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The Author

Karl QAISSER

iajor#

Born 17 lar 1880
Ludwigsaburg,
Viuerttembary.

Karl GAILUER first jolned the Army in
1900 ag a second lleutenant 6f fislu artillery.
In 1899 ha underwent training at the Command
and Staff School, Engers, and in 1907-08
studied Orientul languages at the Univerality
of derlin in preparatlion for a c¢areer in the
colonial sorvices, Iln 1908 he was transforred
to tho Reioch Colonial Off'ice and sent to the
Frotectorate of Togoland, a Ueyman colony
whioh was later inoorporntad into Frunch Lgua=-
torial. Africa, from which he wac transfarred
to the Cameroons, also incorporated into Fronoh
Equatorial Africa after World War I. In Novem=
ber 1914 GALSSER was taken priscner by the liri-
tiah and sent to England, where he remained une-
t1l sent to Switzarland in Novamber 1917, He
remained internsed in Switzerland until July
1918, whan he was releuajsad and returned to Gere-
mony . !

From 1920=33 GALSSER garvad in the Wuerte
temberg Police lorce. In 1033 he reylzned his
position and emigrated to Bruzll. There ne
acted aa honorary-oonsul from 1956 to 1942 and
wias then repatrlated to Germuny together with
other German diplomate. 1n the zame year he
was placed in charge of tho Police Training Cen-
ter, Oranienburg, Uerlin, where he trained poli-
ce officera and NCO's for foreign gervioce,

From June 1943 to Decembor 1943 GAISJER was
in ocommand of the Re,ular Police in Croatia,
Yugoslavia, wilth headquarters at Zagreb, and at
the same time served as advisor to ths Croatian
Military Polioce School at BjJelovar. Early in
1045 he was sent to the ZI on alck leave. He
was discharged from the aservice in larch of the

08Mo YOGI. -

& 1eat rank was Colonel of the Polioce Force.
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CLOSSARY

Orpanization in Barlin
Reichsfushrer S5 Himmler . Reloh Commander of the SS.

Sicherheitshauptamt National Department of Security
Off'ice of t he Helch Cownander,
35 Politlosl Polios,

SD or Sioharheitsdienst Seourity Serviocs of the 38 -

der S3 exooutive organ of the National
Dapartment of Security and the
Agencies controlled by it.

Hauptamt Ordnungapolizel National LDepartment of the
' Regular Police =~ The central
office for all affairs of tha
uniformed police. 1t was under
the Jurisdiction of tho Ministry
ot ths Interior and the Reloh
Commander of the 85,

Schutzpolizel Protective Police -~ Included the
‘ Munioipal, the Rural, the Water-
ways and t he }*ire Protection
Pollce.

Orzanization in Croatia
Befehlshaber des RISS in The Representative in Croatia
Kroatien of the Reich Commander of the 38«
Major General of the SS (SS Grup=
penfuehrer) Kammerhofer.

Befehlshaber des Sicharheits-
dlenstes Commander of the Security Service
in Croatiae.

Befehlshaber der Ordnunga=- Commander of the CGerman Regular
polizei Police in Croatia - later ree !
deaignated the German-Croatian
police. Thin post initially was
held by a colonel of polioce but vho
was later up-graded to a brie
gadler general of police.
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Croatian Orgsnization:

Poglavnik Leader, the honorary titls of Ante Pavelic,
the head of the Croatian State.

Uastasha A natlionaliatic Croatlan party of exileas,
which had its headquarters in Italy during
the Yugoslavian regime. Its organization
regembled that of the National Scoialist
Party in Germany.

Geographioal Termg

gora or gorje mountalin range

planje - mountain plateau
grad - clty

mall , - amall

veliki - large

dol je - lower

novi - new

RIEGIONAL ORGANIZATION

There were four districta: Zagreb, Banja Luka, Osijek and
Sarajevo.

Each distriot was controlled by a District Commander (of Zagreb,
etc,), who waa an 85 offlcer with military rank equivalent to
that of colonel or brigadier general. There were also within
eaoch district a commander of the Seocurity Service and a camn=’
mander of the German~(roatian polige.

Speoial detachmeénts of the Seourity Service, whioch were execu~
tive agencles of the Security Service oconsisting of several
interrogation groups with corrssponding auxiliary units, were
stationsd in all larger cities.
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S3 and Polics Regiments -~ partly or fully motorized combat
units of the Protective Police were activated by the National
Department of the Regular Polioce (German) for oombat misaions,
usually behind the front. They were asaigned to occupled
territortes according to need.

35 Divisions, whiclhi wore combat units activated by the National
Department of_Seocurity (German) for combat service at the
fronte The Reich Commander of the 83 had a desciding voice as
to thelr employment,

RULES OF PRONUNCIATLON

o - tz, Topolovac = Topolovatz

c - tsoh, Binag = DUlhatoch, Pfavelic =~ Pavelitch
o «  gh, Bostine e« Sheshtine, Naslice « Naghitze
£ = 8h, Kriz - Krish (at end of word) .

e - dJ, GJjurglevac =~ Djurdjevatsz.
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Poreword by Genersal lMranz HALLER, former Chief of

(Germun Army Gonerul Stafrl

This ls a partioularly veluable manuscript. Besides
pfeaenting vary informative examples of partisan warfare,
which are illlustrated with excellent sketches, 1t provides
& good insight 1into the terrorist methods by meana of which
a dlsciplined partisan organization could force into itas ser-
vice an inherently peaceful and anti~-partisan rural populée-
tion, as well as the system and methods of.command of organized
partisan bands. 1t also shows, however, that the partisan
threat oar. only be countered by systematlo combat conducted
with adequate forces, and not by halfe-moasures and imprqvi-
sations., sSufficlently comprohensive, systematio preventive
meagures, if taken in time, can nip in the bud &all attempts
to build up a partisan movement and avold later expenditure
of effort and psinful sacrifices. Effectlve propaganda among
the population of a'region fhraatened by pertisans plays an

oésentlal part in such preventive measurea.

/s/ Franz HALDER
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Koenigsteln/launus, 19 3eptember 1950

Introduction by General liana von GHELPFENZERG

The firsgt section of the manusoript deals with the
gltuation in Croatlia as well as the milltary and political
organization of the partisans and of the German ocoupation
forces from 1942 on.

The gsecond section containe tactiocal examblee of parti-
san warfare presonted in the form of soparate narrations, in
each of which the Gorman and enemy measures and, where suitabe
le, the praotical knowledge gained thersby are set forth,

In a ghort concluding chapter the princlpal inferences
that can be drawn and lessons that oan be learned are sagain
summarized. The essay 1s naturally not an exhoustive de-
soription of the military history of guerilla warfare in
Croatia;’ relliable dooumonts and mapes are lacking for this
purpose. It ig based solely on the author's reconstruotion
fron memory of repourts and memoranda ﬁritten on the basis of
actual experience whioh he submltted at the time under dis~
cussion to the central headquarters of the Hegular Police at
Berlin for prdining purposes, and confines i%tself to describe

ing the nature of the partisan war in Croatia between Juns
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1943 and October 1944. |

The partlisun movement in Croatia deserves special
notice because it developed from different motives and
therefore often took on other forms than did tie guerilla
warfare in lussla or in the Serbo-Uraeco-ilacedonian region
of the ialkans.

In Croatia, we have to do with a national struocture,
newly oreated aftoer the collapsa of Yugoslavia, a.state
which was 1lnitially more or less under italiun, but later
oompletely under German influence. After all 1s said and
done, it was an allied astate, the administratlon and police
organs of which, though precariously established, were auto-
nomoui, and the population of which was by no means uniform
in its viewa. In all other theatere of war where the Jerman
Wehrmacht cams into contact with partlasns, the Wehrmacht was
in enemy territory and had to assume & corieaponding attitude.

The author, Police Colonel Karl GAISUER, was assigned to
the oommander of the regular police in Croatia from June 1943
to November 1944 and, after an indocirination perlod of three
montha, waa put at the disposal of the Croatian rural police
as an adviser. He peraonally participated in some of the |
actions desoribed.

During his:term aa oommander of the Police School for

Service Abroad#, Oranienburg, tﬂe author had already ooocupied

® Pollcelschule fuer Auslandsverwendunge
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himself with anti-partisan warfare. &t this school he had
direated two courses, in each of whioch twenty=five to thirtye

five pollce officers and 400=500 sergeants (/oghtmelister)re-

ceived training, who were gubsequently aasigned to police
units in the East, the Salkans and in Africa.

Besides this, the author has had abundant pragtical
oxparience in military police service abroad, having aserved
for four years as a district commander in the former German
protectorate of Togoland. and with the German Army in the
Cameroons during World War I, after which he spent nine

years in the lnterior of Srazlil.

/8/ von GREIFFENBERG
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THE SITUATION IN CROATIA AFIER 1942

(Swe Sketoh 1)

After the dafeat of Yugoslavia on 17 April 1841,

Croatia at first came into the Italian aphere of influencs,
Italy belng interested primarily in the coast of Dalmatia

and the lslands off that ocoast. 1n the spring of 1943, Italy
" gave up her prodomlinent poaitlon in Croatia, trunsferring
this area to German gupervlision but retaining her sphere of
influenoce on the Dalmatlan coast. After the defeotion of
Bhdoglio, in Septembﬁr 1943, the Italian units and staffs in
Oroatia which had not been previously disbanded were taken
into German gustody.

The Italian measures to sacure the country againat
guerillas wore 1nadequat§. The will, and berhaps even the
necesaary forces, to combat the guerilla threat effectively
were laoking. From Croatia came the reproach that the ltallans
were intentionally lukewarm Iin this struggle agalnst the
guerillas in order that they might have a reason to maintain
the ocoupation of the "autonomous" state of Croatia, which
meanwhile had been recognized as an ally, and thus prove the
necesalty of their continued presence in the Balkana.

" The hastily established Croatian state admitted.y had
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guickly covered the land with a net of adminlatrative officos
and pollce stations copled I'rom ;hé Itslian model, but mili-
tary units capable of beling usead in ocombat came into creation
only gradually. oince the administration was directed by the
Ustasha, which was highly dlsllked in the country and was
supported at most by one-tenth of the population, and since
the Ustasha considered its prime miassion to be the supprsssion
of ita political opponents within the Croatian towns, the
guerilla bands forming in mountain neats were not.seriously
threatened but could work at thelr organization and systemati=-
cally extend the areas under their control.

