet bomb for the first timQ. 

visited OslOt Dra.11Illen t Sld.eu. ~rondheif.1, Stavanger. and. :Bergen in 

Norway. Th.e number of cities nickeled. per masion also increased until 

it was comnon for 15 to 25 to he schedUled as targets for a five-plane 

45mission. In May. the la.st f'UJ.l month of operations before D-day, 

four of the leaflet droppers were attacked by enemy planes. The first 

attack, on the night of 3/4 Hay. res"Ul ted in no ca.sualti as or damage.46 

:J:Ihree nights later. au Me-110 and an F~i-190 a.ttacked one of the :a-17 t s 

south of Louvain. Gunners on the B-1? claim to have destroyed the 

FW-190; their own ship suffered severe dmllsge. but none ot the orew \'188 

wounded. 47 Over Denmark on the night of 12/13 Hay t one of f'1va B-1?' s 

was attacked by a Ju-88. wnich was destroyed; but two of the craw were 

killed and. three were wounded. The last atta.ck vas by two Ju-88 t s on 

15/16 Bay. in wn1ch one of the crew was killed. and three were wounded. 

Three of these four attacks were suffered by ~~. piloted by 
48 

Lt. Aloert J. Kantor. Still. the Special Leaflet Squadron had not 
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lost a plane in 637 credit sorties over a period of eight months. 

The special Leaflet Squadron was. in a sense, the s~earhead of the 

Normandy' invasion. Led by Oolonel Aber, the 422d was the first :B-1? 

unit to fly over the beachheads to Normand;:' on D-day. Singly and un­

esoo1'ted, the planas dropped warning leaflets to the people of" 17 

49villages and cities. ~hat night the squadron set a new reoord when 

12 :B-1?' s nickeled 34 targets in France, Belg1'lun, and the lietherlands. 50 

lvIi ssions of eight to ten planes were not uncommon in June, and by the 

end of the month the $pecial Leaflet Squadron had set a record of 209.6 

tons of leaflets dropped. This tonnage was more than double the May 

figure and far surpassed the previous high of 146.3 tons delivered in 

~..farch. Deliveries bl CARI?.I:Jr.l3AGGER planes, amo\Ultlng to 43.1 tons. also 

set a new record for the 492d :Bomb Group. althougn the leaflet tonnage 

dro:pped by bombers on regular missions was 50 tons less than in Hay. 51 

.Lnvasion of the Continent brought abo"J.t a change in the propaganda 

policy. Grea.ter emphasis was placed upon appeals to foreign workers 

to sabotage Ger~~'s war effort. upon pointing out the futility of 

5a
continued resistance. and. on urging soldiers to surrender. Conse­

q'll8ntly. most of the propaganda distriouted after D-day was printed. in 

Gsnnan. (See Chart 4. on ,.:'ollo..J1ng page.) In JuJ.y the Sllecial Leaflet 

Squadron again set a record with 133 effective sorties which dropped 

216.1 tons of propaganda. The total for all Eighth .A.ir Faroe uni ts. 

however. was nea.rly 14 tons under the June tonnage. For the first time 

in 10 months of operations. the Special Leaflet Squaf.lrOn lost a. plane, 

53
wi th 10 men reported missing. (See Apps. 19 and 20.) CARPETBAGG.n:R 

L....._~ ~_~.~_~.~ ~.•.~~.~.~ ~ 
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missions ended in Se!?tember, thus leaving nickel1ng operations to the 

regular bombers and the 406th Bomb Squadron. Still the tonnage for 

August and Ser;.tember vas 662.8. Of the 217,000,000 leaflets dropped 

by planes based in. the United Kine;dom in August, 84,000,000 were combat 

leaflets to the battle areas, 66.000,000 were stra.tegic leaflets 

directed to the German home front, and 58.000.000 went to the Frenoh 

people. l1eaium bombers also entered sign1'flcantlY into the propa.ganda. 

war and greatly increased the volume delivered O"1'er the battle areas. 

The bulk of leaflets dropped. in September went to the German. home front 

54
and to the retrea.ting Nazi a.rmies. A variation in activities occurred 

on :3 October linen 15 P-51 1 s escorted two ]-1'/'8 of the 406th :Bomb 

Squadron on a special mission to the Netherlands. Frol!1 eigp.t to ten 

bombers went out on operation.-u nights during the month to nickel 30 

56 
to 40 targets on eaCh mission. 

The campalgn. to disseminate propaganda to the German people was 

further inten.sified in November. The 406th :Bomb Squadron was raised 

in strength to 2l aircraft and Z4 operational crews. a. change made 

possible by transferring seven planes and crews from the 492d Bomb 

56Lrroup. The result was to increase the squadron' s tonnage to 315.3 

for the month, a record th.. t was not surpassed until !Iarch and April 

1946. ~ See };pp. ::fJ.) I t has been estinated tha.t in Uovember. when 

propaganda distribution \<18S concentra.ted on the Aachen and 1-Ietz sectors 

and ahead of' the First French and Seventh U. S. Armies. more than 

300,000.000 leaUets were distributed by all agencies. l-iedium a.nd 

---,.~-~~-~._~~-~. --~-~ 
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fighter bombers based in France dropped about 8.000,000, artillery fired 

5710,000,000, and bombers from En61and oontributed 286,000,000. 

Two factors exercised a decided influence on leaflet activities in 

Decer.lber. bad weather and the German offensive. !l1b.e first hampered 

activities somewhat and the second, tne period of the Ardennes break­

through, made the UBuaJ. tactica.l leaf'leting inopport'UIle. The 406th 

:Bomb Squadron dropped no leaflets at all in the sal1ent but fiew four 

missions to other parts of the front from 16 to :!'l December. Then. when 

the German offensive had been sto~ped, it delivered 3,250.000 copies 

of _ hriRb.1i=. to the enemy's scattered foroes. Speoial leaflets. 

rushed into print to cover the Allied offensive, were delivered by the 

68RAF and AAF strategic bombers in large quantities. !ebe use of stra­

tegic bombers in a tactical role :put bomb spaee at a premium. however. 

59 
with the resuJ. t that on many missions no leafle-ts were carried. 

:aoth the reguJ.ar bombers and the 406th Bomb Squadron set new 

records for leaflet dropping durin.g the last four full months of the 

war. The all-tiDe high for the .A.J>3 came in Harch r with 654.9 tons; 

in April the total was 55?3 tons. (See App. 19.. ) German. :French, 

60:Du.toh. and .f.<elgian tersets were visited i'requentl;r. Oolonel Abert 

the 406th f S corrmander, wa9 killed. by friendly flak over England on 

4 Uarch 1945 while returniUt; from a mission to the ~retherlands, thus 

ending a brilliant career a.s leao.er of a un1t to ,,;h1ch had been assignecl 

61 
So most difficult and important role in the air 'War. In spite of this 

loss and the move fronl Gheddington. to Harrington. the 406th :Bomb Squadron 
62 

dropped 407.9 tons of leaflets in Naroh. h'hen its combat operations 

L-.__~ ~ ~_~~_~~_~~~ 
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ended on 9 l~y 1945, the Special Leaflet Squadron had flown 2,334 credit 

63
sorties to 7,036 tar€ets. 

Special duty aircraft flying £rom Italian bases were much more 

limted in nickeling opportuni ti es than were planes from the \.1m tad 

Kinedorn_ The nature of the war in Italy and the J.!alkans, rather than 

any physical Mfffoulties, is the :!,)rinoipal ex,pla.nation. :Bombers on 

strategic missions and supply planes in tLe course of their no~~l opera-

Hons were able to meet 1lw:B needs without the ai d of a special leaflet 

squadron or the assiiYlment of several bombers to the work. Tactical 

aircraft, the medium and fighter-combers in particular. and artillery 

IIshootsl1 were used extensively to nickel the enemy1a f'ront-line posi­

t10ns and rear areas. 

The :e.A:F, in the couxse of act!vi ti es from the Liddl.e East. dropped 

oath leaflets and sUl'plies over Yugosla.via, Albania. snel Greece early 

in the war, but the effort was on a small scale. 64 Supply	 droppers 

frOM l;orth A.f'r:lca, both of the 1'.A'F and the AJJi', ca.rried propagancla to 

southern France_ Whenever possible, each special operations sortie 

carried 300 los. of leaflets, and a nUlll'ber of purely nickeling sorties 

were :f'lo\'JIl to that area from the !:ed1 terranea.n, particularly prior to 

the Seventh Army invasion in August 1944. In all, speoial	 duty aircraft 

6"delivered less than 100 tons of nickels to southern France, .... a 

figure surpassed by the Special Leaflet Squadron of the Eighth Air 

Force in ever: one of its 1B full months of operations. 
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~e Stratet1.c Air Force dropped a.ppropriate PW3 leaflets on large 

cities in Italy and the :Ba1kaD.s. Its attacks on Rome were preceded and 

acaompanied by nickeling. and leaflets urging a general strike and 

sabotage of enemy cOlllulUnioa.tions preceded tho Salerno inva.sion. f.'6 Most 

of the nickeline; by the Strategic Air ]'orce a£ter Operation AVALANCHE 

was ce.rried out by the 2:>5 Bomb Group lEAF). From 1 llovember 1943 to 

1 Ha.rch 1944. this unit flew special nickel1ng missions over large cities 

and dronped mora than one-half of the 13.500,000 nickels delivered by 

I·!ASAF. in the first half of lTovember 1943 t Wellingtons of the 205 Bomb 

&roup ;flew e1eht special nickeling missions over citi as and the battle 

areas. Thereafter, stabilization of the front and other factors cur­
67

tailed such missions. Durine.; the first quarter of 1945, however. the 

group drop~ed aoo'Ut m.ooo .000 leaflets on regUlar bombing missions and 

special nickeling sorties. 68 Tho 42.2d Bomb Squadron of the Eighth Air 

Force t by Wa::J" of coupv,rison, dropped more than 346,000,000 leanets 

in the same ~eriod. 

Leaflet dropping was merel;y- a side issue of supply operations for 

special duty aircraft based in Italy. Nea.rly everr 0-47 of the 60th 

Troop Carrier Group carl~ed frOID 150 to 450 los. of leaflets to the 

llalkans or north Ital;'l on t1u;pply missions. :lritten in many languages, 

they were dropped on GerJt1a.ns t Greeks, A.lbanians, Yugosla.vs. :BuJ.{$TS. 

and Italians while the planes were en route to or from t.nelr targets. 69 

A sufficient number of niclcelint; sorties. on each of which some 4,000 

to 4,500 lbs. of leaflets were carried, were flown to keep the monthly 
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total a.t 45 to 68 tons. In the period 12 Fe'bruary-3l December 1944 I 

the 51st Troop Oarrier Wing dropped 414.4 tons on the 3alkans and 

Ita.l~~. 70 

The 51st Troop Oarrier Squadron new its first sortie from Brindisi 

in February 1944 wi th a nickeling rrdssion to Patras, on the north shore 

of the Peloponnesus. Vldbility was poor 'but the pilot dropped 4,500 

71Ibs. of nickels on his a.ssigned targets. The 7th ~roop Carrier 

Squadron also beran operations with a two-plnne mission on the nerl 

night. Lt. 001. Aubrey S. Hurren, commander of' the 62d Troop Garrier 

Group. piloted one of the planes by dead-reckoninC to the Peloponnesus 

and dropped his leaflets on six targets. ':the second plane. also fiyill8 

blind in heavy weath.er, nickeled five targets in southern Yugoslavia. 72 

One ot the lontiest nickeling missions, in time elaIlsed. was flown 'by a 

7th Troop Carrier Squaoron plane on tile night of 24/25 February 1944. 

:1:aking of'f at 2205 through an overcast, the pilot made a landfall on 

the Albanian coast t proceeded to southern Yugoslavia to nickel five tar­

gets, and then headed for Brindisi. On the return trip the navigator 

received an incorrect Q.1l'~ and. after wandering over ItaJ.;r until 0730, 

the plane lB.nded at a. bomber base. '73 The number of erclusively nickel­

ing sorties :nown by the 62d. Troop Oa.rd er Group to the end ot Harch 

1944 was small, probably not more tl:.n.n. three or four. '74 

Nick:eling continu.ed to Oe of secondary importance to s'Ul)ply opera­

tions ,"omen the 60th Troop Ca.rrier Gro~ took over at .Jrindisi in April 

1944. Seven leaflet sorties were flown in April, one eac:h in Ma..,v and 

-

L...... >_> • __ ~_ _~~ 
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75 
June. and only two in July. There was a deaided	 increase in liThe 

ltick:el Express II in :;;-ovamber when the 7th and 51st Squadrons flew 10 

nickeling sorties to drop more than 2l tons on Yugoslavia, Albania, and 

Greeoe. 76 II<. DeceL1ber, after the 7th Squadron had. left llrindisi. the 

51st flew at least seven sorties to drop surrender and other leaflets 

on the Podgorica pocket and northward along lIflak: alley, II the enemy IS 

escape route through Yugoslavia. 77 All bu.t five of the 51st Troop 

Oarrier Squad.rcnls sorties in January were landing missions, ana no
 

78

nickels were dropped; but in February it cOlrlPleted 11 leaflet sorties 

to drop 22 tons in Yugoslavia. primarily to German	 troops. and in lfarch 

7S
the squadron dropped about 10 tons on five sorties.

After the 885th and 859th Bomb Squadrons entered Italy. theY' also 
eo 

carried nickels :for PWB. In two t~'Pical months of operation. the 2641st 

Special Group f'le\T 209 successful sorties to the Ba.lkans and 152 to 

81northern Ital~", during which it dropped. a total of 34.6 tons of leaflets. 

Since the averace 'Per sortie was 20'30 1bs. in January and. 172 1bs. in 

1,jareh 1945. It is o·ovious that many of the sorties carried no leaflets. 

In comporing leaflet operations by special duty aircraft in the 

Hed.! terranean theater wi tn tJ.1e effort put forth by the Special Lea:f"1et 

Squadron in the Uni ted Kingdom alone, it is apparent tha.t tlle lot tel' 

achieved far greater results. The period from February 1944 to April 

1945 o1fers a fair basis of comparison, since it coincides with the 

period. during which .A.AF units were engaged in special operations in botn 

theaters. During that time the Special Le~f1et Squadron dropped 
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3.378.5 short tong of leaflets, but aJ.J.. Allied special duty aircraft 

in the Hed! terranean dropped less than one-third of that weight. (See 

Apps. 20 and 2J.:e.) From Augu.st 1944 to April 1945, for w.nion adequate 

sta.tistics are available for both theaters. the Special Leaflet Squadron 

dropped 2,463.3 short tons, and all special duty aircraft in k~O 

82
dropped 615.37 short tons to all tarbet countries. In making such 

aOJl;pa.risons one must bear iIl. mind toot the two theaters presented 

diverse problems. Had a greater weight of leaflets been advisable in 

the Hed.! terranean. ttlea.t er, the Allied air forces eouJ.d have delivered 

theo• 

.An evaluation of nickeling activities is difficult if not impossible 

when one goes beyond opern.tional II tati sties. These may snow the extent 

of such work and reveal tlle Tolume of effort devoted to dropping 

:propaganda.; but the effect of the entire prograr']. its influence upon 

01vi11an and military yersonnel, cannot be measured exce-pt in the most 

general way. It is unlikely that' general offiCers at SEA1!lF would have 

continued tLeir s~ort had they not been convinced that airborne 

propaganda was j'llsti:f1ed by t.lle results. One test was afforded by 

counting the number of ~risoners who used the safe-conduct leaflet. or 

nad it in t.lleir possession. AnthOny Eden stated in tne l:louse of Oommons 

that 77 per cent of all Germans captured in France carr1 ad surrender 

83 't>t.rl, /"leaflets. The .. ,,~ ofticer of 21st ~my (Troup reported that 75 per­

cent of 11,302 prisoners taken at La havre carri~d leaflets of some 

sort, ant!" the ?vJD officer of 12th Army Group stated th.:"l.t 80 :per cent 
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of the :prisoners captured on the Brest peninsula had leaflets.84 Of a 

sample 200 prisoners captured near Aachen in October 1944. about 50 per 

85aent had leaflets on their persons at the time of capture. Examples 

of' thia sorl, which could be multl,l1E1d at length, prove de:tin1 tely that 

.e German soldiers saw our leaflets. read them. and kept them for future 

use. This faot a.lone is not fully sati~factory evidence that Allied 

propa.ganda wac effeot!va in undermining ellemy morale, but the burden 

of prisoner-ot-war information indicates that such was the case. 

Furth.er proof of leaflet affecti'V'eness is seen in attempts by the 

German High COmmk~d and the Goebbels organization to counteract Allied 

propaganda. The laok of news in GertUan forward areas made enemy soldiers 

more or less constant readers of NacjJ.rlchten and other news sheets. 

Persons were sentenced to der.th for :!licking up and distributing leaflets, 

and the Eigh Oommand directed officers to carT'j out 1 ts ord.ers to destroy 
86 

this propaganda.. As Karl Siegbold. mouthpieoe for Goebbels. declared~ 

r1There is not a. single sentence in these lea.flets which does not want 

to do us harm. • •• They are wea.po~s, a.nd we must be careful wi th all 

weapons. u 87 And the National Z4~itJWI: of Essen declared: liThe text of 

these leaflets is always so undermining that they must immediately be 

88
surrendered to the police. It News leaflets contained ma.terial that wa.s 

reproduced in clandestine sheets published by the Underground. and eveIl 

these were found to Oe an effeotive means of undermining enemy mOl'a.le. 89 

They were. likewise. illl!lortant in ma.intaininf.:; civilian morale in 

occupied countries.90 

.~---~--~-~~._--_.~-~ 
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Nickeling in the Balkans has been credited with serving the aaa 

general purposes as in western Europe. News sheet8 ca.rr1ed information 

not otherNise available, encouraged resistance~ and bolstered morale. 

'!he Soldaten Nachrichten gave the German soldier uncolored news and 

contained accOWlts which otten were confirmed bY' en~ broadcasts. 

Each confirmation served to increase the soldier' IS confidence in the 

trut.h of Allied statemenbJ. Good Nazis, of course, might not read the 

leatlet.; but they could not a'Yoid hearing discussions among those who 

had read them.91 Leaflets also had a. nuisance ...alue, since the enem;r 

w.nt to considerable trouble to collect them before they could gain wide 

distribution, and the Partisans gleef'l.tlly tacked the annoying pieces 

of paper in prominent places to increa•• the en~ts task.92 

'!'hi. sampling ot the evidence, ldlUe not & basis for qualit.ative 

eva1uation~ does afford reason to conclude that confidence in the le&!­

let aspect of pSY'chologieal 'Warfare was not misplace4. The AD, respon­

sible for deliver;y ot the propaganda though not its content or 

production, cannot avoid a deep interest in the effects ot operations 

which .ru.de significant demands on its materiel and personnel, and lIbich 

required the diversion of aircraft and crews from. more orthodox combat 

missions. 

-~ - - ~~,- .. _~-~ ...._-~ -,,~~.~~ .~ _._- -~__ ~,_~__ - _.__ ~~~~.-,J 
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GLOdSJi.RY 

Anp-lo-J>J11erican !:J.litary ;',ission to the Yugoslav 
National :.my of Liberation (llaclean l,:ission) 

Allieo. Armies in Ital:r 
Air Commantler 
Assistant Chief, I.ir i:3taf£ 
Assistant Chief or 6ta.ff 
hllied Central ~editerranean Force 
Aircrew •.escue Unit 
Allied Force ileadquarters 
Office of The Adjutm1.t Generew. 

Balkan Air Force 
Balkcm idr Terminal ~ervice; British Air 'l'erminal 

6ections; Balkan Air 'ferminus "jection 
British Droadcdsting Company 
British Li~ison Officer 

Co:nbined Chiefs of Staff 
Com.;lAl1.ding General 
GOrlk"'la1ld Post
 
Ohief of Staff
 

Desert Air Force
 
ulstincuished Flying Cress
 
Hi:: c.-i 1Lruished Service Order
 
cL.')r1 zone
 

Greek Democrat N~tienal League
 
Greek Peop1.es Army of Liberation
 
iuropean 'Iheater of Operations, U. S. Army
 

French Forces of the Interior 

German Air Force
 
General. Headqua.rtclll, L:i.ddle East
 
General Order
 
Geueral Officer COt:llnanding
 

Italian h.ir !"orce
 
Inter-Service Lia.ison Detachment (.Brit.)
 
Inter-~ervice vigna,1a unit-6 (.arit .. )
 

Joint 0hief3 of staff 
Joint Intelligence Collection Agency, lil.ddle East 
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SO 
~ 

SOB 
SOMTO 
S-phone 
SPOD 
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Ohapter 1 

1.	 !am ~ at k, ~-~ (Washington. 1945), pp. 35-78. 

2.	 Stephen Spender, III Think Oontinuall~ of' !rhose W,b.o 'liere Truly Great ,II 
quoted in Henry Steele Oommager, ed., ~ Pocket 1fiatory .Q.f.:t1:lA Socgnd 
~ ~ O~ew York, 1945). p.. 291. 

3.	 "Even after three lears of privationa and repressiGn and the ferocity 
of Nazi reprisals for any act of d1sobedienae. the spirit of' inde­
pendence wa.s still al1ve. In the mounta.ins ot Yugosla.via. the patriots 
continued their struggle a~inst the ~ed forces of the Axis. 
Guer~lla outbreaks in Greece were on the increase. Fren.eh. resistance 
found expression not only in sabotage and in a.ttacks on German 
officers, but also in rioting and res! stance to forced labour, and 
in March the report that all you.ths from ro to 23 would be drafted 
for labour serrlcas resulted in the flight of' several thousand into 
the mountains of Savoy Where thay maintained a brief resistance 

- against the author! tl es. Norwegian an~er at repression and lood 
seizures forced the ITans to_proclaim a state of emergeno~ during 
the second week in October L194~ as a preeaution against outbreaks. 
Dutch resistance t" compUlsory labOur and the internment of ex­
5o:td1ers broufJlt the proclamation of martial la.w at the beginning 
of M.a.=,-. •• In DenmorI~ the first attitude of icy a.loofness was re­
placed by an e.ct1va c~a.ign at sabotage. • • _ :By August sa.botage 
had become so widespread 1;hat the Germans demanded the banding over 
of the culprits to German. military courts. • •• These were forces 
for the Alties as well as the Germans to take into a.ccount. Within 
the European Fortress lay enslaved populations who passionatelY 
awaited an Allied assault as a. signal to turn a.gainst their oppressors 
with all their remaining strength. It was one of the ta.sks of' the 
United Nations to keep that spirt t alive and to provide the weapons 
and the leaa.ersh1p which would enable the forces of liberation within 
Europe to c:l-operate with the coming invasion. It F4gar Molnn! s, 
.!e.ha!ia.:t.: lpyrth.har. (London, 1944), pp. 249-51. 

4.	 Articles by Andre Gira.rd and J. Kessel t quotea. in Oommager ted. , 
~ Ppgkej( We dPa. Q1 W Segcwl ~ ~t Pt>. 301-08 • 

5.	 Ltr•• 001. C. S. Vanderblue to OG .clJ:OUSJ., "Supply ot Resistance 
Groups til 12 Oct. 43, in 492d Bomb ~. (R). History of the 
CABPYlBAGGER Project. I (n.p.). ~eraaftar oited as OABPEreaAGGER 
History.J ~? 7';. ~;':\ jOtS, <-;} 

•	
1 

6.	 IIVis1tor from Denmark," .2 Aug. 44, in History, 859th Bomb Sq., Sept 
43-Sep. 44. 
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161AAFBH-21. Notes. 01}ap. I 

7.	 i'TaJ.tar !raub itl OOl:ll1'!lager, ed.. ~ ~Pk.EW H1JUory .o.f. i1:I..e. Second ~ 

m" p. 297. 

8.	 O~1-IN-6310 (7-1-45), Eisenhower to !-iarshall, 6 Jan. 45 • .;rs..73960. 

9.	 AF.B:Q G-3 Operations Sec.. "Special Operations in the lied!terranean 
Theater of Operations,lI Sec. VIII. p. 1. in AGO Analysis files. 
jjeres,ft,er cited as Special Operations 1.YlO:! ~, 51~.!' I~ } I:'" 

•	 !e 10. IL6Z HefiteuooeM Rertejf, No.7 (April-June 44), ~. 75';' ¥111tary 
Attache Report, :Baghdad. Uo. 259. May 44, tn A-2~... 

11.	 :Broz. a zagreb metal worker t had been sent back to Yugoslavia. in 1937 
by	 the Oomintern to lead the illegal Yugoslav COIlllnunht Pa.rty. 1.b14. 

I • 
12.	 JU..i. Medih:rranem ReVe.lIt. No.7. :p. 713; Military Attache Report. 

- Rome. No. R-82-45. Z7 Nov. 45. in A.-2 Lib. 

13.	 ;~ili tary Attache
I 

Report. :Baghdad. No. 259, May 44; Il.Al. HediteUMean 
lW:Gl;»£. lTo. 7, p. 76 • 

. 
14.	 60th Troop Carrier Gp., liThe S,lory of Regupply Opera.tions to the 

llaJ.kans and Greeoe tf (n.p.). LHereafter cited as IIStQry of ~BUPJ}ly.fl 

15.	 sPecial. Operations liTO y Sae. IX. pp. 1-2. 

16.	 .A.F.HQ. G-3 Operations Sec•• IIH1otory of Speeial Operations (Air) in the 
l~ed1terra.nean Theatre. 1942-1945. 11 p. 30. in AGO .Analysis filee. 
fjerea£ter 0.1 ted as Special Operations (Air) !1!20;] 

17.	 Special O1'erationB UTO. Sec. X. p. 1. 

18.	 lJ21A...:P. 2. 

I.:!UJ1.. , Sec. XIV. p. 1. 

20.	 n1A.• Sec. XV. p. 1. 

21.	 illA.• Sec. IV, p. 1. 

22.	 CM:-IN-6681 (1-1-44), Wilson to ~m. 10 .fan. 44, #W-9833. 

23.	 Speo.iaJ. Operations ~JLTO, Sec. IV t p. 3. Since an extensive treatment 
of the resistance movements is 'beyond the scope of this study. no 
effort has been made to cover the rather voluminous periodical 
11terature and numerous bookg which have appea.red on the subject. 
The follow1ng t1tJ.es are suggestive of availaole materials: !leu' 
Kraus. IQrQJ2Jt ill lWyplj; (New York, 1942); Ja.cob 'form-Mueller. 
NotWAY BevoJ.:IiI Awnat .w. ~ (London, 1941.); L. de .rong, 

-,------­
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HOlland :FidJ,ts .1il:w. If.a.z1a. (London, 1941); Anon., :Beldrwn Unyooguighed 
(London., 1941); Betty Wason, MiraQle k ile11AQ: k Citi!Gts. nm QD. 

f	 (New !oJ:Ok, 1943); Jan Karald, ~.2i a. SeCtlU ~ t.ocston, 1944). 
These books are uniformly unaritical, highly laudatol"Y of Underground 
Ieadel"s, emotional. and superficial. 

24.	 Special Operations WO, Sec. I. p. 3. 

25.	 Twelfth Air Force, II~roop Oarrier Operations, 1944," p. 11; l1Al. 
Mediterranean Rmrimt, No.7. p. 77; Itr., Col. T. J. Manning to 
Co. Twelfth Air Force, 22 Sep. 44, in C1 tat1on, 60th ~roop Ca;rier Gp.: 
History, 877th Bomb Sq., p. 2, in History, 859th ]omb Sq., Sept 43­
Sept 44; Itr., 001. O. S. Vanderblue to OG mOnSA, "Supply of Re­
sistance Groups,lI 12 Oct. 43, in CARP~::aAGGm H1story, I. 

26.	 ''lrotes for Lecture on :,ledi terranean. Operations. ~.fay 1943-November 
1944," pp. 21-22, in liistory, l·fAAI'. x:xxY; Speoial Operations (Air) 
I,1'.I!O, p. 34. lJ:he first :RAF drop on the night of 7/8 July 1941 
con.sisted of a radio, 2 containers wi. th 16 lbs. of e:x;plos1ve8. 4 
maehine gt1lls. and 12 flashlights. History of Special. Operations, 
:::'~OUSA. Pt. I. Chap. II. p. 347. inR1storlcal Div•• WDSS•. 

2!l.	 Ltr•• 001. O. S. Vanderblue to CG l!.~OUSA. "Supply of Resistance 
Gro\1ps ,n 12 Oct. 43. in OARPETBAGGER History, I. 

28.	 Cl-!_OUT-Z637 (6-9-43), Arnold to Faker. 6 Sap. 43, IR-2731. 

29.	 OH-IN-7216 (9-9-43). Eaker to ~o\'I'nold, 9 Sept 43, 'ifW-4259. 

30.	 Cf~-OUT-0231 (17-9-43 L COS to Devers, 17 Sept 43, '11'R..322S. 

31.	 Ltr., 001. O. S. Vanderblue to CG ~OuSA, "Su;pply of Resistance 
Groups,lt 12 Oct. 43, in OARPETBAGGER History. I. 

32.	 Memo, JOB to Maj. Gen. :B. }of. Giles. nUse of U. S. Aircraft :for Pol1sh 
Subversive Activities, II 29 Nov. 43, and memo for JOS t nUse of U. S. 
Aircraft for Polish Subversive Activities,lI 4 Dec. 43, both in AO!AS, 
Plans. 

33.	 Ol-1-IN-l2966 (22-10-43). Eisenhower to Marshall. 21 Oct. 43. :ft{-3081/ 
567; OM-IN-13452 (22-10-43), Eoyoe to Marshall, 22 Oct. 43, 1'iA.1'4SiQ1­
8764. ~1s committee consisted of Gen. Sir Henry l~tland Wilson. 
COllllllander-in-Chief ni.ddle $st Forces; Vice Admiral Sir .AJ.gernon 
Willis, Colml1tUlder-in- ""hier Levant; Air l'!arshal Sir John L1:nnel, 
Acting Air Officer Commander-in-Ohief: and Maj. Gen. O. Gubbins, 
Director Special Operations Executive. 

34.	 OH-OU!l!-S309 (19-10-43) t COS to :gisenhower, 19 Oot. 43, 1i432. 
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35.	 CH-IN-l2966 (22-10-43) t E:l.seMower to COS, 21 Oct. 43, ,*,'1-3081/567. 

36.	 Spacial Opera.tiona MTO. Sec. VIII. p. 1. 

37.	 OH-!N-12?55 (18-2-44), COS to ttilson, 17 FeD. 44, Ooamed 37. 

e'
 
38, Ltr•• Twining to Faker, IIEvacuation of USAAF Personnel trom Serbia. II
 

19 June 44, in History. NAAF. XII; Hq. 1tA.AF, Special Opera.tions
 
During May 1944. i,ionthl;y Report 1io .. 2. ;I."l)14,.
 

39.	 PIC Paper 110. 63, "A Brief Outline of the Pod tion in Serbia. 
10 JulY' 1944. 1t MID Report No. llA-21309. 4 Aug. 44, in A-2 Lib. 
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Onapter II 

1*	 AEHQ" IlBas1c Policies for Special Operations,lI 10 March 44. in 
Special Operations l¥.1!O, Sec. II, Annex A. • 

a.	 .1lUJ1., Sec. I, 3>. 2. 