Vihen the German polioe'took over the protection of the
coﬁntry in the apriﬁg of 1943, the partisans controlled the
Bosnian Karst to the line Slunj - Bihac - Kljus - Gorika
Vakuf, and north of the Save river the ridges of the bilo
gora aond of the Papuk, the heart of the Fruaka gora and
smaller border regions. Hoads close to these areus could on=
ly be used under protection of an essort. i'rom 1944 on,
Tito's partisans received thelr supplies from the Allles in
inoreaning measure by air drop and by sea. VWith the fall of
Belgrade in the autumn of 1944; the front reached Croatian
porritory. '

The Croatian population &t firast had welcomed German ine

tervention, since they expected therefrom more effective pro-
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teotion than the Italliens had vouchsafed them against the
EOMAting partisan aotivity. The more evident it became that

tpe initiative was passing to the partisans, in cansejuence

of OGerman weakness, the greater were the numbers that went
over to the partisans. In the summer of 1944, evon univorsity
students from Zagreb served for months in nearby partisan
territory vhile allegedly spending the vacation with country
relatives. The deéiro to seok favor with the Tito party
against the eVeht of a Cerman defeat gradually seized the
entire upper strata of the Croatian bourgeoisie, whase guiding
prinoiple was to avert or at least to limit the destruotion of

Croatian property.
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PARDPISAN OLOAGLLATION LW URCATIA
(ee Sketeh 1)

ﬁ partisan group, the Chetniks, had formed inu Serdian
territory from dispersed elementa of the former Yugoslavisn
Army. The Italian commanders did nbt fight it energotioaliy,
and there were even several instances of mutual toleration.
At the defection of Badoglio, toleration developed into ?pon
support of the Chetniks throupgh the asale of weapons. In
Lognia, the Chatniks were &lao on South Grgatian soll., In
the beginning they were treated .forvearinglye.
| independent of this group and in open opposition to it
because of its encroachment on Croatian territory, a Croatian
partisan group had developed under the leadership of Josip
Bros, alias Tito, a Cronp oeducated in MOSQQW. In a short
time, this group had placed itself 1n sole possesalon of the
‘urmoo mountalin region and from there procesded to organize
the partisan movement in Losnla and Dalmatia and on both lid;l
of the Save rivere.

The objectives of the partisan movement were separated
into clearly defined phases. First efforts were directed at
establighing areas in the moat remote foreast and mountain

regions in which the partisana could build up thelr organizat-

fon without interference. ' The next phase was the expansion
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of theaso arnas. lore und more villages were drawn into the
partisan-controlled area, so that the partisans ocould live
off thom and also to prevent manpower and provisions from
alding the German war effort. As a result, recruiting for
Jerman uniteg and the provislioning of those units and the
Crnatian territory protectad by them repldly beocamo more and
more diffiocult. The objectives which have bsen outlined above
led to combat ugainat all Uerman and Croatian forces oammitted
for partisan warfare. The tactlioul principle followed by
the partisans was to retreat whaenever tha eneuny was superior
in strength, even 1f this maant that tehporarlly they lLad to
abandon their principal hldlng pluocea.

Aftear the autumn of 1943, the initiative passed into
the hands of the partlssana. uerman and Croatian protective
units wers attaocked 1in inoraaalng moasure, and the partisan
sphere of influence was extended to the vicinlty of the larger
cities and the principal lines of communicationa, which were
protected by the Wehrmacht. The all-out attack on thess vital
lines was the last phase. In 1lts timing, it coincided with
the retirement of the front line of battle to Croatia in the
autumn of 1944. The inclusion of this line of battle in the .
partisan territory concluded the war of oxtermination against
‘the foreign invader.

In agoordance with the objectives already stated, the



MS # P=-066D «10=
partisan organization was active in the following threo
fieldas

1. The administration of the area dominated by partisanas,

2. The formation, in regions not yet dominated, of an
underground net, which asaumed functinnal duties when the
rezgion was drawn into the partisun controlled area.

3. The aotivation and maintenance of combat.units in
the partligan=held area, and the employment of these unita
outgide thls area.

Ad 1. Administrative agenclies, which took Croatian
sharaoteristics into conalderation but wore modelled an the
Ruasian orlginal, were set up in all areas in which the parti-
sans had complete control. These bodies were run by political
commiasars, and, beaildes satialying the need of the partisans
themgelvea, their funot;on was to cure fof the poorer sect-
ions o; the population at the expense of the more well-to-do.
In the primary phase, they salso had the funotlon of loocal
headquarters. Communist-Titolst propaganda was immediately
diageminated. Walls and the sides of houaes were plastered
with sultable poateras. ‘

Ad 2., The developemnt & an underground nat in any
region waas always preceded by the estublishment of hideaways
in the highest and most inaccessible parts of woodaed mountain

ranges. From such a hideout, recruiters scoured the vicinity
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far and wide, sought out seoret collaborators nﬁd pledged
them to help the partisans.

The first obJeotﬁ of attack were the smallest settle-

ments, those which were situated far up at the heads of the

, higheat valleya. In effect, the plan of operations was ale
waya the same. About midnight, same village outside the
partisanes area would be surrounded. &ha village otreets
would be secured Ly patrola and the delivery of brovialona
and storea deomanded. Through the windows of the houaes was
passed the cammand, "Make no nolse. Come to tbé'door.“ Then,
"In an hour we shall take & ham, five loaves of bread, a

“kilogram of butter, twenty eggs, & wicker-bottle of wine

ard A ;heet." Latsr the rogquisitions were extended to all
sorta of necessary artioleos, including bullding materials
and mahpowor.' Carefully prepared lists were drawn up for
the collectiona by secret party membera. The loaders on the
spot were always party members from other villages, so that
the party membars.or the same village would not Vbe roQonléd.
Contributions were levied only from woll=to=-do people, and
no more was requisitioned than tﬁe géoup ocould ocarry away
immedlately. After the booty had Deen oollected, after three
or four hours'at the most, the whole band disappeared noise-
leasly fran the vzllige,' Resistance was impossible and was
not attempted. In most cases not even a report of the indident
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reached the proper Croatliun uuthoritios: if the general
gltuastion permitted, the villuge which had be~n tamed in
this manner wus then incorporated into partisan territory.

Ad 3. ‘T'he mouile combat unit of the partisan waa the
battulion, about 300-400 gtrong. JAs 2 rule, suoh small fore
mations algo were culle& brisades. Lator, divisions and
corps algo appeared, but these deaigndlions hardly alded
in determining thelr combat gtrongtn. ‘

“he tralning wus very asevere, and lron dilscipline was
onforced. Unoonditlonal chbadlenge wasg demsanded, and punishe
mant was determlned by a group of comrades degiynated by the
leadar. A shot through the buck of the neck was no unusual
puniahmont~for cowardice and traltorism. <The execution was
oarried out before the assembled unit by the one next in line
to the offendar.

Equipment was aa simple as oan te imagined, consiating
of a ¢ivilian sult with or without inalgnia, & pun and
ammunition. “Yhe men went barerooﬁ or wore opanken, sandale
like Serbian footwear. <JLhey alept on the bare ground and
in the open when no huts ware avallable. Uesides thelr ‘own
equipment, the men had also to carry the necessary supplles.
Orgnnio combat trninq appeared onlj in the later, more de~-
veloped atagoﬁ. Nativeo, including Qcmon, and priscners of

war were usod ag carrierd.
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Great value was placed upon ability in night marching.
Marches of forty kilometerse per night far several nights in
succegsion, along patha.and with full loads, wers the normal
porformanca required of a battallion. In this way the transe-
fer of a unit from the Bosnian mountains to tho massif north
of Las Jave wug pocasible in two or three nights. The routes
were carefully reconnoitered. On principle, only footpatha |
and hunting or sheep tralls woro used. The detacbﬁants
marched in uingie file, avoiding villagea. Jrom gector to
na;tof the commanders loocated the local underground, which
had been reported by couriers. Main cammunication lines
were orossed vertically end whanever poasible at night, with
gpecial geourity measures and in out-ol~tho=way places, while
'ltreams wore forded in the moat remote apots. The day's reat
tﬁon followed, deep in thae woods or in some partisan v;llage.
Tho Bosnian mountaiﬁa offered extensive proteotion but
1ittle chance for collecting provisions, and 8o ths first re-
cognizable operational objeotive of the partisans was to
brocuro food for the men conocsntrated there. Brigades, in
battalion atfongth, were slipéod out of this reglon into the
reglon north of the Save. There they fattened themsolvea for
thfee weeks on requisitioned food and then, heavily loaded
with proviaionﬁ, were rotated with new brigades, whioch brought
with them ammunlﬁion as well as medioal and technical supplies.
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Sinoce no effeotiva countermeasures were taken againat thease
developmenta, exceptionally capable partisan ccmbat units '~
and extensive purtisan areas developed in the manner desoribed
above. Special features of combat training were firing
discipline, oxploitntién of forest, bush and other terrain
cover, qQuick movements, carefully oontflvod agsaults and
noiseless disangagement from the enemy. 7The dispersion of
qntlre unita, filtration through enemy ;}nea and the art of
éemaining in individual concealment while the Qnemy forces
passed, in order then to re-agsemble at scme distaht meeting

point, were forms of movement that were completely mastered.
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GERUMAN ORGAHLZATLON AND BATTIE COMMAND
(See Sketoh 1)

The following German agenoles were in Zagreb in the

sunmer of 1943¢

The German genersl ncéredited tb the Croatian
Government, Ueneral von Ulalge-Horatenau.

The accredited representative of the Reioh Commander
of the 35, Major General of the 53 Kemmerhofar.

the, Uerman ambassador, Majd; General of the SA Kasche,
Eaoh recelved his instruotions from a differont office, von
Glalse~tioratensu trom tho Wehrmaoht High Commund, Kammerhofer
rrqn.the National Department of Sscurity#, which was controlled
by Himmler, and Kasche from the Foreign Office, controlled by
von Kibventrop. The autonomous stute of Croatia had its own
war department, and the Croatian rural end regular police were
under the authority of the Department of the Interior. Both
depsartments received detailed inatructions from Ante Pawdiic,
the c¢lever and vergatile Poglavnik, or Chlef of 3tate, a
Croatian nationalist who maintained an sttitude of reserve
toward italy and who was pro-Germun and anti-Serdblian. The
ocollaboration of these four groups rovolved around a division

of dutles, each group endeavoring to avoid roppon-&bnity Dy |

the moat unpleasant tasks.

# GSicherheitshauptamt
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he prinoiple responsibility of the Wehrmacht# was the

pratection of the Cillj,- Zagreb = Belgrade railway line,
'which was the major supply line to Greece. Of secondary imr‘
portance were the branch lines Zagreb - Ogulin - Susak and
Brod - Sarajevo - Mostar - Dubrovnik and Vinkovei = Osijek.
Only territorial reserves## and tfaining units were permanently
sgaigned, combat troops being assigned temporarily according
t0 requirementa. |

‘ The aotual mission of combatting the partisans was the
responaibility of the Uerman-Uroatiasn police, an assignment
which they shared with the Croatian State. The organization
of.th; German=Croatian police wag based upon Croatian pro-
vinolal and county divisions, 1t was divided into a soourit&
gervice and a uniformed regular po}ioe forces The repressntati-
ve of the Reich Commander of tbo‘ss was supported by the come
mandera of the security service and Of the regular police.
Pour districts were established, each with a diatriot commande
ing officer, with headquartera in Zagreb, Banja Luka, Oaijek'
Aand-SaraJevo. Bihao waa intended to be & fifth diatriot, dut
it fell into the hands of the partlisans before its organizatlon.-
was completed, The distriot commander in each diatriot was

& German Armed iforces.
% Landaturm I and Il, tralned and untrained reserves over

forty-five years ot agee
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& senlor S5 offlcer with the rank of S3 brigadier ggnernll

, (Brigadefuehrer), who actually had full command authority
within his zone and waa responsible for all operations. Com=
manding officera of both.the segurity service and the rﬁgular
police userved under him. Initlally these posta ware held by
ortiqers witii the rank of major or lieutenant colonel, but
later the rank was ralsed to that of colonel.

The sacurlty service suparvised politiéul developments

~ in the oountry. 1lts princlpal duties were the collection of
reportas and the broaecution of political opponents. Its exe-
cutive agenclies oons;atod of aseveral interrogation groupa.
‘1ts personnel were national and ethrio# Germans. The regular
poliée orgnnized'combnt troopa, ocarried out security and com-
bat Inatruotions and provided proteotion for the operations
of the Security Service. It was led by Ggrmqn gendarme or
police officers, and eagh company oontainea 8ix to eight Gers
man gondarm§ or police techniocal sergeants [Whohtmeiatej?,_with
Croatian enliated men. C{roats who had received appropriate ,
tralning in the Yugoslavian service could alao serve as officers
ané non-oocmmisaioned officors.’ '

The Croats were good fighfcra'and knew the ‘oountry, and

same of them had received military training. Llnterpretera

chosen from among the ethnlc Germans malntained liaison with

¥ Volksdeutsche - Foreign nationals of Oerman extraction.
\ .
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the Croatian personnel. Each squad was supposed to have an in-
terpreter, but often & platoon had only one or fwo. All Croats
who aserved as officers could speak German. A& a rﬁle the Ger=-
man officers and non-commissioned officers came directly from
the gendarme and police services 1n‘Germany. Thelir training
tof pertissn combat conalated of service with'the Aray in
World War I, a three or four month training course at a gen-
'darme or police school and the exercise of their 6ooupation

in the ZI or in occupled territories. The company GOm@anderl
and the non-commissioned officers were very often over-age.

The formation of the units progressed step by step, and
replacements were continuously fed to the headquarters. The
desire to adapt themaselves to the Croatian administrative
organizaetion resulted in heudquarters' funneling the replace=-
'menta that cams to them rignﬁ on to the larger ocounty centeras.
There companies were forﬁed for training and to augﬁont the
combat strengtﬁ of the'lqcal Croatian gendarme posts, whom thay
were to support in oombatting the parfihana in the'oounty zone.
Posts in platoon strength wors placed in endangered villages
by the companlese. |

A larger county town could be heacribeq somewhet as
tbllowa. The administraticn was handled by the Croatien
proreof, who iaa.supportad by a, bodyguard of Uatashas as well

as by‘a OCroatian gendarme station of from twenty to forty
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rmens Thego latter performed police dutles in muoh'the aaﬁe

way as the Itallan Carabinierl, Physlcally separated from:
them, au German-Uroatian police compuny, under the command of

a8 distriot firat or second licutenant, ﬁun_quarteroa ina
schoolhouse, brewery or some such bullding, wh;oh wos proteocted
by barbed wire and window barrlondos.. It aserved primarily as a
training center. Around the police barracks, the dally life

in the oity of 8,000-10,000 iphabitanta proceeded as it had
.;n peacetime, ' ‘

' The eqﬁipmcnt of the polio; companies was at first very
primitive. It consisted chlofly of oaptureﬁ long Krench
rifles, one or two light machine guns and some submachine
éuns. All means of trunsportation, including field kitohens,
kad to be improvised. The most that could by reasonabdly ex-
peoted of suoch a oompuany was the protectién of ita own confdr
and of areas within a r&dlua of twenty kilometers. .The quality
of 1its training depended in declsive measure on the training
and military profioionoy of the post commander, who had to’
feal his way carefully in ﬁérking out bias line of actioﬁ;
Superviéion and guidance by the responsible commander of the
regular polico was Iimited to general directlions and occsalonal
short inspection tours. After the defeotlon of Badoglio, whioh
made possible the selzing of ltdlian atocks, the equipment

aituation improved.
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All outpost unita of campany strength or less were
weloame targets for partisan attacks, and many men were lost
in suoch attacks. They were the ones that bore the brunt of
Himmler's order that under no circumstances was any position
to be glven up without hisvoxpreas permiasion. The permission
never arrived at the right time.

It was only after numerous reports hnd been sent in that
Berlin recognized the necessity to activate combat troops in
regiments and much time passed befors these regimenta wore
ready for action. Once the front line of battle reached
Croatian soll they had to be moved into action there, but
during the training phaase they played an effective part in
roainﬁing local pa?tiaan pressure in the localities where they
were stationed. .

The Croatian state had two organizations intended for
anti-partisan combat, na:_nely, ths Croatinn'Army and the Cro-
atian rural police. The Croatian Amy, at firat with Italian
and lator'with German support, activated regimenta of the .
mountain infantry type, which fought at ondangorgd pointa with
laudable aggressivensss in splte of inadequate equipment. They
wore used primarily in Boania and Dalmatis, and from 1644 onward
oambat divislong were trained on German troop traialng grounds
and then sent to the front, The Crostimn rursi poliice manned
smaller gendarme posta, spread out over the county. The peraonnel,

the majority of whom had been taken over from the Yugoalavian
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areg and trained by oxpori&poed gendarme officers of imperinl
Afustrian mintage, had a wide knowledge of the repglon and its
people, wore trusted by them and were elffioclsnt. They gave
the German=Croatian police units valuable assistance during |
oparationa. BDeyond that, howover, the posts, as excecutive
instruments of the Croatiun government, worse tied to their
own area. As far as the Croatian police in the larger cltles
were concarned, there wam no question of using them in Bombat
against thg pﬁrtlaans. '

The Ustasha, the politlcal party of the Poglavnik, also
sotivated oombat forces, of which amall units devoted themselves,
in a manner similer to the German security service, to com-
bapting thelr Yugosiavinn opponents, an action which did not’
"incrense the populeriby of the ruling party. In 1944, firast.

,one and then two divisions were activated as an elite gpuard,
the bodyguard of the Poglavanik. These units performed well

{n anti-puptisan action in the Zagreb - Varazdin - Koprivnica -
sjelovar region. '

After the sumnier of 1943, the battle command against the
partisans was 1n the hands of the representative of the Relgch
Commander of the SS, who then co-ord;naﬁed tne measures of the
Croatian government with hls own aims, while adapting those

aimg to the limits drawn by the Armee gruppet# in Belarade.

Headquarters of the reinrorood German army stationed 1n
Yugonlavin.
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Alr foreces appeared only in isolated cases 15 1943. ‘he
airport in Zazreb wag under ltierman and Croatlian administrution
and gorved aa & trunsit fleld and for pasgenger traffice. One
solitary leselor Storchs waa avalluble to the 43 representative
in 1843, and not until the following apring was there assigned
to Zagreb a small bombardment wing, which, among other things,
Joined in the fighting around BanjJa Luka.

In the beginning, the security of the Adrlatic waas Italy's
responsibility. After ltgly's.dereotion in 1943, the patroll-
ing of the coast was organized from Trieste ﬁy thalaermnnl,
but ammunition and supplios could not be provented from reach-

ing the partisans.

# German liaison plane.
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PACTICAL EXAMPLES ROV THE PARTISAH VAR
- {See keteh 2) K

Combing the Biloc Gora and the Papuk, 6-18 July 1943

The Situatlion

The rénlizgtion that something decisive had to Ve done
to hinder the eatablishment of guerilla ﬁands in the wonded
mountaln rangéu north of the 3ave led to a major Arive in
July 1943 against the Bilo gora and the Papuk, an attack \
which was planned and executed by the Wehrmaoht. A regiment
of the'partially motorized 100th Light Infantry Division was
made available on short notice by the Wehrmacht High G&mmand
for this purpose, A training battalion of the Wehrmacht
from Bjelovar and one from Brod. also participated in the
operation, as well as several Croatlan Army units, operational
units of the security service, German-Croatian bolioo companies
from the distriéts of Zagreb and Osijek and Croatlan gendarme
units, |

The territory held by the partisans extended frOm'Moati,\
fifteen kilometers south of Koprivnica, in a southeasterly
direction over the roreaé slopes of the Bilo gora to the Papuk
moﬁntalﬁ’rango, which was regarded as its center. Several
paitiean brigédes whioh were fit. for combat had been reported

in the Papuk. The Moslavacka gora and the Psun] were outlying
[}
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partisan bases. Tho railway lines Zagreb = Lrod - Balgrade
and Vinkovoil - Osijek were in operation. Partisan under=

ground aotivity was to e expected in greater or lesser de-
gree in the whole region adjoining the partisan ocontrolled

arecs.

The-cbjectiva

To olear the Billo gora and the Papuk of auoriila banda.
Cannand ] .
The ocmmander of the 100th Light Infantry Livigion,
Brigadier General von Axt, with headquarteras first at XKopri-
vnica and later at Virovitica, which was protectad by a
Croafian Army battalion.
| The Plan of Operations

- Onoce the foreground nad‘Leen cleared, the b4th Hifle '
legiment, whioh had been reinforced to four-battalion atrength,
was to begin with the Glogoves -~ Xrigz = Topolavac - Kapela =
Hampovioa = GJjurgjevac sector and then systematically to ocmb
the. Bilo gora section by section with the aid of one battery
and one ocompany of engineera. Croatian and dorman units were
to oclear. out the foreground to the west and southwest and force
the partisans into the poocket formed by the rifle regiment.

The partisans were to be driven from all sldes toward the
ocenter of 'the Papuk range in ayhchronizad movements. The

Koprivnica ='Virovitioa - Djakovo - Osijok highway, north of
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the Bllo gora, and the Zagreb - lvanicyrad - Novaka ~ Brod’
rail line, gouth of the range of wooded mountains, were to
‘serve as supply routes.

Regults Achieved

Since the net was'tOO'W1dely meshed and the number of
troops too small, the partisans, after socme initianl re-
slatance, escaped onsirclement in all direotioha through the
dense forest. Not a single partisan was caught in the net,
and only surprised civilians were taken prilsoner. Since the
combing operation was ocarried out in a single wave, it was

extromely easy for the partisans to re-asaemble behind 1it.
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HO” THE B4TH RIFLE HTGLMENT PEMPORMED 1TSS MISSION

The regiment had been assigned a' training dbattalion
and thus reinforced to four battalions. 1t was divided
into two groupa, one of which was to form a cordon while
the other oarried out the combing. The ﬁronp deaignated
for the ocombiny opesration carried light combat equipment
.and advanced on a broad front at right angled to the contour
of the mountain chain, moving o&ar the intervening hills to
th@ blocking line where 1ts motorized train awaited lt.'
After the arrival of the oombing unit, tho motorized blook=
ing unit awiftly moved ahead down the vﬁlloy tot he now
blooking 1ine.around the next seotor. Excesslve fatigue on
the part of either group was avoided by alternating thoge
asgignments. The narrowor aldes of the gector were ologed '
ofr‘by special detachments, whioch pnrpicipatod as noedod in
the Jjob of driving the partlsans into the pockét. For the
combing operations, specific routes and objootives were
aaaignod to the individual oompanles, whioh advenced in a
direct 1ins on the ordered objeotivea with their flanks
secured. XNo thorough gsearch of the combed région gould be
made, aa the day's objectlv; had to Pa reached. and the number
of participating troops was npt sufficlient for such astion.
There were gaps all over in tbgllino.'througb which the par=



tigsans could sllp out or in which they could hide until the

drive had passed.
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THL TACTICH O THE PARPISANS

At various villages on the perimeter of their area which
had already teen organlized as baaeé and contained supply de~
pots, the partisdna at }irst offered onergetioc resiastance,
taotlically well prepared but primltive in’ respect to matariel.
The suporior weapons of the VWehrmacht, espsclally the light
and medium mortars and heavy mabhlne ;una, soon forced the
partisana to give up combat. It seems that they originally
aimed at concentrating all their combat units in the Papuk
mountnina,.but when they saw that they were not equal to the
German troops in oombat they limited themselves to blooking
paths in the mountaina in order to delsy the advance of ve-
bioloa.‘ Supply depots were camouflaged excollently, e.gz., a
completoly equipped surgicul room was discovered in a vault
hidden under a dungheap. The German troops were eluded, and
when the center of the Papuk range'had been enciroled the
partisan units had already filtratea the encircling line and
had re-assembled in distant hideaways. The troops went to
great trouble to remove the road barriers and make the rosds
passable. 4Zvecovo, the last mountain settlement, was found
abandoned when the German troops had. worked thelr way up to
it on the lstﬁ of July. There was no trace of the enemy.