3.	 I.l:Wi., Sec. I, Annex A. 

• 
4.	 ~,Sec. III, p. 1* 

5.	 Directive :for Unification of Oommand in the Mediterranean. 5 Dec. 43, 
in Hiatory, M.!AF, LI • , 

6.	 GH~ l-iE, Directive No. 187, 26 :Nov. 43, iII, Special Opera.tions M'l!O. 
Annex 33. 

7.	 A G-3 Special Operations Section, AJi'HQ, wa.s eet up in February 1944, 
headed by :Brig. Gen. 3enjaJllin r. Oaffey. Its functione were to 
initiate policies for command approval; recommend priorities ot 
facilities suCh as ~ec1al operations aircraft and special naval 
craft; prepare recommendations to the Supreme Allied Commander in 
rsepBct to the operations of OSS/SOE, and directives to lower echelons 
on the subjeot; advise on. OSS/SOE matters in genoral. and in pa.rtiou­
lar on planning the preparation of these services in miHtary opera­
tions; coordinate at AFJ::!Q, all policy matters and staff actions 
relating to speoial operations, with particular empha.sis on liaison 
with Sta.te Department and Foreign Office rep1'9aentativ9s; reconrnend. 
the approval of the employment of special raiding forces (such as 
the :Ba.ta.!llon de Ohoo, ""2 SAS Regit'lent, Operational Groupa of OSS. 
and otnera) in strategic roles and to ooordinate Buell acti.vi ties 
with "A" :Force and commanders of lower echelons; advise, as necessary, 
the staff sections concerned. at AFRQ, on questions of equipment, 
supplies 1 and transporta.tion connected with the activitiea of special 
operations agencies j call and preside a.t specia.l operations meetings 
to be attended by representatives from OSS. SOE. ISLD. "All Force. 
I.S. 9,. G-2, PiiB, 1.!A.AF. and the political advisers. Special 
Operations M~O, Seo. III, p. 2. 

..
 8. on...IN-8690 (13..:3-44). Wilson to Nideast. 11 March 44, Medcos 66;
 
CM-IN-16192 (23-3-44), \111800. to WD, 21 March 44, f67579. General.
 
Stawellls functions as CG SOUTO were to advise the SAO MfO on SOE/OSS 
Special Operations in the theater, to Qommand all SOE/OSS un1t8 not 
assignod to subordinate commands, to coordinate all spacial opera.tions 
activities of SOJ?/OSS 'Units.. Ltr•• Wllson to Stawell. 17 April 44, 
in Hi story I MA.A.F, II. 

9..	 Ltr., Faker to Arnold, 3 Sap. 44, in HistOry. MA.AF. XXXVI. Oompany B, 
2677th Regiment (Prov) wa.s foruerly the Special :Balkan Service Unit .. 

...	 - .. _._~.. _.~., _.~~_..~-~-~~--
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10.	 Special Operations Wl!0 ~ Sao. VIII, p. 2. 

11.	 I.JWl. 

12.	 OI·1-Il'l-1916 (3-3-44) t COS to Wilson, .2 March 44, Oosmed lB. 

13.	 AJ!R~, direct!ve to Brigadier I'. H. Uaclea.n. D. 6. O. t :eritish Milita.ry 
Mission to Marshn1 Tito, 22 June 1944. in Special Operations MTO, 
Sec. VIL!. Annex I. The Maclean Mission is also referred to as 37 
~alitary }Rssion. 

J.4.	 Special Opera.tions (AirJ l'4TO, p. 11. 

15.	 T\'telfth Air Force, Troop Oarrier Operations 1944, p. 8. 

16.	 Special. Operations (Air) ~O, p. 11. 
, 

17.	 O!'1-IN-73G2 (10-5-44), HAAJi' to WD, 10 May 44, '/It-i-1685S. 

18.	 SpeciAJ. Operations (Air) 1>1':0. 1). 1'7. :BATS may al so mean :arit1sh Air 
Terminal ~ections or Balkan Air Terminus Sect:ton. 

19.	 Special Operations MTO ~ See. XVI, p. 1; Special Operations (Air) . 
11~0. p. 4. 

20.	 na., pp. 11-1?, 4.1; OSS-Ilif-4229 (2-3-44), Toulmin to Donovan, 
2 March 44, ""22494. in European Resistance Groups folder. AD/AS, 
Plans. 

21.	 History, 885th :Bomb Sq., Nov. 43-f-iaY' 45, p. 1. 

22.	 Special Operations (Air) M!I!O, p. 5. ~h1s flight was raised to 
squadron status on 7 Nov. 44 with 18 multiengine a.ircraft and wa.s 
redesignated No. 301 PoliSh Sq. Hq. ~1AAF, RAF Organization Memo 
No. 51. 5 lTov. 44. in History. l-LAAF, XXXV. 

23.	 Special Operations MTO, Sec. m p. 1.f 

• 
24. Special Operations (Air) MTO. p. J.2; ~we1tth Air Force, lITroop 

Oa.rrier o-"erat1ons 1944, II p. 6 • 

25.	 Special Operations (Air) ~, :p. 6. 

26.	 ~. 

~.	 Special Operations MTO, Sec. XVI, p. 2. 
, 

28.	 special Operation~ (Air) ~O, p. 12. 

- > ~~----	 ~-- -~~._~_~~I 
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A..A:FRH-21, Notes. Chap. II 

29.	 The order wa.s issued on 5 Sep. 1944, end the squatlron flew its last 
desion four ~s later. Rq. MAAF. :RAF Organ! mUon Memo No. 43 
and Hq. l.lAA]'. Special Operations During September 1944. I-IonthJ.;r 
Report No.6. in History, HAAF. nx:V. 

• 
30. Hq. MAAF. Special Operations During January 1945. Monthly Report 

lTo. 10. iliA. From time to time other units were made availa.ble 
for speoit\l operations. Ohief among thee," was 205 Gro~ (BAF) 
with a. strength of 120 to 134 tlellin€tons and Liberators. which en­
gaged in SUDPly operations trom Octotler 1944 to February 1945. See 
ApD. 4. this study. 

31.	 Rq. HA.AF. BA'F Organization Memo ~To. 4, 15 Jan. 44, in Eistory, MA.A:F. 
XXXV. 

32.	 Hq. 1'..A.A.Jf, I'D Organization Hemo No. 14, 12 I'larch 44, W4,. 

33.	 W. Medi:lce:rranea.n Renew. }.TO. ?, p. 87. At this time 334 \,{1ng was 
under Gro1J!) Ca.pt. A. :B. Woodhall. History, 885th Bomb Sq•• Oct. 
44. :p. 3. 

34.	 Ltr., Eaker to B. I!. Giles. 6 l~rch 44, in History. MAAr, 1I. 

35.	 CU-IN-21017 (31-1-44). mker to ~..rno1d. 31 Jan. 44. nS-Ol43. 

36.	 Ltr•• &ker to Giles, 31 Jan.: 44, in AA,G 312.1-0. 

37.	 01>1-IN-2101? (31-1-44). Eaker to Arnold, 31 Jan. 44. \1T5-0143. Maj. 
Gen. t:illiam J. Donovan, Director of OSS, informed General Arnold 
on 3 l,ta,rch IS44: "Only by the assignment of eufficient U. S. planes 
to bring the total to four squadrons of heavy bombers in the 
.wropean Theater and at least one fuJ.l squadron of B-17' 9 in the 
Kediterranean Theater will our contDibution approach the scale of 
the :British. effort. II Ltr., 3 March 44, in European Reshtance 
Groups folder, AOtAS. Plans. 

28.	 O~:-ni-529 (1-2-44), Raker to Arnold, 1 Feb. 44. 'lfTS-002. 

39.	 CU..Ov.I!-5923 (14-2-44) I Arnold to 7.aker, 14 Feb. 44. #9742. 

• 40. Or:-IN-144l5 (;)')-3-44), Devers to Narshall. ro Feb. 44, 'I1'E:i-114• 

41.	 Ltr•• Raker to Arnold, 21 March 44, in Hietory. I-tAAF. J.I. 

42.	 Ltr•• Faker to Giles. 6 l'farch 44, in A.A.G 312.1-P. Operations 
Letters. Air Vice Uarsbal Sir John O. Sleesor in£orraed. General 
Donovan: 1l0ur current allotment of a few :8-251s are practically­
worthless and we really req1.ure a squadTon of hea.vy bombers sorely. 
I am convinced that the way the most can 'be done to divert forces 
aWay from Overlord is to raise Hell in the Balkans and tha.t 
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invaluable aid to that end would be accomplished by a squadron of 
American hea.V7 bombers for the Special Operations Force." OSS-IN-4230 
(2-3-4.4), Slessor to Donoven. 2 l.fa.rch 44, '1f'24214. 

4:3.	 Ci-'.-OUT-3313 (8-3-44), Arnold to tBker. 7 l·iarch 44. "!l66. Arnold 
repeated the messa.ge in the same form on 15 March. (CM-OtJr-6346 
(15-:3-44), Arnold to Faker, 15 Harch 44, +2296.) General Eaker had 
won his point. bu.t SODle offioers in the War Department were dubious 
about the 'Project. Maj. Gen. H. A. Craig wrote to General Baker that 

"lithe	 liar Department has been very reluctant to grant this authority, 
notwithstanding the urgent need for this unit. As a matter of fact. 
this action has set a precedent. so unless the,directive ••• is 
follo'lfed immediately and iTI.Pllci tl1". there may be some repercussions. It: 

Ltr., Craig to :E:aker. 22 l-Iarch 44 I in AA.G 312.1-l?, Operations Letters, 
Oentral Files. 

45.	 Ltr., :8aker to-Arnold, 21 l~rob. 44. in History. 14AAJl't II. 

46.	 Hq. F1f'teenth Air Force. GO IB3. 25 March 44; CN-IN'-14443 (20-4-44). 
HAAF to WD, 1.1 April 44. "R-19. 

47.	 History-. 122d Bomh Sq., April 44. 

48.	 ~. 

49.	 Ltr., Eaker to Arnold, 7 Ar,rU 44, in .liistOT,f t MAAF. II. 

50.	 Teletype conversation. l!Bker azul Giles. 17 April 44:. in AAG 3l2.1-Q, 
Operations Letters. 

51.	 Histor=--.... 122d Bomb Sq., April 44. The squadron historian, very 
security conscious. wrote liThe operations of this squadron a.re of a 
highly seoret nature and. cannot be divulged.. II 

52.	 Hq. Fifteenth Air Force, GO S05, 7 June 44.in lIisto17t 885th :Bomb Sq•• 
Aug. 44. 

53.	 IM.d,.. Sept 44 and Oct. 44. 

54.	 Hq. Ji:i@:hth Air Force. Special Operations Order t 15 Dec. 44, cited in 
Hiatal'S", Fifteenth Speoial. Gp. {Prov.), Ja:tJ.. 45, p. 7• . 

55.	 lIq. F1fteentb Air l'oroa. GO 284, 18 Jan. 4.5, cited in a1A.. :p. 7. 
Lt. Col. Leonard M. Mc:!anus and Capt. Robert Stone commanded. the 
8159th and 885tb. Squadrons, respect1vely. 

56.	 Hq. Twelfth Air Force. Afj/S A-3, lIHistorlcal P..ecords,1f 16 April 45.
 
1>. 3. in Administrative Hil;tt6ry, Twelfth Air Force. Pt. II. Vol. 2.
 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



168 

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

AAFBR-2l. Notes. Chap. II -
57.	 IIistory. 264lst Special Gp., March 45. 

58.	 War Dla17. 8th Troop O~rier Sq.. Dec. 43; Twelfth Air Foroe, llTroop 
Carrier Operations) 1944, II p. 6. " 

59.	 War diaries and histories. Bth Troop Carrier Sq., Dec. 43-Feb. 44. 

60.	 t-1A.TAF to XII Troop Carr1er Comd. (R), No. A.as, 10 Feb. 44, in 
Twelfth Air Force, ll!l:roop Oarrier Operations. 1944. II 

61.	 History. 62d. Troop Carrier Gp •• Feb. 44. p. L Lt. 001. Aubrey S. 
Rurren cOI!llllanded the 62d. Troop Carrier Group, }raj. :Paul A. Jones had 
the 7th Troop Oarrier Squadron. and Haj. Charles A. Gibson led the 
51st Troop Oarrier Squadron. Administra.tive Histor:r. Twelfth Air 
Force. Pt. III. Vol. 1. 

62.	 Twelfth Air Force. !1Troop Carrier Operations. 1944. 11 pp. 6. 8. 

63.	 IiW1.., p. 2. 

64.	 History, 6ad Troop Ca.rder Gp•• Sept and Oot. 44. 

65.	 Twelfth Air Force. lITroop Oarrier Operations, 1944." p. 35. 

66.	 51st Troop Carder. Wing, Opera.tions. lS45. 

67.	 ~ecial Operations ~O. Sec. III, p. 3. 

68.	 EAr. M~d;tteuan9lW :Review. No.7, p. 87.. 

69.	 A,!'H~ to Oomdr.• :Ba.lkan Air Force, "Trans-Adriatlc Operations. lt 

L22 June 44il. in Special Operations MTO, Seo. VIII, Aamex J. 

'70.	 1I1~otes for LeatUI"e on Mad! terranean. Opera.tions. ~ 1943-November 
1944,11 p. Z. in 1:l1story, MAAF • XXXV. 

• 
71. Hq. Force 133 to l'tAAF. 3 Feb. 44, *3/476. in History. 14AAF. DarVI. 

~8 mission, taken to Tlto l s headquarters later in the month, seems 
to have worked to 'Undermine :an tish and American prestige in 
Y-ugoslavia. " 

72.	 O!.f-IN-21565 (30-3-44). Wilson to :artti sh 0 t sl s, 29 March 44, 
Medco9 77; Rq. ~~. memo. ~~j. T. N. Wilder to Col. F. G. Allen. 
lIAlUed Air Operations into Jugoslavia. and.•\l'banla. in Aid to the 
Partisans, II 16 t-fay 44. in Air Plans III.' 

73.	 OH-IN-16680 (23-4-14), Ohapin to State Dept •• ro April 44, +1313 SO. 
The Russian Ambassador to Italy. ::Bogomolov, had a,eked :saC;ol1io 
on. 8 !>Iarch 1944 for facilities for a Russian air forae in Italy. 
Badoglio, refusing to commit himself, sU€@;ested that Bogomolov take 
the matter up w.i.th the Americans and British. The Amba.ssador did 

,..,.............	 ..... __..... _
-.~.~~ __ ~.o.--.-....... ~ ~~
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so. neglecting to reveal his previous request to Badoglio. General 
Wilson. while anticipating trouble with the Rnssians, felt that 
the request should be granted since the Allies woUld also have to 
supply the Russian ~assion to Tito it no Soviet planes were 
a"MUable to do ao. The disad.vantages ot having a Russian air 
unit in Italy would be outweighed, WUaon believed. by providing 
the Briti sh and Americans with a lever for acquiring the use of 
liusaian base facilities in other thea.ters. CM-IN-6788 (10-3-44), 

•	 Wilson to :British otsfs, 9 March 44, Medaos 65. 

74.	 CM-IN-21122 (28-4-44), :British 0 IsiS -to \'lilson, 2:l April 44, Oosmed 96. 

75.	 Ltr., Eaker to Air !.Jarshal Sir Oharles F. A. Portal. 14 June 44. 
in History, }1AJ.F, II. 

76.	 OA-IN-20290 (24-7-44). Wilson to British Cts/S. 23 July 44, Meioos 140. 

77.	 Special Operations (Air) M~O. p. 12. 

78.	 OM-IN-.20290 (24-7-44). Wilson. to J3r1tish ctsls, 23 July 44. Medco8 140. 

79.	 ON-Ili-260? (3-8-44) t Wilson to :Britian Ots/S. 3 Aug. 44, Medco; 142. 

eo.	 OH-I1T-5463 (7-7-44). Wilson to WD. 6 July 44, *l'X-69255. 

81.	 Ci-I-OtJ'll-25952 (6-9-44). COS to Uilson. 5 Sap. 44, .,Warx-25952. 

82.	 Hq. 1·1A,AF t Special Operations During Aug-a.st 1944 t Monthly RG,!)ort 
110. 5, in Histo%7. BAAl'. :xxxv. 

83.	 Hq. MA.AF, Special Opera.tiona During ~Jovember and December 1944, 
Monthly Reports Nos. 8 and 9. 1.l21A. 

84.	 Specia.l Operations (Air) I-1TO. p. 4. In August 1940. No. 1419 Fli ght 
was Bet up at North 'ieald; by October 1940 it had ~ Lysanders. 2 
i'h1t1eYB, .2 00-3 18. The flight moved to Stradishal1 in October 
1940. In the fall of 1941, No. 1419 Flight was merged with No. 
138 Squadron at Uewmarket. No. 161 Squadron became available for 
spacia.l operations in the spring of 1943 and moved. with 110. 138 
Squafu>on. to Tempsford in April4 However. a.s of 2 August 1943. 
SOE had only 22 special duty aircraft available. History' of 
Special Operations, ~'TOUSAt Pt. I. Cha'!). II. PP. 996-396d. 

85.	 CaBPJ!:T:3AGGER History, I. On ~4 Decem·oar. Heflin became Air ElI:ecu­
tiva, S];lecial Project. 482d Bomb Group; Fish became Operat1ona 
Officer of the group; Oa.pt. Rotlert L. :Boone succeeded. Renin in 
commaIld of the 40bth :ilom'!J Squadron, and Oapt. Rodman A. St. Cla.ir 
succeeded to command of the 36th Bomb Squadron. 
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86.	 ~ On 5 Febr-Ilary 1944 Heflin became oommander of the 328th 
Servioe Group. Histor~t. Hq. 8: Hq. Sq., 328th Service Gp. 

87.	 O.A11.P~J:3AGGER History, I; l!1story. Eighth Air Force. Feb. 44, p. 66; 
Statist1cal SwDmal'y of Eighth Air Force Operations, European 
~heater. 17 Aug. 42-8 Ma.Y' 45, p. 10. ~he squ.a.arons were assigned 
on 4 April 44. 

88.	 History. Eignth Air Force, Ma.rch 44, p. 64. 
• 

89.	 OALiPE]:aA.GCf2:.R History, I. 

90.	 RA.F planes included 20 Stirlings. }To. :3 Group at Laken Reath; 12 
Stil'llngs I 22 Hali:f'axes. 6 Lysanders I and 3 Hudsons at Tempsford; 
and the 38 Group a.t Hurn had put u;p GU sorties with Sti:rlings and 
.AJ.bema.rles. OSS Ol~nT-4235 (2-3-44), :Bruce and Haskell to Donovan, 
2 r~eb. 44, 7t26384, in European Resistance Groupe folder. AD/AS, 
Plans. 

91..	 History. Eig.nth. Air Force, Ha.y 44, p. 11. The 7SBth :Bomb Squadron 
had been engaged in :strategic bOMbing. (History, 859th :Bomb Sq., 
Se,p .. 43-Sep .. 44, n.p.). The SOOth :Bomb Squadron had arrived in 
the United Kingdom at the end of April and early in May. ,ActUAl 
assignment of the two squadrons ooourred on 22 May. History. 
857th Bomb Sq•• April 44. 1'. 13, and May 44, pp. 4, 6. 10. 

92.	 1Jl1l1... HaY' 44, p. 12. 

93.	 Rq. Eighth Air Force. GO 473. 5 Aug. 44. T1le 788th Bomb Squadron 
was re-form.ed into the 2d Bomb Division and the SOOth 30:'lb Squac.ron 
,'ms re-fornlad into the 3d Bomb Division. 

94.	 O.A:aP:E.T:BAGGER Histor~", I. 

95.	 Journal of ments, 492d :Bomb Gp•• sep.-~rov. 44. 

96.	 History, Eighth Air Force. Oct. 44, 111>. 34-35. The order was dated 
20 Oot. 44. Journal of Events. 492d :Bolllb Gp•• Sep.-Hov. 44. 

97.	 History. Eighth Air Force. Cct. 44, P. 35. 

e 98.	 Hi~tory. Fifteenth Speoial Gp. (:Prov.). Jan.. 45, p. 7; Hq. Eighth 
Air Force. ~ecial Operations Order l:J"o. 50, lll-iovement of Troops,lI 
15 Dec. 44. 

~~--'.~-- ~-"--- _ .• ~~-~-". -~~~-~ .. ~,~,--~-_._~_~ 
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Cl1apter 3 

1.	 History t 859th :Bomb Sq. I Sap. 43-Sep. 44. 

2.	 OAEP~T.BAGGER History, III. 

3.	 11'1. XII !['roop Oarrier Oomd. (Frov.) t "A P.eport of ~roop Oarrier 
Co~~~ Activities Including the Ita1ie~ Invasion, 1 August-30 
September 1943, II II, 93. 

4.	 Special Operations (Air) H!O, 'PP. 109-10. 

5.	 Ib1a... ~ p. Ill. 

6.	 Rigtor;r. 8S5th :Bomb Sq., Sap. 44, pp. 1-2. 

7.	 Hietory. 867th :Bomb Sq., Ha.y 44, pp. 8-9; llNodifl cation and Mainte­
:mmce of 33-24 Liberators for Oa.rpetbagger Operationl!l, It in History, 

859th :Bomb Sq., Sep. 43-Sop. 44; 3d Air Div•• Report on Supply 
Missions. The shiny paint was 9%})ected to reflect 100 per cent of 
all light beams and would therefore greatly aid in making the lilenel!! 
invisible to persone n~~r the searchlights through whose beams the 
aircra.:ft mi@:1t £lYe The lIinvisibility ll rEls'UJ.ted from the fact that 
the angle of reflection is equal to the angle of incidence; hence 
the reflected light wul.d be directed away from the source and not 
back to it unless, of course, the plane should be cauGJ.t in a nearly 
vertical cone by passing directly oyer a light. Even then there 
woU1d not be time for antiaircraft fire to bt!l aimed at the :plane. 
which \'Jould be travel1ne at high. speed and takiIl(; evasive action. 

a.	 CAEPMI::BAGG£R HistoryJ I. 

9.	 Il1.li.., I, II. The follolt1.ng quotation is an. indica.tion of' the state 
of moral~among su:P:Ply droppers; IIThis Gro'\1.!) has been fighting the 
Axis in e. method heretofore Ul'lheard of on so large a scale. They 
didn 1t go flying in tifp t formations over the target. dropping block­
busters on German industries, nor did tt '3~T come buzzing down at tree­
top level, guns ablaze. shooting ~ convoy-st troop concentrations. 
trains. and other exel ting things a fit;b.ter :9ilot does. No, the boys 
of troop carrier had another method of evening their score with the 
Germans; operating with the EaJ.ka.n Air Jforcc t they slipped in and out 
among the e-vler threatening mountain peaks in the still of the night. 
dropping suppliP.s and f'reC!.uently landing right in Je).4ry's backya.rd. 
In their own wa::r. they dro:pped bomos that were more accurate than 
teose :pla.ced by the world I s best oombs1ght t machine-gunned troops 
and enemy supply linea not from the air, but from. behind walls, 
buildings, mountains and rn;1r!nes, not in person of course ou.t by 
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.making it poss:101e :1"01' the Partisans, fighting under the leadership 
of Marshal THo, to do these things. :By the combined efforts of 
every member of the un1t. and continuous flyine on the part of the 
aircrews. in the face of danger frequentlY more dangerous than the 
enemy (weather). the Partisan foroes were supplied with ever~llhlng 
from blood plasma to jeeps when and Where needed. on a scale nevert 

oe1'ore possible. ~hougb. thousands of miles from the invasion of 
17ormandy, the men of this group like to feel that they had. a :part in 
the greater pi cture. because of the fact th..'\t the rosupplied 
Partisans were able to divert several divisions of German forces, 
and. keep them plant;}" well occt;Wied. Acting as observers. the crews 
reported. all unusual incidents noted on each flight to the proper 
authority. As a result, fighters or bombers were sent out to 
neutrall:z:e the target. sometimes a motor convoy, and frequently an 
enemy fignter base. II 60th !£roop Carrier Gp. ~ "Story of Resupply. If 

10.	 Report by the CG USi..AF to the COS, "Allied. Assistance by Air to 
Resistance Groups in Europe, 2 March 1944. lf inclosed in "Special 
Operations Procedure for Air Sorties in Nedi terranean, II ~p. A, 
J!.'uropean Resistance Groups folder. AetAS, Plane. 

11.	 Hist~ry. 885th Bomb Sq., Sen. 44, p. 1. 

12.	 .IlUJl.., Oct. 44, pp. 2-3; Twelfth Air Force, lITroop CarriE'r Opera.tions, 
1944, II 'P. 5. 

13.	 60th Troop Carder Gp•• "Story of Resup:p~r"; Twelfth Air Force, 
lI!l!roop Oarrier Opera.tions. 1944-. II p. 18. 

14.	 60th !Llroop Carrier Gp., llStory of Resupply. It 

15.	 History. 859th Bomb Sq., Sap. 43-Sep. 44; OARPErBAGGER Histo%"'J. I. 

16.	 On 9 April 1944. Colonel Heflin reo91ved full author1ty to accept 
or reject m1 asions for the CARPb'TBAGGER gt"oup. No other group 
officer in the Eibhth Air Foroe had such full control over his 
operations. History, Eighth Air Force t April 44, pp. 15-16. 

17.	 OARP:NEBAGGER Hi ~tory t I; Hi story t 857th Bomb Sq. t I!a.y 44. 

18.	 19l1. 

19.	 Twelfth Air Force, lITroop Carrier Opera-tions, 1944,11 p. 18. Each 
0-47 carried a crew consisting ot pilot, co-pilot, navigator, 
aerial engineer. radio operator, and a. Britiah dispa.tcher. Some­
times an additional a.ssistant aerial engineer helped in discharging 
the cargo. 

20.	 GOth Troop Carrier Gp •• IlstOl"j' of' P.esupply. II 
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21.	 IJl.1£l.; Twelfth Air lorce. "Troop Carrier Operations. 1944, II p. 19. 

2:3.	 Histor;r, 885th Bomb Sq., Sept 44, pp. I-a. 

23.	 l1Arma.ment-Ordnnnce in OARPETBAGGER. Work. II in Higtory, 859th :Bomb 
Sq.. Sept 4.3-Sep. 44; History. 857th :Bomb Sq•• };ray 44; 3,d AlI' Div •• 
R~o:rt on Su;pply Missions. II 

:34.	 60th Troo1> Oarrier Gp.. "Story 0:£ Resupply. II 

25.	 lJ:welfth Air :Force. llTroop Oarrier Operations. 1944. 11 p. 14. 

26.	 lIistory, 8S5th Bomb Sq•• Ssp. 44, p. 2. 

27.	 n1A.., pp. 2-3. The following statement by the historian takes in 
altogether too mu.ch territory: liAS 1s true of 1~avig8tors in the 
885th, the pilots of the Squadron a.re called upon for a higher 
degree of technical skill than is to be found in any other American 
Air Force unit engaged i.n tactical operations. n 

28.	 Twelfth Air roree. IfTroop Oarrier Operations. 1944. II p. 16. 

:39.	 Special Operations (Air) ~~O. :p. 13. 

30.	 History. 12th Troop Oarrier Sq•• Aug. 44, p. 3. Givln was killed on 
a hospital flight on 19 August 1944, when he flew into a thunderhead. 

31.	 OAR1?E'IBAGGER HistoIT. I. 

32.	 Twelfth Air Force. "Troop Oarrier Operations, 1944. If pp. 10. 37. 

33.	 lI1story, 885th :Bomb Sq., Dec. 44, p. 3. On the night ot 9/10 
December 1944, the :9-24 t s took off from :Brindisi at 1930 hours to 
escape a. severe cold front that threa.tened to close in the field. 
TheY flew up the Adriatic a.t aUitudes ranging from the deck to 
24.000 feet, but seven ¥lere forced back by severe turbulence. icing, 
and hall storms. WA.. 

• 
34. History, 956th Bomb Sq., Sap. 44-April 45. The planes landed a.t 

Lucers, Sootland. !l!hc :British supply droppers canceled 121 sorties 
scheduled for that night• 

35.	 60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Story of: Resupply. It 
. 

36.	 II,A z.taquis Ohie:f' Visits the Oarpetba.ggers. 1I in History, 859th Bomb 
Sq.. Sap. 43-Sep. 44. 

37.	 IlWl.. 
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38.	 Twelfth Air Force. "Troop Oarrier Operations. 1944." p. 35. 

39.	 t1¥.arksman Visits the Oarpetba.ggers, II in .History, 859th :Bomb Sq.-. 
Sap. 43-Sep. 44. 

40.	 '.Vwelfth Air Force. llTroop Oarrier Operations. 1944. 11 p. 11; 
Oitation. 60th ~roop Oarr1er Gp•• 1'ab 2. p. 2; 60th Troop Carrier 
Gp., lIStor'J' of Resupply. II 

41.	 Oitation. 60th Tl'oop Carrier Gp•• ((lab 2. p. 2. 

42.	 1.b1.li., p. a. 
. 

43.	 Twelfth Air Force. "Troop Oarrier Operations. 1944. II p. 16. 

44.	 60th ~roop Oarrier Gp., "story of Res1I.Pply.ll 

45.	 Hq. l-J.AAF t Special Operations During December 1944, Nonthly Report 
No.9. in .Iii £Ito ry. 1·!A.A..:l'. x..XV• 

46.	 Twelfth Air Force. I'Troop Oarrier Operations. 1944, It 'P. 16. 

47.	 History, 86Sth :Bomb Sq. t :Book II. Vol. II. 

48.	 itA :faquis Chief' Visi t B the Oarpetbaggers. II in Hi story. 859th Bomb 
Sq. I Sap. 43-Sep. 44. 

49.	 Special Operations (Air) MTO t p. 87. 

50.	 Citation. 60th Troop Oarrier Gp•• Tab 2. p. 3. 

51.	 At Drvar, :aerane~ and Medeno <l?olje. .serane was abandoned temporarily 
oecaUl'le of a German advanco. IIA Plan for the Use of Air Powcr to 
Take Advantage of the Situation in Yugoslavia in the Early S'UIDIller 
of 1944. 1f 23 A:pr1l 44. in History, l llAAF. XXXV. 

52.	 lI:Gnplo;yment of Air~ Forces in Tactical Support of Partisan Opera­
tions," 18 July 44, 1b1A.; DpeC1a.1 Operations (Air) HTO, p. 12. 
In theJatt:.er source~ page 88, the figure is given as ::38. Perhaps 
two in Albania were inc1uded. 

p3.	 Special Operations {Air) l·iTO, p. 17. 

54.	 IIJlmp1o~ent of Air Forces in Tactical Support of Partisan. Opera­

tions. 11 in History, 1>1W'. XXXV.
 

55.	 Specia.l Operations (Air) ~·.m I p. 12. 

56.	 IlWi.. IlP. 17-18. 

57.	 ~,:p. 21. 
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58. ~ t 1'- 22. 

59. I:b1.d.. I'll. 23-24. 

60. 60th TroO}J Carrier Gp., "StO:t7 of Reeupplyo II
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Ohapter IV 

1.	 m·I-IN-2659 (4-3-44), Castles to Arnold, 4 March 44, 'jjrW-l2274. 

2.	 36th and 406th Bomb Sqs., Oonsolidated Form 34 for the Period 2-8 
Jan. 44. 

3.	 3d Air Div., :Report on Suppl;y Missions. 

4.	 01!-IU-2659 (4-3-44), Castles to Arnold, 4 l-iarch 44, *'1-12214. 

5.	 36th and 406th Bomb Sqe. t Consolidated Form 34 for tb.e Period 16-22 
Jan. 44. This is the :Last Form 34 which the present writer has been 
a.ble to loeate for any of the OAEPET:B.AGGER squadrons. 

6.	 lIOperations Based. on United Eingdom, I App. A. in ltr., Donovan to 
Arnold, 3 March 44, in European Resistance Groups folder, AO!AS, Plans. 

, 
'I.	 OA.RPmr.BAGG.clR History-, III. 

s.	 3d Air Div., :Report on Supply Missions. 

9.	 In February 1944, 93 per cent of the total RAF/AAF sorties were to 
France, 3 per cent to Belgium, 3 per cent to NOr\iaY, and 1 per cent 
to Denmark. cr·I-Ili-2659 {4-3-44), Castles to .Arnold., 4: Barch 44, 
"tW-12274. 