On the 18th, the trains were ready for the rall trans-
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portﬁtiou of the regiment to the Sulonikl sector in Greece.
The partisens Xnew the deadline for the assembly of theao
transports several days before the conolusion of the operat-
ion and when moving out of thelir quartera in the Papuk ine
formed the population that they would probably be back soon.
Thelr return was prompt, and all members of ths civilian
population who had supported tpo German troops, even if such
support had been limited to biileting, had to expobt reprisals
and therefore became unquoationing followers of the partisans
in order to egcape worae c¢ongequencea. .

¥iith the withdrawal of the Wehrmaoht, the thirteen-day
bporation'collapaed. The German and Croatian troops who had
been committed returned to tholr stationa, and the oombad
territory was open for recccupation by the partisans. It
remained impenetrable for Uirmun nnd.Croatian,troops, ﬁnd
the population swore canplete allegiance to Tito. A great

expenditure of work, materiel, time and manpower had been
\
wastad.

At the conolusion of the Papuk operation, the Poglavnik
announced an amhesty for &ll Croats who had belonged to the

partisan movesment, but this maﬂouver.met with very little

’

succens.

The Flaw in the Planning

Defensive action to prevent the reococupation of the
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combed areas by the partisena, an operation which was really
much more important, should have been prepared and executed
with the same ocare w:th which the combing operation was
planned and carried out. 4 separate police group of several
battalions should have followed the combat -troops into the
partisan territory as 1t wes combed. Thers they should have
p;rmancntly occupied the positions which the partisans had
held previoualy and hunted down tha d1apefsed partisans.

What the Papuk range had been for the partisans, it should
have begome for fhoir pursuers 1n antle-partisan combat. The
primitive artillery range and drill field which the partisan;
had on the level plain atop the Papuk, an area which actually
was very well sulted for guch purposes, should have become a

treining ground for Oerman and Croatian troops.
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TIE CAPTURE OF THE SLGNAL COWMUNLICATION PLATOON OF

THE 54TH RIFLE KLOLUENT AT PLVNICA ON 13 JULY 1943
(Gee Sketch &)

Coming from Vorovitles during the Bile gora combing
operation, the headquarters ataff and one battalion of the *
S54th lifle Regiment had spent the night of 12/13 July in
Pivnica. Early on the 13th, thlBIOOmbnt force sdvanced to
Darivar. Tﬁe departure wua set for 0400, and the 227th Wehr~
macht Training Battalion, whioch had spent the night in Jasonas,
was to occupy Pivnica by 0430 hours. The regiment waited for
the arrival of the 227th Training Battalion in Plvnica and
departed at about 0440 hours. buring the march, the regiment's
signal 6ommunioation platoon, whioh contained about forty
German soldlers, removed the telephone line which had been
laid to Dariver the day before. Hearguard geourity was the
reaponsibility of ﬁ company of the battalionp, which company
had spent the night in Mall Pivnica. Just as thls company,
then about a kilometer from the signal communication platoon,
turned into the main road to Darivar, it was met by fire
ooming from & atrip of wooda weat of the road and forced to
take cover. At the sound of fighting, the 227th Training
Battalion deploysd infantry from Plvnios againat the strip
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of woods, but they also were fired upon and were only able
to work their way forward alowly. Similar fire was directed
agailnst the retiring regiment from a wooded stretch to the
aouthwest. .

The signal .cammunication platoon, which was at work re=-
moving the telephone line in the intervening seotion, was overe
run by the partisans. Some of tnoﬁ were killed and some, who
surrendered, ;ere aeparated into groups to carry the signal
materiel. <The horses were unharnessed and the wagons plundered
and set aufire.

Fifteen or twenty minutes later the rifle fire slackened
and died away, and when the Uerman foroces reached the scene
of the surprise attack it weg empty except for the burning
wagons and a few dead Uerman soldiors who had been atripped
of their uniforms and equipment. 7The partisan unit had dis-
appeared with the vooty and the prisoners in the direction of
Crnivrh. A small pursult detachment found more dead Jerman
soldlers in the forest and discontinued the chase.

What happened? The followlng explanation is probables
One of the partisan units, which was withdrawing from the
fighting in the .Bilo gora, tried to break through the German
liﬁea and reach ﬁho Papult magsif. Unknown to the German, 1t
had spent the Aisht of the 12th/13th in and about Ivanovo Selo

and from there had stolen down to the road between Pivnica and
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Daruvar in ofdor to crogs 1t in the direction of Voocunm at

.the proper moment and so get into the Papuk mountains. To
cover their men while crossing the road, the partisans first
ooo?pied the edges of the foreat along the road and observed
the traffio upon it. When they r;alized that the signal pla-
toon was busy removing the wires without immediate protection,
they determined to attack from the neu;by woods and prooeodod
to ocarry out the attack in a maaterly manner,

The succeas of the aurprise attack can be attributed to
the quick declsion and the daring of the partisan leader and
the excellent teamwork of his followers. The attack was favored
by tﬁo terrain and the foreat cover. Tho counteraction by the
numerically far supe;ior Uerman troops came too late., It
took too long for the marching battniion to halt, to rccognlio
the danger its signal platoon was in dﬁdléo deploy for 90unter-
action. The training battalion, which at first did not take the

\;EBbting periously, lost a time likewise. The reargﬁard com=
pany. had evidently loitered. No German unit could.soe the
apot where the attack took place. It lasted twenty minutes
at the most, and the partisans moved with catlike speed. The

village of Ivanovo Sel was burned to the ground.
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THE MOPIING UP OF THE FRUSKA GORA IY THE 9TH 88 AND

POLICE RUGIMENT pETAMIEN 24 JULY AND 3 AUGUST 1043
(Sea Sketeh 2)

In July 1943, the 9th S5 and Pollice llegiment, which was
partially motorized and had three bnttgliona,and aupport ing
arma, was quartered in Ruma and the surrounding villages with
'tho objective of combatting the partisans in .the lowlands of
the Save and the Fruakas gora. The operation was directed by
the diatrict comaander of Osijek, whose aéourity service unit
had collscted data and ascertained the names of supporters of
the partisan movement.

Various villages in the lowlands of the Jave were known
to be infected by partisans and used as a proteotive soreen
for the crossing of the river. They and nbgrby foregt aresas
were surrounded and seafohed. Counteraction by the partlssns
was slight and conslsted for the most part of barriers placed
on the route of approach, whioch, due to the marshy terraln,
'ooula not ba eaasily bypessed. MNost of thesc ﬁarrieru were not
defended but nevartheleass caused & certain amount of delay.
There we;e only isolatedlﬁnaoa of partisan fire from the woods.

All attempts to take the partisana by surprise failed, ’
and the population found time to flea into the swamps or

aoross the Save with their primitive possessions, only very
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old people, invalids and children remalning behind in the
villages. Small supply dumps fell into the hands of the
tfoops. . |

After 31 July, the operatlon was diverted toward the
Fruska gora, on the vridge of which partisan combat units were
gald to be aiaying in forest cemps and isolated farmhouses.
The reglment ontered the first villqgea of the l'ruska gofn
on the.Ruma side wiﬁhout medting any resistance, but the
operation ailming at pockeping the partisans qnﬂfﬂi ridge, .
which wag staged on 1 August, proved a failure. The lat
:Battallon, which had been committed f{rom the RHuma side, did
reach ihe inner encirolement ring on time, after putting
sevoral anipers out of astion and suffering losaes in the
process, but the two motorized battallions oommitted to carry
out the envelgpment loap time because of foad barriers and
Gould make only ino;mplete oontact with the lat Battallion,
As naﬁ boen the c¢sse in the Papuk, they Qound an empty neat,
The partisans had slipped through'the onoirclement linga in:

small cands and had acattered about the Danube and Save

’

lowlands. ' . y

Before any further burguit\of the partisans could be
undortikon, the r;gimenf recelivad oﬁdqra to retire to Ogulin
1n order to take over from the defecting Itallians the proteot-
ion of the Zagreb - Ogulin - Susak railroad in that region,
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There 1t was trapped and only after sovearal weeka freed by
an S4 divialon from the reglion around karast, asoutheaast of
Triestae.

Af'ter the reglment hau retired from the Fruska ygora,
the majority of the pop@lutioa fied Irom the surrounding
villages and took refuge in fuma o The partisun bande, whioh
had reassembled quiokly, returned to the Fruaka gora and
took revsenge on the propsrty of the, ethnic Uérmana, who had
fled. | ’

The police action ugalnat the iruska gora guflfered from
the s@mo mlstaikes as the Viehrmaoht aotion against the Bilo
gora and the Papuk. Both were able to report, "Mission
agoomplished. Itegion ocleared of guerillas. All resistance
orushed, Our losses amall, enemy losaes heavy." Later re-
ports, however, established thet the combed area returned
to partisan hands after the troopa had withdrawn and the
encmi'loaaea wera ohlefly imprisoned civilianuy. As a loglcal
conegequence of theso suﬁplomentary roports, no further similar
oporﬁtiona were atanged to ocombat the partianné in Croatia,

By September 1943, the partisans fe;t 80 strong that they
took the offensive on all sldes and forced the German troops
to go on tbe'QQfonaive. Then followed the period of attaocks
on outlying detachments and acts of sabotage against’ corps

and lines of cocomunication.
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ATLPACK On Tul GAKMLSON i CASLNGS
060 wketoh 4 &

.. Dime

L;to harvest, early Septembor 1943. iwather warm:
alight showers at rare intervals. |

Sltuation

Combat units of the partiisans were in the Papuk and
in the ocountry adjacent to 1t in the southeaat. -The Croatian
govermment waa in control in Djakovo, Kasloe and Pozega,
Traffic had neen poasible hitherto only within a circumsoribed
area and under armed escort, Ocoaalonully the partisans cone
trolled the tratffic on the highwaysa, and they interfered re=-
peatedly with the harvesting, oarrying off into partisan
territory orops that were ready for trangportation and burne
ing threshing machines. One German-Croatian police battalion
of three companies was present in Djakovo, to which 1t had
been advanced from Osijek with the general misaslon of protect=-
ing the harvest. FEach company had two light machine guns and
a number of agub-machine gcuns., The men not sc armed carried
rifles. Tho partisans liad similar arms but not in equal
numbars. From Djakovo the police battalion detached one
company to Satnica, and this company gent & platoon to Cusin-

ol at.the request of a member of the Croatian Parliament to

protect hls egtate there,
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The platoon, consisting of aubout fifty men, rioved
Into Casinci and barricaded its quarters in the administrative
enclosura of the estate. it protected the fisld wnrkers in
the oountryside during tha day and guardea the estate at
night. On”Saturday evening the quarters were lired at, and
the platoon spant the night ready for acfion within {ts de-
foenglive poaitiona. Sporadic surprige flre was roceived dur=
ing the nightes A runner, who had managed to sllp out at
night through an adjacent bullding, carried a report of the
gituatlion to the company in Satnicu, whioch started for
Caginci at daybreuik but came under lire at the bosut river,
wherélit found the bridge blown. At ebout 0800, by which time
the company had fought lta way clear, stragglers from the
platoon in Casinci met it and reported that their quarters
nad caught fire early in the morning and that at the same
time the partisans had attacked from all sidea. 1t had bean
impoasible Lor the pletoon to remain in the burning building,
and the individual members attempted to make a break for it.
At lenst 400'partiuana wore in the villaje.

The oompany thereupon returned to Satnlca, ih order to
fend off a possible attack on that village, «nd then communi=
oated with the battalion in Djakovo. The battalion had alert=-
ed 1ts two other companiaes but did not dare to advance into

the countryside, because partisans had been reported in the
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" viecinity of theiroad to MajJar and the battalion feared
an attack 2pon DJakovo from this directions 1o thao Catholile
battalion comnander the ULmmediate protection of the admini-
strutive contor and eplacopsl seat sesmed the moat important
milasion. |

buring the mornlng, a roconnalssanes patrol gont out by
the conpany in Satnica 1in the dlrection of ¢asinci, in order
to bring in further survivors of the platoon which had been
stationed there, confirmed tha fact that Cealnci waas still
occupled by atrong partlisan units. Inhabltants who had fled
from the village raported in Djakovo on Sunday afternoon
that fhe partisans, having taken alon’ all transportable
supplies and having daestroyod the housc of tie member of
parliament, had withdrawn to the mountalns. The moumber of
parllament was with hls family 1n Zagrob af the time. Only
twenty men of the platoon, ineludinyg elght wounded, managed
to eacupe, some of them with tha ald of the village inhabitanta.

The battalion commandor, who wus unable to march because
of an attack of sclatica, waas gentenced in Decombor to four
years' imprisonment by a Zagreb S35 and Pollce court for falle
ing to take effectlive action with the two compsnles that were
in Djakovo to help the platoon in Casinoi. The Reich Com-
mander of the 5SS reversed the Ju&gment and demandod the death

gentence. Since the battalion commander had already been
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trangported to a panal unlt in Danziy, further procosaings
oonﬁinuod there, ani the final result weas nevar known,

& captured partlsan order read as follows:

Commandaer X i'augje, i'riday, 0500 nours.

Order

l. OUn Sundey morning the village of Casincl will be taken,
the police glatoon gstationed there will be aeatroyed and the
harveast will ve carrlad off.

2. 'The 1lst uuttallon of the 45rd vrigude wlll leave laucje

at 1500 on &aturday andé advance alon: foraeat trials to Casinel
a0 aa £0 surround the quarters of tho police platoon in the
estate at the eodge of Casincl st dusik and desl off the village
of vasinel from the outslde. Inhabltanta will not be pormitt-
ed to leava thelr houaaes and muty show no llzht. vwindow shutters
muat be olosed. Patrols will maintain surveillanca within the

village.

During the night harrassing fire will be directed at the police
quartara, The atieck will commance at dawn. The pollice quar=
tars will bo burned to the ground. ‘

3. 'Pwo companies of the Zd Battalion, 40d srigade, will leave
Faucje at 1400 on Saturday, advance alony forost tralls and
arrive at the helzhts vetwesen Caslncel and the Ljakovo - Majar
road by 1700 at the latest. They wlll there take up concanled
positlons agalnst Casinel and the bLjakovo - lujar road. usreak-
outs f{rom Casincl will be prevented. #ire will be opened on the
blakovo - Majar road only 4f German troops are moving on it.

4, The gtaff and two compsanies ol the =2d wsattallion, 43d ori-
2ade, will cover the village of Levanjska Varos from Saturday

ovening at 1800 one

5. ''he %4 Battalion, 4%a iLrigade, will leave tlatlnik at 1400
on Saturday. Ywo compunica will be so deployed on the hills
between the Losut river and draceveld that they will be able to
blook the road from Satnicu = bracevel in both direotions as
goon as Uerman troop movemonta odcur upon it. The battalion
gtaff and two companies will reach the heights woast of the
Bosut at the fall of dusk. German troop movements from Djakovo
will be met with fire. Any advance toward Cascinci will de

halted. -
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6. %The anglneer comnand, 434 Urigade, will Join the advance
of the 3d Lattalion atuffl and at 0800 Sunday will blow up
the bridge over the bosut batween jatnioca and Casinol.
7« 'The Cuglncl operation miot be completed by 1000 Sunday.
Sudseguently the country in the direcotlon of i'mucje and
Slatinik will be vacated. ‘ounded and vehloles carrying
vooty wlll travel by way of lLevanjsks Varos.
8. 1 shall accompany the lat Battalion aa far as the edge
of the forest west of vasinci. fieport will Ve wsent there
whan the objJeotivea directed have Leen reached.

Leath to the Uaurpers!

Long live Tito, the liberator of Croatia I'rom the
Torelgnar! ,

Sisnature.
H{OMArKy

l. The Uenersl order of the ileich Lammender of the S5
‘that no post be withdrawn without his express approval pro-
vented the only possible solution, nemely, the timely abandone
mont of Caainecl.

2., FEven ensrgetic efforta to uld the platoon in Casincd
would have been frustrated, as the enomy was too strong an&
his dlaposition extremely good. The platoon was asorif fced
usaleassly.

5¢ No punitive expedition into the Papuk mountalna was
uﬁdortnkon: the requisite forces could not Le uasambled,

4. Caaiﬁci was the - uvraing point of the partisan. war.

Theroafter, the partisans took the offenslve and even attacked
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more atrongly garrisoned places wnich protruded inconvenie-
antly into thalir tersritory and impeded their afﬂady expansion.
Ywo montns later flerce fizhting took place for Naslce, which

ochanged handas repeatedly.
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AMMACK O bW
(lem Gketches & &nd <)

Novamber 1943, 'The iilo gors was oocupled by partisana,
many of whom were also in the ivanoicu nountuins, whare they
harapssad the countryelde bordering on Ausériu. Countermeasures
wermvtukon Ly the 19tiu 3/ and Pollee Hegiment in Haribor (Mapre
burg), sustria. To protect the communication line Varazdin =
Koprivnlea, & company of usrnun-Uroatian pollice wasg atationed
in ludorez. Croatian army unitsg and a special detachment of
the gecurity servioe wera 1in Varazdin, while arfzevel waes ocou-

- pled vy a Croatlan armﬁ,r compuny.

At 1600 hours, it was impossible to get any oonnection
whatevar at Ludbreg on the state telephone syatem. The come
pany cammandar sent a paﬁrol with repeirmen in the direction
of Koprivnica to dlscover the cause of the breakdown. <They
returned one snd a hall hours later to report that they had
been fired upon. At thae sam~ time, the Croatian genderme
post reported, "Partisans from the region of the Kalnik moun=-
tQing are operating in the ocountry around Ludbreg amd have ore
dered the population to withdraw lnto their houses or leave
the locality. The gendarme'pOat cannot maintain its poaition
and requests permission to Jjoin the company.” Psrmlssion was

quiokly granted, and the company was alerted and sealed off
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the village. DParticans who had penetrated into it wero
forced out. About midnight the situation became guiet, with
only glight combat aotivity on the periphery of the settlemant.
The company wag geparated into groupa, all of whioch set
out simultaneously and silently at 0200 to effect the breake
through in & surprise move. \Vhile security detachments ade
vancod laterally along the beauja river, the mauss of the
company advanced in gquad, moving in both directions along
the bank and the bed of the river until they were beyond the
encirclorient ring of the partisans. %The company commander
had designated Xoprivnlica and Kricevol as'rallying points,
and tbe Croatian gendarmes, who were familiar with the region,
wers digtributed among the various groups. The whole ocompany
reagsembled at the rallying points durlng the next few dnyh |
after guffering only about fifteen ouaualties. The action of
the company oommander wae approved by his auperiora, since he

‘gould not have held out t111 reinforcements arrived, owing to

_lsok of ammunition.
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CHE DESTRUCTLION O THIE GAIRISON QF CASMA
(3ee 3ketches 6 and 2)

in May 1944 the garrlgson of Bjelovar consiated of one
Wehrmacht training battalion and about 500 men attending the
- Croatlan gendarme training center, which was located there.
Advance unita, statlioned in a line Gudovac - Narta =~ Veliki
Severin - Sandrovao - Valiki Trolstvo, were in constant oone
tact with partisan divisions from the Bilo gora. Those
companies of the gendarme sohool which had been advanced to
Grdjevo and Grubisno Polje 1in order to guard tree-felling
operations had to-be recalled as they were in danger of being
ocut off. 3Several partisan combat units were in the Moalavacka
mountainge

Altogether 700 men were atationed in.Casma, compoaling
one battalion and a bntﬁory of the Croatian Army und a come
pany of the German-Croatian pollce, while Dugo Selo was held
by a battalion staff and two campanies of German-iroatian po-
1ice. The Zagreb - Slasak - Novska - Brod and Zagreb - Ivanio-
grad - Novaka rallroads wera strongly guarded bﬁ the German and
Croatian foroegd. Both lines were utilized only during day-
light and under special prooautions.' There were minor attempts
at disturbance almoat daily on both railway lines. The armed
esoorta on the railway trains and with motor vehicle columns

wers at least at oompany atrongthe
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At noon on Tuesday, the garrison comnander of Casma
roported by radlio that strong partisan units had enciroled
Casma and that he was axpeoting an attack at any hour. He
urgently requested asalstance. The afternoon brought another
ocull for hglp. 4he attack had begun, and the partisans had
oconsiderable numerical superiority and were well equipped.
Mortaras were uged by both sides. At the same tlme‘bjelovar
reported a8 reovival of enemy combat actlvity, the railway se=-
curity headquarters at S5isak reported settacks on varioua
rallway security detachments between Lekenik and Sisak, and
the railway security hesdquarters at Ivanicgrad reported
interruption of the rallway stretch betwesn Dugo Selo and
Ivanicgrad. Countermeasures were underway, but for the time
being train service was susponded.

To rolLéve Casma the only avallable battalion of German=
Croatian pollice, anluding 2 heavy machime gun and a trench
mortar platoon, was alerted and dispatohed in truok:s from
Zagreb during the night of Tuegday/liednesday. It arrived n
Dugo Selo at 0600 and took alony the battallon whioh waa
gtutioned there. At the ssme time, the garrison commander of
Bjelovar was ordered to send support from his command to
Casma s quickly as poasible. 53 Oruppenfuchrerw Lammerhofer,

limmler'a representative, accompanied the battalion from

# Equivalent to brigadier zeneral.
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'Zegreb. SJeourity detachments felt out the flanks enroute,
and Klostar lvanic was reached around noon. krom there on
aniper fire was rcoceived, and the advance came t 0 a halt
in the village of Mall Ivanic becauss of tenacious partisen
resistance. The fighting intensified in the village, and
the security detachments which had been sent out on both
sldes were attacked by atrongly asuperior partisan forces
and pressed back to the main unit, which was now also fired
ﬁpon from the flanks. The Gruppenfushrer now gave the order
to break off the engagement and withdraw, which only a part
of the column succeeded 1n doing before the approach of darke
noaa,'with heavy losses in officers, enlisted men and vohidlel.
Capma wasg takeﬁ by the partisans during the same night,
Not a man of its garrison eacaped. The rqinforoement dotache
ment from Bjelovar, which was only of battallon strength, ene
countered strong rasistance noar Stefanje, against which it
oould meke no h;adway. i1t therefore gave up the attempt to
push .forward to Casma. The Gruppenfuehrer's general staff
officer oomputed the lossea in and around Casma at thirtye

five officers and more than 1000 men. Casma remained in

partisan hands.