10.	 OU-OU!r-24345 (17-4-44). JOS to l!l1senhower. 17 April 44. 'lFWar-a4345. 

11.	 01·:-111-1120 (5-2-44) • .blisenhower to JOS, 1 1fay 44, '/irS-SIOe6. 

12.	 OIf-IN-480a ('1-0-44) • E;!.senllower to l.farshall, 6 May 44 • '1tS-51396. 
The increases were :for 56.000 carbines instead of 14.000; 16.000 
rocket launchers instead of 3,600; and 32,400 cllutes instea.d 0:£ 
21,600• 

13.	 TAe totals probably were somewhat greater. since an. equally reliable 
source gives 437 ei'i'ective sorties. 100 llJoes J 

Il 5.103 containers. 
1,594 leaflet packages, and 3,122 supply paCkages. (See App. 9, 
this stu.dy.) .ru.st what unit :f1.ew these 40 additional sortios is not 
clear.•
. 

14.	 History;, Eighth Air Force, July 44, p. Zl. The stickler for statis­
tical a.ccuracy is stumped at this 'Point. This source refers to more 
than 400 a.ircraft dispatched and to pOO-odd tons of su:Pplies 
droPIled; out the OAF.Ph~GGER History says 543 planes were dis­
pa.tched, and the Eigllth Air Force Statistical Summary (see App. 9. 
this study) has 592 sorties. 
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15.	 0ARP3T3AGGBR llioto~~. III: see App. 7, this study. 

16.	 HistorY'. Eighth Air Foree, Nov. 44. n. 39. 

17.	 1JUJ1., September 1944. gives the nunber as 285. (Of. App. 9, this 
study.) In addition to these supply-dropping missions with B-24's. 
the OAEPE~GGERS flew a few 0-47 landing sorties. The first of' 
these missions took pla.c-e on 8 July 1944 and the last on 18 Augllst. 
During this period the group's four 0-47's flew 35 sorties to 12 
fields in liberated territory, delivered 62 tons of arms and ammu­
nition, and took in 76 /lJoes" and eva.ouated 213. /IAn .o\.ccount of 
0-47 Missions, If in History. 859th :Bomb Sq•• Sap. 43-Sep. 44. 

18.	 Hif.ltory, 856th Bomb Sq., Sap. 44-April 45. 

19.	 ~ 

20.	 ~. 

21.	 H1Btory, 858th Bomb Sq•• March 45; History, 856th Bomb Sq•• sep. 44­
April 45. 

22.	 From 15 lofa.rch to 30 April 1945, the 858th Bomb Squadron completed 
at least 31 of 42 sorties to Denmark and 11 of 30 to Norway. On 
the night of 23/a4 March, 13 sorties were a.ttempted, but the records 
fail to give the misoion1 S ou.toome. 

23.	 History. 858th BOJ:lb Sq•• April 45. ~hiB sqUadron lost three air ­
craft over Norway and Denrna.:rk in April. 

24.	 Ltr. t Brig. Gen. Alfred A. Kessler, ;;r. J to Arnold. lIOompletion of 
l~orwegian Project, II 17 Aug. 45. 1.0. N"or·..,ay folder, AO/AS. Plans; 
Or.r..OW!-24644 (21-1-45). Arnold to Deane. 21 Jan. 45. *~lar-24644. 

25.	 Specia.1 Operations (Air) Him. p. 41. U1ss1ons prior to Septer.lber 
1943 \"ere primarily sidelights to the Oorsic:an oampaign and con­
sisted for the most -part in dropping agents of ISLD and 1850-6, 
both agencies of SOE. 

26.	 ,lli.g.. 

e 2:1. See Ohap. II. this study. 

28.	 Special Operations (Air) HilO. :9. 41. 

29.	 liar Diary, 122d '3ol:lb Sq. J !-fay- 44. 

30.	 Special Operations (Air) ~4i10, :p:p. 42-43. 

31.	 ~, p. 42. 

..-~,." -=-~-----"....,.......-... .. ....... ,....._.......... '"""
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32.	 History I 885th. :aomb Sq., Dec. 44, p. 6; First Oita.tion, 8S5th 
~omb Sq., p!'. 1-3. 

33.	 First 01 tation. 885th Bomb Sq., App. A. 

34.	 Special Operations (Air) l-iTO, p. 45. 

35. Did..:P. 43. 

4It 36. iirst Citation. 885th Bomb Sq., p. 1. 

37.	 3d Air Div•• Report on Supply l'.1ssions. 

3B.	 CH-Ili-l1033 (14-0-44), SI:IA.EIi' to \'lD, 13 June 44. "5-53795. ~he 
departments of Doubs, Jura.. Hautes Pyrenees, and Indre were 1n 
oontrol of the Maquis; fi~ting was serious in Voages. Savoie, Ieere, 
]ritt~r, Oantal, Haute Loire, and Lozare. 

39.	 3d Air Div., Report on S~ly Miss1ons. A more detailed analysis 
was given as follows: 

Me9!J1.a. .ek.eAi'tb &md S~x Reguirewmts a PnAAual. 

Area. 

:arittaw-
Oha.teaurQux-

Indre 
Perlgueux-

Limoges 
Oantal 
Anneay-

Ohambery 
Oh8J.on-sur­
S~e 

St. Die 
Vercors 

!l!O!rALS 

40.	 IbJ,A. 

GAntAta Q;( Acj;i x1 t y, JJma. liU 

No. No. un- Ini t:tal issue Monthly supply 
amed armed to su;pply un- req,tlirements 

armed 
Sorties Tons Sorties Tons 

1,000 7.000 70 a8 80 100 

1,000 3,000 30 38 40 SO 

2,500 2,000 20 25 45 57 
3,500 7.000 70 89 105 132 

1.000 .2.000 ID 25 30 38 

2.000 2,000 20 25 40- 60 
3,000 4,000 40 6j 70 S8 
2.000 4.8DO .Aa. .In .....2a. -aa 

16,000 31.800 318 399 478 ,600 

41.	 There were "0 11 containers which held :Bran guns, .303-oaliber rifle., 
Sten gang, and Bazookas and rockets: the IIRIi containers carried 
Stan gune. pistole. grenadea. high explosives, amnun1t1on, and 
field dressings. WJl. 
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43.	 iliA. 

44.	 IlrJJl.. 

45.	 Hq. Eighth Air Force, Preliminary Report on GAP Rea.ction to CADILLAC 
Operation, 14 July 44. 

46.	 History. Eighth Air Force, JUly 44, p. 60. 

47.	 l.{emo. "Bomber Attacks, II in OA.t>ILLAO Plan. 14 July 44, Mll!lslon No. 472. 

49.	 3d. Air niv., "Report on Supply Uissions." 

49.	 History. ::iJ:I.ghth Air Force. July 44, pp. 27-38. 

50.	 3d. Air Div., "Report on Supply Missions." J3y the first of August the 
enemy had recaptured nearly all of the Vercors plateau. m-!-IN-14?1 
(2-8-44), SHA111F to WD, 2 Aug. 44 t 'ffF'tID-12537. 

51..	 CM-IN-11872 (2-8-44), SHAEi' to WD. 2 Aug. 44, '1JrF\¥D.1253? 

52.	 3d-Air Div., "Repprt on SupplY' Missions. 11 This drop raised the total 
for the four operations to 8,948 containers dropped by 768 aircraft. 
An estima.ted 349 containern were lost in the dropt .. 

53.	 na.. 
54.	 "Uotes for Lecture on Mediterranean Opera.tions I Uay 1943-Uovember
 

1944, n in Hi story t 1,iAA]', XXXV.
 

55.	 OM..OUT_5923 (14-2-44), Arnold to :Baker. 14 Feb. 44, if9742. 

56.	 CH-IN-11847 (13-8-44). Eaker to .Arnold, 13 Aug. 44, ~r-26962. 

57.	 OM-Ur-l2325 (14-B-~), Spaatz to Arnold, 13 Aug. 44. ~-663B2. 

58.	 Hq. lofAAF, Special Operations During Augu.st 1944. MonthlY" Report
 
No.5. in History. IUAF, XXXV. Statistics on supplies delivered by
 
the RAF from the Un1 ted Kingdom are not available.
 

59.	 Hq. MAAF. Special Operations Dm-ing Sa:otember 1944. Honthly Report
 
No. 6, ~.
 

60.	 History. E1~th Air Force, Sep. 44, p. 28. 

61.	 OH-Ili-178S7 (19-9-44), Deana to Mal!sha.ll, 19 Sept 44, 'I1MX-210lB. 
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62.	 OU-IN-210aS (22-9-44), Deane to ~-\rnold, 22 Sep. 44. -'1L21070. 

63. 0l.f-IU-20686 (22-9-44), Spaatz to Arnold, 22 Sap. 44, *,UX-SS378. 

,64. Cl~OU...-35285 (23-9-44), Arnold to S:p8atz, 22 Sep. 44, #Warx-35285. 

65.	 OM-OUT-39143 (~O-9-44), Marshall to Eisenhot"er, 30 Sep. 44, #'Warx­
39143. 

66.	 Hq,. 1.iA.!F. Special Operations During October 1944, Hontbly Report 
lifo. 7, in History, MAAF,:KXX.V. ![!he 4 sorties delivered 5.06 lODg 

ton.s (net). 

67.	 Hq. 1,iAA,F t Special Operations During November 1944, Uonthl)" Report 
No.8, niil. 

68.	 Hq. -I~, Special Operations During December 1944, Monthl:r Report
 
No.9, a1A.
 

69.	 lIMarakman Vis1 ts the Oarpetbo.ggers," in liistory. 859th Bomb Sq., 
Sap. 43-Sep. 44. Examples of reprisals were numerous; wounded Naquis 
ca:>tured by the Germans inv-ariaoly were beaten to death; and the 
l~quis retailiated by killing three German prisoners--when they had 
them--f'or every Va-CLue killed or tortured by the Germans. 

70.	 Hi story, 857th :Bomb Sq., J'tln6 44. 

71.	 History, 856t!l. :Bomb Sq., Sap. 44-April 45. Eight of the crew were
 
killed in this loss.
 

72.	 H1sto~·. 858th !omb Sq., 300k II, Vol. I. 

73.	 History, 857th :Bomb sci., July 44. 

74. na.
 
'/5. I.:Q1A. t June 44.
 

'16. See unidentified clipping in History, 859th :Bomb Sq., Sep. 43­

Sap.	 44. 

77.	 "A Maquis Ohief Visitsthe Carpetbaggers,lI aJ,A. 
~ 

78.	 3d Air Div. I Report on Supply Missions. 

80.	 UViaitor From Denraark,ll 2 Aug. 44. in History, 859th :Bomb Sq.,
 
Sap. 43-Sep. 44.
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81.	 Hiator1 of' Special Operation.s. J!1.COUSA, Pt. II. Ohap. V, p. l593. in 
Historical Div., WDSS. 

82.	 lJWl.,:o. 1592. 

83.	 IJWl., p. 1594. 
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Ohapter V 

1.	 ]A!, M,Q:iterranea13 Revi,mi" No.7. pp. 77-78. 

2.	 OU-IN'-9804 (11-10-44) t Wilson to :British 0' siS. 9 Oct. 44. tjFX-36455. 

• 
3. ~ Medi1;errnnesm ;ameli. ~To. 7, p. 80. !rAe Italian surrender added 

strength to the Partisan ranks and enabled Tito I s men to gain 
temporary control over large areas of Yugoslavia. 

4.	 Special Opera.tions (Air) NTO. p. 34. 

5.	 CSS :Bari, Report on Situation in Y~osla.via.t 9 Dec. 43. in 01\-2 Lib. 

6.	 OI·i-IN-16282 (25-1-44) t Wilson to Agwar. 24 Jan. 44, :f~{-984/4Z478. 

7.	 :aa. M.e.dj. terranean :Eevi At(, No.7. ~. 80 . 

8.	 The Twelfth Air Force in the Southern Italian Campa.ign, pp. 36-37; 
BA!. ltedJ,terranean Review. lTo. 7. :!Jp. 83-86. 

9.	 In the period ll/19 to 22/23 January 1944. for example. the RAF Ha11­
'lues completed nine drops to Yugoslavia. five to Greece. and two to 
Albania. Incoming cables Uoa. 13263 (20-1-44) t AU NA.TOUSA to lID. 
ao Jan. 44, iAF-3S4; 13776 (21-1-44). AA.F NA'l!OUSA to WD. 21. Jan. 44. 
#AF-357; 15515 (24-1-44). /J..A.F ~OUSA to 1ID. 23 Jan. 44, 7fAF-365. 

10.	 Lb•• Donown to Arnold. 3 March 44, A1>p. A. IIOperations :from Points 
in Nediterranean Theater. II in h'uropeaIl Resistance Groups folder, AC/AS. 
Plans. There were three 0-47 landillgs in Yugoalavia and four in 
Greeoe during the period. 

11.	 Special Operations lotTO, Seo. VIII. 

12.	 CH-IN-13516 (19-2-44) t British 0 1 sIs to Wilson. 18 Feb. 44. Oosmed 39. 

13.	 m-1-Il~-14272 (20-2-44). Wilson to Eri tish CIS/S. 19 Feb. 44. Medcos 53. 

14.	 History, 62d Troop Oarrier ~•• March 44. p. 2. 

15.	 War Diary, 51st !troop Carrier Sq.• I'larch 44; War Diary. 7th Troop 
Canier Sq., l.farch 44; History. 51st Troop Carrier Sq•• F.eb. 44, p. 2; 
Special Operations Sorties :for February 1944, in History, MAAF, XII. 

16.	 \iar Dia.ry. 7th Troop Ca,:rrier Sq•• Ma.rch 44; War Diary. 51st Troop 
Oarrier Sq.. ~!arcb. 44. 

17.	 War Diaries. 51st Troop Oarrl er Sq.. Fell. and March 44; War Di.axy. 
7th Troop Carrier Sq•• l-Iarch 44. 
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.A.A:FBH-21, :::~oteB, Chap. V 

18.	 In Twelitn Air Force, uTroop OArrier Operations, 1944,11 p. 10. it 
is stated that 190 sorties were :flown and 8~ were successful. A 
sortie was counted a.s one-half successfUl when 1 t dropoed. on one­
half of its ~arget. 

19.	 ~welfth Air Force. IlTroop Oarrier Operations. 1944,11 p. 10. 

20.	 War Diary. 'lth Troop Carrier Sq•• Narch 44. e 21.	 Twelfth Air Force. "Troop Carri er Opera.tionfi, 1944. II p. 10. 

22.	 Uar Dia.ry. 7th Troop Oarrier Sq•• March 44. 

23.	 Uinutes of Oonference, 19 April 44. in Allied Aid to Pa.rtitRns in 
Yugoslavia.. AO/AS. Plans. 

24.	 Memo, l~j. T. U. Wilder to OoL F. G. Allen. itA Plan for the Use 
of Air Power to Take Advantage of the 51tuation in Yugosla.via, n 
23 April 44, in 3.'uropean Res~stance Groups folder. 

25.	 O:.f-!N-620 (5-1-44). \lilson to :British OIS/S. 2B April 44. l~edcos 102; 
Cl'I-Ill-l944 (5-3-44), :BritiSll O' sis to \lilson, 2 l.fa.y 44, Cosmed 100. 

26.	 Memo, Wilder to Allen, uJUlied Air Operations into Yugoslavia and. 
Albania, If 16 lIay 44. in European Resistance Groups folder. 

?:I.	 Oitation, 60th Troop Oa.rrier Gx>•• Tab 2. 

28.	 History, lOth ~roop Oarr1er Sq,. Activa.tion to 31 l~y 44. 

29.	 History, 11th Troop Oa:rr1er Sq•• June 44. 

30.	 011-IN-9700' (13-5-44), AFRQ. to rID. 13 May 44. 'iFF-44950. 
~ 

31.	 c,,\I-OUT-40496 (23-5-44). :Bissel to Peabodyt 23 May 44, 'irWar-4049G; 
O~.f-Ili-m71 (5-4-44). AFHQ. to WD. 3 May 44, #G-S9; iAl MellihaAMa.P­
Review, No. 8 (JUl.;y-Sep. 44), p. 104. 

32.	 'f,v liediterra,nean ;geyieUt 110. 8 t p. 107. 

33.	 JIC.Al·IE, Report No. 8108-44, 9 Aug. 44, :BAr O!:lerations for July 1944. 
in .A.-2 Lib. 

34.	 &E. He<U~ex:ra.nesm Eeyi~)Lt Ho. 8, pp. 107, 110-1.1; Specia.l Operations 
~Air) MTO, p. 19. 

35.	 "Hq. ~1A.AF. Special O!>erations Dul'ing All€JlSt 1944. M:onthly Report No.5, 
in History. Mill, XXXV. 
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36.	 Oomparative :£igtU"6s were, in long tons:' YUgoslavia, 571.42; Albania, 
118.73; Greeoe, 48.44; :Bulgaria, 15.74; Hungary, 1.39. .t:b.1d.. 

37.	 .IR.1J.. 

38.	 60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Report on Oombat Operations for August 1944, n 
in History, Dlet ~roop Carrier Wing, Aug. 44. 

39.	 Oitation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp•• Ta.b 2, p. 6; War Diary, 28th 
Troop Oarrier S'l•• Aug. 44, p. 1. 

40.	 W' Weekly Summary No.9, 'Week ending 10 Sep. 44, in A-2 Lib. 

41..	 O~!-I:ti-436~ (6-9-44), W1lson to :British C'sfS, 2 Sep. 44, Medeos 181. 

42.	 E6l. I1editerrane,a igviey, No.8, p. 117. 

43.	 :BAF Weekly Summaries Nos. 9-11, Sap. 44, in A-2 Lib. 

45.	 Hq.~!AAF. Special Operations During October 1944, Monthly:F.eport lro. 7. 
in History, l-rAAF. XXXV. 

46.	 Twe11th Air Force, IlTroop Oarrier Opere.tions. 1944, It p. 31. 

47.	 Sq. MAAF, Comendatlon, :3 Oct. 44, incl. in History, 60th Troop 
Oarrier Gp•• Oct. 44. 

~8.	 History, 16th Troop Carrier Sq., April 45, p. 1. 

49.	 CM-HT-24865 (2&.10-44). Wl1son to.Er1t1sh O's/s. 24 Oct. 44, t-fedcos 
205; Iiq. ~1AAF, Special OperE,tiona During October 1944, Monthly 
Report No. 7 l in RietoX'Y', MW", XXXV. 

50.	 .Ba:f MeciiteuanAaJl Jl.evielll. lro. 8, p. 119; No.9 (Oct.-Dec. 44). pp. 63-64. 

51.	 nu... No.9, pp. 72-77. 

53.	 DU..i. t p. 49. 

53.	 aiA. ,1178• 

54.	 ~elf.th Air Foree, lI~roop Carrier Operations, 1944, r' p. 35; War 
Dia.ries, 7th !Ilroop Carrier Sq., Oct. and Eov. 44. 

55.	 v{ar Diary. 7th ~roop Carrier Sq. • Nov. 44. 

56.	 History, 7th Troop Oarrier Sq., Jan. 45. incl. Ro. 2. 
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57.	 War Diary. '7th Troop Carrier Sq.•• Nov. 44; \'rar D1~ry. 51st Troop 
Carrier Sq.. Nov. 44. 

S8.	 ~ This wa.s :eE1'1UJSllA. landing ground. 

59.	 I12a. ~ Dec. 4.4; History. 51st Troop Carrier 'fling, Dec. 44. :p. 3. 

60.	 Hq. l-fAA.li" Special Operations During October 1944, !.!onthly Report 
Ro. '7, in History. 1·3AAl\ :x::x:A.v. Uhe squadron also dropped 52.96 net 
long tons ~o Italy and 62.30 net long tons to Creece. 

61.	 History. 885th :Bomb Sq., 1:ov. 44. 

62.	 lli.d..• Dec. 44; Hq. }/.A.A.F, Special Operations During December 1944. 
l-Ionth1~~ :Report No. 9 ~ in History, MAA.F, XXXV. 

63.	 H1story~ 885th :Bomb Sq. t Dec.. 44. :pp. 1-2. The most impresdve 
record was made on 4-5 Nov. 44 wren the 205 BOlab Group \RAF) and 
other units flew 447 sorties to drop 527 net long tons to Yugoslavia. 
SUl'IUllal"y of Special O:oerations, Dec. 43-Dec. 44. in History. MAAF, XIl. 

64.	 History. Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov.); Jan. 45, :pp. 2-3. 

65.	 J.1A!. HediterrMeQn ReviftX. No. 10 (Jan.-Ma:rch 46), .!lp. 78-83. 

66.	 I.:biO.., W. 83-86. 

67.	 Hq. HAAF ~ Opera.tions Instruction. lTo. 95, 4 Jan. 45. lI])nplo;yment of 
Supply Dropping Units of II.A.AJi\" in History, MA.AF, XXXVIII. 

6B.	 ~far Diar~7, 51st Troop Oarrier Sq., Jan. 45; History, 51st Troo:p 
Carrier Wing, Jan. 45, p. 5. 

69.	 One oan fight with sta.tistics here. as usual, and still not be certain. 
The iiar Diary, 51st Troop Carrier Squadron. February 1944. page 49, 
lists 175 sorties. of which 140 were successful; the History, 51st 
Troop Oarrier Squadron, February 1944, agrees with these fib"'W:es; 
but the Eisto17. 51st Troop Oarrier \'fing, February 1945 ~ adm1ts 133 
successful sorties of lS8 flown, and Headquarters, MAJ.:F. Monthly 
Report No. 11, February 1945. states that 174 sorties were atteD'lPted. 
138-t, succeeded.--then lists 149 successes! The Only item on which all 
sources a.gree is that there were~12 night nickeling sorties that 
dropped 48,000 Ibs. of' propaganda.. 

70.	 !Ilar Diary, 51st ~roop Oarrier Sq•• Feb. 45, p. 491. 

71.	 There were three drops at GUlla. northeast of J3ihac, two at Voc1n, 
and one at Kalinovik between Sarajevq and Hostar. !lUJl.. 

72.	 \(ar Diary. 51st Troop Oarrier Sq., P.a.rch 45• 
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73.	 Rq. HAAF. Special Opers.tions During January-Ha.rch 1945, Monthly 

.Reports ~os. 10-12. in Ristory. I:-1I\.AF, XXXV. Statistics keep on 
quarreling: The liistory, 2641et Special Group (Prov>' l,ia,rch 1945, 
states that the 859th Bomb Squadron completed 129 of 143 sorties 
to Yugosla.via to delive%' a.oou;t a66 long tons (net); the Monthly 
:Report lto. 12 has 142 co~lete!1, with about 279 lone tons (net) 
delivered. 

'74.	 History, Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov) t Jan. 45. y. 34; Ji1 sto~". 
2641st Specia.l Op. (Prov). ~ra.rch 45. 

75.	 History. 16th Troop O~rier Sq.. April 45. 

76.	 w: Hedl:terxa.nee,n wiel'lt No. 10, pp. 90-96. 

77. illi., pp. 89. 97.
 

78.. History, 16th ~roo:p Carrier Sq., Uay 45.
 

79.	 Special Operations (JUr) !vITO. :pp. 14-16, 36-37. 

80. Ibid., pp. 13, ~4• 
• 

81.	 !fwe1i'th Air Force, IITroop Oarrier Uperations, 1944, It p. 31; History, 
62<1 !rroop Oa.rrier gp., liov. 44; Histories, 885th :Bomb Sq., J;lTov•. -Dec. 
44. 

82.	 ~welfth Air Force, lITroo:p Oarrier Operations, 1944, n p. 37. 

83.	 Special Operations {Air} flTO, p. 11. 

84. Citation, 60th Troop Oa.rrier Gp., Tab 2. p. 3.
 

85.. War Diary. 11th Troop Oarrier Sq., Hay 44.
 

86.	 Twelfth Air Force. IITroop Carrier Operations. 1944, II Annex D. 

87.	 Oitation, 60th Troop Oarrier Gp., Tab 2. p. 6. 

88.	 JIQAJ-n1 F-S9ort lTo. 8J.08-44, j3!F Operations for July 1944, in A-2 Lib. 

89.	 Citation, 60th Troop Oarrier Gp•• Tab 2. p. 6. 

90.	 JIOAJ.1E Report No. 8160-44. 15 Aug. 44. in,A..Z Lib. 

91.	 Oonference a.t the vEolfschanzc. 31 J'Uly 44. in Himm1er I s files from 
Ha11ein, No.1. 8 Nov. 45, 1'. 12. 

92.	 Special Operations (Air) 11!rO ,]), 30. 

-
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93.	 SpeciE.! Operations Sorties for Febl"U."l.ry 1944. in History. MA.AF,XII. 

Statistics are extremely poor for these operations. The 0-47' s 
averaged about 1.6 short tons (gran) per sortie, so an estimate of 
about	 55 tons delivered. is not too far off. The 68th Reconnaissance 
Group	 had 7 B_25 l s at l-ianduria flying to Italy. Yugosla.via. Alpania. 
and Greece. In lfarch 1t flew a.t least 3 sorties to Greece end 7 to 
north	 Italy,- by 16 April it bad completed. 10 sorties to Greece. 16 
to Y'l.15os1avia., and S to north Italy. Special Opera.tions Daily 
.c-'.ecord, in Hietor"J", MAAF. XII. 

95.	 'ila.r Diary, 51st Troop Carrier Sq., l{arch 44. 

96.	 War Diary, 7th Troop Carr! er Sq., P.arch 44. 

97.	 liar Diary, 51at Troop Oarri er Sq,.. March 44, 

98.	 Special Operations MTO. Seo. X. :p. 2. 

99.	 In A"Pril there were 84 successfuL sorties to Greece 'by all units, 
which delivered 80 long tons (gross). (Hq. ?-IAAF, Speeia,l Operetions 
During April 1944, Monthly Report l~o. 1, in History. ~lI\AF. XII.) A 
search of war diaries and other sou:rces reveals only five successful 
0-47 sorties to Greece in April. Ilistory, 10th Troop Carrier Sq. t 

Activation to 10 I.£ay 1944. 

100.	 Bq. lvIAAF, Speciel Operations During !-ray 1944, Honthl1 :Report No.2, 
in Hi~tory, Ht~AF. Y,II. Figures for the squadrons were: 

Squadron Sorties Net Ibs. 
Successful. Failed. (Leaflets included) 

10 17 4 54,724 
11 35 2 106,161 
12 13 1 40,335 
28 -l.6. ...a 50,127 

~OTALS ·83 9 251,347 

Compiled. from squadron J,{is$ion Reports. May 44. 

101.	 Statistics for June 1944 were: 

Squadron Sorties Net Ibs. 
Suecessful Failed (Leaflets included) 

10 13 0 42,673 
11 ro 3 58.504 
12 15 2 45,749 
28 ..ll ....2. 37,375 

TOTAtS	 60 7 184,201 
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Compiled. from squadron Miedon Reports. June 44. 

102.	 Statistics are incomplete. The 10th and 11th Troop Carrier Sq.'UAdrons 
together completed 10 of 29 sorties to Greece and delivered 29.002 
1bs. (net) of supplies. Oombat Hlsaion Report s, lOth and. 11th 
Troop Oarr! er Sqs., July 44. 

103.	 Hq. UA.AF, Special Operations Dl:i.rlng October 1944, !>!ontbly :Report 
no. 7, in History, 1'..A.A.F, XXXV. 

104.	 Deliveries to Greece, August-lrovemoer 1944.. were as follows; 

I,fonth	 Net long tons Net long tons Tons delivered %of 51 T.e. 
delivered to deliverBd to to all targets Wing tOll.Il.age 

Greece by all Greece b;y 51 by 51 T.O. delivered to 
units ~.C. li1ng Wing Greece 

Augu.st 50.01 48.44 755.7 6.4 
September 104.82 84.C6 601.0 14.0 
October 397.64 105.21 185.28 67.0 
Uovember 29.612 21.68 261.36 ....ll.a.a 

TOTALS 602.02 259.69 1,803.34 14.3 

Compiled from Hq. t-rAAF, Monthly Reports 1108. 6-8, in History, l-tA.AF • 
XXXV. 

105.	 CH-IN-16352 US...9-44). AF.t!Q, to lID, 16 Sap. 44, Medcos 190. 

106.	 w: Mea.Uarranean P.BView. No.8. :p. 113. 

107.	 History. 2Stll !troop Carrier Sq., Sep. 44. 

108.	 CH-IN-9l79 (10-10-44) I Wilson to :British CIS/S, 7 Oct. 44. #FX-35652. 

109.	 SpeciaJ. Opera.tions H~O. Sec. X. :p. 2. 
44 

110.	 OM-Ili-9179 (10-10-44), Wilson to British CIS/S. 70cti fFX-25652. 

111.	 War Diary, 'i'th ~roop Carrier Sq., Oct. 44. 

112.	 R1story, 51st Troop Carrier Win.g. Oct. 44; Twelfth Air Force, lITroop 
Carrier Oporations. 1944, II pp. 65-68; War Diary, 7th Troop Oarrier 
Sq•• Oct. 44; History, 60th Troop Carrier Gn•• Oct. 44; History, 
51st ~roop Carrier Sq. I Oct. 44; ~~~ Stripes (ItalY) ,16 Oct. 44, 
p.. 5; History., and '.lar Dia.ry, 62el !I!roop Carrier Gp., Oct. 44; W. 
Ued1teI:ranMll Reyiew. :::Io. 9. PP. 55-56. 

!13.	 Seventeen successful sorties to Greece are listed in ~ar Diaries. 
7th and 51st Troop Carrier Squadrons, Novemoer 1944. 

-

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

189AAFBH.-21. 1'Tote~. Chap. V 

114. iiar Diary. 51st Troop Oarrier Sq•• Nov. 44. 

115. I.:hiA., Dec. 44. 

116. Special. Operations (Air) 14TO. :po 72. 

11'7. D1s1,.. p. 73.. 

118. I.:b1Jl., p. 70. 

119. ~,p. 68. 

120. ill.Q..•• pp. 19, 81; HiBtory. 2641st Special 01;. tProv), April 45. 

121. lli,g". In addition to supply and infiltration missions, ,special 
duty aircraft dropped 42 tons of propaomda. leaflets over Austria.. 

Ozechoslovakia. Rumania. and Hungary. See App. 15t, this study. 

122. 

123. 

, 
Special Operations tAiI") 

. 
lli,Q.. 

:f.'1!I!O. p. 63• 

124. llU.Q.. 

125. War Diaries t 7th and 51st !:Croop Carrier SqB. t March 44; History I 

lOth Troop Carrier Sq. , ActivaUon to 1 May 44; VJ.ssion Reports. 
11th Troop Oarrier Sq•• lia¥ 44; liar Diaries, 12th !Croop Oarrier Sq. , 
I·Tay-June 44; Histories, lOth, 11th. 28th Troop Carrier Sqs•• June 44. 
The tota.l weight of supplies droppeCl by these squadrons from April 
through June 44 was 61.808 lbs. 

126. "'I!he Guerilla Situa.tion in South France and ItaJ.;V. 11 

lIAAF. XII. 
in Wlstory. 

127. History, 885th Bomb Sq•• Sap. 44. 

128. In Hq. lA.AAF. Special Operations During September 1944, Monthly 
:Report l~o. 6 (History. 1.fUF. XXXV), it is stated that the 885th 
Bomb Squadron dropped 115.32 long tons (net) in north Ital~r. 
However, the History, 885th Bomb Squadron. September 1944, states 
that only 152,863 lbs. were dropped--a net tonnat:e ot 69.9. 

129. History, B86th Bomb Sq., Oct. 44. 

130. llid. The :8-24's dropped 128.32:1 lbs. of supplies, 10,900 lbs. 
of' leaflets. and 3 agents. Of the 52 failures, 38 were caused by 
weather, 10 by la.ck of reception. 1 by mechanical failure. end 1 
by enemy action. 