FOQUR SHORT STORIES
(Cee Sketohes 1 and 2)

October 1943. To protect the Sarajeyo area, one Germane
Croatlan polica company was sent to Travnik, one to Hostar
‘shd .one to Rogatica. These spots had rail cammunicatlors, and
the supply transporta from Sarajevo were accompanied by amall
eacorta. The ocompany commanders went to Sarejevo by rail every
two or three weeks to make t heir reportas. In August 1943,
the company commander, a middle=-aged dlatrict lieutenant of
the rural police, in accordance with orders given by the
distfiot commander, negotiated with a representative of the
Chetniks from the nearby <Llatibor plateau. The Chotnlks had
promised to ald in the fight agalnst the Tito partisans in
the border reglon along the Drina river if certain srmunition
ware delivered to thom. Naturally they wanted the ammunition
first. The negotlations failed. Six weeks later, the lieute-
nant was taken from the train by partisans at the Praaa.rail-
road station. A gsearch party sent fram Rogatlca found hias
naked corpoe on the same evening about two kilometers beyond
the railroad station. The tonjue had been cut out and the
eyes put out.. It could not bo det;on'nined whether the culprits
where Chetniks or followers of Tit0.

November 1943. The training battalion of the German
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forces stationed in 3id, which lay thirty kilomeoters noutﬁ

of Vinkovel, had received new recrults four weeks bofore.

An 1deal truining fleld, a practically level pasture with

@ clear line of vision of about 1200 meters, wés situated
about one and & half kilometers from 314 on the road Sid =~
Sot - Iloke The fleld was intersected by an almoat dry
ditch, and 6n its northern edge was a small woods. The

lat Company reached the field at 0730, sent a seourity pa-
trol into the little atrip of woods as on other days, stacked
ita weapona and preparsad for early morning athletics. Sudden~
ly a purat of machine gun fire ocoming across the field from

a distance of about 800 meters poured into the men, who were
in formation ., killing five and injuring eight of them and
throwing the rest into confusion. Everyone first sought
shelter. The firing ceased, and by the time the unit had
colleoted and rocovered itas weapons the two partisans who
had manned the light machine guh had reached the edge of the
wooda, moving in a crouching poaition in the ditch, and had
‘disappeared in the direction of the Fruska gora.

February 1944. The derman=-Croatian police company sent
from Zagreb to Velika Gorica had reinforced the Croatian rural
police poat ir Buseveco with a machine gun section. The geot-
ion acoured the outpost area, 1qok1ng for partisana, who had

appeared hofo in isolated oases. Agscompanied by hléqdrivor
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and two escorts, the company commander drove to Buseveco

every second or third day. One day, while travelling at

high speed, they overtook three singing, slightly unsteady
Oroata, who, alﬁhough the horn wag sounded, would not leave
the street and thua forced the driver to apply his brakea;

At this moment two shots were fired from some bushes quite
near to the street, instantly killing the distriot lieutenante '
The eascorting men, who had bean ready to fire, shotll;ft and
right and the driver stepped on the gags. The three inebriates
had disappsared from the street. A fow shobs whistled behind
the vehicle without hitting 1it.

‘August 1944. The battle front ha& already reached Croatia’
in a line from Osijek - Vukovar - Tuzla, and in the outpost
area of Zagreb south of the Jave fire wes ocoasionally opoened
again in fightas with partisans coming from the south and the
west, Partisans were alsc reported in the northerly mountain
slopes of the Zagrebacka gora, to the north of Zagredb, The
Security Service had set up a practice range for light machine
gunalcnd submachine gura in & valley near Vrapce, five kilo-
meters west of Zagrob; On the road'that led to the range
were various small suburbs and & number of villas noattirad
about the countryside., At 1315 a Schfity Jervice passenger

‘cnr, ﬁoaded 15 the direction of the rifle rangeland ocvcupied

by a driver, a commisaioner and two technlocal sergeants, was
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stopped at a turn in the road. The ocownissloner was shot

twice and the otber'oooupantu, with revolvers polinted at them,'
put up thd? hands. The two.sergenntn were taken to a nearby
ville, bﬁt the driver, who had beesn ordered t» bring the ocar
to the front yard of the villa, maneuvered himaelf free in
reversa gear and waa able to speed away in the direoction of
Zagreb. 1In an on-the-spot investigation an immediately alerted
detail of the Security Service established that the villa be=
longed to a respectable Zagreo business man, who had installed
in 1t an old married couple as caretakers. 7That morning, se-
veral men from one of the small villages in the North hed come
to ého ocouple, had chatted and asked for lunch and then had
gone down to the road. Apart from the caretakers the villa
was unocoupied at the time of the attack. It was burned to
the ground and the old couple were removed. to sagreb. The

two Security Service gergeants were never found. As soon as

the car had escaped the partisans departed with them into the

mountains,.



DEFTNSY ARFAS
(See iketches 1 and 2)

Jdy the end of 1943, and in fact even before that, it
had bocome obvioua that the growth of the partisan movement
in Croatia could not We stopped with the means available,
Extenaive areas were completely under partisan control. 1In
the partisan territory in Josnla, tralns were runninz and
narkets were held. Armament and equipment improved, as the
Allliaes ware supplying the partisans by sea and by alir. qu
first bombs from Allied planes hit Zagredb in the spring, and
by tho summer of 1944 the partisans themselves had a small
number of pinnos. The German t heater of operations was
narrowing perceptibly.

The German Wehrmaoht, supported by the Croatlan Army,
directed all its efforta toward protecting the Cilly - Zagred =
elgrade and the drod - Sarajevo and Vinkovel = Osijek rail
conneotionn, whioch were go important for them. At the order
of the Heich Commander of the SS, the 6orman-Croat1an police
devoted thomselves to the ppotoction of the region inhabited
by ethnic Germans. The Croatlian Army and the Croatian milie
tary polioce attempted to keep the area around the larger oit-
ies, above all around iagrab, free of partisana., The body=

guard of the Poglavnik, & divialon of seleot men, and those
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clasaea of trainees nﬂ the djelovar Gendarme School which
had graduated in kiay 1944 were commltted for this purpose.

T he bodyguard regularly patrolled the Zagrobacka and Ivan=
¢ics mountain rangos amd the Xalnik massif and kept open the
communication line Zagreb = Varazdin - Koprivnica - Sjelovar =
Zazgreb. A German=-Uroatlian pollce raglﬁent proteocteqa the
Samobor roglion against actlon from the Oorjanci mountaina.
Thére were further control groups in Slaak, Hrv. Kostalnica,
Novaska, Gradiska and usrod, while idanja Luka way heavily
parrisoned by unita of the Croatliuan Army and of the Germane
Crou;ian police. In Syrmia, the Osljek -~ Vinkovel - Ruma «
Petro - Varazdin reglon was held. The security zones in
Boanla were around Tuzla and Sarajevo.

The Gorman and Croatian oambat units were on the defon=-
aive sverywhere. Their food supplies were running low and
Croatian desertions incressud. The Croatian population was
regserved and at times Qven hostile in its attitude. The
othnlc Germans began to fear for thelir llves and met the

situation by choosing the uncertain fate of evacueesa in the

Reloh.

Dafensive Measures
Along the rallway lines, sapealally at bridges, eoncrete

guard towers were constructed and manned by strong guard units
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which kept the vlioinity undor observation, patrolled as far

a8 the next guard tower, repalred minor damages and mutually
gupported one another. In the larger rallroad stations,
enorygenoy traing with taechnical personnel adboard were kept
ready to move, '

On both aldes of ths traoks, the terraln waa cleured aof
all growth‘to a dlatance of 100 meters, and two empty lumber
flatcara were ooupled before the locomotives of tralns travelle
ing on those stretches in order to explode possible mlnes
withont danger to the train itself, Damaged cars were un-
‘coupled on the open wéy and tipped over ths rallway embank=
ment; At the end of the traln wag a our equipped with an nnti-
airoraft gun to ward off low flylng airplanes. Lach train
was cormanded by the senior offlicer present and each manned
oar by the senior NCO, 1f the train was attucked by planas
or came under f'ire, all personnel took cover left and right,
prepared to open fire. Only alter the rallway patrol reported
that .the llne was aafa, dld the trains continue from atation
to station. All paaasngora iero inatruqted as %o thelx con-
duct before the trip, and an inspector of the railway'patrol

had ocommand authority for all aecurigy meagurese
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BATTLI, YOR NASICE
(See Lkotclies 2 and 7 )

Partisan detachments from the lPapuk gorje had occupled
the localities of Padjgorac, Nasice and Ferioanoi in a sure
prise advance in June 1944 and had thus severed ocommunicate
lons between 0Osljek and Virovitica., To relieve the three
towna, the following forces were committad from the Osijek
area:

The 3d German=Croatian Police legiment, with one
company of enginaarg snd a horse-drawn battery of four 77 mm'
field guna.

The lagt Battalion of the 4th Police llegiment, which
wag stationed in Djakovo.

One and one-half Croatian army batteliona atationed
in Virovitica, which were reinforced with two officers and
gixty men from the gendarme training sohool in .jelovar,

On Tuesday, the following march objectives had been
attained: |

The main column, with the lat and 2d 3attalions of
the 3a4 Regiment, the sompany of engineers and two fleld guna
.had reached the villages of Prandanovel snd Koska: The
viiiigii of Bizovdc and Valpovo were fres of partisans.

The first oolumn on the left, oonslsting of the 3d
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Battalion of the 3d Po}ioe Repgiment and two guns, had reached
the villags of [oganovoi.

The detachment from Virovitica had reached the
village of MiKloa and Cacinol. :

The opsrational objeoctiveas for “ednesday were as followss

Tha maln column was to advance through treznica
within combat range of Nasico. '

‘ The attack on Naalce was to ba launched at dawn on
Thursday.,

The f1irat column on the left waas to advance through
dudimal to Podyorac, which was to be taken on Thuraday morning
at the latosp. '

| Opaerating ln the Sracavi ragion, tha second column
on the left, oconsisting of the lat Battalion of the 4th
Police Hegiment from Djakoveo, was to oovef the attack of the
3d Battalion of the 3d Pollce Hegiment on Podgorac,

The detachment from Virovitica was to ooohpy
FPericancl. .

The operations procressed more or leas acoording to
plhn. rFerioanci and Podgorac were taken on Wedneaday evening
after initial reaistance, but the resistance in Nasice on
Thursday waa obstinate and abated oniy after the flank colums,
advanaing f}cm Podgorac and Foricanoi, Joined in the fighting
during the course of the afternocon. At about 1600, ahook
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columa of the lat and 2d Zattallons of the 3d Follce uegiment,
covered Ly the gupportlin, fire of heavy machine isun platoons
wnich had vVeen brought up to within 400 yards, penetrated into
the town on both sldes of the road 3reznica-iasaice. The parti-
sans fled into the neardby woods in the direction of Gradiste.
Naslce waa searched, aocuflty detachments advancad into the
countryside toward the i'apuk gorjJe and tho outskirte of the
village were prepared for defense against night attacks.
i'or protection againast counter-attacka, the followlng

forgeus remained in the areas

In Nagica, the 3d Police Reogliment - minus its 3d
Batcniion, the company of enginecera, the battery, the platoon
from the Croatian Uendarme 3Schowl at Bjelovar.

ln the Orahovica =~ Ferlcansl - Zdemi region, one
Croatian army battalion from Virovitlca. .

in Podgorac, ﬁhe 3d satvtallon of the Jd Police Regi-
ment .

in Djakovo, the lst DBattallion of the 4th legiment.