-_.~._.~~-~.,..~~~~_~~~_I 
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131.	 OQmpar~ti'V'e figurest taken frcbm MA.A.F Monthly Reports Uos. 5-13 
(in net long tons) are: 

I:1Qn]h Yugoslavia UaU 

August 1944 873.88 158.51 
September 858.32 199.85 
Oetober 471.96 73.37 
llovember 1,309.12 2SS.55 
December 513.55 440.50 
January 1945 707.94 261.95 
Feb1'U3.X'~ 1.452.02 718.45 
March 1,187.13 689.11 
April 974.49 819.iQ 

TOTALS	 8.448.31 3.626.85 

132.	 ItSpeclal Account of Squadron Actlv1t1es Over Northern ItaJ.i7" , 22 
Uovember 1944-3 January 1945," in History, 4th Troop Carrier Sq. I 

Jan. 45. ' . 

133.	 lli.:;to~ies, 885th Bomb Sq., liov. and. Dec. 44. 

134.	 II1sto~'t 51st !Ilroop Oa.rxier l1ing. Nov. 44, p. 2; Histories. 4th, 
7t~1 and. 8th ~:roop Carrier Sqs., Nov. and Dec. 44. The.51Bt :Croop 
Carrier Squadron was s till at :Brindi91 • 

135.	 The History, 62<1 Troop Carrier Gro~. Januar'J 1945. claims only 365 
tons delivered, but squadron figures raise the total considerablY. 
~e 4th TrooD Carrier Squadron oompleted 106 sorties, dropped 
382.741 lbs. (net), and lost 1 0-47 near La Spuia. (History. 4th 
Troop Carrier Sq•• Jan. 45.) The 8th Troop CarrIer Squadron opera.ted 
frofa 28 November 1944 to 3 January 1945. :flew 1m successful sorties. 
dropped 385,270 lbs. (net) and 8 "Joes lt without loss. (Hq. 8th 
Troop Carrier Sq. to 00 62d Troop Carrier Gp., "Narrative Report 
of Parachute Rs-Supply Opera.tions to North Italy for Period 28 
Nove!llber 1944 to 3 January 1.945. II) The 7th T1"oop Carrier Squadron 
from 10 December 1944 to 9 January 1945 sent out 127 sorties, of 
which 56 failed. ""'ar Diaries, 7th ~roop Carrie:r Sq•• Dec. 44 and 
Jan. 4B. 

136.	 War Di~y, 7th Troop Carrier Sq.. Dec. 44. 

137.	 History, 62d !troop Oarrier Gp., Jan. 45; Ristor;\", 51st 'llroop Ca.rrier 
Wing, Jan. 45; iiar Diary, 7th !hoop Oarrier Sq,. Jan. 45; History. 
4th Troop Oarrier S~.. Jan. 45. 

138.	 Hq. !WF, IIS31ecia1 Ail" Room Report on Parti~an Activity in North
 
I ta.1y,1I 18 Jan. 45, in lii stor~;. NA&'. XXXVIII.
 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

190a 

139.	 Histories, 51st ~roop Carrier il1ng, Jan.-i'by 45. The breakdown 
'by months is: .. 

btA .sQrUas. Uet lbg• 

• 
January 1945 118 413,103 
February 184 653,303 
l-Iarch 284 l,OOS,B02 
April 398 1,365,197 
}'!a.y --..& 1?6,98~ 

TOTALS 1,043 3,618,OB8 

140.	 Figures trom the .2641st Spec1aJ. Group (Prov) are not a.vaila.ble for 
February 1945. For the other months" the breakdown 1s: 

__...:J::.::an::::::.::;unr~ March ~r11 

:S59th :[)a5th I 859th I SB~~. ~~_~l __ aa}3th__ 

Sorties attempted 42 75 9 1631! 159 199 
Sorties aompleted 18 26 2 106 111 132 
Net Ibs.	 85.436 103.953 6,162 463.068!482,297 570.481 

Cortpl1ed from Histories, :P1fteenth Special Gp. (Prov) and 2641st 
Special ~. (Prov), Jan., March, and April 45. 

141.	 War Diary, 16th Troop Carrier Sq•• Jan. 45. Fifteen of 30 sorties 
by the 18th Troop Carrier Squn/JXon failed beoause of incorrect 
signals or lack of reception. War Diary, 18th Troop Carrier Sq., 
Jan. 45. 

142.	 Other oause3 of fail-urea were: wrong signals or no recapbion. 71; 
no escort. 10; enemy action, 1; navigational error, 1; mechanical 
fa.ilure, l; mi sc:ellaneous, S. Hi story, 51st Troop Carr!er '''lug, 
Feb. 45, p. 3. 

143.	 History. 16th ~roop Oarrier Sq., Feb. 45. 

144.	 Histories, 2S41st Special Gp. (Prov). If.arcb., A-prl1 45. The Group 

• lost two B_241 s at BE~, a DZ southwest of Livigno on the Swiss 
border. one by crashing into the mountains, and one to :five Italian 
Faac! at tighter planes. 

145.	 Special Opera.tions (.fur) M!OO, p. 65. 

-
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Chapter VI 

1.	 Eistory of ~ec1a1 Operations • .1i.~OUSA, Pt. I. Ohap. II, pp. 345-"17. 

2.	 C.A.RPEs:'EAGGJill! History, III. See App. 9, this study. 

3.	 Special Operations VoIJ!O t Sec. XVI, API'. A. 

4.	 Ristor.;' of Special Operations. ji,Yl'OUSA, Pt. I, Ohap. II, p. 362. ~he 
personnel seem to have varied somewhat. This source states, on page 

343. that the ass asai&I1ed 64 U. S. officern and noncommissioned 
o1'ficerfl to the Jedburdl teams. hardJ.y enough to supply an .Amerlca:u 
oi'ficer to each 0:1.' 100 team.s. CARI?EIJ!".BAGG:ElR History, I, sta.tes that 
there were tll'O officers and one enlisted man 'Per tea.:n. 

5.	 HifltOry of Special Operations, ErOUSA. Pt. II. ChaIl. 
In addition to radio operators of the Jedburgh teams, 
other radio opera.tors functioning in France on D-day. 
Ohap. II. r. 365. 

6.	 Hietor~r, 856th Boob Sq., Sap. 44-April 45. 

II.	 pp. 858-866. 
there	 vera 51 
~, Pt. I, 

7.	 Directive. Mv. Rq. Yorce 133 to Hq. TAP. 7 -Jan. 44; Directive, Hq.
 
l-1AEr.'AF to Ale Forster, SAS, Hq. Force 133, e.t. aJ..•• 12 Jan. 44; Adv.
 
Ho. Force 133 to Hq. ~AFt 16 Jan. 44, in l'W~'HOL~j3,U1~OHOL,g folder.
 
AO/AS t Plans. .
 

8.	 Cl1-0ur-9?74 (17-1..44), COS to \/ilson, 25 Jan. 4.4, 1fQZ-29l. 

9.	 Telet;ype. Adv. Hq. Foree 133 to Hq. TAF, 30 Jan. 44; Adv. Hq. Force 
13~ to 1'-IATA]\ 31 Jan. 44; ZaTA!!' to Fwd. DAJi'. Hq. Force 133, §.1. aJ..••
 
31 Jan.. 44.
 

10.	 lI.inutes of lJailY' Staff Meeting. 1 Feb. 44, in History, HAA]'t lI. 
The proposed landing ground "las onl;)' about ZOO miles from Bar!, well 
within the 0-.tl7 I S range. 

11.	 O~!, Hq. Foree 133 to r·!AAF, i!AF, DA]", n aJ..., :3 Feb. 44. 'fII:5j475 , in 
History, lIAAF. 

12.	 01-1, 249 ITing (PAF) to 267 Sq. lEAF). 4 :feb. 44, 1ll1,d.. 

13.	 CJ!. 1·!AAF to ~1A'l'AF, 5 Feb. 44. ,f:A. ?..B4. UWl. 

14.	 CM, 11Fa.time.1I (Air Division) :Sari to NA~AF (:R). 11AAF CP, 6 Feb. 44. 
'1f:271, iJWl. 

15.	 C!!, l<iA.~AP to nAF, 7 l'eb. 44, VAC/6; Twining to ~..AAF, 8 Feb.44. #8.4?6. 
l!Wl­

~_~.~_~_~_~_~~.......J
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16.	 CE. l·4i\.TJUI to :Fwd. D.A:E' , 249 iring• .c:l w..., IS Feb. 44, g.MJ.B4, 1JUJl. 

17.	 01·:, Hq. HW" to HATAF. e:Ii. aJ...., 15 Feb. 44, ;rA-433 , 1lUJl. 

18.	 llEmhole Opera.tional Order lIo. 2, Rq. MAW to lIq. DAF. ~ aJ..•• 
17 Feb. 44. 

19.	 Twelfth Air Force, IITroop Carxler Operations, 1944, II p. 8; History, 
62d Troop Carrier G,.. :l!'eb. 44. 

20.	 em. Mv. Force 133 to Adv. lIAAF ~ ilrl.o. 17 Feb. 44, 1fG.191, in 
.Iii story I l.A.A.F. 

21.	 R1~tory. 62d Troop Carrier Gp., Feb. 44; 'dar Diar~, 7th Troop 
(Jarriel' ::lq., Feo. 44. A-36 1 fl dive-bGmbed SibenU: to provide diver­
sionary cover. 

;32.	 Special Operations {AlE) !'~TO I pp. 64, 87. 

23.	 ~. p .. 42. 

24.	 Hq. ~.:A.AF , "Special Operatiou2 During April 1944 til Honthly Report 
lio. 1, in m.l'.to~~, HA"AP, XII. 

25.	 Rq. t4A.Al' , SDeeial Operations During l-fay 1944. 1Ionthly Report 1:0. 2. 
lia. 

26.	 60th Troop Carrier Gp•• IIStor;, of Resupply. II 

27.	 eN, Adv. Force 133 to !·1ATAF ~ ~. ;3 Feb. 44. t2/586, in Hiatory, 1I.AA:F. 

28.	 c:-r. 24Z Group to I{ATAF (R). 6 Feb. 44, ifA.O.665. 1J2M... 

29.	 Olf. Hq. UAAF to Hq. I,fA~'.AF n al.. 7 Feb. 44, ,fASt 8. illS,. 

30.	 OI.f-Il\-21565 (30-3-44), \-l!lson to :a1'1tish e' sIs, 29 March 44, 
Nedcos 77. in Superduper file. 

31.	 l<!emo. ;'lilder to Allen., 23 April 44. 

32.	 Citation, 60th ~roo!> Ca.rrier Gp., ~a.b 2, p. 3. 

33.	 Rq. 101M? I Special Opere.tiona During April 1944. Honthly Report lio. 1, 
in Hi I:ltory, lo:A,AF. XII. 

34.	 Hq. HAA? I t1SpecieJ. Operations During l-~Y 1944,11 1'lonthly Eeport 110. 2, 
;iJWi. 

-- --~.~-~~-~~__~_I 
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35.	 Hq. BAAF. Special Opera.tions t l,tonthly Re,orts Nos. 1...2. 5-13. iJUJ... 
XII, XXXV; Twelfth Air Force, IITroop Carrier Operations, 1944,1t p. 33. 
See App. 15I, this studjr. 

36.	 ~wel:fth Air Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944. II p. 33. 

• 
37. Hq. 1iAAF, Special Operations During August and Septemb~, 1944, 

1·1onthly Re!)orts 1708. 5 and 6. in History. l'rAA]', XXXV• 

S8.	 Full statistics :for JulY' are not a.vailable, but the 12th Troop 
Oarrier Squadron alone :flew 59 landing missions that delivered 
243,086 1bs. of' supplies and eva.cuated 653 persons. including 132 
children and 6 women. The oth€"rs were mostly wounded Partisans. 
unstory, 12th Troo:9 Oarr! er Sq.. July 44.) There were .74 successful 
plck-ups from Greece, which took out 600 '!,)ersons. Special Operations' 
{Air) 11TO, p. 30; Special Operations I-ITO, Sec. XV!, AmJ. A. 

39.	 The :figures as reported in Hq. laAF. Special Ooerations. Honthly 
P..eyorts liDS. 8-13 (Histor;y, t-fAA:h~ t XXXV), are: 

November 1944 
December 
January 1946 
February 
March 
April 

& lilyagJw.tlila. 

494 
274 
378 
88a 

1,061 
1,339 

40.	 History, 28th Troop Carrier Sq.. Sep. 44. 

41.	 Oi tation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp.. Tab 2, p. 4. 

42.	 na. 
43.	 Histor~,.. 60th Troop Carrier Gp•• Jul~~ 44. 

• 
44. Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp•• ~ab 2. P. 6. In April 1942. a 

0-47 in :Burf1a took off with 74 passengers--and landed ",1.th 75. AAF 
H1storicaJ. Studiell lIo. 12. ~~ AU: ~~. p. 36 and n. 7l, 
p. 142. 

45.	 Special Operations M~O. Sec. VIII. p. 3; W. l{ed1terranee.n Review. 
No.7. p. 86. 

46.	 C:'!-IlT-5743 le-5-44). SOI~TO to AFH'I.. 6 May 44. 7fG-25. Ie.ily Sitrep 
no. 22; CN-IU-l06?O (14-5-44). SOMTO to AFH<.c.. 13 }.iay 44. 'H'95. Daily 
Sitrep roo 29; OH..m-23085 (30-5-44), 1illson to British CIS/S. 
29 I.fay 44. ~!edcos 115. 
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47.	 Ltr., 001. George Kreidler to :Eaker, ·'German Airborne Attack on 
Drvar, 25 and 26 May 1944, II 3 June 44. in History. 1.lA.A.F I XII. 

• 
48. .An SO:ill source revealed tha.t before the attack the Yueos1av military 

attachll in the t"nited States had cabled the location of Tito's head­
quarters to !!ihailovic.h's representative in Cairo, and after the 
attack sent news ot ~1 to t s location a.t Sator. Clt-Ili-l0034 t13-6-44), 
:ariti sh 0 I s/s to l>liaeast, 12 June 44, "!feDS }.iE 4• 

49.	 Cl.1-IK-22298 (29-5-44), SDM~O to .AFHq., Z7 Ha.y 44, 7iG/139, Daily 
S1trap 110. 42. 

50.	 lb1..d.. i 1tr., Kra.iehar to Eaker, :5 June 44, in History, ~IAAF, XUi 
OH-Ill-17599 {29-5-44}, AMSSO to 30 Mili taryo Mission. 28 May- 44, 
,.2803. in Speoial Opera.tions WOO., Seo. VIII, .annex G; .A1fH~ 
Ol.1-Il:-17951 {29-5-44) , Wilson to Air Hinistry, 29 l·w.y 44, in 
Speoial Operations t-lTO, Sec. VI.1.I, Annex li. 

Sl.	 Speoial Oparatiolls (Air) !·1[10, p. 19; Ol!-IU-23085 (30-5-44), \1ilson 
to British O's/S, 29 I'larch 44, Medcos 115; Oitation, 60th Troop 
Carrier Gp•• Tab 2, p. 4. 

52.	 Ltr. , kker to Arnold... 1 June 44, in lIistory, M8.AF, II; Ii6l. 
Uediterranea,n Review. Uo. 't, IIP. 56-86. 

52.	 lieg., Lt. 001. Street to 11AA.F. 30 May 44, in Itr•• Faker to Arnold, 
1 June 44. in History, HAAll', II. 

54.	 :sA!. l{editerranean Berl ew lTo. 7. ~. 86. 

55.	 Specia.l Operatio':ls (Air) l.TD, p. 25; Ol·1-IK-36?8 (5-6-44), Foroe 266 
to .AFE:Q., 4 June 44. 

56.	 SpeciCLl Operations {Air) l-1~O, p. 26; &1 ~editerranoo.p ;gerlew, Uo. 10, 
pp. 125-126. 

57.	 SpecieJ. Operations (Air) H!l!O, p. 26. !Ilhis acoount has the evacua­
tions occurring on ~..3-24 AUgI1st. but other and more reliable sources 
agree that it 'Was on 22-2-'3 August. 

• 58. Histor~'. 60th Troop Oa.rrier Gp., Aug. 4.4. p. 2. 

59.	 History, 28th Troop Oarrier Sq., Aug. 44. 

60.	 ibid.; Special O::>erations tAir) l'lTO, :0. 20. The heroine of this 
action "'"as Alice, an English-speaking J:'artiean whose untiring efforts 
resulted in maximum efficienoy in handling a most contused situation. 
w: I·~diterra.n.ean Rev:1,ew, 110. 10, p. 126. 

-~.<---~~,_.~--- ~--~--~,-,~-~~~~----~~_~_~I 
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61.	 Special Opere-tiona (Air) 1-11£0 t p. 2:1. 

62.	 ~lar Diary. Slat Troop Carrier Sq. t Harch 45; lI1~torYJ b1.st Troop 
Carrier Sq., March 45. 

63.	 iA.!. Iwditerranean Review. No. 10. :p. 126. 

64.	 The number of Fifteenth Air :Force escapees by months wa.s: Ja.nuary 1944, 
1; Feb~~. 11; March. 32; April. 86; !1ay, 176. (Blsto:r:r. f-rAAF, III. 
p. 319.) .Another source states that 225 Anerican and two P.AF airmen 
uere evacuated from Yugoslavia in May 1944. Irq. l~. Special Opera­
tions During lay 1944, l':onthly Eepo:rt lTo. 2, in History. ,r'lAAF, XII,. 

65.	 Hi story. lIAAF. I II. :p. 320. 

66.	 Lt. COl. Linn 14. Paris. Senior ,American Officer, Anglo...Aml?r1can. 
1'!i.11tary m. seion. to l'UlAF Director of Opera.tions, 25 :Iarch 44, :1.ncl.No• 
..I. in Horstad to OG Fifteenth Air Force, 15 Anril 44, in History, 
!;AAF. VIII. The liaison :.olr,.nes. two L5-VI S and two P.AF A:usters. 
were assigru"d on 15 April 1944. Hq. I,~, Operations Instruction 
1;0. 24. 15 A:rril 44, 1:b1..d.. 

..67.	 Ltr•• Eaker to .:J.rnold, 3 Sep. 44. ~. nVI; Itr•• Kraigher to 
Baker, 20 July 44, lli.A.. x:etV. hi e:r..anlple of evacuation from 
Uihailovichls headquarters ii'as the misdon of six C-47's on the night 
of Zi:J/30 r,:ay 1944. ~he planes dropped supplies at various DZl s 
on the way. then land-ed at a short strip in western :Bosnia. delivered 
two YUf,"Oslav Quisli.n6fl cauGht in Italy, and eva.cuated 61 men, mostly 
Allericun i'lyers. On the next night, another 0-47 took out 3riL'adier 
Armstrong and six others. Citation. 60th ~roop Carrier Gp., Tab 2. 
p. 5. 

68.	 Eisto~r. ~~'. III, 319-24. 

69.	 At 44°02 1 N. 20°11 1 .fl. 

70.	 Ristor~~. 1~\.F. lIJ., 'I). 325. 

71.	 Oitation, 60th ~roop Carrier Gp•• Tab 2. p. 7; History. lOth Troop 
Carrier Sq. I Aug. 44; l£istor~r. 51st ~roo:p Carrier 1iing. Aug. 44. 
~he last source etates that 271 American flyers were evacuated. 
}..not!lE~r source. the E:istor}~. 60th ~roop Carri e-r Croup, A%-ust 1944. 
~ves thP. fi&~e as 226 Allied flyers evacuated on 10 August 1944. 

'72.	 E:istor~, 60th Troop Carrier C~1) •• Se;J. 44. 

'73.	 History. 51st ~roop Carrier Sq•• Jan. 46. 

74.	 J?A!.l{edU~rranean Reyiew. Iro. 10. pp. 95. 113. 

--- -~ ... ~._- ~ 
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75.	 <m-IN-647 (1-10-44), :Eaker to Arnold, 1 Oct. 44, 7T'1.I-32698. 
Fifteenth an.d !..1olel:fth Air ::force recoveries, 0;, Innd. and by air, 
were as follows: 

QQuntU-	 illh..1i1r.. ~ lathAUwa Mal. 

Albania 16 0 16 
:Bulearia 305 0 305 
Ozechoslovakia 64 0 64 
France 60 15 75 
Greece 16 0 76 
northern Italy 241 495 736 
Rumania 1,309 0 1,309 
Eussian-occupied Austria 6 0 6 
Russian-oocnnied Germany 20 0 25 
Ru.ssian-occupied H'U.tlgary 651 0 651 
3nssian-ocoupied Poland 215 0 215 
Spain 18 3 21 
Swi tzerland 332 14 346 
Turkey 50 10 60 
Yugoslavia a..JiOO. ...l2. ~ 

TOTALS	 5.71S 549 6,267 

History. 1.14Al\ III, 340a. Figuros for the ~fe1fth Air I'orce are from 
lIovell1oer 1942 to .I\"p1'l1 1945f figures for tl:.e Fifteenth Air Foroe a.re 
from l~ovember 1943 to April 1945. The Twelfth Air Force had 5,425 
ndssin.g in action, of which 10 per cent were rescue~; the Pifteenth 
had 22,753 missing in action, of which 25 per cent were rescued.. At 
the l4'ar l send, 22 per cent of all missing .i.Al:' personnel had been 
rescued. 

76.	 History, l-'lAAF, IU t p. 326, n. 7. Evacuf:l.tion of Allied n~~ers from 
Sweden and SwitzerlriUd, while an interesting phase of air operations. 
lies oeyond the scope of tnis study since they were not strictly 
special ouerations. The Air Transport Oommand carried ou.t evacuation 
:from Sweden; and the J!lighth ,Air ~:orce, using 3-1? t S and B-24's. the 
latter belonging to the 492d Bomb Grou;p, eva.cuated the Swiss internees 
:from Annecy. 

__ c__ ~•.' ~,c_~c ~. ~ _~~~ ~_~~__~~ 
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Chapter VII 

1.	 Pi/D SHA~t lILea-flat Operations. ',lestcl'n_~Uropean Theater, II P3? 2-3. 
Laereafter oited as Leaflet Operations~ 

• 
2. :J?WD SlIABF, liThe Leaflet Pr.2paF,allda :h'ront,lI 15 IJov. 44. in History, 

1st :9omb Div•• Hov. 44. LHere~t,er oi ted a.s l.ea.flet Propaeanda Front.J 

3.	 Leaflet Operations. pp. 8-9. 

4.	 A sauple co:py is in Eistory. BOOth .domb Sq., Hay 44. The sixth 
nnmoer. covering Harch-16 April 1944. contained 32 ])nges. 

5.	 A sanmle cop~; is in rdstor~r. 1st Air Division. January 1945. 

6.	 See copies in iJUJl., Oct. 44. 

7.	 Leaflet OperE!>tiona, p. 9. 

8.	 Leaflet Propaganda Front, 15 Nov. 44. 

9.	 Citation, 6Qtrt Troo~ Oarrier ~ •• Tab 2. 'P. 3. 

10.	 History, Fifteenth Air r'orce, II. :9. 21. 

11.	 Leaflet Operation!!. :p. 21. 

12.	 l.W&... 

13.	 D.id,•• )1p. 21-22. 

14.	 ULet t s Set Course. 1f :9. 4. in History, 406th :aomb Sq. I Uay 45 (page 
proof of a pamphlet. intended for orientation. which apparently was 
was not publi shed) • 

15.	 Aber became a major on 13 Jroxu..:"l.ry 1944 and wa.s a lieutenant colonel 
at the time of his deE.th on 4 Ma.rch 1945. O:ar Diary. 422d :Bomb Sq•• 
Jan. 44.) ~his remarkable officer. a native of .P.aclne. liisc•• was 

• 
a. O'!l,du,,:'i.te in engineering ;from J:>u.rdue University, 1941. Hq. ~OUS.A.. 

Release ;"0. 9690. 26 Oct. 44• 

16.	 H1stor',{. ']ighth Mol' Porce. JUlle 44, pp. 26-27. 

17.	 Har Diary, 422d Bomo Sq.. June 44. 

18.	 'Ste.tistical SummarJ of Eighth Air :5'01'08 Opera.tions. European Theater, 
17 August 1942-8 r.:ay 194.5, p. 10. 

,..- ~~--~~ ,._-" •.. - -~--~ ----- --~_.~ ,~-- ~--~._._--~ 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



198 

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

A..\FliH-21, lTotes, Q1ulp. VII -

19.	 ULetls Set Oouxse,lI p. 4, in Hiatory, 406th :Bomb Sq., Hay 45. 

20.	 ~ia.r Diary, 406th ~omb Sq., Jan. 45. ~lle order "tor tnls change was 
ei'fective on 1 January 1945. 

21.	 Operational Performance Record, in History. 406th Bomb Sq•• ~~y 45. 

• 22. Ltr., Hq. bt :Solllb Liv., llDroppiog of Leo£lets. II 29 April 44. in 
History, 1st :Bonfo Div., April 44. 

23.	 Ltr•• Hq. 1st .Bomb IIiv•• lIDroppioC of Leaflets,lI 22 Hay 44. ~. t 
Nay 44. 

24.	 Ltr., Hq. USS!;;'AF to OG .clighth Air Foroe. 21 June 44. 

25.	 Directive. Rq. :ai.g'b.th Air Force to CQI s 1st. ad. ani! 3d :Bomb Divs •• 
5 July 44. 

26.	 Histor~r. 856th :Bomb Sq. I Oct.-nov. 44. 

2.7.	 GR~ I·:::U. Directive J:To. 487. 26 rove 43, in Special Operations !'l~O. 

Annex :B. 

28.	 Twelfth Air Force. I1Troo:p Oarrier Operations. 1944. 11 :p. 18. 

29.	 Histor~". 885th Bomb Sq•• Sap. 44. 

30.	 itar Diaries. 7th and 51st Troop Carrier Sqs., l;ov. 44. 

31.	 llLetfs Set Oourse. II p. 5. in History, 406th Bomb Sq. , Hay 45; 
Report of the 422d :Bomb Sq. tH) on :::right Operations t p. 12. iliA. 

32.	 Leaflet Operations. p. 23. 

33.	 new YOTrl: Hel"aJ d-JIll"ibJme. 27 Oct. 44. 

34.	 Report of the'422d Bomb Sq. (E) on NiGht Operations, p. 12. in 
llistory. 4Q6th 30mb Sq.. May 45. 

35.	 Hq•.rJightb. Air Force. lILeaflet 30mb. II 12 April 44. buckslip in 
liistory, Eighth Air Force; \far Diary. 422d Bomb Sq •• Jan. 44. 

36.	 Leaf1c,t Operations t p. 24; IILet I s Set Course, II "p. 15, in .t!istory, 
406th :Bomo Sq.. l<f,ay 45. 

37.	 Leaflet Operations t p. 23. 

38.	 1{q. ~ght.n Air Force, "Leaflet 30mb Procedure," 19 April 44. 
SUJlPol'tinfl: docs. in History, ~Ehth Air :I-'oroo. :1:'01' illustrations of 
the leaflet bomb. see History. 856th Bomb Sq., Oct.-Nov. 44. 

- --	
----,
 

.......... _._~-~-~-
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.A1I:FF..H-21 t liotes t CMp. VII 

39.	 Leaflet Operati>ons. 1r9. 24-25. P-47's cnrried 9 T-3 bombs,3 under 
each wing anv. 3 in the bell:{-tank !,os1 tion. :a-~6 1 s could carry 6 
T-1 bombs ho10ing 480,000 leaflets, or 00 ~-3 bombs holdinG 300,000 
leaflets. 

40.	 Hq. n(;hth Ail' Force, llJ,eaflet Bomo Procedure,1I 19 A:pril 44. 

41.	 Leaflet Operations, p. 1. 

42.	 lIar Diaries, 1st Bomb Div. t O~t.-Dec. 43. 
,> 

43.	 ~he follow1ng table sholvs frequency of nickeling sorties b~" the 
422d ]omb Squadron to various cities of western iUro~e, January­
l·ia.rch 19M: 

mlA QoJmt:tY .ran... Eeh... 
4 

~ ~ ~ 
7
 15
Pari S I I:'rance 

Ami ens II 

Eouen " 
Reims " 

4
4
4
4 
5 
4
 

5
 5 14
 
5 5 14 
4 5 13 
4 3 12 
4 3 11 

Lille If 

Caen II 

ltennes II	 3 5 3 11 
Orleans It 

Antverp, :Belgium 
4
1 

4
 2 10
 
5 3 9
 

Oambrai, France	 4 3 2 9 
Chartres II	 3 3 3 9 
La Hans II	 4 3 2 9
 
Lor1ent II :.> 3 3 9
 
Nantes II 4 3 2 9
 
Tours II	 4 3 2 9 
:9russels, Ealgi'U1ll 1 3 3
 7
 
:Brest, :France 3 2 1 6 
Cha.t ea.uroux, Franee 2 1 1 4: 
Ghent I :Belgium o 3
 1 4, 

4
 
4
 

Monceau sur Sambra. Belgium o 3 1 o . :Raismes. :France	 2 2 
Amsterda.r:l, lTethcrlands o o 3 3 
Oharleroi, :Se1giwn	 o 22o 
Gronob1e t France o 1 1 2 
!Ihe lIagu.e t N'etherJ.ands o o 2 2 
Leeuwarden II 

Toulouse. France 
o
1 

o
o 

2 2
 
1 2
 

::Bremen. Gel'Illany	 1 o o 1 
Evreux, France 1 o o
 1

1 
1
1 

Liege. .delgium o 1
 
Limoges, France o o
 

o 
1
 

Lyon. France	 o 
Rotterdam, netherlands o 

1
1
1 

o
o 1
 

1Utrecht II o o
 

•
 

•
 
Vichy t ?ranee	 o o 1 1 
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AAIfBII-21. Hotes. c..~p. VB	 roo 

Oompiled fran l'lar Di~ries. 442d 30mb Sq. 

44.	 The um-eliability of statistics\is well illustrated by two sources: 
liThe total number of le3.flets dropped by the 3ighth Air :&'oroe during 
Februar;;r was somewhat in axoeSEl of 32.000,000 11 (History. Eighth 
Air Rorce. Fe·c. 44, p. 7). but the 422d :Bomb Squadron alone drowed 
52,640,000. 

45.	 \Jar Diary, 422d 30mb Sq., April 44; Bie)lth Air i!'orce. ~Tarra.t:i.ve of 
Operations, A:.9ril 1944. 

46.	 ',lar Diary. 422d :3omb SQ.., I~ 44. 

4'1.	 Eighth Air Yoree, l~arra.tive of O:oerations. Hay 44. 

48.	 7iEt:r Dinry. 422d 30mb Sq•• !ray 44. Ne1ther thl3 Histo~r l Eigb.th Air 
Force. nor the Statistic~l 5ucnary re~roduced in Appendix lio. 21 
includes the 6/'1 aay attack. 

49.	 ;lar Dia.ry, 422d Bono Sq•• June 44; Hq. :i!.'TOUSA. Release Iro. 9680. 
26 Oct. 44. The targets were Lisien."t:. Falaisa. Argentan. Pont 
J..'meque, La lfans. Vira, Oarentan. P..ennes. St. ~, Oherbourg, Laval. 
Villas ::goiage. :Bay-aux. Thur~t Earcourt. Concle sur Uocreau, and 
Pontan-oault. 

50.	 '\'far Diary, 422d Boab Sq.. June 44. ~he number of targets was sur­
passed on. 17/18 J'Wle when 10 ll-17 1 s nickeleci. 41 French locet.liUes. 

-51.	 Statistical Stmnary of &gb.th J\ir Force Operations. E'J.ropaan. 
Theater. 17 AUgIlSt 1942-0 Hay 1945. 

52.	 IIistoI"Y"t :sli@1th Air Force. Jul.:, 44, P:9. 25-26. 

53.	 The History. :ciighth Air Force. July 1944 is mistaken in stating that 
llLeaflet-dropping o:pElration.s of the QChth Air Force reached an 
all-time high during July.. " 

54.	 Leaflet Propasanda Front, 15 lTov. 44. 

55.	 Another plane was lo!'t by the 406th :Bomb SqU8.dron in Ootober. (See 
App. 20. this study.) The Ristor.,.' • .Eighth Air Force. October 1944. 
page 53. sta.tes t~t tWIJ planes were destroyed by nir,ht fighters. 

56.	 History, 3ir,hth Air Porce, ~!ov. 44. PP. 39-40. 

57.	 The 406th 30mb Squao.ron drol)ued about 109.000,000 tactical leaflets 
and about 28.000,000 stratel:"1.o leaflets; the RA."l;' dropped about 
23.000,000 strategic leaflets. Leaflet Propaganda Front, 31 nee. 44. 
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AAFRH-21, l~otcs, Crur9. VII 

58.	 ~•• 25 J~. 45. In DeceElber. :Sri tish-I:lased ple.nes dropped 
.887,286,000 leaflets; French-based planeR nnd a.rtillery 'W:lits added 
f:r:Olil 10,000,000 to 20 ,000 ,000; the 406th 330mb S<lusdron drop'lJed 
137,000.000 (but comyare Ap:o. 20. this study); the :c:i.gb.th Air Force 
bombers drop~ed 112.000,000; and the RAF (~opped 38.000.000. 

59. :Eiistor~'. :Qi~;nth Air Force, Dec. 44, pp, 16-17. 

e 60. .:&1' :Diary. 40Gth Bomb Sq •• Jan. 45; Histor:,', 406th :Bomb Sq•• Feb. 45. 

61.	 History. 406th :Bomb Sq•• N~rch 45. He wns followed in comand by 
liaj. Robert H. Gadcly on 7 Ho.rch 1945. 

62.	 Of 5I0.00D.DeD leo.nets delivered in :fa.roh, thl;l RAF dropped 
51,OuO,OOO; the 406th :Bomb Squv,dron, 1B3,000,OOO; and the regular 
bombers 276.000.000, Distr1bu~ion was as follows: 

Gel'".llan troops 220,456,000 
German civilian~ 247.640,000 
Dutch 25.280.000 
1renchmen in Germany 15,200.000 
lfor1'legifms 1,120.000 
Df'.nes 3Q4,QQQ 

510,000.000 

Leaflet Propa., 'anita Front, 30 April 45. 

63.	 ULet IS Set Oourse, II p. 5, in History, 408th :Bomb Sq•• ~Ia.y 45. 

64.	 BAF. Uediterraneen Reyi ew• l~o. 6. Il. 101. 

65.	 One SOUTce G1 'reS the figure as 87.9 gross tons. (Special Operations 
(Air) HTO, p. 44.) Another source rahes it to 98 tons. Special 
Opera.tions, 1·:!l!0, Seo. XVI. App. A. 

66.	 Incoming cat>les, Eisenhower to ii1). 5722 (9-7-43). 7 Aug. 43, 
jj:il-4413/8749; 12975 (1;.1-7-43). 18 July 43, ,1'1,'-5107/1961; 22614 
(:30-8-43), 29 Au,g. 43. ;':IT-8634; 1637 (3-8-43). 3 Aug. 43, 'lfW-6406. 

67.	 History. ?ifteenth Air rareSt II, 1'. 21. 

68.	 P.AE. Uediterranean Reyiew, l~o. 10. :p. 64. 

69.	 01t:J.tion, 60th Troop Carrier Gp, , !rab 2, p. 3. 

70.	 !!onthly tonno.£;es \olera: 

12 Feb. -1 A:9rll 9.06 Augu.st 57.1 
April	 68.7 September 45,0 
I~y	 56.9 October 16,5 
June	 67.4 :l:Tovcmber 23.0 

(Contd)
F$ 
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.n...!W:1m-21. l:otes. Chap. VII 202 

70.(Contd) 

July 56.8 December 14.0 
TOTAL 414.46 

~weltth A~:r Force. Troop Currier Operations. 1944, ~p. 10, 33, 37. 
See also App. 12, this fltUdy. 

71.	 History, bLst Troop Carrier Sq., Feb. 44. 

e 72. liar DIary. 7th Troop Oa.rrier Sq•• Feo. 44. 

74.	 A total of 18,131 lOs. were dro})ped. of t~hich 13,496 were delivered 
on three sorties :from 22-26 l!'ebruarJ·. Tuelftb. Air Force. ~roo:9 
Carrier Operations, 1944, p. 10; Val' Diaries, 7th. and 51st Troop 
Carrier Squ."l,o.rons, Februn:r;y-~rarch 44. 

75.	 Tt1elfth Ail' Force. IlTroop Carriar o-oerR.tions, 1944. ,I p. 27. 

76.	 r:,Tar Diaries. ·tth nnd. mat IJ;roop Carrier Sqs., ~ov. 44. A total of 
23 tons was drop"Oed by the two squaurons d~J.I'ing the month. Only 
one Bortie went to Greece. 

77•	 War Di:u'Y, 51n Troop Carrif'r Sq•• Dec. 44. 

A more or leas random s~ling of troop carrier n1ck~ling operations 
glvas t\ fair indication of this nhase of sllecial operations. On 
sorties tl~t dropped 3,500 to 4.000 Ibs. of leafl~tst no supplies 
''tere drOJ)ped.. ~e following exa~les arc tnl".:en from sqU:'1.dron 'lar 
Diaries: 

~ SQ,UAdron	 ~a Q_4?t s Country lJigke18 
QlJ,. .:the. Hisst on Uic1;eled WWed (lbs.) 

8/9 April 10 2 Albania 470 
10 2 Greece. Yugo. 800 
10 1 Albania . 700 

12/13 10 6 YU[~oslaviR 1,380 
10 1 Italy 300 

14/15 10 6 Yu~oslavia 1,560 
le/l0 10 10 YULoa1avin. '140 
16/1'1 10 3 Greece 525 

10 3 YUboslavin, 1,225 
10 1 Albania 300 

18/19 10 3 Albania 1,350 
19/20 10 2 Yu.e;oslavil' 330 . 

10 1 Th.l1garia 4 t 500 
10 1 Yugosl:w1a 300 

25/26 10 3 Yugodavia. 650 
10 1 Greece 230 

(Contd) 
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-;AFf.H-:31, :~ot~!';, Chan. VII ~3 

77. (Contd) 

1~4tf ~q;uadrQn. ~ .2f. C_~7 r ~ 

Qli 1M :11 ssion 
Q.QJmtu 
l1ickeled 

NickeJs 
DrQJJJJed. (lb'8.) 

261Zl 10 1 Yugoslo.via 150 
30 ;.:or./l :!ay 10 4 YW~slu,v1a 800 
5/6 10 5 Greece 600 
14/15 10 1 Greece 150 
21{2:3 10 5 Greece 600 
30 l~y/1 Ju:us 10 3 I'taJ.y 1,800 
1/2 l{ovember 51 1 Yugo., .AJ. Dania 4,500 
6/7 51 1 Yugo., Albania. 4,500 
7 7 1 Greece 4,500 
12/13 7 1 Albania 4,500 
16/17 51 1 YUf;oslt:lvia 4,000 
18/19 51 1 Yugo., .11 uania. 4,000 
191m 7 1 Yugo., .lUban1a. 4,500 
20/21 7 1 Yugoslavia 4,000 
2'J/23 ? 1 Yugo sle-via 4,000 
23/24 51 1 Yugo., Albania 4,000 
4 l1ecembt.lr 51 1 Yugoslavia 4,000 
17 51 1 II 4,000 
18/19 51 1 II 4,000 
19 51 1 II 4,000 
21 51 1 If 4,000 
:>.6/2f7 51 1 II 4,000 

II'i!7/28 51 1	 4,000 

78.	 mstor-,r, 51s t Troop Carrier \rin5 , Jan. 45; ';lar Di~ry, 51st Troop 
Carrier Sq. t Jan. 45. 

79.	 lTar DiJ.!'ies. blst Troop Canier So., Fe'b.-:~arch 45. In April the 
51st ~roop Carrier ji~C dropped four ton~ of leaf1et~ to all targets. 
History, 51':lt TrooT' OarriE'r ~{inG, A")ril 45. 

so.	 In October. the 885th ]onb $oLl~dron flew 33 successful sortip~ to the 
3al..~fUl5 and. d.:ropned 10,900 lbs. of 1e&flets. an average of 330 los. 
per sortie. Hi~tory, 885th Boob SQ. t Oct. 44. 

81.	 lIhtory, 2641st Special Gp. (Prov). Jan.-Earch 45. T:a.e breR2cdotm 
for the t'rTO months was: 

_____._Balktma__ _ __ ItaJ.y
l:onth No. of I;os. Average l~o. of ~ L'l,)s. Average 

sorties per sortie sorties per sortie 
J~.nuary-- '76 15,400 203 44 -12;200---. --2S0--­
1iarch 133 25,800 194 108 15,800 172 
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83.	 LOllF; tons of leaflets dropped b;r special duty aircraft in the 
Hediterrane,m theater • .i;.v.gul"'t 194.4-A;lril 194,5 ...rere as follows: 

CountrY ~ ~ Q.QL.. ll2L.. J&s:c.... ~ W.a. ~Am:U. ~ 

Albania 8.21 5.22 3.26 5.09	 21.78 
Germany-­

Austria .13 .13 2.18 6.25 2.40 11.09 
:i3u1gr.ria 2.01 2.01 
Crete .13 .49 .62 
Czecllo1310­

vald.a .27 .13 2.63 2.68 4.28 9.99 
Fr~lJlce 25.60 6.60 32.20 
Greece 5.53 11.10 9040 4.02 19.20 9.31 58.56 
Hun&lry 1.69 1.01 2.70 
Italy 14.41 10.17 4.63 12.46 9.37 4.95 28.00 7.32 7.33 98.69 
PolP..nd .06 .06 
YUf;oslcvin. 42. 90 ~ ~ ~ ~~.Qii.ll ~ 21.Jll. 321.73 

~OT.:\LS 98.66 71.74 24.77 71.49 65.85 32.52 96.00 60.48 38.58 559.4Za. 

!:!:.. 559.43 10nr: tons ec::u.als 615.37 "hort tons. 

Compiled from Hq. Ha.A1i'. Special Operations. ::onthly R~orts ~ros. 5-13, 
in Jiistory, l·~.w'. XXXV. 

83.	 lTe,'1 York Her$,ld-Tribune, 27 Oct. 44. 

84.	 1",,1) ::iti.\~, Leaflet Section. IIL~,test r_enorts on Leaflet Re?ctions,1l 
No. II-If, undated SUIJ"Porting doc., in Histor.r, 1st :Bomb Div., Oct. 44. 

65.	 I:Qlil. , l~o • 12, 11 Kov. 44. 

86.	 44· '"~ 13, 8 l~ov. 44; and !To.~, lIo. 12, 11 lrov. • •~o •	 16, 14 Dec. 44• 

u7.	 lliS,. , 110. 10, 30 Sept 44. 

88.	 Th.JJl.•• lIo. Il-S. undated. 

89.	 Leaflet O~er~tions. ~. S. 

90.	 Ltr., :drig. Gen. Robert ~\.. :':cOlure to OG Bigllth Air Porce, 2 Hay 45. 

-
91.	 60th !rroop Oarrier Gp., 11Story of' Resuppl~r. II 

92.	 ~ar Liary, 11th Troo~ C~rrier SQ •• A~ril 44. 
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BI~LIOGRAihIOAL 10T~ 

lIa.terials for this study were difficult to obtain because operations 
discussed \'lere highly secret in nature and adeqn..'\te records. if they 
exi st t did not COI:le to light. An UIlf'uccessfuJ. attemt t extendinr, over 
several ",eeks. was made to obta.in materials frou the Office of Strategic 
Services. Perha:pt'i it should be noted that OSS records have been some'!r7hat 
dispersed during the reorganizc.tion of that office. 

Unit histories. \'1a1' diaries. nnd special reT>orts have been drawn 
upon heCLvily. On the hif"her levels. the hro histories of special 01?era­
tions in the !'~editerra:o.(>.n.n thea.ter and the history of the C.a.E?.cl'2.dAxG£R 
project fron the United Kingdom were especially useful. Histories of tne 
_1!.ghth. ~Ilelftil. p.nd Fifteenth Air ],o1'co3s and the r':editerranean Allied 
Air 3"orces, "lhUe touchin§:': but briefly on s"!'JecioJ. operation~. were also 
valuable. Atlons the hundreds of sun~ortinr, documents that we~e filed 
wit,). the HAJ\P hi~tory are mP.n.t which reln.te to s7)ccial operations. 'l'I'here 
not other·.Ase placed, the sources are to be found. in the A.rcilives Section 
of the Air rti~torical Office. 

One finds con~lderable difficulty in reconoiling statistics, espe­
cicily when souroes often dis~Gree suostantially. In such cases the 
wri tel' has accepted the stati O'ltics which. in .ui s judgment, appe..'\r to be 
most relia.ble. For the Uediterr;'>.!113<'m theater, this unfortunate situation 
could havo been remedied had all the Special Ooerations !lonthly :ae"Dorts 
been ~vailable. This series did not bei;in until April 19~t two rnonths 
after the AAP bet~3n its ~ecial operationn from Italian bases. The ~ 
i.edj.tw::r'aneF:» E.e'de.>i w~.s helpful in providing background m~terial on the 
£>;l.rti ao.n '31 tua.tion in the $lkanfl and Italy• 

.£..ltj~owjl the present study nrimcu:ily treats of the M:!!.' as a. card ,:1' 

Ior other agencies. the larger st~ry would oe interestinh , especially to 
answer the Question: IIlihat, specific3.1ly, did the Partisans accomplIsH 
"'i th s~1)lies delivered by a1r'( II !Co answer such a o_uef'tion accurately. 
one mu"t howe not onl~r a deta.iled accol..Ult of .t'8Xtisf'..Il movel'lents. but also 
detailed nission reports for each sunply~droppinG sortie. Exc~t in a 
ver~r few casas. such reports h.'\.ve not 'been :found. One would like to know. 
too t eXftctly uhere eaoh drop zone l'.nd eRch landin," strip was located. A 
:few h:'.ve been :pinnointed, but the \'11'1 tel' sOUfj.lt in vain for target lists 
cOmDlete \dth Geogr~?hic~l coordinates. 
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App endix ~ro. 1 

ORGAljI ZATIOlT Oli' SPJiiOUL O?::B..1.lZIOUS, :I:clDI:C.Jl:l'}~;i:.Al~ !rH..!lA.T..:R 
D.£O~·13.&tt. 1943* 

I AYL~ I 
_~_~_ 1_ _rAm:;-_UH !r. I-IS~~- I '2677 Hq. Co. 

tI taly) 1 so.;:; I 1 
OSS/SO 

/~~~ I -. ~ :::~ce~, I (S. France) 

-:K-'o-.-l-SneCia.l ~H~q- -'..-Oo.1 fF;-~;'i33- I 
. Porce '(SOJ) ~ OSS/SO 1 (:Eal?=ans. Crete. 
--------- ----- 1& the Aegean) 

--- ~ __L ~ -.~ -~ --I 
Ad.vance 

Force 133 I 
1 (Im;:llementation frOlll,
I Italy of Faroe 133 ' 
I Operations) 

* Ada:!?ted froIn chart in Special Operations in the llediterrunean 2heatel" of 
Operations~ Section III, Annex A. 

Explan~tion of Abbreviations: 
AOL]'------~Ulied Central 1:editerranean Forces 
SO~------SVeci31 Operations 3xecutive (]ritish) 
OSSjSO----Office of Strategic Services, 8-pecial Operations :3ra.nch CU. s.) 
ISSU-6----!uter-Service Sicnals Unit-o (~rit1sh) 
GEl{ ~·lL---Genera1 Headq'Uerters, ~.~ddle ::..ast 
~~-----.\llied ~orce Head~~rters 
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Appendix lTo. 2 

ORG~1:;I ZATIO:L: OF Sf.J!.j~J.AL 01-'~i.VtIUliS. l:EDIT.JRR.iI.l..::Wr ~T1a 

. APRII. 1944* 

1 

____ Oper3.tiona.l Control 
---------- Oo-ordination 

* Ada:otcd fro:J. chart in Srecifl,l Oper.:'l.tions in the Mediterranean Theater of 
Opl-'ration~I Section III, Annex :B. 

~lnnation of Abbreviations: 
~U~---Al1ied Force Headquarters 
SO:.TO---S'Jecia1 Operations t l!editerranec.n. ::"heater of Ooerations 
A.U----A1Ued ArInies in Ita.ly 
~:s' 163--~aS:->;: Force 163 
Gli'i l·..::il.-General Headqua.rter~ t :,],ddle ~st 

OSS/SO--Of£ice of Strategic Services, Special Operations ]ranch (U. S.) 
!SSU-6--Inter-~erviceSignals Unit-6 (BritiSh) 
SOE-----Special Operations ~ecutive 

.~~-~~---~._-,~-~~~- ~~-~~-,.~-~ ..~. __· .... 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 
I 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

ORGAlrI ZATI01~ O:l!' SFJ£OI!l..1 OPBRA.~IOlrs I 11:lDI ~l...:P2AJ.~"~i UIZAT:::R 
JU1.,"Z 194.4* 

•
 

ISSU-6 2677 Eeg 
SOE ass/so 

____ Operational Oontral 
-------- Co-ordination 

* AdaTJ ted fror.. chart in c:g€lcial Oporations in the :~editprranean ~heat e1' of 
Cperations, ~ection III, ArL~ex o. 

• 
:Q."ro1e.nl~tion of ADbrE'vic,tiona:
 

¥~nQ--------Allied ~orce Headquarterr.
 
Gli~ ml-----Gener81 Headqun.rters. ~~idd1e ~nt
 

TF IG3-----Tas;-: 3'orce 163
 
AAl---------Al1ied Arrdes in Italy
 
~rOC--------Specia1Project~ Operations Center • 
ISSU-6.S0TI--Inter-~ervice Signals Unit-6, Suecial Operations 
OBS SO------Office of Stratsr;.lc Services. Special Operations 
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---~--- ,. -----~-~-- J--- _~~.~~~~~k ~..""­, 1944ll 1945 
Uni.t nnd...~~~ ••oJ:. ALa•. _~jAJ?riJ. __..w-...AU~, §en. Oct 170I ~ !J~ ~eL. ,Ma;r:qp. Auril

~i  148 Sq. (:R.U!') 
::I:~ E:ali:faxes l4-9.c.. 14-9 1~-6  10-6 14-10 14-11 00-12 19-1~  19-8 19-11 18-13 ~ 

:::r- 1586 Polish ?light _.en;
a~lif~~eotLioar~tors  1&-10 12-8 7-6 6-5 10-7 10-8 14-10 13-10 16..10 tn-o! Italtan Air ?orce»1 -0 
5:1-82 1s. Cant Z-l007 1 S 4"'1-24 36-21 40-12 12-6 12-$ 12-6 12-6 11-6 15-13 1,5..8 15-6 ~  G) "5lEtt TO \iing (~W')  '(0 

m 0-47's 60-45 52-42 31-30 35-30 35-30 35-30 35-29 75-70 75-70 70-65 70-65 CD 
68th P.~n.  Group (AAF)Ci C
:8-251 13 7-4 7-4 CD

~l  267 Sq. (FAF)sl. n
-t Dcl:otas 1-1 10-9 10-6 10-8 10-5 10-5 35-ZG 10-8 ­

~~i  6"34 5q. (:ctAF)tn: tn 
tn' Halif~~es; Stir1in~s 18-17 17-17 11-6 17-8 tn_.

l22d/SS5th Jonb S~.  _.3i 
(AAF) .8-17 's, 13-24 IS 9-4 14-10 15-12 15-13 14-12 15-13 14-12 15-10 16-14 16-8 16-8 """"CD CD 

c. 85Sth 30mb Sq. (~)  C. 
_l Il-24's 15-6 15-10 16-13 16-12 16-1'3 
»~  205 Grou9 (PJl.F)~  

,:e11inetons.1iberators 134-107 125-85 125-85 120-85 120-05:E! ~
 '14 Sq. (SAAF)m Dakotas 10-8 10-5 10-9 m 
o o
 
....I. ....I. 
I\,) I\,)Oompiled frou Hq. llAA~\ Specitl,l Gperations; Honthly Reports 1;os. 1-2. 5-13. in History. r!AAF.
CD $b CDXII, XXXV,c.n c.n 

~. Stl\tistics for June and. Ju].y-1944 relating to all u.n1 ts are not availC\.ble.CO" CO 
c. Read as follows: 14-9 menns 14 aircraft avora~e  strength. 9 Rircrnft average n~ber  servic~able.  

I. The 267 Sq. fiGUres i'or December 1944 include detachments of No. 216 Sq. (.flAF) and of :'1'os. 44 
and 28 Sqs. (SAAF). 

~.  No. Z6 ,{ellington Sq. (EAr) flew a few ~orties in August and Dece~ber  1944. 
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JSppendb: lIo. 5 

l3~IOlT:,;  OF F.d!llOI.f'.u.. W .. U:iI~S ~{U;"GJ!J) I~; li.:?.::iOVJ.. CJ?&J,!C!O::S, UTua 
" , 

-I~ 

::I:!-eni 60th TO Grouu 

Uni t :Brindisi RodGl~o  

Stationr. 
Tarquinia Uiacelle.n.eous 

_stations& 
-I 
:::r_. 
tn 

~ 

"tJ!»l 
G'>im: 
C' 
CD~  

(")~  

i"j
tn,
tn' 
3i 
CD 
c. ,-,»1 
:E' 
m o 
....I. 
I\,) 
CD 
c.n 
CO 

--' 

51st ~C  Sa. 

8th ~o  Sq. 

B2d. TO Group 
4th ~o  Sq. 
7th TO Sq. 

loth TO Sq. 
11th TO Sq. 
12th TO Sq. 
28th TO Sq. 

64th TO Group 
16th :rC Sq• 
17th TO Sq. 
18th (tiC Sq. 
35th (CO Sq. 

12 :2eb-3 Aur 44 
27 Oct 44-23 ltar 45 

29 R'lr-13 Iray 45 

12 Feb-D9 !1ar 44 
22 Oct-4 Dec 44 

5 A'f.lr-25 Oct 44 
17 J.Iar-lQ Oct 44 

28 l'~ar-8 Oct 44 
16 :~-3  Oct 44 

10 Jan-2S Har 45 
10 Jan-2 gay 45 
9 Jan-22 Ha.y 45 
9 Ja.n-22 Ha.~·  45 

28 }~e.r-13  !,~y  45 

9 Jan-13 Hay 45 

4 Dec 44-13 }~y  45 
9 Jan 45-13 l:a;>r 45 

28 SEM-27 Oct 44 
(Fogr.!a) 

.30 Sap 44-8 Joo. 45 
(Halif.'I).ano) 

8 Dec 43-22 Feb 44 
(Gioia del Colle) 
SO Sap 44-8 Jan 45 

(M~.limano ) 

"tJ 
£» 

(C 
CD 

C 
CD 
(")-£» 
tn 
tn_. 
....._. 
CD 
C. 

~  

m o 
....I. 
I\,) 
CD c.n 
CO 

2641st Sp. Gu. 
885th BOMb Sq.,Q, 2 Oot 44-20 Bar 45 
859th Bomb Sq. 15 Dec 44-20 I·tar 45 

20 Ba.r-no ga.y 45 
20 Mar-.20 May 45 

~.  

b. 
-
9.,. 

Oompiled from unit histories, station lists, and War diarios. 
The 122d Lia.ison S~.  was at :faMicault, Tunisia from about 1 Eov. 43 to 4 Dec. 43". at Ma.nduri~
from 5 Dec. 43 to ~O  April 44. A detachment of 3 E-17 1 s was at Blida from Feb. ~4  to April 44 
The la2d Bomb Sq. n;oved from .tll1da to l·::n,ison Blanche on 25 Aug. 44 and to Brindisi on Z Oct. • 
44 as the 88bt!l :Bomb Sq. 
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iollo~dnG event~ at llarrington.for trdrty-six hours provides C Good 
~icture of the O~rpctoacg€r operational proces~. 

TaxlZe1W teceiyed will. i'lQtted. ~his process b0gins [!.t 1700 hours, f't 
wtdch time the Oonference Soem at ~r Oper~tions Readquart~rs, OSS, in 
Londor.:., via the scrcuioler t'31ephonc eives S-:3 the liot of approved targets 
:for the foll-o"ling nif,ht. Tile tarGets are desi~'lted by DNfles and numbers 
(e.c. I n,{.aeel\vrlt;ht 11,11 u:.ixer 7 11 ) \"'f~ich refer to ta.rgets l:ept on file 
r:ond decor!o"'a. in detail on JUr ~'rp..nl.:'port !'orl.ls '!f6. :C~.Iri!lb the evening, 
S-2 plots these targ:-ts on fa. larGe operational .lllap coverinG a \Tall of the 
offioe of the j;G"lut~r Gro\..'"!l Commander. The rna:> is. in a scalI? of 1 to 
BOO ,000 , or about ten mile!: to the inch. It £,ho'loJ's touoGraDlrl.cal fe~.tures, 

su6 ae elevations. riliars and forctits. Jl.n~r areas \lher-e IISpeoial 'o-pera­
tions II fli{.1lte o.re "Orohi"iJi ted are cler.rl~· indica,tod on the nap. 

l~en n taxbet is "Olotted~ it i~ indicate~ oy e tab ninned to the map. 
:l:hc coiJPflrativa -priori t~r of tht? d ssions is shoND. b~- bi ts of colored panel' 
attnched to the -piD.$. :3ritish or llSnecial Onerr"tions. ~xeeutivell t2.rc:ets 
D~oposed for the s<~e nigut nre also plotted with distinctive tabs. 

a~ht I § TW'fJ'lis La;i.p, Qn. At a1:'out 0900 hou.:~s the following morning, 
the Stf'tion :;ea.thor Officer add sag the OOIlL'll2nding Offic eT I or hi s I'enuty. 
of ~leD.ther conditions antici!)&ted in the tare;et arean. and ~.t tha.t time 
it is decided. uhere it dll be urncticn:ole to send Car:oetb~&"'er "drcraf't. 
Then the Com:nMdin~ Officer~ or his J.:;en",lt~r, selects the list of tnxgets 
~or the nicJlt, con~idering tbe uriority of reouests for nk~terir~ in the 
fiala, the rece~tion record of the p~3ticu1~r groIDld. the possibilities 
of eneny o"O;,os:l,tion. the Cistri"oution of desired. l'lissions anc; the ;:tvaila­
biU t~r of ..,.ircraft [Lnd c·re'.ls. The li~t o:C selected oissions is then 
telephoned to the LondoD. Conference Rooo ~y the Intelligenoe Officer and 
if Lon6.on has no 'lJrClcticnl Changes to sugcest, the li,..ti.s in effect for 
that nightt~ o"l')erntiolls. 

~ar~ets A9si~ed ~ Sgu~0rQn§. At aoout 1100 hour~. the Squadron 
Oonmander£ are called in and neet be£ore the jflap with the tabs ~i4point­
ing the targets for the nidht. Tohether, t~e sqUe~dron leaders select 
tarLet~ f'or their crews, ba~ucinG the difficult with the comparatively 
easy. the elistant wi til the near. so tl:lt.~ teach squ.."\.dron finally wi11 hove 
aoout the s~rua l'!or}: lOZtd. .m~t disagreement orisin!', among the sq'U.<'l.dron 
conwanclers is deaioed by the toss of a coin; or, the Go~~ding Cfficer 
may be c["lled uJ.lon. to make the o.ecision• 

•Ji-tYi=tQrs ?.ecciYi' Tareeh. At a,t>out 1200 hours. the rulvi[,-ators of 
the crews recei':e their targets fro:J1 their Squadron :Javi gator. \<1UO has 

1. History of the 857th 30:nb 
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received his lif;!t :f'rolU the Group lia.vigator, t.;10 has been fl.dvised of the 
tarcets by S.2. 

In the meant1ue. S-2 officers have been :1'Lthering briefing data, and 
prenarinr ~~ps an~ ~uecial instructions. 

At 160'J hours, e.:'lch crew navign.tor turns in a :fli {.;ht plan to his 
Squadron Han eator , "Tho brings all lrls squadron flii:Jlt nlnns to the Grou-p 
rn.vigator. ~he fli£b,t plans 8zd courses are chec"-ted by the GroU9 and 
Souadron. l~avii,ators. e'.Do. if neceSl"arJ-' chances are made. .A take-off time 
$~hedule is made ttl) by the Gro'lXO H<\vigator, who is an. a.s~i'stant S-3. The 
tw:e-orf time schedule is posted und distriouteu to Squadron S_3 1 s. 

s-o ;Qrlefs Crewa. luso at about 1500 hours. 5-2 officers begin meet­
ing with officer-members of each eretol. Crew ma:ps are chec;;:ed for location. 
of the target (lnti tude) long! tude emu terrain f'catures}. The S-2 
officors use 1arge-sc~~e mans. 1 to 500,OOJ or 1 to 80,000. to insure 
accuracy. il.:'lch erE'''' is briefed aepr>..ratel;: by an 8-2 Officer and ha.:;; the 
o:!l"l)ortuni ty to study the S-2 m~:p and to co~are it wi t.l:l their own ~'1ap. 

'Iheir l'lapS are cn.lled target me.,s and are on e. scale of 1 to 250 ,000 or 
about :fiva miles to a.n inch. 

n.naL 3rief1n~. At 1630 hour~. a final 'oriefinc session is held for 
all crew members. A weather o:f:Cicer displE>.ys the v/ea.ther man and £1ves a 
co~mlete exnlanc.tlon oi conditionz for eaCh tar~et area, stressin[ expec­
tations en route and at the hone ba.De on the return night. ',:eather 
predictions cover direction and velocity of winds, c10UQ conditions, 
icing conditions. the likeli.llood of rain. sleet or snO"T. ~}heut the 
Intelligence (ji':f'icer t;ives an~r specir:\.l inforJla.tion which may affect the 
crew. riext, the l.:e'Put~r Oorr.nander f:,"i.ves gf'IlernJ. :flyin{;:; a.nd dropping in­
structions, and finally the Gro~ : avit~tor gives instructions on the 
route to be followed while over meJ,.an.d anti the point and a1ti tude for 
crossine: the ..J.nGlish coast. He end~ o;r eivine the ffien a HUme tick. 1I on 
l,hich all crew watches are s;yncllrollized. 

• 

D~ing the afternoon. enlisted crew meffi~ers are bri~fed as necessarJ. 
~.he crew n.,·:wigator briefs them on the courre, the t~'Pe of rece?tion signal, 
the code recocnition letters for the target. pnd terrain features ar-uroach­
in~ and nround the target. ~Jle radio operators are ha.nde(~ a radio "fllms:- Il 

Just before t8J;:e-off. The tl:f1imsyU details all ~ignal infoI'lllO.t1on includ.­
1n6 the code letters, the ground cluU.len~e r~d renly letter. and the 
colors of the day for f'lara si~\ls ov~r mgland, the navi~J1.tioneJ. rA.dio 
bea.cons. direction-finder stations in ~1nt:~land, a list of the airdrome 
dgnals for .l!hcland, and otun D.."1.vit:ationa1 infol'I1fttloll, including the 
night's bo~ber code used in co~unication between bonbers and ~ome 

stations. If necessar=') tL:i.e Croup Comrrunic"tions Officer briefs radio 
onerators on special infor~~tion. 