All units were directed to protect thoe harveating
aotivities of the population. The assignment was Aifficult
and heavy casualtlies wera suffered as a rosult of the aotivities
of anipers. Sﬁrprlse fire fram amali.groupa coming out of the

Papuk gorje kept the security detachmenta on the alert day and

nighte. ‘ '
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The ovents in Rumania made it necegsary to defend the
Vukovar - Petro Varazdin - Zemun-Belzrade sector of the right
bank of the Danube. The 3d Pollce llegiment was committed for
this purpose and had to leave the Nasice district, its dutles
being taken over by Croatlar arvmy units and the lst uUattallon
of the 4th Police Regiment. At the end of Auguat, the parti-
sana reoonquered Nmalge ufter a battle laating three dayse.
Th& survlivors of tha overpowcred garrison tried to breait out
on the third night. Of trne sixty personnel of the Croatlan
gendarme detachment from Ujelovar, one ofilcor and six men

returned.
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EVEN BANJA LUKa PROVES IMPOSSIULE 0 HOLD
' (Ceo Sketeh 2)

BanJa Luka was intended aa the seat of the Crostian
government, and construction work on two government builldinga,
a bank and a large hotol had been completed. It was a town
of some 5,000-7,000 1nhab1£antn, many of whom wore Moglemsg.
pn preciplitous ¢liffg above the Vrbas River was an old
Turkish oitadel with bastions and a clear field of fire

\Eitend;ng from 150 to 200 meters all around. Tho old seotion
of the oity was of pure Turkish character and had numeroua
bazaars and mosquee. Sections of the narrow gauge rallway
to Prijedor - Bos. Novi had ceased oporating in August 1943,
and all traffic took place on the Okucani - Stara Gradiska =
Banja Iuka road. To the right and left of ﬁhia road, a3 far
ag the Vrbas, ware flourishing villages 1nhab1teé by athnlo
Germsns, whioch were propocted by a battallion of Garman-Croatian
police. Another campany of German=Croatian police waa in the
oitadel and a battalion of Croatian mountain infantry in the
cltye. Wooded hilla surrounded Banja Luka to the northwest,

west, asouth and east, and behind these hills lay solid parti-

ean territory.

Banja Luka waa a bottle neck. The olty had to be held
to maintain Croatian preatige. Patrols in the vioinlty and
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ag far away 4aa Frijedor, whore a Croatian army unit was
statloned, kept tio countryslas roelutively safe. Aflter
gevoral small attacks on bunja Luka had been repulsed, cam-
bat aétivity around the town increased in May 1944, coupled
wlth incendliary aobiyna inlthe othnlc Gorman villages. A
major offensiva was expected, andi reinforcements were made
ready. uLelore they were ready to march, the .partisans took
banja Luka under artillery rire f{rom poaitions in the hilla
and launched a major attacke All approaches to sanja Luka
wora blocked. Nevartheless, three days passed before the
parti;ana guccasdead in oocdpying tho town. The garriaon
withdrew Iinto the citadel ana held out there for another

two daya until reinforoemeits, composed of Uerman and CGroatian
army detachmenta supportea by artillery, mortars and planes,
gould free the btown, relleve the garrison in the oitadel dnd
forco the partisans back lnto the mountains. In this fighting,
srigadefuehrer von Summern, who was district comaander of
Osijek, was killea as & rosult of a direct artillery hit on
hias commarki poste. .

| The relnforcement remained in Nunja Luka for four woeksa.
Then they were urgently needed eolsewhere and withdrawn. The
attacks on Banja Luka recommenced immediately. Under tbe

pressure of these attacks, Banja Luka was finally evacuated
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and the troops of its garrison employed in protecting the
Sisak - Dublca - Nove Uradiska rallway line, The ethnio
German population of the villages along the banja Luka - Boa,

Gradiaka road ware evacuated to Germany snd Auatria,

Octobar 1944 (3ee Skotch 1)

The Balkan front was ocollapsing. lIumania had been lost
in August 1944. Greesce had to be abandoned und the Uerman
troopa whioh had been ccmmitted there fought their way
laboriously through the high mountaln ochain batwean the
Serbian and Albanlan-Montene,yrin areas to the bridges over
the Drina River. The way through Belgrade was barred, but
to the east o Sarajevo an S8 corps hald the Drina orossing
open. The German Army of (Uresce heavily dragged 1ts way
through Uroatia to an assembly area in Auatria, andi behind
it the battlefront ndvaﬁood to a line Ubudapect « Vukovar =
Drina River. Dubrovnik (Raguasa) and Moatar wers evacuated.
Partisan units took over sectors of the froatlinés in (roatia,
and ona Kusslan oorps sufflced to support the slowly advancing
front.

About 100,000 men were under arms on the German side in
Croatia, more than two-thirds of theﬁ employed in protecting
the communication lines and areas behind the battlefront against
the partilana; Although n@ firat only one=fifth of the auto-
nomgous State o? Croatia was in the handa of the Alliea, hardly
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one~tonth of what remainsd wasa under relatively sacure don-
trol by the Germarg thanks to partisan aotivity. This one-
tenth of Croatin tied down the remnants of the amy thut had
retired from Serbila under Goﬁoralobet% von Welcha# who, with
his steaff, had construoted air raid shelters in the Croatian
Minlatry of Health bullding 1in Zagreb.

The main enemy drive was directed from Ludapest to
Vienna. Croatlia was no longer of interest to the Alllea, as
the German forgea tled up there were an encircled army, whose
surrender oould be awalted without neceussituting sny special
aacrificea. “Theae Gorman f'orcea were alao sub Jsct to 511;10}-'5
order not to yield a foot of ground, but sooner or later they
would be ocompletely cut orf and wouid’collapud.

Tito was the victor in Croatia. As his reward he re-
quosted and fooeived authorization to orgahizo‘Yugoalavln un-
der hia own rul;. le had learned his lezson from what had
happened to Rumania. Tito 1s & communist, but he is alao
s Croatian Yugoslav. His counterpart, Anto Pavelis, firmly
maintains his Croatian nationallsm in éraentina and carefully

foaters hia relationg with those Ustashas who have emlygrated

to the West.

% hLquivalent to full general.
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CONCLULLOND

No decigive succesz resulted from the anti-partiaan
aotion in Croatla. It did not lead to the suppresalion of the
partisan movement, and yet this very'auppression should have
been the major objective in Croatia wore to be enabled to de-
velop healthily.

Since this objective, the eradiocation of the partisan
movament was not aohleved in spite of thse fect that in 1943
& large proportion of the populatlion was quite ready to
support a promising campalgn against the partisans, antie-
partisan operations had to be limited to warding off inter-
ference with the supply linea to the front and the communi-
oations zone. The Germans tried to carry out this taask both
by offensive and defensive measures, but ﬁnp course of the war
on the eastern front forced thom in 1944 to restrioct themselves
to defensive notion and brought about the graduai ¢ollaepse of
all anti-partisan warfare.

Despite this logical'course of eventa, ths following
lesaong can be drawn from this chapter of the war:

1. Compromises result in half measures. The Uerman
regular polioe, who were oomuissioned to activate a German-
Croatian police force, were taken by surprise when given this
task. Experience had admittedly been gained in Poland, in
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Russia and also in the rest of Yugoslavia, but oonditioﬁa
in Croatia had a different aapeoct,

The polioe organizntfona in the goodpied eagtern terrie
tories wera executive agenocies of the German administrative
bodies which had been set up there. Their fooal point was
the cities, where the majJority of the German police really
were needed. To combat the partisena, specific SSe and Police
regiments were activated and committed.

Croatia, on the other hand, was an allled land., It
willingly changed from Italian to Gorman supervision, since
it felt that it would recaive more effective aid from the
Germans in establishing 1ts own government than 1t had ree
ceived from the Itallians. When German supervision began,
the autonomous State of Croatia already haq its own Croatian
administration and, in the rural polioe and oity police, its
own exeocutive agenolesa, to aupport which Ustasha forces ntood
ready.

For the German«Croatian police organization, which nad
to be nowly'notivnted,'tha right thing therefore wéuld have
bean to assume those miasions whioch Croatian agencles were
not oapable of handling, namely, ant%-partiaan activities,
The organization should have beop shaped sgpecifically for
this purpose. Instead, the organization of ths Gorman police

in Croatia iah a compromise based on the normal purpoase of.a
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police force, the protectlion, on the one hand, of the peace= .,
ful segment of the population and, on the other, the wartime
neces: ity of offenaive aotion against partisuns in Croatia
and their eradication 1f possible. In the activation stage,
the idea of the proteciive function led to the acattering of
the police force in small units and at places where Croatian
rural police had already been committed for the same purpose,
thereby restrioting them to defenaive missions.

2. Well directed partisan mdvements are like a ocancarous
growth. Once they' are recognized as such, radlcal counter=-
measures must be taken. If the fight Ls limited 'to tho mere
amputation of a few odd tentacles, the growth will continue
to spread rapidly and sooner or later will destroy the at-
tacked organism.’ '

It was only gradually recognized that Tito's partisans
had n unified leadership, under which thoy worked toward &
poaitive goal., The ocentral autporitioa in Barlin very un-
willingly and healtantly accepted this faot. It did not fit
into the overall pioture desired by top circles. Under the
influence of the decisive defeats on the eaatern front, Berlin
first took the viewpoint that the situation in Croatlia was
being exaggerated. Nonetheless, in order to do sométhing,
the National ﬁepartment of Security sent S8 Obergruppenfuehrer
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von der ULaoh-Zalewski#, the newly-appolnted Inspector General
for Partipan Operation, to Croatia. He spent two days re=-
celving voluminous reports and then gave 1t as his opinion
that, compared with the eastern front, fighting the partisans
in Croatia was child's play, pointlng out that the pertisans
never made a gtand but ran away whenover thoy were energetie
cally attaoked. 1t was the only visit that von der usach-
Zalewskl pald Croatia, but the consequences of his roport
were that the central authoritles in Jarlin only most ro=
luctantly and hesitatin;ly recognized the unguitability of
the initial organizatlion., VWhen tile formatlon of moblile poliace
roziments was finally approved, much valuable timo had besn
loate.

Se In 1943 the participatlon of the Wehrmucht in com=-
batting the partlsans conslsted of rellef operstions, which
aimed at ard achieved a tampbrary alleviation Af the over=-all
situation but wers unsatisfactory in thely ultimate result
because steps to establish the lasting seocurlity of the region
gained in combat did not follow, so that the partisans were
able to reooccupy these torritorles in a very short space of
time and exercise incroased pressure on the population.

The obJjeétive of every Opo?ntion agalnst a region that 1is

already under partisan oontrol must be to secure this region

# Lieutenant general of the S3S.
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permanently ageinat partisan activity. A well-considered,
limited objeotife is a ocutegoric prerequisite for success,
To aim at too much with weak forces leads to the dissipation
of the forces, ussless sacrifioces and fallure.