IJ!he areN' D:wieators nlot t11eir tareets on the mans they will use on 
their ::d asion. chec'.;: the presence of fla..t:: frOLl S-3 flak naps t eel ect routes 
and chec': :!!oints en route to the tarf::ct. The crew navir;ator does t":is 
under the direction of his Squadron lTavicator, using the Intelligence 
Libra~r as needed. 

Dispatcher!'!. 1':hen the aircrnft carries. sTlecial 'l)ackages or 'Personnal 
to be dro])ued, are 'orief'ed by the Group Aman1ent Officer, who is the Ohief 
'DispD.tcher for ti.le Group. ~ 
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Pr~Arat~Qll ~ ~-.Qfi.. Durin€: the da~.. , as the~~ hnve an o'P~1ortunitYt 

crews give their li'ircraft n nre-fli.:Dt insTlection. A half-hour test flif'pt 
is made with e~ch aircraft sched'iled for a nisaion. in order to test all 
the equi:pI:le:nt. 

Crews have a neal n;~mro7.L"'1tely two and. a 11.'11£ hours before take-off' 
tiue. and arrive ~.t their crew rooms, loca.ted in Saue.dron OperlLtions, a.bout 
two houro ·oefore the take-off. !i:lle navigator then receive!:'! un-to-t.llS­
minute '-leather re-uorts on n weather card, and turns in a 1!evised flieht 
,lInn and estimated tine of arrh-a.l to the So:uadron S-3. :'he pilot receives 
and distributes to his crew kits furniShed by 5.2 ~~d containine rations 
of ca.nd~r ond cllewinf; gIl!:l. flares, puraos and emergOAcy packets. ~e radio 
o!,erator reedves his IIflimsyll rold the navigator hi~ UG3~r:J11 codes. It is 
no..1 a:oout forty-five minutes before take-oft tir.le. e.no. tbe crew is driven 
out to where its ';;;-24 is parked. 

About tilrce hours before the first sched'uled take-off'. Group Operations 
telephones the fllfpt plans of all ~ircraft to the l~ovement Liaison 
Officer of the Aircraft IIoYei.,lent Control Section of the Idr .I.lefenses of 
Great .Britain OOlZlrw.nd. ';!nis includes the IIRT1t, which is the squadron 
letter and the aircraft letter for recognition, the times of crossine the 
...mGlish and enetl" coasts, and the pro:posed lending times .. 

LQAdin£, .tb..a. Aircraft. A$'1 soon a.s it is read~. the tar§:et list Goes 
to the OSS .Ldaison Cfficer at Harrin{~ton. so that he can dra~l up a list 
of required containers and ~aCke~es for which he arranGes delivery to the 
airUrome. ~ne containers are consi~ed to the Group Ordnance Officer, 
,~hose nen deliver the containers. fir~t snapj1ing on the :pa.rachutes. to 
the aircra.ft where Al'T'..aoent Section wen stand ready to load. the containers 
into tne alrcr~ft. 

~he pc,e:mGes D.:re delivered to the l~rmCJllent Offie er of tfle Group and 
are token to tho aircraft for loadinG. The OSS Liaison Lfficer and uis 
rcen cheol;: ench aircro.ft to Incure that the :oro-per load is in 'Pltl.ce. 

Leaflets or Illfickels ll are handled 'by the Armament Section, who deliver 
them to the aircraft in bundles of 4.000, as received from the uheddington 
uarehouse of O:..l/'P;[.1., operating under the direction of Sl:iAill'. Usually, 
six to ten bundles of leaflets are loaded according to the ~tock Oll hand, 
the,lenf.:th of fligllt, the til:te over enem~: territory. :ltor net-[ arE-as, not 
pre,,;;ously well covered oy lec,flets, more leailets Hill be disyatched if 
poseible. (110 leaflets are droppe[ n0~r targets, for security reasons. 
After leaving the target thirty to i'iftil' :!1iles betdnd, the diSllatcher 
Qrops the le~flets on villaces and to~ms ~asscd over on the homeward 
flit:~,ht. ) 

lJersonnel to 'be dro:oped fire received at ~InrrinGton b:t" the .lrn":-;ent 
Officer and are controlled Oy his section until loaded on the Lurcraft. 
:Representatives from uSpecial Operations ,II Londolt, escort all acents until 
they r~e l~aded, supervise their dressing and assi~t in th€ir Qriefine 
for the (rop. 

Take-Q1f.. The eircraft are now ready for the nirp:e 1::, missions. The
 
crews ",,,r,,. u:g their a.irere-it and toke off on schedule, prooeeding
 
individually to their tar~ets. As each aircraft takes off, the Flying
 

~--- ~,< •• ~~~- ~_I 
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Control Seat:lon cn.ec:lcs it out and re:>orts the take-off to Gro'l"lp Operations,
 
W:l0 tale9hono~ the information to the :Io\rB:-1ent Li.rlson Officer of the
 
Air rofenseo of Grettt 3ritain Co~~d at StaruJore.
 

IllterrQ~atiQn. Qi.~. ',illen an aircraft h,,","1!': co:nnleted i t~ j'I'ligsion 
and returned to tile houe base, its Crm'1 are driven directly to the 
Intelligence Llbr3.r:r for 1nterrocatio::t by S-3 officers. ­

~'he interrosation finds the crew showing the strain of' a hn.rd. 
fu:>.nt;erous rnission wbicll has IHsted from five to ei3lt hours. Free. frank 
illterchc-mGe of inforlll;'~tion is encouraged.. The S-Z officers hana:te the 
jw:rrw cre~i ·,'lUn D. l-;reat deal of tact and flexibility. • • • 

~ a ~ ::is:a12n.. Mter the interroF:;ation, the crew EP to the 
iress E.cll, wherf3 under the s'~1)ervision of a medical officer. each man is 
t;i yen a two-ounce mediciIlo'1,l ration of ,'!his:.::ey. ThE:" nan sign~ a reaeipt 
for hit=) wh:tS~~6Jr. which is issue\.l for opera.tiona.l use only and serves to 
relax ten~e nerves. 

'Z:l.en tho r.len E;et t\. cood bre::J..."':f'ast, iJlclud.in~ fresh ee;{,:s, n.nd. t,O to 
bed. If' o:n.y ::ItUl he:'! tro"a.blc Gcttint; to sleep I he is s'l.tr:l1Josed to ask 
the ~:edicnJ. O:f'ficer for a aec..".tive. 

Ti:1e o·,jera.tional c.ycle ends as the rilen return to their billet 3 for a. 
well-deserved rest. 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

-

A"9'J endix r;'Q. 8 

0A.EP..l.'TilAGG.d1B. OJ?..i2A.TIOiiS .dY C(iI.JjJTBI~S 

JAlill..\.RY_S:::iP:C~,::.3:.!l. 19~ 

:Pra.Jl,QA Be1dum UQI~ Denmm TQ taJ. 11 

Sorties atteu~ted 2.297 185 8 24 2,514 

Sorties successfUl 1,657 102 6 9 1,774
• 

Personnel dropyed 377 38 415 

Containers drop~ed 19,194 1.192 72 104 20,562 

Packages. dro'D:Jed 10.249 480 15 10,744 

lio. of aircraft lost 13 4 1 18 

2,. 492d :Bomb Group (H), History of tUI' O~'1l;).P.....T.dAGGili Project. III. 

The i'i&lll'es in t!lis table, ~u:pplieu. 0;,/ the Office of Strategic Services, 
London, vary oOllsitlerab1y frou the totals e.;1ven in Appendix 9, this study, 
The dic-cre;paD.cY])TObab1;y liea in the fact that the OS:; figw:es include a 
few sorties hie-de after 16 Se"Otetlber 1944 (the temiDE,l dE.te -of JA:.i!.cl.l:'.lll.d.<I,(ylrw) 
and the 177 completed :8-17 sorties flown by 3d Bomb Division. 3i.@.th .\it 
Force, to 'Southern France on 25 June 1~44. 

216 
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:JP~~OI.rUJ  OP~1ATIO~:S  :at ..:JIGHTH AIr. FOIt\l:t; ~..rl-.CF..tU':i' BAS.:.J> III l.'HJ IDI'IT..ID KmGrm: 
J.A1illARY 1944-..iPRIL 194520 

! ~..- ~  ~_  .. w _
 

_ Humber of' unitg delivered Original
_________ . I
-I~ • "'.:.:: 'I"-j R __ A.'! it Per- I---oon::--U--- --Suu -.-.-.-.I '0'l%'Ol""'.:""_::L- 1 

::I: ,1	 .1 :::r-	 _.
en	 tn18 IS 8	 96 14.f..j no 19.1 
"tJ 56 56 21 252 262 61 47.5 "tJ» 67 63 39 6 432 485 181 66.4 :3 25 £» 

(CG)	 176 167 95 13 1,09!J l.05~  645 I a 223.1 2 16 
I	 

CDm	 Hay 222 210 136 1,503 1,332 614 ~ 9 301.9 4 2 34 
June 253 244 166 2,05'7 l,GBG 9l:#G 401.3 :3 1 16 
Ju1~'  592 575 437 100 5,103 1,594 3.122 959.2 :3 2 38 CDoi : l~	 o 

J	 1 nCD~  Aug 483 467 i 301 273 f 4,001 J. .41tq 2.295 768.2 2 1, 18 ! I

~!  SeT.l 453 441 326 396 J ~,710  I 43} 2,416 ! 4 706.0 2 2 8: 4 1 
-£» 

Oct~ 1 1 1 2.0 I , tn~i 	 1;07 1 1 
\

1 
I I .2 -I ;, I tn_. .....3i :Ceo 4 2 ~ i 36 {	 ~ 7 1

I 1.1 _." ~	 ! CDCD	 , ,r IC.	 ~ I C. 
f	 \ -	 Jan 13 13 9 7 I 73 1 

22 I 12.6 I I 
Feb 46 46 24 13 ~  198 ' 38 '	 f 32.7 ! I i 

I ~ 7 I I I 7 IHar 1~1  191 90 59 900 1 273 !	 i leO. ,:3 , 1 I I ,1 ~  ~	 I A ..1· _--." , 16~ ~ '...£; I £ m._4.~~. Im	 7,956 11,174 21 -3:889:8' .25 - 8'! J? IT ""iI	 oo ....I.
....I. 
I\,)	 

~.  Statistical S'Wlll'lA.r~... of" Eignth Air Force O"[)e1'ationa. mroyean 'Il1eater, 17 ,Aut;urt 1942-8 !~y  194[>, p. olj .. I\,) 
~. Short tons. CDCD 

c.n	 £O. One j eel' deliverea. c.n 
COco	 S,. LeO-fiets delivered during this period wo1f11ed 210.9 short tons; sUJP>lies veighed 3,678.9 rhort tona. 

~l$,D.ation  of abbreviations: MIA..-missing in action; Cat • .lli--Catego:t"y N, !llanes darlaged beyond 
economiCal repair while on an operational mission; KIA--ki11ed in action; .aA, SER--serious1y wounded 
in action; ~!At  SLI--slibhtly wounded in action. 



coco It)
It) 0')
0') 

• •	 
NN "r""

"r""	 oo AAFJR-21 WW 
Appendix No. 7
 

"CAJPETBA.GGD" OPl:RATIOl~S, J.ANU.AU-SlCPT~ll. 1944*
 ~ ~  '~'gOr49"2·~G;;~i~!i~==_.~.  ......)~. 	 _.- ...._.L.s<_r'~:Il9JlJ,Q •.§.!l....---- ­6."~~LJ&~~"~i~~.._!~_:_:::~50i~:~ril?~~·s~;:_  

Month Sorties Loads Sorties Loads Sorties Loads ••_ - "C"C	 U!~ing!m:e~1~q~[~l~i[§~~Itit~,1i12ElJieJl- Q)
Q) ~:  -. i IN f-~!.o·EJ~T!~!]!2ii~ilJJ~~lN;rln1!2i~==:~-/L!t~(t~~n:~§!l1ill!1~~~t:]~]1m  

'i:'i:	 .­March 2 24 9 10 2 19 III 228 82 157 I.­ tnApril 2 24 16 16 1 30 161 360 226 378 1 'I'tn 
tn MaT 3 1 19 10 14 1 55 44 11137 645 390 20 i tn 

June 2 3 24 15 34 71 79 291 925 463 863 31/ 22 131 264 140 220 26 191 324 143 282 nsns July- 1 il 91 41! 1059 673 297 171106 3511258 774 408 4011160 704 303 15 -(.) -(.) A~ 3 1 36 23 22 6 52 121 687 378 259 42!106 2311244 692 431	 4111288 767 601 Q)
Q) Sep !	 . 1 ~¢ 1~: 667 Ina ~'5H 261 ;48 627 

C	
h~ 51'~ 114 17 3 18 5219 292 2435 1 97 TN 2A.... i''R	 C 

Monthly Totals	 wQ)
 
C) 

\3 C)
IJ1 

ns Loads' <C 
Legend:c..	 c..I ~~t~t.-~~~~~1'1rr:~1f:rJ~]r'1;tW 	 ,tn	 C--Completed mission, 1 plans.-	 en-Marchi 40 29 492 200 293 6	 N/C--Uncompleted mission,l plane 

APril! 60 39 708 455 790 6	 Cont--Containers dropped.t:	 :::c.... MaT 113 87' 2274 1271 796 40	 Pack--Packages dropped 
June 207 712465 1216 2222 64 Nick:-Pack~s  of nickels llropped. 4,000 .... 
July. 397 1~6  4680 2909 1378 62 nickel s per paeJts.IEI 
Au« I 337 1011' 4026 2271 1573 227 Joes--Personnel dropped 
~e:e j 268 86, 319t.~.  13 212 Gross weight of containers, about 330 Ibs.
 

Gll.Alm TOTAL 1451 6291815 10517 72bl 617 Net weight of container loall, about 220 lbs.
 

*	 Compiled from ta.bles in 4g2d BOll\bGroup (H). History of the CAJPl:TBAG<JD Project, III.
 
Note the discrepancies between these statistics and those given in Appendix No.9, this studT.
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AlJ!'RH-21 

Appendix Iro. 10
 

tiJ:'~IAL O?:l!l:'....t~IO:..;S. 51st TE..OOP CAS'.I..::R. S"'\.U~D~;r 

Ji..JBRU;~"iY-:'l.A..hDH 1944a.. 

])ate Operation 

22/23 Feo U1ckel1Jlg 
23 Feb !-l:anho1e 

24/25 Peb Sav(oJJlDa 3
 
2/3 110.1' 3ovington Greece 2
 
2[3 Hal' Xin'bl'c.ce It 1
 
3/4 ~~r :Bovine;ton II 2 0,812 9,042
 
3/4 Iral' Kinbl'ace II 1
 
3/4 Un.1' Irortleke Yugoslavi8. 1 I 3,084 4.079
 
3/4 Hal' :Boodle (p) Greeoe 4 1 11,865 17,195
 
3/4 :ia1' 300dle tA.) II :to 2.956 4,2:31
 
3/4 Uar Sculutor A11:ania 2 5,715 8,625
 
7/8 Ihr 3uck'i-~.m (A) Greece 4 12,661 17,416
 

II ..,7/B Her ]uc1~ro.m (?) 
7/8 Ihr 30reali~ II 1
 

13/14 l:ar COt'l Ital~' 1/3 2.115 2,490
 
IS/I'.!: lr.-:.r :tel II 1/3
 
13/14 Uz.r Go.rtlenia II 113
 
13/14 t:ar Stp.bIes .s1ba~da 1
 
13/14 r:ar 3e.1linclay Yu.g~sla,vi~ 1 4 3,195 4,480
 
1~/14 l'hr l'e.p erclip II 1
 

n13/14 I:tJr Funguo 1 1,500 1,995
 
1:1/14 I:ar A 80 Ital~' 1
 
15/16 Hrtr Paperclip YU€oslailia 1
 
15/16 lhr tom:e;ywrellch II 2 5,991 8,656
 
15/16 1;0.1' :l3allillCla}? II 4
 
15/16 l·kl.r A 80 !t2~Y 1/2
 
If/IS lj:~r An l/Z
II
 

16/17 :hr Stables Albania. 1 2,988 4,518
 
16/17 lIar :,~o~:A;:wrench Yugoslmria 1
 
16/17 I.:a.r }3allincla.~p 4
II
 

If16/17 Uar ~ltant;I.eME"nt 1 3,026 4,197
 
16/17 ~~r £0:0 e1'e111> II 1 2.787 3,945
 
16/17 Hal' ::i:nalnel II 2
 
17/18 l~r Kea.rney Greece 2 1/2 6.065 8,625
 
17/18 ;·~r Pirate If 1/2
 
17/18 Ilb.r :..theniw fI 1 3,131 4,486
 
11/18 !t'\r Koricani Yugoslavia 1
 
17/18 fiar Savanna fI 3
 
17/18 I·jar lIo:n1'.::eywrenc.h If 1 2,557 3,972
 
18/19 Hal' Kearney Greece 4-1/2 15,019 19,550
 

a· Adapted from tables annexed to 51~t Troop Oarrier Sq.. 'liar DiC'I;\'-,
 

1:.. l:--llickels (propa.can&:" 1. eaflets).
 
~. InCludes :3 glid.ers c~rri'ir.g 28 nersonnel.
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1
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THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

AA:FFJI-31 219 

..-"f ~"oiali ... ,.. 
Date Opertl.tion Oountry No. of J'oes 

18/19 ~,!ar Pirate 
19/20 :,Iar Swifter 
19/ro Hal' Savanna. 
19jro !.;ar Slender 
"'~/23 ,. Koricani~tJ .~\1r 

22/23 ~t.a.r Savanna 
22/23 1~r lrickeling 
24/25 Hal' SaTalU1<:" 

,;]8/29 !:ar rickeUug 
:t:OT..1LS 

Greece 
l"Ut:o sll"',via 

" Albania 
Yugoslavia 

It 

tI 

II 

3ulgaria 

2 
3 

1-
40­

1 
2 
1 
1 
4 

--2. 
5Zf 

5,906 8,896 
9,610 13.430 

II 2,000 IT 2,QO,Q, 
135,598 181,633 8 
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Sf..wliIL O?.d~TIOliS. 11th TROO,tt CARFJ:~ S\::.\JtillR01: 
1-30 JUl~jij 19~ 

Date Operation Oountry ~R~.__~$orties Net lIo. of Joes Nbo. 
SuccessfullFailed :poundage dropped/ 

landed 
1/2 :E.enovation Greece 2 5,837 

:Boodle II Z 5,766 1 
Shepshed II 1 2,964 
Hymn ItD~~· 1 2,840 
Sk"i"sc~'Pt>r Greece 1 2,552 
lIcl.ple Italy 1 1. ,41S B 

2/3 Ro\o!ena. Yueo slaviE-. 2 1. 6.425 
3allinclay II 2 6,010 
Homage It 2 7,697 
SavamlB. II 1 2,970 
~ingewlck Greece 1 3,265 

3/4 Toffee Yugoslavi~ ,2 1 6,290 
Rowena II 1 2 3,725 
PicaQJ.lly Eews 11 1 4,067 ro evac. 
Primus Alba.ni~. 1 2,873 
Bal.linclay Yugo sl£l.via 1 

4/5 Savannt'1. II 3 2 11,200 
Pic{l.dill~r Grill II 2 5,860 53 tI 

Ballinolay II 1. 3.480 
Scul~tor Greece 1 

5/6 Toffee Yugoalnvia 3 8,390 
J?ioadillr Grill II 2 5.860 ~55 It 

:Picadill~" tews n 1 4,079 26 II 

:Soodle Greece 1 3.295 
Primus Albania 1 

6/7 3c"\rthent-m.re YugoslaviCl. 5 1 15,235 
!1ortlak:e Greece 2 6,OGO 
K1rkstone II 1. 2,995 

7/8 :i:::arthent'/a,re Yucos1e.via. 5 15,725 
Picad11l~r news II 1 1,300 16 9 II 

Shore Italy 1. 2.788 
Soa"'Osud 
ShePshod 

YU{;o"lav'ie. 
Greece 

1. 
1. 

3,070 
3.108 

Oonserve Yugoslavia 1 
8/9 :E'u.n[."U.s II 3 9,000 

P.in Van :;in}:le II 2 6,060 

9/10 
Picn-dil1y Light 
Rowena. 

II 

II 
1 
4 

3,570 
14,l55 

31 Allie 
evac. 

J3allinc1~' II ;3 6,640 
}i'}mgll13 II 1. 3,565 

!!.. B:isto~~. 11th '.ira0I> Oarrier §q., June 1944, OOli1bat Hissions. 
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.A.A.I'Jill-21 821 

Ji.pp. 11 (Contd) 

-Date -open,tion Oountry -1'-risc. 

9/10 Vaudeville Greece 1 2,896 
oon.td. 3uckram II 1 
10/11 3a.llinclay YUb"'O sla.'\ria 3 10,?25 

RO'l'lena \I 2 6,932 
:BuckraM Greece 1 1 
Funii;US Yugo sla'\'1a 1 2,295 4­
Rakeo:f'f 11 1 ~,040 

12/13 Ro"..ena II 6 
3aJ.linclay {1!) II 1 1 3,189 
&101'e Ital:r 1 2,803 
:Calli01 Albania 1 

13/14 ?:ol{ena Yugosla.via 6 21,466 
Slender II 2 G,036 

14/15 Pic::tmlly rl!ews 
ReJ.ator 

II 

11 
2 
2 

8,127 
6,972 

45.Allie 
evac. 

!lallinclay 1I 1 3,095 4 
Geis.ua II 1 
Icarus II 1 

16/16 Relator II 3 10,170 
~lcadil1y Li~ts II 1 4,073 22 evac 
l'icad.111y ~:ews II 1 
OeoIJera.tien Al.'barJ.a 1 
Ica.rus YugosIavi:l 1 3,009 
:Burlesque \/ 1 

16/1?' Pica-dilly Uetfs II :3 8 ,134 5 47 II 

Relator II 3 
Toffee II 1 :S,596 

20/21 Gilga1 II 2 6,311 
:\}ecima. II 2 
Ashill Italy 1 2,e80 
Picadilly 1,fews Yugoslavia 1 4,100 25 II 

Savanna II 1 3 t 324 
dculptor Albania 1 2,883 

21/22 Relator Yugo~lavia 4 
l?icadi11~' Hews II :3 8,1'79 50 II 

l".akeo:f.'£ n 2 1 8,100 
Geisha II 2 

22/23 3e1ator 1/ 2 1 6,715 
ftakeo:ff II 2 8.132 
Pica-dilly l:ews 1/ 1 4,100 
Ga.rg~.ntuan II 1 3,631 
Cloister Ital~' 1 3.033 
Toffee Yugoslavia 1 

ro/24 
Sc.uJ:ptor 
Renovation 

Greeoe 
II 

1 
5 

3,334 
14.192 

Picadilly !{e"..s Y\l60ala,.-i.e. 2 8.192 

.-... 
.....- .. ,'-""-,,~, ...........,..----......~ .... __..... '-'- ---~---......,-------...-_ .-....~~ ~~"""""'''''''''''-'L_~_'~ 

.
.... _--.......
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.A.lI.FBH-Dl 222 

App. 11 (Contd) 
~--_._-- -.- ----.~-~----

Date -'er"tfon-T-counfW	 lTo. of sorties I i,et iM. of J'oes m.SC. 

uccess:t a e illounda~el drop~edl 

25/26 Relator 
I'icadillY ::ews 

Y'lle,'"Osl~~via 
II 

6 
1 

20.175 
4,100 22 evec. 

?etes II 1 
Oarpcnter 
:3rasenose 

Greece 
YUboslavia 

1 
1 

1.242 
3,007 

3 

:5'lotsaI:1 II 1 
26/27 Picadill~· :,lews 

Flotsatl 
II 

11 
4 

2 
16.250 75 evae. 

(00 Allie 
G-ilcal .1 2 7,659 (25 Ital. 
Flotsam. 11 1 1 1,917 2 
Fettes II 1 

27/28 ?.e1ator 
Toffee 

fl 

II 
6 
3 

22,070 
9,905 

Pi cadilly :·Iews II 3 12,060 
29/30 ~oifee 

Q.Ueal 

11 

II 

6 
5 

20 .531 
18,616 

30/1 
Dallinclay 
nelator 
3rasenoso 

II 

II 

II 

1 
4­
2 

~.640 

13,299 
7.D80 

GilgaJ. 
3allinclay 

11 

1I 
2 

2 
8.108 

Ficadil1Y Lights 
:Pical.ll11~r ~;ews 

It 

II L 
2 

4,036 16 evac. 
: 'nrcl".mallow II ~ 4.Q65 ~ If 

'.ro~ALS 1'70 50 571.544 44 516 

Oountry­

492.523 31 516-­
Greece 57.506 5 0 
Albn..'1ia 5.756 0 0 
Ital;{ .....£ lp·759 ~ ~ 

S:OTALS 1'70	 571, 544 44 516 

YueosJn.via. 

a.	 .tl.lthough 32. 7~J of the sorties fJ,o'm. are Ib,ted as ha:vinG faile<i., nearly 
every sortie dro!1Ped nickels even tl:ou~;h sUPJ?lie~ often were returned 
to base. During this Dcriod. tnc 11th ~roo'O Carrier Squadron flew IlO 

exclusively nickeling missions; but ea.ch :plo.n,~ Generally earried at 
least lEO Ibs. of nickels to oe dropped over :Balkan targets. 

~~-~_..~---~-~~. 
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~n rendix: :Io. 12
 

StL?PLY OF b.A.tLU; l'ARTlSA..;S BY :"1r:j~ 60th ~ROO? CtiliEI.l!JR GROUP
 
1 .APRIL to 17 OOTO::J.r.iR 19~ 

Sorties fio\'m 
Sorties successful 
Sorties inco:1plete 
sncoessful landings 
Gross tons deliver~d 

~et tons delivered~ 
Tons of' nickels 
Persons infiltrated 
~erson~ evacuated 
Preight out (tons) 

Sorties :flown 
Sorties successful 
30rties incomplete 
Successful IPJldings 
Gross tons deli'1ier~d 

~et tons delivereda 
~ons of' nicl:;:e1s 
Fersons infi1tretea 
Persons e~cuated 

:!1'reight out (tons) 

Am:il. I:;az
 
445 862
 
256 543
 
189 304
 
13 50
 

592.3 1,220.3 
380.8 863.5 

68.7 56.9
 
4!:J 136
 
98 1.061 

5.6 

~'at ~tembn 
770 568
 
567 424
 
203 144
 
145 128
 

1.160.8 884.4 
847.2 6'16.2 
57.1 45.0 

203 232
 
2,193 1,582
 

8.7 5.9 

':ieather 
~Jrong signp~ or no reception 
Hechan.ic<''tl failure 
i:aviga.tional error 
Oombfl.t losses 
Bnemy action 
11iscell:meous 

~ if.'l.1:U: 
943 . 819
 
734 598
 
209 221
 
125 194
 

1.612.3 1,31.1.3
 
1 ,227. a 1.040.5
 

67.4 56.8 
117 100
 

1,902 2.408
 
2.6 15.8 

l::l2. iili.Qm:. TOTALS 
190 4,587 
180 3,307 
10 1,280 
81 '141 

341.5.Q. 7.124.9 
99.2 5,124.2 

9 9 361 ..8
 
1,739 2,576
 

78 9.322 
38.6 

661
 
486
 

58
 
41
 

7
 
ro
 

7
 

a..	 Compiled from 01 t:o'.tion. 60th ':rroo:p Oarrier Group. l:fab" ::,and. '1.'welfth 
Air Force Troop Carrier OpcrF\.tions 1944. p. 33. J:lons used. in this 
table ~re short tons (2.000 los.).

12..	 Fit;ures following 1l1::'et tons deli.YOrean reier only to supplies. 
~.	 The seemingly large difiere~ce between gross ~d net tons delivered 

in OctOJer is accounted for by dropnin& ~nd. landing of British troops 
in Greece. The weie)lt of these ~roopa is included in gross tons but not 
in net tons. 

L.-..-~ • ~~~ ~ .~~ _ ._ 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958 



•• 
I 

~ 

Appendix No. 13 

sncUL OPJ:!W!IONS. MEDITl:IlI.A1TJ.AN fHJ:A!'liat, 9nEl#J3D. 1941f!: 

I 
I U;;~:. !·j"iTsuc-~A~  ~~~:::o1t;~i..;lfr~)r(~5~~T~~  f~r~·.f~~y·~~;r",·g:fr(tt IE:mr f~jm
 

! 14IfSq:-T .... ' , -r,.J>~'h.. B • __~_ ---'1-- ----,--l-----~ ~ ..-~ .----~ ,- <- - r:::~ ~jf-j-- -- -­_,_J - - • 

-I' ~~4.iciJ_ gQ__lr~.3_  loJ_13_J,.23_: __.!I- l~ _.J. .. __,J1 ,_3J._~  !. __J6.JJo· _.. L 3.25. .12 Czech.70 I 79 •.56 
-I::I: 1580 FIt.l i ~' • 'I 1· I f !1i.um 1

a .03 :::r- Brindisi 1-~g-_25!__.l:_+ .4_! __ 9 __lO:~n_~  __ [ 2 _ _ 21.78 ! 16.36: 1 8.05 I 46.19 _. 
:uF \ . ii' I I 

ten tn 
Le.cc_I!...__1_1g0__J~ .L--J~, 3.9.:-~, ..-_l. ~ ..__ ~'. ~'1-~,"J.J,10~~2! .. ,.1 .. ,- "\! I_.!! 110.62

"tJ~ 51 TOW I I I, I' I I " I I "tJ»1 :£:r.indilli.'-S59 415?r., J ' 24 1 lu6: . g 13 84.36 68.0 ,4lio.93l 6.59J ~  . ! 1.15 ) ;601.03 £» 
G>l 205 Gp., I i I j i! I i r ' ; 1 . ; j (C

~ia '16 I __J_.i---1---_ ' _"--i_~_- , ~._ _ ; 11.59 jt i ' 1l!55L tDf11; 267 S I' • I I' I I i 

CC' L;rsa.nder'.' !; \.. 1 ..... . tDI i 

:Brindisi 2' 0 I ' '. i ~  i n"62!rSq.. ! r--------.---·-'··-~·--i·---·------'l---- . ;' - ..-­~!  ]1ida 1.£.:..l5_1 __.~__ ,-- .1§ _ • _! : 31.40 : .3:1.40. -£»£» 
g65 Sa. i ; I Itn 'L: tn 
Bli~'A 181_.1?9-._ _. 1..... 5J ~___...!_. , .~ __ '___ __ 115,32 13g.47 r 253.79_ tn_.tn J. ir . .....uss. _.
Gp., llari 1411- '120 i 120. .90 ! 160.~6.  161.763i 
JO~,ALS _1294 '9:3brlf-'~5l+---'§lr. m--wr-· 3i" --1312U:,82 72.02 - 858,32 -~~J.S!h~5::.'; ..:mh.&. ~_- =-T:2f;--'- 5.50 ig6*.1~_ tDtD CoCo 

_ !.. Ad.apted from Hq. MAAF, Monthly lteport No.6, Special O~erations  Durln~  September 1944, in KAAi' HistoX7, XXXV. ­» ~. UDder Successful Ope.fM~~~§  Rle show the sorties flown sucoessfull)" at the request of the a:enciss thereunder 1bted. » 
< .£. A ma.:z:imum tonna:e was1;'O ljTtlie t~reet;  no l!Iet f'icure was ,:iven. < 
-== ~xplanation of abbreviations: -== 

Numbers in parentheses under names of countries indioate tar~et  tonn~e  in net ~ritish  tonet f11 
f11 A!B--Sorties attempted; SUC--Sortles successful; "A"__"An Fbrce; SOl--Special Operations Executive; 
<:) OS5--0ffice of Stratecio Services: No. 1--No. 1 Force; 399--Foroi 399; ISSU-6--Inter-Service Si~als  Unit~6;  <:) 
~ ISLD--Inter-Service Liaison Detachment; FWB--P~cholo,lcal Warfare Branch; IAF--Italian Air Force. ~  

~ ~  

~ ~  

~ ~  
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s"uJ:'?Ly jj;m:.rr....:p.I:;:'i:) ~O J:'"l.ii¥CG;L.;,7L~ A.:i.1J.) .aL3A..:IA.
 

OOj,>O.d.JR 1941-.t1.1?liIL 194EjC.
 
(In not lon~ tons)
 

Octooer --"-~ -:~i<:;m'oer--.- --Decer.lber -·'J3l1U<1.J.-Y-­
Yugo~~-IAl~ ue;o. -.~lb. ugo.--' Alb-.- Yut>-o: -rA1b.~-

51st TO l.lnfi 3'7.67 :-39.28, zl2:-::f9- 2"7.3'9 ii:~~ -fbY7"5 1~~:-i~-( 11.09\ 
859th. 30mb Sq.
 
8S5th :BoI:lb Sq. 3.61 [75.1S! 204.86 28.98 63.20 35.59
 

1
:~o. 143 Sa. 80.89 i 90.73 1 146.83 62.96 113.02 141.52! i 
~;o. 267 SCI. 27.7:J! '82.42 7.56 16.82 34.36 I 1.34' 
205 30r,:b G,'). 175.32 003.37 312.47 1269.35: 
:;0. 15:36 PoJ1i <;h 
!'It	 301 Sq. 10.17 4.30 4.13 JI 

Itolian Air j 
:5'orce 19.76 j 24.97! 82.09 I SO.lll I 41.67 2.01: 

?u$si.ml ..\ir I I I. 
, 

') I	 ! 'fGrolID 75.2 a,,3~ 1 ~ 
iOi,ALS 471.90 234.46 1,306.98 125.69 614.32 101.57 706.24 14.44 

I	 :fe-:ir;.1O.ry . Farch. ;~ _~~~!____] __ __ ~~tal_s '_J 
rUEO. .hlb. Yu~. Alb. Yugo. ~ Alo. I Y'\.1.6o. 1 .AJ.b. I 

51st TJ .fing 193.67 1.85 246.22 i 309:"37 i 11 '104;"99 1181.13 
859th :Botio Sq. 2lZ.S7 279.56 ,606.131 
8G5th. :.3onlt.l Sq. 63.83 6.69 ! I I 367.98'104.06 
~:o. 14B SQ.. 332.53 308.;)6 1300.161 110423.31'153.69 
::0. 267 Sq. I I f 161.32) 8.90 
205 :ao;a-Il Gp. 368.04 77.03 1 , ( /1.70S.S8 
:70. 44 Sq. (SAAF) 85.66, 3.82 111.09 i ; 255.65j 452.40, 3.82 

I	 
I I ' !lTo.	 :t686 Polish 

,
, , i I ,	 IFIt	 301 Sq. 48.02 1 

I

f , 62.32 4.30 
\ i J II	 , II tal1an .td r i	 , I 

i I	 I 1~ :E'orce 1~8.0 6.03! 156.91 i 8.03 .1109.31 i, 4.62: 617.85i 45.66'I	 I I IIRussian Air	 ! 
I	 IGroup 
! i 

200.37, 
]O~ALS 1.442.12 11.70 1.186.06 8.03 974.49 4.62 6.702.25 501.61 

~	 Oo~ilea frau RQ. :~. Suecial Oneration~t :~nthly Reports ~os. 7-13. 
in lii~tory. ~~~t }lXXV. 
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~PJI-21  

.1;~:r?en.,'1jx 170. 15 

A. Stil)~LY  OP.:iLiATIONS :i:O YUGOSLAVIA, 1943-194~ 

(~;eie,ht in lone ton13--2,20D lo~.)  

-I' ~-u~lt"  ---~~  ~  ~  Dro:p~ilig ~,a·sr.ions . --- ~-I--~·-·-~-·-i;;;ding11i;;si~;--'----· -I 

I 
l-­

::I:~- :::rIre. of- - 1;0.01'-·- ~Grosi-- -Uo:- of' -- - 1:0:--0-£ ---. . -Gross· - - Oonbined _.eni sorties 1successful tonna.e;e sorties e.uccessfuJ.. tonnaee gross.. tn 
sorties dropped I sorties delivered tODnaFe-01 -0

518t~#:fiig \AL"T~-~24frl-'-;:f;285---- -4-;5Se-- -----1-;058 - . - ·846----- - 1;68"6-- G,252:t=-I £» 
205 G:roUJ" (BA.::) 2,020 1,707 2,054, 2,054 (CG'>i 14B Sq'UR.dron t:--..AF) 1,568 845 2,450 r 2,450 CDmf Italian Air Force 1,098 j 791 1.007 1.007

" CC' EussitUl Air GroUJ? 390 315 630 22O! 198 396 1,026 CDCD~  267 Sq'\l8.dron (?.AF) 366 I 252 . b04 319 I 280 660 1,064 (")
(")i 301 Foli sh Squadron ::l51 201, 505! 505 ­i i); £» 

44 SqUE.clron (SriAF) 237 232; 464 I 168: 140 I 280 1 744 tntnl f8 624 Souadron (PM) 69 34 1 84 84
OJ ~ Itn~  

tn
_. 
_. 

L¥sander FJ1..@t <t~) 25 5 _ '._ I .....3i CDCD TOTAS 9,273 6,665 12.264 1,766 1,068 2,922 15.186 Q.Q., It
_! 

:t=-~  

§:.. E:lstor.r of S,ec1DJ. O})erations (Air), in the l~edi  terranenn Theater. P'r). 15-16. ~:E~  

Statistics f;iven in tHe table for the B641 Special Gro-ap (.<\.\F) a.re unreliaole and therefore 
have been omittea here. The 8E!:#t301'10 ~C!.uactron of this group dro!,:oed 606.13 net long tons and m 

om 
the B8$hBomb Squadron dropued 367.98 net long tons over Yu~oslavia.  o 

~  

I\)~I CD 

~I C7I 
00 



e e
 
~pp.  15 (Contd) 

JS. SWl:'Ly O.p~aIolls TO G~:S, 1942-1944A 
{ rei,;ht in long tons--2,200 Ibs.) 

-----un1i-- ~-~I---..- . Droup1n-- Eiissions­ --~  =-t 
_ _ ~--~~ "'_... __'P'""........ ~  

- ~-
.........~  

- --- --Landt"ngHfssions -----'":.---~ 

_ _ __ _ ~. ~ __ - - --- ­ -- ­

-I~  

::I:~-­en, 
"tJ,»!(;)1 
m~ 

Ci 
CD~  

(")~  

148 SCiiia.tiron (BXr)
Slat TO ,ring (AA.!') 
267 equadron tF.AF) 
I tal1an .oUr Force 
S8Sth :Bomb Sq. (.AAF) 
301 Pel1 sh Squadron 
7 Squm:lron (r:..dF) 
Ly-sandeJ: ai~1i.  \'::.A'F} 

- - Ho. of Gross 
sorties Isuccessful tonncGe 

sorties ~o1J"Oed  

l~rn5-- f;245 
373 :310 620 

81 I 52 104: 
38 34 68 
36: 35 87I 12 I 8 20 

I :>' :3 ! C 
I 16 '. 7..... 

No. of 
sorties 

62 
140 

.1 ". 

':'10. of Gross Oombinea. 
successful tonne.ge gross 
sorties d.elivered tonnage 

1,245­
fJl 114 734 

lZZ!.244 I 348 
68I! 87 

I 20
1: 6 

• I • 

-I 
:::r_. 
tn 
"tJ 
~ 

(C 
CD 

C 
CD 
(")--I ~  

~:  

tn~  

tn_.! 
::::!! 
CD 
Co 
-\»,
:E! 
mi 
o 
....I. 
I\,) 
CD 
c.n 
co 

I Hi~tory of Snecinl O"Derations (Air) in the ;!edlte1'1'anea.n ~het1.te1'.  n. 32. 
turing the so-called Oivil ,:a1' 'Oel'iod. uhen »ritish troops were fi/::htiuL: tile :US Greeks, 
suupl~- of' Entish troops \'1a.S cB.rrip.d on. by both Briti s.f-J. {;I"11(1 N.ll"'r!ce.n M"uadrona. The 205 
Grou:o (BAr), 170. :367 Sau.n..dron, 170. 38 Squadron, atlCl roo 14-:. Squadron nel" 722 sorties in 
December 1944 and Janup.ry 1945. ~hes  delivered 1,700 long tons (gro~s)  of supnlies and 
carried about 0,000 T.Jersoune1 into Greece. 

~O~ALf:)  

£:,. 

1,100 864 2,100 202 179 358 8.508 tn 
tn_. ....._. 
CD 
Co 

~ 

m o 
....I. 
I\,) 
CD c.n 
CO 

~
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;"pp. 15 (Contd) o. SUl??LY OP:2.ATIm;S !i:'O ~.L3~'l.1i'IA.f UU..3_1944t;h 

(~"eiGht in lone tons--2,200 Ibs.) 

"1Unit Dro:>pinp, Yissions - ~ -LanCffnf; i3.ss1ons 
-1:6'. -of 1;0 .. of Gross -1;0. of 1To. of - -Gross - Oor:ioined

-I! sorties successful tonn~f,e  sorties successful tonnaGe eross -I::I::	 sorties (1ro~ped  sorties dropned tonnar-e _.-~ 513t TO :iing ~m)  3?H 301· 602-- I $7 86 -172 774-	
:::r

cnt	 tn, 148 Sq'llt-"\.dron (BAr) 95 80 2ZO 'I ZOO 
"tJ1 886th :Somb Sa. (,,\Ai) 57 56 140! H ..Q "tJ 

~Italian Air Foroe 21 15 20	 m»:	 I (CG)~ 38 Sq:u..'1.dron (RAF) 10 I 10 I 20	 20 CDm:	 Lysander Flight (:Ri1.F) 10 I a I 
267 Squadron {BAF) 8, 8 I 16 I I 'I I 16 Cc~ 

301 Poli~  Squadron 2 f 2 5' I	 l 5 CDCDf 
(")1 44 SQJdA9.ron (§~l . . __ 1, 1 , .. " i.£ ~  _ e. . :l.a _ (")

-~  ~  

~f  

fO!rALS 582 481 1,035 91 90 180 1,205 tntnf 
tn~ 	

tn_._.'	 .....
_...... 
~i	 a· 

CD1
­

CoHi.story of Special Operations (Air) in t!1f'l ~'~ed.1terranean '2heater. n::>. 36-37. 
A total of 134 personnel were !larc.chuted into Al1>.snia -oy lie. 148 SOU2,dron (ill). 1;0. 301 
Polish Squn.ciren,	 ~,no.  the Baath .130mb S\lUL9.dron (A.-u'). Ln.ncdng operp.tioIlS by the 51st Troo:9~i 	 Carrier ::iuG, :·0. 44 SCfu.::l.d.ron {s..·~,A.'t."), fUld the LY's~J:l.der  !"lir;ht (FlU') deli-veroJ ~l  )Jersons ~  

and evc.cue..ted 602. mm~
0;	 o 

~  ~~  

I\,)1\,)1 CDCD~  c.nc.n .. CO
CO! 

~
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App. 15 (Oontd) 

D.	 SUPPLY OF'~:tJ.:i:IO~:S ~O SOt'lj.1L..~: JiX.&70:3. 19'13-1944..£l. 
(1;E'it;ht in lonG tons--2, ;:)00 Us.) 

----ui:if"t---i-- ~-])rO{)pinil:fa'sions'~--~,- --J?er~onnel  StP.-ti sties 
-~------- -_.- ---r- -- -- -- .----- -'-' --- ----.'- -­l:"o. of 1:0. of GrOGS Dro~:paa. Landed I 2vacU9.ted 

sorties	 successful tonnage t 
-I~  

BOrUes r dronned::I: , 624 Squ,'"\dron \~I)~r 926-- 526 --~  -1-:-410-'5~-- -- 380	 -- ­-en	 886th Bonb Sq. (AAF) 735 568 1,546.7 198 , 36 Squadron (RAF) 41 26 20.9
"tJ' 267 Squadron (]A!) i 2 1 ! 13 I 21»! Lysander l1ichii {W) I 3D _ 8.. _." _\" l8.. _. _ 1;3
G), TO~ALS	 1.714 1,129 2,978.1 578 31 34m! 

lL lJlstor;," of Special Cperations (Air; in tho !~editerrane-an :;:llee.tor, p. 4:5.c: 
CD, 
(")!-, 

.cl. flU'.tl:t~y	 OPJiA.'..i'IO:;S !rO I~Y f 1943-194fP.~~  

tn	 (k!ei[;ht in lont;; tons--O.200 l'b~.)  

tn·_. ~ 

q..... ,	 Unit .. -r-l~o. of r -::0'. Of~...., G-rossm·l	 I sorties sueceBsfuJ. tOnIl8be c., l sorties dro-nned 
5lSt"'TOVi~'~'~--;----i.933-"-'--1;261 ~- 2,522iii 264lst Su. Gu. (..1.AF) 1.020 599 I 1,486 
148 Squadron (PE) 497 299 1 897:E, 
:;01 Fol1Eili	 Squadron 305 173 j 490

ml 267 8(l."lC.c..ron IF.1I.l') 261 I 129! 258 
O~  205 Gro'l.X!J (RAF) 210 I 156 i 250 

6['4 Sij;llaarPQ uv;a__ ,'_'r 4;:1 .. ~._.\--'  29 _+--- 4+~!  ~OTALS 4,268 2,646 5,907CD' 
c.nt 
CO~	 2,. E.istory of Spccic.l Operation::> (Air) in the :lediterranet~n  2".u.eater, p. 65. 

t 

i 
11le LysanBer Plight :flo\: 12 :>-o:rtie~,  of \I~:ioh.  C l·rere succeesful in brinGinG out 24 1?e:rso:nn.el. 
.llrcrat't of the 2641st Special Group. ~;os.  148 and 624 '~(lUadrons  OlAF), and :ro. 301 Polisil 
Squadron par~chuted  536 yersonnel into ene~y-occu~led  Italy.

I 
f 

-I 
:::r_. 
tn 
"tJ 
~ 

(C 
CD 

C 
CD 
(")-
~  

tn 
tn_. ....._. 
CD 
0. 

~  

m o 
~  

I\) 
CD 
c.n 
CO 

t\) 

~  
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App. 15 (Contd) 
Jl~. Sl'..·'OIAL OJ2&..iI.~I017.s ~o .cltiLGil.F1A, 1943-19~ 

('.!eieht in long tons--"3 t 200 lb£!.) 

Unit	 lTo. of rTo. of Gross lio. of 
sorties succesf:ful ton:nnge personnel 

• 
::Iorties d.rol):,ed droPT>ed 

51st TO '.Tine (~\.l'.F) 128 68 125 
14B Squadron (P.AF) 25 J.7 48 14 
267 Sq~~dron (EAF) 19 16 32 
301 Poligh Squadron -ll. -..6. -la ....a 

TOT.ALS 183 107 218	 22 

fl. liiato*-	of S:,:"ecia.1 O:nerations (l.ir) in trJ.e l:edi terranenn :;:heater. p. '73. 

G.	 SJ::l1XHAL O.e-l.."'i.:1.!EW:,;) TO CZillHOSLOVJDa.A. 1943-1945a. 
(:!eight in lone tons--2.200 lts.) 

Uni t	 lTo. of Ko. of' Gross lTo. of 
eorties successful tonnaee :!1ereonnel 

Mrties dro,!?ed dxopned 
148 Sq-llD.Qron U:..t~) 37 1.4 13.5 25 
S35th :aomb Sq.(AAF) 30 3 8.5 
301 Pblish Souc6~on 26 12 9 17 
85~ti1. :ao:..."u C~. l~W") 21 10 23.38 
6S4 ~qua.(..ron -(.b..ti.F) --A --!l 

TO~AL~ 118 49 58.38	 42 

~.	 Hi ",tor:- oi Zpecial OperE'.tions (Air) in the l~edi terranee,n ~hroter, ~j. 77. 
~he .l\pril I-:i~torYt 2641.st B:?cciaJ. C:·ro1r9. states that th.e 859th wd 
S85th Bo~b Squadrons ~ttempted 56 sortie~ to Czechoslovakia anN cOmo1eted 
1:-:. 

H. S?~IAt CP .J.t:A~IO:':S TO .<~UB;d1IA, 1944-194s'l
 
C'eieht in lont.: tOllS, 2,200 lOs.)
 

.~

Unit	 :70. of ~~o. of Gross lro. of 
oortie:1\ succeSf;fuJ, tonne;.ge personnel 

sorties dro:p~ed dropped 
148 Squadron tlt..u') 31 16 5 32 
835th Bo~b sq.{A4F) 19 13 17 21 
859th ~oMb Sq.lAAF) 18 9 14 12 
301 Polish D<1w:-'c:.ron ..&. ~ ~ 1l. 

!f!OTALS	 74 43 40.8 76 

~. Ri!;lto~~	 of ':-oecinl Operations (JJ.r) in the ::edi teTranean Theater I ". 81. 
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App. 15 (Contd) 

I.	 SU1:iilii.RY O:b~ S?..:.lvIl~ O?4i·l,/.l.~IOlfS IlT ::i:11:J M:dDI~'~i':';.':"' ...... J.'.dlhTjjl 
r,leitFt in long tone--2,200 l"os.) 

Oountry Tote~  Successful Gross tons J:lersonnel Personnel Personnel l"',r.a Leaflat s 
sorties p-ort1es delivered dropped landed exflltrated in toUE'-I!

::I: ,	 -I 
yw~o :slE'.via	 11,63:3 8,640 J.6,469 -- 2.500:12. 19,000 536 :::r_.en-! Greece 2,064 1.'714 4,205 85 300 600 106 tn 
AlbMia 673 572 1,205 1~~  201 502 74-c!	 -cCorsica	 89 70 140 2: -- -- 4»,	 ~

~ S. !'ranee 1.713 1,129 2.678 578 31 34 98
G>! J?o1p.,nd 619 289 501 132 12 13 200 

(C 
CD•m~ It$>ly 4,~ao  2,652 0,St07 538 -- -- .169 

c~ h:unga~: 28 14 16 14 -- -- 11 C 
CDCD~ Rur:k':.nia 9 4 2 6	 10-- --	 (")(")' :3tUCf\rio.	 183 107 218 22 

-I	 ­
~o  C~echos1ovaJdn 114 39 138 42 -- -- 11	 ~  

tntn~  Austria 74 43 40.0 76 -- -- 10 
tn CretE) 31 2Q 39 --lO. ---==. .....- I 

tn
_._. 

3i	 TOTi:.L3 21,509 15,302 31,678.8 1,639 3,044 ro,149 1,229 
CDCD C. 

c.~,
fl. .tllE~  G-3 Operations Sec., S:necia1 O~erations  in tho l!editerrc.n~'\D.  ~eater  of' ChJero.tionz, )it

Sec. XVI, ';\,,;',)_ A­:E! il. Records BTe not :wailable to o.i etine;.ush bet'tTeen uersonnel dr0:9ueC!. r-.nd :personnel lanB.ed ~  

ml in Yw;o slane.; it is ~-nolm.  how"ever I that compar2,ti'Vol: fe\iT werc paTo,eLuted becc:.we of m 
the lar[;e Ilu;:Jber of lnndinc stri1JS in operation. oo ....I.

....I. I\,)1\,), CDCD! tntn'col	 CO 

I 
! fJ 
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Appendix 1:0. 16 

.3?.iJ'J:L-lL	 OP.r~..A'i'I01;;;; ~o IJ.J:ALY, AUI}U;;)~ 1944-A.l-'.rlIL 194511. 

lIonth Units Sortiat Personnel lTet long 
Attempt~d SUQeessful In put tQns 

Aug 44	 148 Sq. ( ..~) 63.22 
1586 ?olisa Ilight 7.69 
267 Sq. (:W') 87.60 

~O!?ALS	 lS3 92 65 158.51 

S~ 44	 148 SCl. (!=:AP) 36.40 
158G Polish ):'li{;b.t 16.36 
267 Sq. (~) 31.77 
885th ;::oI:lb Sq. {MJ') 115.32 

~O~ALi3	 166 110 33 199.85 

Oct ~	 148 SQ.. U...1.i') 6.89 
1686 foliM ~it",ht 6.19 
51tt ~O ,linG Cw) 3.12 . 
Lysrm.a.er :fli,~t (B.n.1) .22 
205 GrouT) lR.l.F) 3.97 
885th Bo:ub Sq,. 

:"'-OT.1.LG 
(.A..,\}.') 

131 ~.....1.. 13 3 
52·lt8 
'73.37 

:rov 4..i..!. 14880. lllA,j') 40.97 
:::;01 Polish Sq. 
885tb. :Bonia Sq. (W') 

~8.85 

34.51 
roB Gro'q!;l l?..~') 127.35 
51st lJ:O ',:ing 

~c.TAL3 

(~w) 

S27 225 35 3 
24·07 

265.65 

lJec 44 148 B~1t ll-.:.F) 28.12 
301 J:'olish Sq. 35.82 
8&5th :3o.m:o Sq. (An.Jf) 72.36 
;)59th 30no 30. In..A:?) 4.08 
t1st '.i:C ,.in~ l.tl...J!') spa, :'"'~ 

:,:o~....LS 501 284 61 1 440. bO 

Jl'.n 45	 143 SQ. (Lv) 2.34 
SOl :Poli sh Sq, 6.16 
8S5th :;30:r10 Sq. (&1.£) 42.55 
u59th .3om"b :;q. lA/iF) 35.28 
8.st ':,:) :,in~ tAA?) 17t!.62 

'.i:05!_iliS	 320 163 21 361.95 

,~onniled froffi Eq. l.:.zw I , ~eci~l OpeTation~, Ilonth1y i.eports l;os. 5-13,!:.. 
in FiGtol':; rr.'U:F, iOCI.."'V• 
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iwUP.H.-21	 233 

hpp. 16	 (Contd) 

~:Ollth Units ~orties .l:e.l."Or.ll.\l;;.!. L.e'~ long 
Attmypted Successful ;tn Out tgnn 

Feb 45	 14g Sq. lEAJf) .24 
301 Polleh. Sq. 21.59 
859tll :Bomb sq. tAAF) 169.28 
685th Eomb Sq.t~~) 235.61 
51st ~O ',linc lAlW) a91,73 

TCTALS	 676 1..L(J3[; 50 71&.45 

(WO)Har 45	 143 Sq. .59 
Ly~a.ntl.er ?licht .60 
f6Sth :3omb Sq.lAA.l!' ) 000.47 
859th :'3omb Sq. (AAF) 2.12 
51st ~c -.ring lAAF) ~5.33 

TO~ALS	 537 . 409 154 5 639.11 

Apr 45	 1(-3 SQ.. (1:'..J') 11.02 
eS5th :Bov:{o Oq.l.'i"Aln 206.52 
E.50th ~om"o Sq. tAA,Io') 252.50 
51~t ~O ;ang (.t1.Iu) 340,42 

~OI.l.·ilLS	 ~ L;6~l: :;~Q. m 810.42 

!'C''''(}.t'......:.m ~v:rAL~	 3,517 2t199-~> 662 3,617.86'-'''' 

---_~~_~~I 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958 



-- - -

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

-

_:... .;rr~itr I s L..J.l::L;:I~-l,,:;,;c...;':?IlrC .AJ ... r:I:d ....sI .J:l.l2;ii' :~Ii. t'o=.vz 

1D-05 Jt'.:i.3liV~u.Y 194&:­

~o.r,;.;et Daten 1;0. of .'~.o. of leaflets 
.. e J,eaflet 'PlWb~ drQPIlcd
 

AnsoC\.cil 2':> 23 7ej,) 24 480.000
'-I 

A.scl'U':ffcno'UrG 25 19 190.000 
.8a.m1Jerg 23 9 150.000 
3ielei'el0. :J~ 9 100.000 
.cochum 19 10 BOO.Oy) 
'::':rer:len 34 27 780.000 
OrailsileiL.l 23 9 220.000 
Dort1.1und 19 10 410,000 
iJschwege 23 10 400,000 
GelselJ1drchen 19 20 B20,OOO 
Ger:~ 23 9 180.000 
cYiebelstadt 25 5 000.000 
HalbGrstnat 32 10 190,000 
lfn:.'lbure 24 37 560,00:) 
liil"lJershei:n 22 10 340.000 
l:':ilc1bur€,hausell 23 9 120,000 
Ju,:;entlml 19 10 450.000 
l':au,:C"l;le<lrCn 25 7 ZaO.Or):) 
~i t dncen 83 7 130,000 

.-,<')L1J.d\1ir,~1ust "'.... 10 SGD,OOO 
: :e£1ci:l.oua 19 10 380,000 
:li~burg 24 10 ~~lO.OOO 
: "Jlllch ..D 35 620.000210" 
~:e·ab-.:l.rg :33 9 190,OOr) 
~,orthebl 22 9 190.("00 
::ii.rnbert~ ::'''0,:31 174 G, 200 100:~ 
Ocnc;o:rock 19,21 2~ 1,.060.000 
P2.derborn 23 19 720, DO') 
Pb.uen 23 8 8'J,OOr'J 

~::>'/.Pldni'olu 9 150.00C''Jt.' 

Rheims 19 10 450,000 
Sn.lz'mdel 22 9 310,0',)0 
31e(.:on. 19 20 I, '200 ,DOD 

'::l':)
;A§I"JStendal 9 ,310,000 

SHa.bish IInll 35 5 200,000 
:':re-.::.chtlin~cn 23 9 120.000 
dl~ 28 4 280,000 
wizen 22 10 160,000 
,ieEo1 19 -2. 64/)•...QQQ. 

~G~.'>L~ 65'7 21,;,)30.000 
~ 1-' ..1.1 .:::}<..il.2. Ifl E'.:-.flE't Distribution :Lor tho ..::iCht:l ~.u r :Pore::: aL.d 4.{)Sth 

Squadron :for the .l.:'eriod 19 ~'eb~ 35 ::fe":.lrtl.:"try, 1945,11 26 
:"ebr1X'..ry 19.1:5. 

2M 
" ~ """-"''"'' -, ". ~-=:.---~ -"'~'" ---~. ~- ,~-"'-._, ...........
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A..:.:i!P..r1-21	 2.'35 

App. 17 (Contd) 
.0. :::!I&HT .!JIS~P.l..)UTIOl: J:JY ~1G 4CGth .:30~u S~uiu.irlL, 

Ar.!l"v Sector roo of l~o. of leaflets 
le~"1nQt 'oQI!ibs drQl)Ded 

Dutch Interior 60 1 1 200,000 
First Ca~.dian ~~y 40 1,460.GOO 
:f1nth U. S. Arr.lY 104 4,210,000 
Firat U. o. Arr:.y 134 5,590,000 
Third U. S. Ar;n~r 112 (",760,000 
:3eventh U. s. .U",uy ~ 2,200,000 

!i.'O~S 529 20,040.000 

1.186 41,480.0,)0 

~~ote:	 :he i£hth ~~r :"orce da;"light o"Oer.:1tion~ to ::.~ targets \.,rere 
acco~lishe~ on seven rXle~ion~; the ~6th Bomb S~aadron flew f~xr 

.'1issionr- of '-;6 sorties. ~;''O''')rj~:ir:l:'tel:,~ 80.000 sinf'rle leaflets, 
10,000 couies of ~~1richten. or 20.000 co~les of ~ ~~leeende 

Jic1l.Mde.:, oould be 1o?..ded. in end:' leni'lf't bomb. 
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AAF11H-21 

Appendix No. 18 

EW-lPLE OF LEa.FLE~ DISTlU:Bl1.rION ON 1.tJ:X}ULAB. :BO:-mIUG MISSIONS 
LEAFLEr DISW.aUTIOll I :B.lilBLIN, :BY EIGHTH AlR rona.. 

Q.gAe. L	 ~~ lio.... .Qf. 
bpmbs lea.fie.i.a. 

USG.47 Sternonbanner 6 Aug 44 5 100.000 
XG.17 The Game 1 EI Up II 5 300.000 
XG.19 Foreign Workers (French) 5 400.000" 
XG.20 Foreign. Workera (Polish) II 5 400,000 
~.170 Nachr1chten 6 Oot 44 10 120,000 
~.171 Nachriehten II 10 120,000 
\iG.9 Message to German \'I'omen "II 5 400.000 
ZG.66 General Eisenhower 1s Sta.tement 5 400,000 
~fG.2F Foreign Workers :Booklet (]'rench) II 5 40.000 
WG.6P Foreign. Workers Leaflet (Polish) II 5 400,000 
T.229 Nacb.richten 5 Deo 44 5 50.000 
~.231 NaQh.richten II 10 100,000 
T.232 Nachrichten	 IJ a:> roo ,000 
ZG.66	 General Eisenhower I s Statement II 5 400,000 

It 5WG..l7:6 The Lesson of Aachen 400,000 
WG.221 Voice o:t' SHA.EIr (Italian) II 5 400,000 
T.291 lfaohrich.ten	 3 Feb 45 2J 200,000 
T.292 Ifaohr1chten	 II 20 200,000 
ZG.98	 The Last Attempt If 10 800,000 

tIZG.95 A Last Attempt 5 400,000 
ZG.75 Ask the Front-Line Soldier II 4 320.000 
ZG.97 W1:Jat Capi tuJ.a.tion ltea.ns II 5 400,000 

II 5\iG.21 Civilian Safe Oonduct 400,000 
WG.27 Volksstiu:rm in Battle II 5 400,000 

n\lG.28 Jilisel1hower Against Rimmler	 5 400,000 
T.312 lTaohriohten	 26 Feb 45 ~9 190,000 
T.313 Nachriohten II 43 430,000 
!l!.314 Nachrichten 11 • 13 130,000 
WG.28 EiSEnhower Against Bimmler II 4 320.000 
WG.34 Message to Failway Worker. II 5 400,000 
WG.35 Roosevelt-Churahill Sta.tement II 4 160,000 
\fG.37 Crimea Declaration II 7 280,000 
BG.151 The Bridge II 4 160,000 
T.331 lIachrichten	 18 Mar 45 11 110,000 
T.333 Nachrichten	 30 300,000 
T.334 Ifacbr1chten	 32 320,000 
T.335 Nachrichten 19 190,000 
WG.25 Report :t'rom Weste:rn Germany 8 640,000 
WG.34 Uessage to :Railway ""orkera 5 400.000 
WG.42 The Future of Gerzna.n:l 5 200 1 000 
WG.43 Three Tons of Ex'plosives 10 800,000 
T.341 Nachrichten	 28 l.far 45 5 50.000 

!;.	 :P~ID SHA.Eh', IILea:t'let Operations, a__ean Theater,lI Exhibit 8. 
There were 43 dif~erent leaflets. 

235 
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~ll4 1m.... .2t 
1 eaf'let11 

T.344 Nachr1chten 28 Mar 45 5 DO .000 
lJl.345 Nachr1chten It 15 160.000 
\'lG.45 ~o Questions--One Decision II 3 120 t OOO 
J3G.152 The Bridge 8Q.QQQ 

•
 
" --2.
 

!l!OTALS 438 13 t 230 t 000 

• 

-......~__ ~.~,~.. - ~,~- _. _~~_~ 
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(EONS OF LlllAFLE~S DROP?ED :BY .ALL EIGhTH AIR FORO~ UNITS 
:BY MONTHS, OCTOBER 1943~IAY 1945 lIr. 