The missiop is not nompletely fulfilled when a partisan
district has been combed and resistance brokeni 1t 1s at
this point that the more difflicult part of tha job commenceas,
The partisans must be prevented from reassembling in their
old hideouts and resuming their earlier activity. The beat
means to force the partismans out of thelr old resorts is to
ooccupy the resorts and thus undorﬁine thair previous posgition
from the inside. If this suoceeds, they soon lose organized
control and gtriking powor.‘ The majority of the partiasans
were men who had been recrulted compulaorily from the immediate
vicinity. If the partisans permanently loQt a focal region,
many of these members reverted to peaceful village life.
Small detachments and individuals could have been hunted
down by special units, and the population would have parti-
oipated in this hunt, just as they supported the advances
into partisan territory as long as they could hope that the
Germans would remain in the railded area.

'+ 4o Just ap 1s the oass with air defense qnd'ohemicnl
warraéo, snti-partisan action is a specifioc field within the

overall oonduot of war. It requires co-operation between the
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armed forcea, the police and the national adminiatration
in the country affected. The sooner systematic work begins,
the greater will be the chancea of success. The necesaary
collaboratlion muat be socurely organized before partisan
battalions are formed.

Since partisam .ppear only in occupied territories, it
1s advisable to organize a planning staff for the respective
tarritory before it is occupled. The preparatory duties of
thia body would bs to collect reports, to investigate locul
conditions and to make available the necessary tactical uiita.
Upon occupation of the territory, thias staff must take all
measures to combat partisans and to execute these measures
until the final objective inhabiting the territorye The Ger-
man general accrodited to the goverrmment in Zagreb wus not given
enough authority, and the Armeegruppe# in selgrade had more

pregaing problems,

Se¢ The peculiar nature of partisan warfare requires the

following organizational arrangementa:

8e A qQulokly and reliably functioning communication
net to colleot and evaluate reporta from the troops committed
to action, from the administration tpat had been set up nnﬁ
from the threatoned pOpulftion, Fnd to supplement theae re-
ports by information gathered through its own channels.

% A relnforced oorpse
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b. 3peciul troops /Jagdtruppen/ which can be
thrown into the threatened aroa st the first asign of partisan
activity. Thege troops do not roquifb a lonz period of milie
tary training but are moat effective if they equal or if
poasible excnl the partisana in mobilitf. self-gufficlency,
camouflaging abllity and instinct. Members of the Indiszenous
population aro useful, since they have basic aimilarities
with the partisans in many reapéocs and are fumillar with the
locelity. The weapons and equipment of these troops shculd bde
@3 light ag poasible.

. c.' A well tralpned and well equipped motorized ocom=-
bat foros, to break resiatance. This force must be ao organ-
ized that it can be used effectively oven in very small unita.
Of'ten only a machine gun nest will block a road or prevent
the removal of a road obstaocle, and a émall detachment with
one or two guns and a section of englineers, accampanying the
advance guard of & oulumn, will.nurfloe for t he speedy romoval
of such dDlooks. Pack animals are useful for operations in
mountainous territory« Instead of pack animals,'tﬁe parti-
sana used prisonera of war and the oivilian population, ine-
oluding women and childrene. '

6e If the German=Uroatian police were to have fulfilled

the misaion liatcd under 5,b, above, the gendarme and police
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b. Specinl troops /Jagdtruppen/ which can be
thrown into the threatensd area at the first sign of partiaan
activity. Thegse troops do not roquifh a long period of milie
tary training but are moat effective if they equal or Af
podsible exonl the partisens in mobiliti, self-sufficiency,
camouflaging ability and instinet. Members of the indigzenous
population arc useful, since they have bagic similarities
with the partisans in many ranpéots and are familiar with the
looelity. The wenpons and aquipment of theuse troopa shculd be
as light ae posgsaible.

_ c.. A well trained and well equlppod motorized ocom=-
bat force, to break resiatance. This force must be ao organe
ized that it can ba uged effectively oven in very small unita.
Often only a machine gun nest will block a road or prevent
the removal of & road obstacle, and a émall detachment with
one or two guns and a seotion of engineers, accompanying the
advance puard of a oulumn, will_nurrioo for t he speedy romoval
of such blooks. Paock animals are useful for operations in
mountsinous territory« Instead of pack animala,_tﬁa parti-
sans used prisoners of war and the olvilian population, in-
oluding women and children. '

6. If the German-Uroatian police were to have fulfilled
the mission 1iatod under 5,b, above, the gendarmo and police
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offlcers and sergeants arriving frbm Germany in Latches, as
well as the newly-reorulted Croastian personnol, should not
have beeon distributed amony police oompanies which were pere
forming sentry duty or eamons even amaller units, but rather
should have been held together in a polios training battalilon.
The compact battdalion unit 1as the best guarantee that the
training objlective will be attained. The battalion ocommander
can completely devote himself to this tsak in dally co=operat-
ion with the companieg. The battalion type unit also makes
possible & much better utilization of time, since tl's security
and labor services socarcely raqulrs more personnel for a
whole battalion than for s single company.

7« Once tralninz battalliona have been assembled at the

\Eéhdquqxtora centers, they must be transferred to newly
cleared partisan territory, the green troopa Irom the very
outset must adiuat thomsblvasvoomplotely to the pecguliarities

* partisan warfare, even if thers ia no immedimte danger.
‘The aooner grean troops abaorb the lnstinctlive awsransas of
dnngdr that is a features of partisan proximlity, the sooner
will they be serviceabls for offenaive partlisan combat.

8, The characteristics easential in troopa whoae Job
ia to oombat'npd eradicate 5artiaana'are frugallty, readineas

for aotion at ahort notice, resourcefulness in forest and

mountain areas and readiness to engage in man-to-man combat,
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The beat tralning aroa 1is the danger zonae; the bLeat train-
ing medium 1is danger. ’

Tralning must begin with safogﬁurdlng of billeta, super-
vision of the immodlaté vicinity, setting of traps and am=
bushes, exercises in feintin; movements and large-socale
patrola to track down partisan hide-Oufn. The first thing to
be practiced 1s proficlency in what will be essential ir this
type of work. i'ormal training, to which the Gorman NGO ' is
partial as reminlascent of his own peacetime training, should
take a position of secondary importance. é;aps in th; train-
ing will be gradually eliminated. In this type of training,
individual casualties during the instruction period must be
accepted as an unavoidable hazard. Lack of supply trains .
and priﬁitivo quarters in temporary billets of bivouacks
should be the normal form of 1life for these troops. Officers
and NCO's who can not adapt thémaelves to suoh a guerilla-
like existence must bo culled out ruthleasly.

Excellent rations must compensate for other privations,
and recreation and relaxation under urban conditionsvmuat be
provided at regular intervals. Through fomaining in the
danger zone, a green unit of thia type will davelép initially
into what migﬁt be nalled u forest ranger corps ZFhldau;klac-
rungskorps/. Its transformation into a disciplined service

unit, so far as outward apbeuranco is concerned, mugt be

reversed for the recrsational sojourns in the oity.
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It should not be felt that such a lifea is too much
to be expected of green troops. It would have succeeded
in Croatia. The majority of the Croatlian personnel was
already famillar with such a 1ife in ona form or another,
It was new only to the majority of the GUerman leadera, Howe
ever, what the partligana managed the troops committed to come
bat them should alao have been sble %o accompliash. There
were officers ;mong the rural police who were fitted for
such asotivity. JOeleoction mhould not have been based §n
seniority. In addition, there should have bean s veraatile
truining inspector, thoroughly conversant with existing oon-
ditions, who Qould not meraly have lnapeacted but rather would
have shared the life of such n battallon for three or four
days at a timeo, and(isauod no written orders but rather ad-
vised the buttalion’oommander. There would have been certaln
diffiocultiecs %o surmount, especlally in respect to supply
and administration, but they wou%d.have been no grester than
{n a front soctor. Placed in a position where they are com=
pelled to fend for themselves, green troops will learn in
four weeks thinga that they never learn in city garriegons, or

learn only when thelir post is surrounded and they are anni-

hilated in the'ir first battle.
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THE BILO CORA OFPERATION AS A TRIYP CASE
(vee Sketoh 2)

After troops in the strength of & Wehrmaoht diviaion
had been mobilized for the penetration assault on the Bilo
gora and the rapuk, the operation should have bean sxecuted
not as a relief but rather as a mopping up action. Neaides
the military measures, the preparations for the operation
should have inocluded plana to insura that once partisan re-
sistencs had ‘bsen overcaome the territory covared would not
again fall into partisan hands. Effective combat units
should have be~n left in the cperations zone until it was
sufficiently sacured against lmmediate reocoupation by the
partlisans. |

The provious proteoctive aystem for tha outlying villages
around the operations zone should have been abandoned tempo=-
rarily, and all avallable companiea of the (German-Croastlan
police should have been consolidated in battallons, which
should have bean tranaferrad to the partisan quarters in the
B8ilo gora and. the Papuk. Adequato numbers of troops could
have been spared for such an occupation. The German-Croatlan
p6110¢ even at the beginning of the cperation numbered aome
10,000 men. If we agaume that a.tralining regiment would have

oontained three battalions, each dbattalion having four oom=



Quired fewer then 3500 offlcers and men. Since recruiting
in Croatia progressed quickly, this commitiment would have
bean off;ot by replacements in two months at the moast.

One regiment could have been activated from the dlstrict
of Zagreb and could have established itself in the villages
Cof 4rinsky, Plsanlca veliki und Pisanica mali. The other ree
giment would have had to be assembled from tne garrisons of
the Osljek district and billeted in the Papuk mountains, the
terrain on the Papuk pluteau belng ideslly suited for a troop
drill ground and artillery range. 7o activate the two regi-
ments would have called for a masterpiece of Improvisation,
This necesgsity would not have arisea if, from ths outset,
new recruilta had been retalned 1in training battallons instead
of baing distributed among the dgta&hed companles, where their
affectiveness waas blunted in training amlabor services.

A ocommander should have been appointed to control all
units which remainad in the combed area to dislodgs tho par=
tisana, ani his ﬁisaion would have been, with a large degroe
-of independence, to take all suitable measures to prevent
reoccupatlion of the area by the partisanse Any looality and
region in which the formation of a new partissn nucléus was

'reported should have been ocoupied immediately by a sifficiently
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atrong troop unit and an Interrrogation Zroup of the 85 se=-
curlty service, which could then have been withdrawn in ﬁ
relatively short while. Luring this time, food and so forth

could have been requlsitioned 1ocally.

Further Plana

Vith the Bilo gora and Papuk secured, the oclearunce of
the Moslavacka gora and the Psunje would no longer have bean
verf difficult. New police training battalions would have
had to be sent up to thia area. The Fruska gora was likewlae
@ minor obJjeative. II the unifloation of the partisan foices
had been prevented permanently in these areaa, the entire
reglon betwean thae Drava and the Save to a great extent would
have beon gecure¢ agalnat partisan influence. Available forocaes
would have had to mop up the tave lowlands and establish
themsslveas as & barrier before the Bosnian mountaina. The

¢learing of these wountaina required separate plans based on

new premices.

Thn Croatian Population

The treatmont of tho native populatlon regquired careful
conaideration. The inhabitunts of the villages along the
boréera of partisan territory recelved little protestion from
the Gorman-Croatlan police units. If thoy temporarily

auobumbod to partiaun'influonoo, this was a conasequence of
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thelr defenselessness. The population within the partisan

territory sucocumbed to abavlute cosrcion. To rezard them

collectively as oriminal partnera of the'pnrtinana wag

neither Jjust nor wige.

/s/ Karl Galaser
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