Honth Units on 422dj406th Units on Monthly 
bombing Bomb Sq.ll CA..TQ?3n3AGGER totals 
mhdoM msaiQn3~ all "n'ts 

~ 
Oct 24.4 • 24.4 
Nov 100.8 100.8 
Dec 112.1 115.4 
w.4. 
Jan 27.6 118.6 3.8 lfiO.O 
Feb 37.4 131.6 6.9 175.9 
I·larch 99.1 146.3 12.9 258.3 
April 
May 

74.8 
123.5 

134.9 
102.4 

27.9 
30.3 

237.6 
261.2 

June 73.1 209.6 43.1. 325.8 
July
Aug 
Sap 

53.6 
87.8 

152.8 

216.1 
203.1 
180.4 

42.3 
37.6 
1..1 

312.0 
328.5 
334.3 

Oct 165.8 240.5 406.3 
lTov 151.1 315.3 466.4 
Dec 13&.1 261.6 399.7 
~ 
Jan 165.8 182.0 347.8 
Feb 1.96.6 276.3 472.9 
l'Jarch 247.0 407.9 654.9 
April 186.8 370.5 557.3 
~AY' lQ2·~ 1Q2.4 

210.9 6,031.9 

A.	 Statist1cal SUmmary of 3Jigb.th Air Foree Operations, European ~heater. 

17 August 1942-8 Hay 1945, pp. 18-21­
:9..	 In May 1945, the 406th :Bomb Squadron. :fle\'1 4 missions of 30 sorties 

over 56 targets and dropped 354 leaflet bombs, or about 28,320 ,000 
leaUetfl. on combat missions which ended on 9 Hay. After V-E Day, 
the 406th flew 18 noncombat missions ot 141 sorties over 96 targets 
and dropped 1.649 new-type parf1.chute bombs. (History, 406th :Bomb 
Sq•• ~·ray 1945.) 

~.	 Statistics for OARP~~A~ER missions were obtained by 8ubtractinb 
the totals of. the bombing unih and the 406th :Bomb Squaaxon from the 
monthly totals. 

~ - ... ­
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L3lAFLET OPlilP.A!lIIONS OF !rEB SPECIAL LmAFL~T SQUADIiOE, OO![!O:BBR 1943..JJ?1Ut 194~
 

-n	 I QPDB I sorths=1 Elor1i' ea~_J ~gil;jjj\,C~ I ~13  ,J, • •
, J i. I .f ,iiiMI 'iliJ. lYen· IlJB.m. -I::I:; :::r-~	 :w:a _.

Oot 4 15 15 16 :34.4 9,760,000en!	 tn 
Uov 12 63 62 62 100.8 40,320 ,000 1

'tJ~ 14 71 70 69 112.1 44,840 ,000 'tJ:J>,	 Dec £»
Wii	 (CG) 
Jan 15 74 73 73 118.6 47,440,000 tDm~ 	 • 

[ :Feb 16 sa 81 81 131.6 62,640,000 
C March 16 90 90 90 146.3 58,520 ,000 C 

tD
tD~	 April 17 84 83 83 134.9 53.960,000 1 (")
(")r	 l'~'- tI.ay 16 67 63 63 102.4 40 ,960 ,000 3 1 ­
£»~ June 19 134 129 129 209.6 83,840,000 1 £» 
tn1 July 23 141 133 133 216.1 86,440,000 1 10 tn 

tn_.tn_.1	 Aug 21 126 125 125 203.1 81,2,w,OOO 1 ....._.
::::!!	 Sep 15 128 111 III 180.4- '72,160,000 

tDtD	 Oct 1.7 152 148 148 240.5 96,200,000 1 1 C. 

-C. Nov 17 213 196 194 315.3 126,120 ,000 
Dec 17 173 161 161 261.6 104,640,000 1 ­

:J>:	 
Jan 18 127 112 112 182.0 72,800,000 1 1 12 4 ~:E'	 
~ 

ml Feb 17 180 171 170 276.3 110,520 .000 1 1 1 m 
1 March 24 267 251 261 40"1.9 163,160,000 2 1 1 1 00

~!	 April ..aa -2il. --22a. ~  i37o•5 148.f'PO,OQQ - - ...l._ - - - - ~  

TOTALS 319 2,428 2,302 2,298 3,734.4 1,493,760,000 3 5 16 11 1 10 3 1 I\,)
I\,)~ CDCD c.nStatistical Summary of Elghth Air Force Operations. European Theater, 17 August 1942-8 May 1946, p. 70.B..c.ni	 CO:'Q.. Number of aircraft a.irborne.CO~ 

liumber of a.ircra.ft reaching ta.rget area or subject to enemy action.£. 
£.. Number of aircraft completing mission assigned.
 
§,. The 422d :Bomb Squadron. War Diary. }:lay 1944. lists 3 KIA. and 6 )iIA for the month.
 

Jijxplanation of abbreviations: HI.A..-missing in action; Cat. E--Category E, planes damaged beyond 
economical repa1r while on an operational mission; KU.....killed in action; WIA, SE:a--serlously 
wotW.ded in a.ction; WIA•• SLI--slightly wounded in action. 
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A.	 TOTAL t!f.JUBZR. OF :L:ZhFLETS DROPPED rnUt.OUGlIOUT THE -~.AR 

BY AIRChAFT BA.::>LD PI THE U'nT~D KINGDOU.! 

Air Foroe 1 Sap 12.!2 
§. ill:!!l! i!!:!: 

i~Wt~
1 May !t2. 

~ 

Royal A.ir Force 2~151,OOO,OOO 405,000,000 2,556,000,000 

Speoial Squadron 181,000,000 1,577,00D,000 1,75B,OOO,OOo£ 

:Bighth Air Force 4lS,OOO,OOO 1,176,000,000 1,594,000,000 
(Daylight Bombers) 

.ll1ied ~editionary 7,000,000 82,OJO,OOO 89,000,000 
Air l"orcesE 

2,757,OCJ.J,Ol{1 3,240,000,000 5,997,000,000 

a. p:m	 SHIM, "Leaflet Operat.ions, y/estem European 'l'heater"lt Exhibit 9. 
b.	 The figures for the •..llied LxpeditionQry Ji.ir Forces refer only to 

droppings by that air force during the ti.lll.e it was ba.sed in Great 
Britain. 

c.	 Statioticu Summary of Eighth t.ir Force Operations, 17 Aug. 1942-8 lIa.y 
1945, page 70, which does not include L~ay 1945 statistics.. credits the 
406th 1;1QUadron with having dropped 1,493,760,000 leaflets, or 264,240,000 
lesa than the total given above. still another figure is given in 
letter, Brig. Gen. Robert A. McClure, Chief, P'1:D sHALF to CG, Eighth 
J.ir l'orea, "Commendation £01' Spacial LeEl.£let Squaaron,ll 2 1.ay 1945: 
"From 4 October 1943 through 2l AprU 1945, this unit has flown 314 
missions totalling 2,332 sorties, and dropped approxi.ma.te1y 1,943,520,000 
leaflet units on eneny troops in and oehind the lines and on civilians 
in Germany and occupied countries." 
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B.	 To:i.;S OF L~1o':TS DROPPED THROUGHOlP.I! THE WAR 
:BY SPECIAL ll.J""TY AlRCP.AF.f n~ ThE ~ii!:DI'l'~.A;..j~ 

:J,'EJ!:A.T::tiR	 ~O !ffiill PRU;OIPAL TABGEr OOu:NTliI.msa.. 
(In long tons--Z.ZOO lbs.) 

Period 111&05] a.yia llaJJ: Albania Gxeege Totals 

~o 31 July	 1944 214.Zf 70.31 51.22 47.44 383.24e	 A.ugust 1944 42.90 14.41 8.21 5.53 71.05 
September 30.96 10.17 5.22 11.10 63.45 
October 6.23 4.68 3.26 9.40 23.57~ 

November 49.03 12.46 5.09 4.02 70.60 
December 30.42 9.37 19.20 64.99 
January 194sQ 18.26 4.95 9.31 32.52 
February 63.19 28.00 91.19 
Ha.Tch 44.23 7.32 51.55 
Apri1.c.	 24,51 1.33	 31.8i 

TO!rALS roo. CO	 169.00 73.00 106.00 884.00 

a.	 Compiled from Risto~t, Special Operations, Uediterranean Theater of 
Operations (Air) and Eg. HW". S1>ecial Ope1'B.tions, Honthly P.eports, 
Nos. 5-13, in Hi story, 1~ t XXXV. 

1!..	 The figure given for Italy in January 1945 disagrees with. the total 
in Histor~" Fi:f'teenth Speoial Group (Prov). 'P. 34, which is about 
B.5	 long tons. 

£.	 Satis:f'actorJ statist1cs for Eay 1945 are not ava1lable. but nickeling 
by special duty aircraft in that month was insignificant. 

_ ............ ~. __ ~ -_.<0.- .. ~. .
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AOCOUl¥.P OF A MISSION TO G:"RE.!WE 
10-11 NO~'lBER 1944l 

Up before dayl1EJ1,t for an early breakfast. we pile into a 'lies-pons 
Oarrier to be taken out to the a./c, 0-47A i186. \'rhile the lilgineer, 
Sgt. Secrest, runs up the engines. and the Radio Operator checks his 
sets. the Pilot. Lt. :Bell, the co-pilot, Lt. Stowe. and the navigator. 
Lt. Fall, check: up the wea.ther. and have a. last look a.t the 8-2 maps a.nd 
photos of their target, a small landing strip, high up in the mountains 
of G-reece. Returning to the plane, pins Dut. blOcks out, 1\ final check 
by the pilot, we taxi to the end of the runway, and on getting the 
Ilgreen" from the tower. a roar of engines. ani a. moment later we Etre 
airborne. ~ 

Out over the Adriatic towards an island just off the Greek coast • 
.	 Lt. Hall checks his position a.nd gives the :pilot a new course. Over the 

water the weather is perfect. but approachinG the coast high cloud banks. 
piled up in fantastic shapes. obscure the ground. }'u.rther inland, 
occasionally a. glimpse of the ground thru a brealt: in the clouds shows 
ruge;ed hills and deep valleYEI. On a.rrival at the pinpoint of the target, 
there is no break in the clouds to be seen, and it is necessary to fly 
somo 30 miles :1iu-ther on before encountering a brenk in the clouds 
suf'ficient to let down thru. Under the Clouds now, and flying in a 
valley, the 'Plane rocks and 'bucks in the wind current s. !rhe target
sighted, marked by 4 white parachutes, 2 a.t each end at the runway, Lt. 
:Bell swings around to look over the strip, and. on receiving the proper 
answer to his signal, starts his run in to the field. 1'here is a vicious 
cross wind. and the word is :passed back to brace yourself'. but Lt. Bell 
"grea.ses" in to an almost perfect landing. 

Taxiing to a hard spot at one side of the runwaYt we are greeted 
\d.th big smiles by a :i3rltish Sergeant. his rank denoted by wearing 
American Sergeant stripes u;p-side-dolmt and 25 or 30 ragged Italian 
soldiers lett behind. by the Germans when they pulled out. They make 
quick work of unloa.ding the 4500 los. of supplies we brought in to them. 

The last oigarettes they had received were dropped to them back in 
July. and they have been out of food for several weeks. and were living 
off the land. Out of' nowhere a crowd of Greek men, women and children 
gathered to watCh as 3600 lbs. of previously dropped medical supplies 
were brought to the plane in two don..t::ey drawn carts of ancient vintage, 
each making man)" trips. The na.tives looked well fed, and war.rtl1y. if 
roughly clothea.. ':fhe women smiled but turned their faces away when we 
attempted to snap pictures of them. and the men just stooti and looked. 
All the women, even small girls. were knitting, a big fluff of wool on 
a stick tucked under their anJl. out of which they made their thread as 
the3~ knitted. A :Br~ ~rajort and his aide. who was born and raised in 
Greece. arrived in a German jean, with a. chance in orders that would 
take us to Athens. ~iith :plane loaded, and the Z :Er. officers as our 
passengers, we taxi to the end of the runway, the soft surface dragging 
the plane so much th:'l.t it is ap!,arent that it will he hard. to get off _ 

1.	 51st Troop Carrier Sq1,18.dran, War Diary. lIovember 1944, Sneets Nos. 
409-411. This account continues to describe experiences in Athens 
and on the return trip to ~diSi. 

242 
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wi th the load we have. A last cheak, and the run is started; 2/3 the 
way down the runway. pulling 45 inches, and not getting 60 miles an 
hour, Lt. 3e11 shut down and te.xl.ed to the end of the strip to try agdn. 
As he swung the ale arouno.. it settled dOHn in the soft ground and mired 
to the hubs. • 

As a rain storm was due and no assistance from trucks was available 
(the nearest truck 45 miles 3 hours aw.y), the a/c wa.s quickly unloa,ded 
and the long job of digging it out wa.s started. The first several tries 
simply dug it in deeper. and finally I 4 hours lat er. wi th rock and wood 
tracks built under the wheels and for 10 feet ahead and. twenty men 
lii'ting under each wing, Lt. :Bell gunned it up the inclined tracks. and 
kept it going 'Until it sat on. teirly solid gro'Wld. The workmen cheered 
as if' the home team had won a. 'big game. and we all felt relieved. Rain 
started coming doim. a few minutes later. We held a hurried conference 
and decided to put 2000 lbs. of the load back aD. t then we took off wi th­
out any trouble and headed for another landi~ strip to the East. 

This strip turned out to be just a. field. but fairly smooth and 
d:ry. and we se.t down without a jolt. At the time of our arrival the 
place was deserted, but soon a truck: oamo down the road. and before we 
were unloaded several hundred cluldren. age 4 to 14, gathered around. 
Different from Ita1.ian, Sicilian, and African kids. they asked for 
nothing. just looked and. smiled, and tried to Bee inside of the plane. 
AIthoue.:;h the sun had almost deserted us, we tried to get some pictures I 
and no matter which way you turned, there were kids lined up, smiling 
and wanting to be in them. Several Greek Patriots. dressed in portions 
of :Br•• Am. and Italian uniforms, and armed with Italian and German 
wea.pons, oame up and after telling us how much they liked Americans, 
guarded the aj e and wotlld a.llow no one to put a hand on it. They :oosed 
proudly' :Cor pictures. none of them could have been over 16 years old. 

The pa.ssengers we were to pick up turned out to be a soecial 
opera.tions unit. American.. out of Greek: desoent. who had been operating 
behind. the enemy lines and living cut off from our forces for five 
months. coming down out of their baec only to ~raBs the enemy by blow­
ine uy trains I bridges. atc. tIe dt scovered that they were part of' the 
original force that landed on the Island of Vis. and to whom our 
Squadron dropped sl~:plies last February. There Yere one Am. Lt., 22 
~~, and their 5 attached Italians, all with full kits, and these 
together with the t,·,o lir.. oeicers. eave U~ a big load. Since we ware 
lieht on gas an{l .o\thens was only 82 t1i1es a\'tay. it t<las decided. to ta.'t:e 
them all. The Americans said that the Italians worked with them. fought 
wi th them, and they ha(l ord.ers to ta!:e the:n if the:,)~ so desired. .ie made 
a smooth takeoff and. a straight r"Jn to A.thens. without incident. 

.~_~ .~~ ~~~_~ ~~J____.__ •• __••_._ ••••• _.__ ..•. __ __~..__. •__
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I..t.... ~ ~--auerriJ'Q,.a. 

Lt. John :3. ;·Iead. known :fa:niliarly as IIJohnnyll by everyone in the 
Grouo who 10le';Q him, was a bombardier in the 858th Squadron (then the 
406th Squadron). He had been in the Oarpetbagger Project from its in­
ception, and was considered. one of the mo at skil1'uJ.l pra-ct! tioners of 
Oarpetbae;ger 'bomoardiering. One of his closest friends was Captain 
Robert D. Sullivan., the Grou;p Intelligence Offioer, whon he and his 
wife, Dorothy, had. known back in the States. 

For four months, Joh.nn;Jr I'Lead flew on Carpetbagger !Jissions. con­
tributing his particular bit to the Rl"owing auccess of the Group. And 
then, on 5 Hay 1944, it happened. The aircra£t t piloted by Lt. LMu:r'X7 LJ 
Simon, in which Mead was Bombardier, failed to return from a mission to 
Prance. 

The whole gro'qp was sa.ddened by the ne."lS. Everyone lOlaw he would 
miss good-looking Johnny l!ead. his friendly smile. his enthusiasm. his 
drawling speech. Cl1ptain Su11ivan wrote to Dorothy, offering what 
consolation he could, telling her not to give u;p hope. :But three weatts 
went by and no further word was heard. .As each day went Dy it became 
nore difficult to hope. 

Then, on 29 lIay. something ba!>pened. An 858th aircraft "QUoted by" 
Lt. !·:uuu. was engaged on a mission to a point deep wi thin central France, 
in the vicinity of the to\Jn of P..oanne. As the aircra.£'t circled the 
target area, the ;la.dio Operator, T/Sgt. Clarence H. Ero\otn. succeeded in 
establishing an S-phone contact. He was somewhat surprised to hear a 
voice speaZing in perfectlY' unbroken English: 

"Are you British or American?1l 
Perhaps because the voice 1'ror:1 the ground had a noticeably southern 

dravl, :SrolID replied, 111~ei ther. 'We t re Yankees. II 

IIWho I S your pilot? lithe 'Voica then asked. 
lILt. 1.Yunn,1t Bro~11l replied.. 
ltWe~l. I III be damned! II the voice said. IITell him hello. Tell 

evel'ybolly hello. This 1s Johnny ~1ead. II 
Startled almost to the point of speechlessn.ess, Sgt. Drown managed 

to ask Lt. ~·!ead hOlT he and the rest of the crew were. The answer came 
that everyone was pel'feotljr all right. Head would not give any details 
over the S-phone regarding the evasion or discovery by the underground~ 

By this time, Lt. I'-!unn's aircraft was in a :!;)osition to make its 
dropping run. Lt. ~'.l:ead gave detailed instructions from the ground, and­
a perfect com::;letion WaS accom:?1ished. ·tlhen the drop wa.s COm.9lt~~ and 
Lt. :Mead had acknouledged that it was a good one t he instructe§'t1ie 
Badio Opera.tor telL Oolonel Heflin that lI~e Oolonells doing a good job 
too. II 

Nothing more was her.\rd £'1'0:11 ~·lead until <1 July when a. wireless 
telegraph message caJ11e over one of the circuits from the French under­
ground, sayinf, thA.t John Head was in comme.nd of a group of ~quis ani 
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an able a.ssistant to the senior commander. 
!!'he next day. 5 July. Captain Sullivan was telling thi s story in the 

Intelligence office at Harrington. As he tallced an ora.erly brought in an 
a1rma.i1 letter ;from America. Captain Sull1vd.D. ripped open the envelope. 
read 1t hurriedly and pa.sseri it to another officer without a wora. It 
was a brief and heartbreaking note from John.ny 1~eadts wifa. Dorothy • 

.	 a.sking for some crumb of 1m'ormation about Johnny. :But Dorothy will have 
to wait and suffer until Johnny returns frOD working with the Secret 
Army. or until the war is over, because to tell her anything now wo'Uld 
br~~ a stern security rule which protects Johnny and thousands of others-­
British and A:nerlcan soldiers and :French Guerrillas. 

In the meantime. Johnny Uead is running true to form and is a. good 
gIlerrilla--a soldier in the Secret gmy of' F~ce. 

In the middJ.e of October, a:rter Oarpetbagger operations had. ceased 
and wh:U.e 492n.d personnel (including Johnny 1.1ead) were engaged in a 
special mission in France, the Group Historian flew to the Haute-Savoie 
to interview l·!ead. The bomba.rdier turned I-faquis was altogether too 
reticent about his exploits. He was first of all reluctant to descrioe 
incidents in which hig role co-\lld be construed as tlheroic. If He shuddered 
a.t the thought of appearing dramatic or heroic. Moreover. he did not 
wish to submit for permanent record an1 facts which his chiefs. the 
:Brltish agents "Geegee. II l/Victor ll and IIDt Arlenll ha.d included in their 
official reports. since he considered thi s a breseh of dt scipl1ne. Thi s 
aocount. therefore. is the hl.tor1~ls mrn recollection of Meadfs 
inforJ:lal, off.the-record conversation. It must not be interpreted as 
a definitive re:oort of the aot!vi ties oarried on by the ~-raqu.:1 s gr0l.lJl of 
which rIead was a member. 

First of all, Mead was able to supply- the last word. to the story of 
how his ai:rplane. piloted b~ Lt. Simon. was brought down. It Was on 
5 Hay 1944, a.t 0032 hours t t\oi'enty kilOluetres ,Korth of Cheney le Chatel. 
altitude 1200 :Feet, that the airplane war. shot down b~ twelve 2.1­
millimetre flak guns mounted on a. troop train. The train, at the time, 
was blacked. out and not in motion. Immediately after the airplane was 
hit. a German telegra.ph, tapped by the French P..esistance~ sent out a. 
message as follows: "Enemy aircra.ft fired on"an.d damged to such an 
extent should fall in near vidnity.1I 

l-lead ba.iled out at 700 feet. It was a good. j'lll1lp and he landed on 
,	 his feet in a OO\i pasture. Unhooking his parachu.to. Head. hid it, his 

mae west and his A.'\rness. Then he lit a cigarette and attempted. to get 
his bearings. At toot moment he heard. an explosion and looked up to see 
his a.irplane blow UP and go down in flames. Immadia tely, .Mead took out 
his escHpe kit. removed the cocroass and began waJJdng in a souther17 
direction. 

Daylight found him in a :po-pula.ted. area near Vivans. lie began to 
thi~~ of getting hel~ and to that end he approached an isolated house. 
Heating a farmer n~ar the house. he introduced himself with the aid of 
hi s language card. The farmer showed a willingness to help. Mead. a.sked 
if there were 3JlY Germans nearby. and the farmer replied in the negative• 

..
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Then they entered the house, and. while M'rad was given food and. drink, 
the farmer sent his da~ter in search ot assistanoe. In this·way. oon­
tact was made with the Resistance. 

Mead remained in this house until 9 May. Then he was called for 
by the :Britisll agent mown in the field as UVictor. 1I and the two' men 
journeyed on bicycles to a. secret Uaquis headquarters in Roan.n.e. In 
the course of their con~ersation. Victor told Mead that he was short 
handed. and would like Mead to remain in Franca and work with him. Mead 
expressed a wi1lin6l1ess to do so. AIl.d so. when they reached. Roanne. 
Victor despatched a coded wire to London requesting that Mead. be per­
mitted to remain and help the Resistance in that area. 

Hea.d reIJained hidden in Roanna until late May. w!len an answer 
arri"V'ed from London, "Regarding your 0733D73 (}Olead's Army Serial Number) • 
keep him. II Anti from that time on. until the fiD8l liberation of France, 
:'1ead stayed ana worked in the Resistance as an assistant to the :BriUsb 
agents who were chiefs of Resistance foroes in that a.rea. 

At tJ:li s time the organi zation was :prim.aril~ concerned with sabotage. 
but it was decided that Mead could work as instructor of American equip­
ment. thereoy laying the foundation for beginning an active rleslstance 
unit. To this end. quanti ties of materiel were requested fron London 
and delivered by air. largely b:7 Ca.rpetb~er crews. :By a remarkable 
turn of events, Head found himself on the ground as leader of a recaption 
committee. instead of in the air pinpointing the dr~ning grounds. 

Receptions were set 'Up in the following manner. Six men, armed with 
tOmmy guns and 'grenades, stood on guard one kilometre away. three more 
men 'Were station.ed a haJ.£ kilometre away, and at th.e ground itself were 
five men. Then. When the ai1'plane was in the target area. the men from 
the outer ring were calleQ in to assist in the reception. The drops. 
Head said.. were generally good. Only someone WilO has been at a recep­
tion CAn ap,rec1ate the anticipation wi th which the French people awaited 
the loads. Though the danger was extreme J even mothers of famili as 
would come, ju~t to see the droF. It was at one of these reoeptions 
that 14ead spoke over the S-phone to Lt. l,h1,nn1 screw. 

After a drop was cor.xpleted. and the pacli:ages and. oontainers had 
been collected. Mead and. his men would transport the load into Roanne, 
U9lmlly by ox-cart. Once, ''then a drop had been made q".u te la.t e. it wa.s 
beginning to get light. Mead described how he had driven the ox-cart. 
loaded wi th containers and parachutes, into Roanna. which was then 
garrisoned by 2,000 Germans. On his lap was resting a. machi.ne-gun. 
LookinG be-ok at this incident, Mead could hardly believe that no evil 
consequence had befallen this overt indication ot resl~ta.nce, but none 
had. < 

The resistance used the abandoned warehouse of a textile factory in 
Roanna as a. warehouse a.nd assembly shop. Here they clandestinely stored 
the materiel they had. received by air. 11npac.lted. cleaned and a~sembled 
it. Head. at the time. wa.s living in the home of a. prominent engineer. 
Ev'ery day, dressed. in civilian clothes, he would walk to work at the 
warehouse. The route he chose to walk was pa.st a Ger"llaD. ba1'racks. 
because it had been found that that wag one place where no one was 
ever stopped :for questioning. All of Hea.d's pa.pers were in order, even 
to a bicycle-tax receipt. He had French pin-up girls in his billfold, 
and be ca.rried a lunch-basket complete with a bottle of wine (of course, 
a Sten gun wa.s cradled a.t the bottom of' the basket). If he had been 

~
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stopped, his papers would have identif'ied him as Jean Noel Dumbret, a. 
deaf-mute. 

On 26 June, Head was comruissioned to take a.ct!ve charge ot a small 
unit. and he moved out of Roanna into a mountain headquarters, sixteen 
kilometres Southeast of Roanne. There he formed a unit known as 1I11aquis 
nolette. 1l Tue FFI name for the unit was IIGroupe de :F1'agny. /I From this 
time on, I-read operated in his capacity of instructing the men in American 
field equipment and in basic mill tary tactics. Moreover, sabota.ge activi­
ties were carried out from this headquarters. Johnny Mead was getting to 
be a dyed-in-the-wool guerrilla.. 

On 15 July Head received the following telegram.: llOongratulationl 
on your good work and regards from your Oolonel and your friends. Sigl1ad 
liefiin." 

Jllviaquis Violette t was attacked in force by German troops and Vichy 
French HUice on 21 July. The group was forced to withdraw a,nd disband. 
But in accordance wi th pre-arranged :olans, the me:o. of the gr0'lW ren­
dezvoused a week la.ter at another position near :Pic de :Rochefort. thirt~T 

kilometres Southwest of E.oanne. At this time the Germans, faced with 
disaster in the ::orth, were intensifyine their attacks a.gainst ·the tAQ.uia 
throughout the rest of France. ThEl I,~quis were reorganized into small. 
~orqpact groups of men who were by now well trained; :?nd Mead was moved ' 
with his O'otq;l to wor1-:: the area :~orthwest of Rorome. Here. Mead and hie 
group begin intensively to interfere with Ger!lllUl cOlllw:unications. and to 
engage in road, telegraph and railway ~abotage. 

At Fragny. the group of twen.ty-eight n:en led by lV:ead found theIr.­
selves on e hill surrounded 'by Ger..aBn forces. The first information l"ead ..
 
race!ved was tlo.at a patrol of thirty Germans was moving u;p the hill
 
tm.:a.rds him. Instead of retreating in the face of such a small force.
 
1·1ead decided to defend his :position. He gave the order to fire. Un­

fortUIl3.tely. the ini'ormation he had rece!ved proved) as usual, to be
 
incorrect, because after four minutes of continuous firing he observed
 
that his 'Pod tion was surrounCiad by ClOse to six hundred Germans. Nead 
decided to lead his men in a 'break-through to safety. Oautiously, the 
I'1aquis sl1J;lIJed down the hill as the Germans moved up. At the 'bottom of 
the hill was a field ani!. at the edge of the field a road, Highway 82, ran. 
The Germans had :Cast ca.rs, armed d th machine-guns patrolling the road. 
Led b~' I.fead, the !'Iaquis group crawled across the f'ield. l-iead waited 
until the cars were at the greatest distance from his ~osit1on, and then 
gava the signal. The men leaped across the road. One armored. car swung 
sharply around and opened. up wi th 1ts m.,?cmr..e-guD.. Mead. coUld hear the 
bullets whistling about his ears. :But his tl:aquis aide, an Alsaclan, stood 
up and fired his tOmInJ'-gun. The German machine-gun was silenced. 

i-feadls group had suffered casualties. but he had led most of his 
men to safety. Uead himself, however, 'WaS not yet out of danger. Be 
and his staff of four were being hot1:r 'Pursued "oy six ~alice. Head and 
nis men headed. fOT the [01re. At his order. the four men split up, two 
going North an<' two South. I·!ead anc.'l his Alsacian aide were tor-ether. 
Reaching the Loire, 2nd still pursued, they dove in and swam, under fire 
froo the !aliee, the two hundred feet to the op:oosi te shore. They 
reached safety and. later rendeZVOu.{H~d wi th the rest of the group. 
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At Tarare, 14:ead led a unit of sixty men, :part of a force of three 
hundred and sixty. in an attack against twelve hundred Germans. Dis­
playing a brilliant commond of field tactics, Mead dieposed his small 
force so skillfully that the:r Qucceeded in demoralizing and routing a 
large ~oup of Germans, preventing them from retreating, and driving 
them lnto the handEl of Canadian paratroopers. ~ib.en Mead entered Tarare 
he found the bodies of nine Frenchwomen and three Frenchmen. Mead dis­
covered the caUB6 of their dea.th. It seems that they had been driving 
down a road ani! had. been shot in c.old blood by a retreating Gerrean 
ortieer. 

~is is only one example of German atrocities to \'lhich Mood oan 
personally attest. At St. Yan he saw the 'bodies of thirty unarmed men 
who had been slaughtered at the entrance to tho town's hotel. And at 
St. Oingolph there were the 800 people~ of all ages, massacred in a 
church. This is quite besid.e the instances of individual torture, the 
mutilated, burned and broken bodies of I-read I s own comrades wao ha.d fallen 
into German hands. 

Finally, on ro August. a.s the Allies advanced in France, the efforts 
and. sacrifices of the Resistance bore its final fruit. Roanne was 
evacuated. by the Germans and all German control in the area ceased. 
On 23 .b.~st r,iead received the following w1re~ "Aclvise me present work 
not in line of duty. Suggest you return immediately if poss!ble. DonIt 
take an:y chances. S:l.gIled, Heflin. II Thi s wire may seeH to cast a dubious 
light on Neadls stay in fiance. Actually, USSW' had issued secret 
orders that he remain and work with the Resistance. !Ehat is wh¥ Oolonel 
Heflin' fl wire was not in the form of a direot order. but was rather a 
IlsU&gestionU that l-!ead return uii' poss!'b1e. 11 

At any ra,te, the Germans were cleared out and the work of the 
Resistance in that area was at an end. On 24 August. therefore r r'Iead 
joined Lt. Peitme1er. who bad been the navigator on Lt. S1roon r s crew ••• 
in Roanna. They remained there until the roads were cleared, and on 
5 S~tember left for Lyon together. From Lyon they went to Amberieu 
and from there they caugjl.t a ride in a :B-2l5 to Salon. From Salon they 
flew in a 0-47 to Oaserta, Italy, arriving on 8 September. Mead was 
interviewed by General Cabel~ Headquarters lIliAF. who requested that 
l·.iead return to France to aid in the work of the _-\ir Foroe Recovery Unit. 
On 10 September. Head received orders from General Spaatz, placing him 
on detached service with AeRU 'if2 for an indefini te "period. So Reitmeier 
went on to .ringland, and I·lead, a.fter cabling the news of' his survival 
to Dorothy, hi $ wife t returned to E'rE'..1lce • • • • 

Johnny l,~ea.d returned to :iim.gland. at last r on 4 }iovenl"oer. to find 
that it was now Captain John :So I·!eaa.. Horeover t he had been rt'commended 
for a Silver StarUfor gallantry in a.ction against an armed and determined 
enemy. while engaged in a special assignment wi th the French Forces of 
the Interior. II 
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